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7X)  THE  SECOND  EDITION, 


JSEPORE  the  friends  of  dr.  Dicksom  proceed  to  the  reading 
of  the  second  edition  of  this  very  interesting  *f  narrative,**  it 
tviU  be  necessary  to  call  to  their  recollection,  the  measures  which 
she  synod  qf  Ulster  thought  proper  to  adopt  in  the  month  of  July 
last,  in  consequence  of  the  appearance  qf  a  work,  which  hoi 
proved  not  more  usrful  to  the  people  for  whotn  it  has  been  wfti* 
icn,  than  vindicatory  of  the  moral  and  political  conduct  if  it$ 
respected  tiuthor.  The  synod  of  Ulster  have  laboriously  strug* 
gled  to  prevail  on  dr.  Dickson  to  degrade  his  character,  by 
signing  a  retractation  of  that  statement,  which  cannot  bb 
/CONTRADICTED,  which  tltc  calumniotors  know  to  be  pact,  an 9 
TRUTH,  and  which  has  already  had  the  good' effect  of  forcing  his 
^enemies  to  a  public  vindication  op  their  conduct.  Dr. 
Dickson  has,  in  the  second  edition  briefly  set  forth  the  proceed^ 
ings  qf  the  syruid  qf  Ulster,  and  has  made  such  observations 
thereon,  as  appear,  ton  the  present,  necessary  to  his  justifi'* 
cation.  Irishmen  will  fend  thai  dr.  Dickson  is  ready  and  wiU 
ling  to  meet  any  charge  which  prejudice,  ignorance,  or  malign 
nity  can  wge  against  him,  and  that  he  boldly  challenges  hiM 
enemies  to^  an  enquiry,  whether  he,  or  they  wlio  presume  to  slan» 
der  him,  have  most  wandered  from  that  path,  which  the  true 
ehristiqn^  and  the  souhd  moralist  should  ever  be  found  to  walk  tn. 

A 


,^     BELFAST  NEWS-LBTTEIL 

TUESDAY,  JULY  7th.  1812. 

I 

SYNOB-  OP  ULSTE  R. 


A  correspondent^  wfio  attended  t/te  late  meeting  of 
the  s}fnodqf  Ulster^  has  fumis/ied  us  with  the 
folbwing  particulars  of  their  proceedings. 

«  Dr.  Black  having  given  notice  of  hisinten- 
tions>  on  Wednesday,  proceeded  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  to  lay  before  the  synod  certain  passages 
in  rfr.  Dickson* s  narrative,  lately  published, 
containing  libels  against  the  body.  In  this  he 
acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  highly  creditable 
to  himself,  and  so  satisfactory  to  both  ministers 
and  elders,  that  he  has  been  thanked  from  the 
chair,  and  requested  to  publish  the  substance 
of  bis  speech. 

After  dr.  Dickson  had  attempted  to  justify 
his  book,  a  very  long  and  impartial  discussion 
took  place,  which  concluded  with  a  vote  of 
censure  on  the  dr.  (or  the  gross  mistatements 
and  misrepresentations  contained  in  his  Narra- 
tive. This  V6te  passed  unanimously,  though 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  miuisters  and  el- 
ders present  had  no  persoiaal  concern  in  the 
transaction^  complained  of  in  that  publication. 
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The  itJDTGNATiON  of  the  synod  was  so  tniich 
excited  by  the  animadversions^  of    dr.  Black, 
and  other  respectable  ministers,   tha*t  it  was 
proposed  forthwith  to  e;Kpel  him  Irom  the  body. 
This,  however,  wals  commuted  for  a  recantation 
and  public  apology  to  the  synod  by  dr.  Dickson. 
It  was  at  first  suggested,  that  he  should  propose 
it  himself,  but  at  his  own  desire  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  draw  it  up,  and  present  it  to 
the  synod  next  morning.    Having  then  received 
the  approbation  of  the  synods  it  was  handed  to 
dr.  Dickson,  who  was  allowed  time  to  consi- 
der whether  he  would  subscribe  it.     This,  how- 
ever, the  dr.  declined  doing,  when  it  was  moved» 
that  he  sboutd  be  forthwith  suspended  until  he 
should  subscribe  the  acknowledgmeint.     The 
execution    of  this    sentence    was   afterwards,  . 
through  the  lenity  of  the  synod,  postponed  till 
next  nieeting. 

Dr.  Black's  statement,  and  the  subsequent 
proceedings, .  will  speedily  appear  in  prinU** 


I 
I     I 
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Since  zvc  received  the  above ^  the  follewir^  offi- 
cial document  has  reached  tis : 

"  GENERAL  SYNOD  OF  ULSTER. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  general  synod  of  Ulster,  - 
at  COOKS-TOWN  on  the  2d.  and  3d.  of  July  18 12,  ; 
the  following  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

On 


•On  refeftrih^to  the  synod's  minutes  of  1799, 
it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  by  the  phrase^ 
**  implicated  in  treasonable  or  seditious  prac- 
tices/' the  synod  did  pot  mean  to  express  any- 
thing more  than  that  dr.  Dickson  and  Mr.  Smith, 
two  of  the  persons  therein  alluded  to,  had  been 
confined  by  government,    Under   suspicion 

Ot  TREASO>J  AND  SEDITION,  and  that  this 
synod  now  attaches  no  other  meaning  to  that 
expression,  and  if  that  expression  has  been 
otherm^  uftderstodd,  or  applied,  the  meaning  of 
the  synod  has  been  misconceived. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  synod,  that  in  the  narrative  published  by 
dr.  Dickson,  there  are  a  number  of  gross  mis- 
tatements  and  misrepresentations,  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  reputation  of  the  ministers  of  tliis 
body. 

The  synod  having  thought  proper  that  dr. 
Dickson  should  publicly  retract  his  mistate- 
ments  and  misrepresentations,  and  dr.  Dickson 
having  expressed  eiwish  that  the  synod  should 
prepare  a  declaration  to  that  effect,  the  synod 
appoint  Messrs.  Jolin  Thompson,  James  Hor- 
Dcr,  Samuel  Hanna,  William  Wright,  and 
James  Bankhead,  to  meet  thi3  evening,  and 
draw  up  a  form  of  declaration  for  dr.  Dickson 

to  sign.  1?   J 

Friday 


Vi  PREFACE. 

.  Friday  morning,  July  the  3dL  sevea  o*Clook 
A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  form 
of  declaration  for  dr.  Dickson's  signature^  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  synod,  which,  after  an  amend- 
ment, was  approved  of,  and  handed  to  dr. 
Dickson  for  his  consideration  until  next  scderunU 

'  The  declaration  is  as  follows : 

From  a  sense  of  the  doty  which  I  owe  to  my» 
self,  to  the  public,  and  especially  to  the  rev. 
synod  of  Ulster,  I  feel  mys^f  called  upon  to 
acknowledge  and  declare  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  my  publication  entitled  a  ''  narra* 
tive  of  the  confinement  and  exile  of  Wllliftm 
Steele  Dickson,  D.  D.  contains  a  number  of 
mistatements  and  misrepresentations  (partly 
arising  from  misconception)  injurious  to  the 
character  of  the  ministers  of  this  body,  and  to 
the  presbylerian  cause ;  and  I  hope  this  rev. 
body  will  now  accept  my  acknowledgments  of 
my  deep  regret,  and  sincere  contrition  for  hav* 
ing  published  them. 

Friday,  half  past  ten,  A.  M. 

Dr.  Dickson  having  considered  the  ferm  of 
declaration  offered  to  him  by  this  synod,  ex- 
pressed his  determination  to  declifie  giving  it  his 
sigrtature. 
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Mored»  that  dr.  Dickson  be  suspended  ab 
ogiciot  until  he  shall  publicly  retract  his  mistate- 
ments  and  misrepresentations  respecting  the 
ministers  of  this  body,  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  the  synod. 

To.  this  motion  the  following  amendment  was 
moved,  and  agreed  to,  that  the  consideration 
of  this  busmess  be  postponed  till  the  meeting  of 
the.  synod  next  year,  to  allow  dr.  Dicksop  an 
opportunity  of  publicly  retracting  his  mistate* 
ments  and  misrepresentations. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  this  synod  return 
dr«  Black  their  hearty  thanks  for  the  display  of 
zeal  and  ability  manifested  by  him  in  vindicat- 
ing the  honor  and  character  of  this  body  from 
the  aspersions  contained  in  dr.  Dickson's  narra- 
tive, and  that  he  be  requested  to  publish  his 
statement  in  vindication  of  the  ministers  of  the 
synod. 

Dr.  Black  was  thanked  accordingly  from  the 
chair,  and  promised  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  synod. 

Thomas  Cuming,     ^ 

clerk  of  general  synod." 

That  the  preceding  report,  and  the  minute 
subjoined,  deserve  some  attention,  will  be  ad- 
mitted by  all  who  read  them^  that  they  refer  to, 

or 
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or  implicate  matters  deserving  the  .most .  ^riou9 
consideration  of  the  presbyterians  of  Ulster  ap- 
pears to  me  equally  obvious.  And  that  they 
involve  interests  dearer  than  life,  to  every  maa 
of  truth  and  honor,  and  much  more  to  a  minister 
of  the  gospel,  every  mind  possessing  virtuous 
sensibility,  must  feel.  •  They  contain  in  their 
substance,  and  exhibit  in  their  complexion, 
matter  which  will  leave  a  stain,  wherever  it 
may  fall,  dark,  deeply  ingrained,  perhaps  inde- 
lible. 

That  I  should  be  at  ease,  even  under  a  sup- 
position, that  this  stain  may  be  impressed  on  my 
name,  cannot  be  conceived.  Whether  or  not, 
it  ought,  the  readers  of  my  narrative  shall  soon 
have  as  fair  an  opportunity  of  judging,  as  I  can 
supply.  The  proc  eedings  of  the  last  synod  have 
given  the  business  an  importance,  to  which  It 
could  not,  otherwise,  have  preferred  any  claim, 
and  opened  an  ample  0eld  for  sprmise,  ra^h 
judgment,  and  unguarded  censure, .under  the 
impulse  of  feeling,  rather  than  the  guidance  of 
)  iformation. 

To  the  attentive  reader  it  must  appear,  that 
the  "  mistatements  and  misrepresentations,*' 
<  harged  in  the  synod's  minute,  are  neither  li- 
mited in  number,  or  defined  in  quality,  and, 
consequenlly,  cannot  be  distinctly  acknow- 
ledged, relracted,  or  repelled.     It  is  true,  dr. 

BlacV, 
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IBfftck  in  the  display  of  his  zeal  and  abilities, 
mentioned  six.  Bot^  as  I  neither  took  notes> 
nor  employed  any  other  so  to  do,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  recollect  them  clearly,  or  specify 
them  correctly.  This  has  obliged  me  to  delay 
my  retfacfationsy  or  refutations^  ot  whatever  they 
may  be,  much  longer  than  I  wished,  or  intend-^ 
ed.  I  may  add  much  longer  than  I  expected^ 
as  the  pubttcation  of  dr.  Black's  zealous  and 
dble  statement^  in  Tindicatioa  of  the  ministers 
of  the  synod  would  have  supplied  the  defects 
of  the  minute.  In  the  expectation  of  this,  I 
was  encouraged,  by  the  doctor's  having  ad- 
dressed the  synod  from  a  written  paper,  and 
promised  to  comply  with  their  request  to  pub-^ 
lish  \i\s  statement,  as  soon  as  he  should  have 
recovered  from  the  fatigue  to  which  he  had  been 
lately  exposed.  However,  having  heard  of  hi* 
labors  in  the  metropolis,  and  some  other  places, 
in  the  laudable  search  of  information  and  instruct 
tion  on  interesting  subjects;  knowing  the  length 
of  his  journeyings,  and  having  witnessed  his 
eztraordinafy  exertions,  both  of  body  and  mind, 
at  Cooks'town,  "  in  vindication  of  the  ministers 
of  the  syuod" ;  I*  became  apprehensive,  on 
recollection,  that 'his  weariness  and  dtbiliti/ 
might  be  of  some  duration.  Under  this  appre- 
hension, I. took  the  liberty  of  troubling  the 
doctor  with  a  letter,  dated  July  16th.  requesting 

b  "  that 
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"  that  he  would  be  sogftod'BB  to  infornl  iiK 
wbiat  tlie  itii:  charges  ivere,  which  be  bad  specir 
fied^  gainst  my  narraiive,  at4he  late  meeting 
of  synod" ;  as^also,  respecting  a  few  other  maA? 
ters ;  to  him,  perhaps,  unimportant,  but  to 
me  of  some  consequence.  Having  reoeived  'OO 
answer  to  this,  on  the  £th.  instant,  I  presumed, 
untliatday,  Xo  repeat  my  request,  with  son^e 
little  additions  ^  which  reqjuest  bM4Mt  yet  been 
complied  W'Hh. . 

.   This  still  leaves  me  under  the  disabilily  of 
making  irtractaiimiSf  in  any  manner^  saLitfaC' 
torif  or  tinsatisfactorij^  to  the  synod.     This  disa^ 
hilitjj  I  stated,  repealed^/,  to  the  re^.  body,  and 
called  upon  them,  when  talking,  as  men  in  their 
sleep,  about  re/r^zc/ j//(7;i  of  libels,  mistatesmoitSp 
&c.  unnumbered  and  undefined,  to  specify  '^'^^ 
in  wriiingy  and  note  the  passages  in  the  Narra* 
Vive,  where  they  respectively  began  and-ended^ 
This  they  declined.     But  so  soon  as  this  shall 
be  done  by  them,  by  dr.  Black's  promised  pub* 
lication,  or  by  his  answer  to  my  letters,  every 
retractation^  refutation  &c.  consistent  with  truik 
and  hojior^  shall  be  exhibited  to  tlie  public  eye. 
TIow  far  they  may  be  deemed  satisfactory,  by 
the  synod,  I  do  not  presume  to  conjecture.  That 
they  will  satisfy  every  otlier  man,  and  body  of 
men,  possessed  of  commpn-sense^  candor,  and 

honesty^ 
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hwntsty,  I  humbly  trust.  But  if  these  shall  be^ 
irylhholdefs  even  Ayr  a  short  time^  I  will  pub- 
Iwh  m  review  of  the  precedm^  miuutei  in  aH 
its  parta»  ancl  a  faithful  statement  of  what  ean  he 
ascertamed  b^  or  from  it;  as  also,  of  the  pro^ 
ceedTOgsof  synod  cod neeted 'with  it.  For  the 
accomplishment  ef  this  promise,  eveiy  thing  is 
the  nearly  rearfjr  to?  press,  except  what  may  be 
ftupplied  by,  or  become  neicessary  from  dr. 
Black*s  communications  to  th^  Public,  or  to  me. 

Here  I  fee)  myaelf  induced  to  request,  thnt, 
in  the  mean  time,  my  readers  may  not  be  misled 
by  attaching  the  common  and  approved  meanvig 
to  two  short  words  in  the  preceding  minute,  as 
they  might  thereby  be  tempted  to  charge  me 
with  meanness,  orevasion.  The  former  is  (wish) 
in  the  first  paragraph.  Such  wish,  or,  a&  the 
correspondent  of  the  Belfast- news-letter  expresses 
it,  **  desire,"  \  never  expressed.  The  simple 
fact  is :  the  synod  demanded  from  me,  a  retrac- 
tation &e.  &c.  This*  I  peremptorily  refused, 
as  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  know  what  f  was 
to  retract,  and  called  upon  them,  as  I  had  done 
before,  to  specify  the  alleged  mistatements&e.' 
in  Wiiting,  with  a  form  of  retractatiomi  satisfactory 
to  themselves;  adding,  that,  '^  when  these  were 
produced,  I  would  tell  t^em  what  I  would  do.*' 
Was  this  the  expression  of  a  wish  ?  I  think  not 

b  2  Yet, 
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Yet,  I  candidly  pwD»  I  felt  a  wish  htat.  they  should 
do  so,  that  I  might  have  their  object  in  a  visible 
form,  aud  a  power  of  presenting  it  to  the  world, 
asdeline  ated  by  their  own  pen.  The  specifica- 
tion they  decUnedy  as  formerly  ;  but  prepared  a 
form  o^  retractation^  which,  will  command  the  at* 
tention  of  all  who  shall  read  and  understand  it. 
This  retractation,  the  correspondent  says,  "  / 
declined'^  signing ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  synod,  in 
a  more  full,  more  sonorous,  and  better  rounded 
phraseology,  says,  "  I  expressed  my  determina- 
tion to  decline  giving  it  my  signature." 

Here  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  nei* 
ther  the  one,  nor  the  other,  of  these  expressions 
is  free  from  misrepresentation.  I  neither  declined 
-vjnor  expressed  my  determination  to  ^^d/n^ giving 
it  my  signature.  To  decline  signifies  **  to  step 
or  turn  aside  from,  to  avoid,  to  shun.'*^  I  nei- 
thcr  shunned,  evaded,  nor  mean! jr  shrunk  from, 
the  den^and  of  signature.  I  met  it  in  the  face, 
with  mingled  feelings  of  astonishment,  sorrow, 
and  contempt— I  rejected  it  with  disdain  5  and 
declared,  that  I  would  n^ver  sign  that  or  any 
other  paper,  expressing,  or  implying  that  I  had,, 
evep  written  or  represented  falsehood  as  truth, 
knowing,  or  believing,  it  to  be  such.— Nay,  I 
could  not  suppress  the  exclamation :  ^*  what 
must  be  the  astonishment  of  the  wodd^  on^  read- 
ing 
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ing  this  paper^*  to  discOTer' that,  any  body  of 
men  possessed  of,  or  even  pretending  to,  com- 
mon^sense,  decency,  or  discretion— ^and  mnch 
more  that  a  body  of  learned,  gi^vfe,  afld  richly^ 
gifted  dmnes,  coixl^  he  seduced,  or  overawed^  into 
the  preparation  of  such  a  paper,  or  its  presen- 
tation, for  signature^  to  any  rational  being«^ 

I  hope,  2  shall  be  excused  by  my  readers,  for 
this  petty  criticism,  as  it  must  appear^  where  it 
stands,  as  puerile,  pedantic,  or  peevish*  >  But, 
•when  they  attend  to  the  synodical  explanation  of 
synbdkal  language,  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
preceding  minute,  they  will  perceive^  not  only 
its  propriety,  but  the  necessity,  of  great  caution, 
and  uncommon  critical  abilities^  to  ascertain  the 
meaning  of  the  seemingly  plain,  and  most  com- 
mon expressions  of  that  rey.  body,  according  to 
their  present  latiludinarian  mode  of  exposition. 

Without  dilating  iarther  on  what  shall  soon  be 
exhibited  at  large,  permit  me  now  to  Request 
that  the  public  may  suspend  their^/t/sr/ judgment 
of  the  vague;  and  indefinite  charges,  contained 
in  the  synod's  minute— or,  rather,  the  attempts 
therein,  by  bold  resolutions,  to  repel,  or  invali- 
date, the  charges  which  my  narrative  exhiBits, 
Ikgainsta/fom/Tuzn^  faction  in  that  rev.  body,  un- 
tjj  they  siiall  be  daiy  weighed  and  appreciated: 

WhetheV 
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Whether  th.e  one,  or  the  other,  or  ^Mier,  shall 
be  deemed  of  any  weight  or  value^  when  exhibi- 
ted face  to  face,  and  tried  in  the  balaoce  of  koa- 
partial  judgment,  depends  on  the  sense  of  the 
public.  The  public  is  the  only  disinterested  and 
competent  judge.  To  that  p^uUic  tny  first\ 
STATEMENT  was  addressed,  in  language  plain, 
unstudied,  and  unadorned.  Before  it  I  shall 
expose  my  vindication,  retractation,  or  refota- 
tion,  a^  the  case  may  require,  and  in  its  de- 
cisions I  shall  cheerfully  acquiesce. 

Kcdd^,  August  iS<L  1813. 

N.  B.  Every  mean  shall  be  used,  and  every 
exertion  made,  to  render  the  circulation  of  my 
RETRACTATIONS  &c.  &c.  as  extensive  as  that  of 
my  narrative  has  been,  or  may  be,  that  my 
thousands  of  subscribers,  embracing  numbers  of 
the  first  rank,  fortune,  and  character,  in  the 
kingdom,  whose  good  opinion  it  shall  be  the 
pride  of  my  life  to  preserve— and  whose  fr ieEud* 
ship  I  shall  ever  remember  with  gratitude*-* 
may  be  rescued  from  the  dangerous  and  destruc* 
tive  errors,  into  which  my  *^  mistatements  and 
misrepresentations,"  respecting  the  dominant 
faction,  in  the  synod  of  Ulster,  may  have  ba« 
trayed  them ;  or  convinced,  that  I  am  not  jfcif 
so  destitute  of  principle^  so  notorious  for  misre- 
presentation. 
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presentation,  $o  *^  injurious ^^  by  word  or  action 
**  to  the  character  of  the  presby  terian  ministers," 
or  interests  ^^  of  the  Presbyteriao  cause/'  as  dr. 
Black  and  his  accomplices,"     ■■-  ■  ■        ■ 

•attempted  to  expose  me^  un- 


der the  sanction  of  my  own  signature. 


rr        i 
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OWEVER  painfal  it  may  be  to  a  modest 
mind  to  obtrude  itself,  and  itn  concerns,  on  the 
notice  of  the  public— and  still  more  painful  to 
enter  into  details,  ^hich  may  excite  a  disagree-- 
able  sensation  in  any  of  the  human  l:ind«-ryet> 
circumstances,  frequently  occur,  in  life,  from 
which  such  details  become  a  duty  to  self,  to 
society,  to  truth,  justice,  and  honor.  In  such 
circumstances,  for  several  years  past,  I  have 
felt  myself  unfortunately  placed.  Had  these 
ceased  to  operate,  perhaps,  I  should  nev^r 
have  taken  up  my  pen  to  record  them ;  most 
assuredly,  I  would  never  have  exposed  them 
to  public  animadversion.  But,  as^  this  has  not 
been,  the  case,  and  even  now  is  not,  I  flatter 
myself  that  I  ^hall  not  be  deemed  unjustifiablct 
after  a  long  forbearance,  in  presenting  them  to 
the  eyes  of  my  countrymen ;  and  from  past 
experience,  I  feel  emboldened  to  confide  in 
^  their  candor^  and  hope  for  their  indulgence. 

As  this  detail  will  principally  consist  of  grie- 

vancesy  severe  in  their  pressure,   extensive  in 

their  operation^   and  of  long  continuance,    it 

>  Trill  naturally  be  supposed  that  the  criminality 

B  must 
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must  bave  beexv  gr^at  for  which  they  have  been 
loilicted,  under  a  government,  equMy  celebrat- 
ed for  justice  and  mercy ;  and  aggravated  by 
an  ecclesiasptical  body>  from  which  unmerited 
severity  should  never  be  suspected. 

That  the  foundation  of  this  supposition  may 
be  fairly  estimated,  I  shall  not  con6ne  myself 
to  the  alleged  proximate  causes  of  the  grievan- 
ces of  which  I  complain.  I  shall  briefly  ao4 
fairly  recite,  so  far  as  I  can  possibly  recollect, 
every  materia}  occurrence  of  my  life,. and  every 
part  of  my  public  conduct,  previous  to  my 
long  confinement  and  exile,  which  can  be  sup- 
posed to  have  incurred  the  wrath  of  the  Irish 
government,  or  those  who  exercised  its  powers, 
in  1798;  and  the  pious  and  %a/  severity  of  a 
small,  but,  latterly,  a  dominant  party,  among 
my  rev.  fathers  and  brethren  of  the .  synod  of 
Ulster.  This  recital,  I  trust,  will,  enable  my 
readers  to  judge  impartially  between  them  and 
me  I  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  th^ir  judgment 
will  be  founded  if^  justice. 

Of  the  early  part  of  my  life  I  shall  say  little. 
My  boyish  years  were  spent  in  the  usual,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  add^  almost  useless  routine  of 
Irish  country  schools.  Indeed,  I  might  say^ 
to  me  altogether  useless,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
paternal  attention  and  valuable  instnictions  of 
the  rev.  Robert  White,  then  Presbyterian  mi-- 
nister  of  Templepatrick,  in  the  county  of  An- 

.  trial. 
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trim.  To  him  I  am  indebted  for  my  initiation 
into  any  thing  approaching  to  knowledge  of  the 
elements  and  structure  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages— •as  also  of  logic,  metaphysics,  mo- 
raisi  and  natural  theology.  In  fact,  he  first 
taugtit  me,  not  only  to  reason,  but  to  think* 

On  Biy  going  to  the  college 'of   Glasgow, 
in  my  seventeenth  year,   I  was  happy  in  the 
friendship,  as  well  as  in  the  instructions,  of  se- 
veral of  the  professors,  particularly  Mr.  Moor- 
head,  professor  of  Latin,  one  of  the  most  gene- 
ral scholars  of  bis.  day ;  and  Dr.  Adam  Smith, 
a  man  well  known,   and  justly  celebrated,  in 
all  the  nations  of  Europe.  To  the  latter  I  owed 
much — very  much  indeed^-^dunng  the  short 
time  of  his  continuance  in  the  University,  after 
my  entrance.     To  Iflr.  Moorhead  I  was  in- 
debted, not  only  for  his  instructions,  and  the 
care  with  which  he  was  pleased  to  direct  the 
course  of  my  studies ;    but  for  an  early  intro- 
duction to  the  learned,  liberal,  and  pious  Dr. 
Luchman,    principal    of    the    Universfty— -A 
inan,  whose  name  will   be  venerated  by  the 
friends  of   feligious  liberty,    learning,   truth, 
and  una^pUeri^  Christianity.     In  my  inter- 
course with  him,   I  ei^oyed  every  advantage 
which  a  youthful  mind,  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
of  knowledge,  couid  reasonably  hope  for :  and 
such  was  his  friendship,  and  that  of  Mr.  Moor- 
head,  that  they  honored  me  with  their  corres- 
pondence as  long  as  they  lived. 

B  2  Gratitude 
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Gratitude  here  obliges  me  to  mention  another 
name>  which  I  must,  ever  recollect  with  af- 
fectionate esteeuK  That  is  the  name  of  Mr. 
John  Millar,  then  professor  of  law,  in  the  same 
University— -a  name  too  wel(  known,  in  the 
literary  and  political  world,  to*  require  enco- 
mium. To  him  I  had  the  happiness  of  being 
introduced,  rather  as  a  friend  tBan  a  student. 
And,  by  him  was  my  attention  first  direc;ted 
to  jurisprudence^  the  principles  of  government, 
and  tiie  respective  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  the  different  forms  under  which  it  may 
be  constructed  and  administered. 

What  particular  effects  bis  instructions  then 
had  upon  my  mind,  I  cannot  now  pret^nd  to 
say.  This  only  I  know,  and  this  I  acknow- 
ledge, that  they,  and  a  few  books  to  which  he 
directed  my  attention,  produced  a  yet  unal- 
tered conviction  that  absolute  monarchy  is  not 
the  best  possible  governments,  except  in  the 
hands  of  absolute  perfection— -that  ariatocracy. 
is,  and  ever  mqst  be^,  a  bad  government-^t* tliat 
despotism,  under  the  ntasguc  of.  limited  monar- 
chy, a  mixed  government,  or  a  free  state,  is 
worse—that  any  government,  by  facoriiism^  is 
worse  still — and,  that  a  government,  of  what- 
ever description,  the  administration  of  which 
is  entirely  submitted  to  a  faction,  or  sect-^-and, 
particularly,  to  upstarts  and  onderlings  of  such 

faction—- 
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factioti«««8ubject  to  the  influence,  and  liable  to 
tlie  control,  of  spies,  informers,  and  mercena* 
ry  clerks  in  office,  is  worst  of  all. 

In  regard  lo  a  republic,  or  democracy,  po- 
litical theorists  have  presented  nqthing  that 
could  satisfy  my  mind.  The  states  so  called, 
whether  ancient  or  modern,  are  sources  of  in- 
foi^mation  equally  unsatisfactory.  In  no  two 
of  them  has  the  constitution  been  the  same. 
Their  fate  is  the  only  thing  in  which  they  have 
been  ever  similar.  In  fact^  rational  republic- 
canism,  as  appears  to  me,  has  never  had  a  fair 
trial.  And,  as  the  executive  power,  under 
every,  form  of  government,  seems  to  be  neces- 
sarily entrusted  to  an  individual  s  while  the 
right  of  legislation  is  inherent  in,  and  insepa* 
rable  from,  the  people,  whether  that  might  be 
exercised  in  mass,  or  by  representation,  the 
difference  between  a  limited  monarchy  and  a 
weH  •  constituted  republic  is  rather  in    name 

4 

than  reality,  provided  the  chief  magistrate  be 
elected  by  the  state,  and  amenable  to  the 
laws,  under  which '  he  derives  his  authority. 
Whether  he  be  denominated  emperor,  king, 
duke,  stadiholder,  consul,  or  president,  is  a 
matter  of  no  importance. 

This   last  paragraph  I  have  inserted,  that 
my  readers  may  be  enabled  to  form  some  gene- 
ral idea  of  my  political  creed,  s^nd  the  princi- 
ples 
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pies  on  which  they  are  to  judge  of  itay  polilic&t 
conducL  Let  me  request  that  their  judgment 
may  be  guided  by  it^  and  it  alone. 

Soon  after  my  final  return  from  coUege^  I 
xvas  prevailed  upon,  by  the  flattering  solicita- 
tions of  my  early  and  Tenerated  friend  Mr. 
White,  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  much  sooner  than  I 
intended,  or  ought,  to  have  done;  and,  after 
passing  through  the  usual  trials,  was  licen/ied 
in  March  1767. 

During  the  four  succeeding  years,  the  fre- 
quent excursions  which  I  was  obliged  to  make 
to  vacant  congregations,  some  of  which  .were 
many  miles  distant,  not  only  extended  my  con- 
nexions, but  gave  me  access  to  many  families 
of  rank  and  respectability,  in  the  counties  of 
Down  and  Antrim,  of  whose  kind  attentions  I 
shall  ever  cherish  a  pleasing  and  grateful  remem- 
brance. 

Among  these  I  have  the  honor  of  mention- 
ing that  of  the  late  Alexander  Stewart,  Esq.  fa- 
ther to  the  present  earl  of  Londonderry,  and 
grandfather  to  lord  viscount  Castlereagh.  Him 
I  mention  particularly,  not  only  in  acknowledg- 
ment  of ,  manj  favors,  which  I  owed  to  his 
kind  attentions,  but  in  expression  of  my  sin- 
cere aad  unabated  respect  for  his  memory>  as  a 
man  of  polite  and.  pleasing  manners,  a  clear 

and 
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and  coippr^ehensive ,  understaadiiig,  and  princi- 
ples truly  liberal,  both  in  politics  and  religion. 
It  is  true,  he  had  no. small  share  of  ambition; 
but  it  was  an  ambitipn  to  raise  his  family  to  ho** 
nor  and  influence,  in  bis.  country,  for  his 
country's  good*  Would  to  God,  such  ambi- 
tion had  continued  to  glow  in  the  breast  of  bis 
family,  and  that  it  glowed  there  still ! 

In  the  year  1771,  I  was  ordained  to  the 
charge  of  the  congregation  of  Ballyhalbert,  in 
the  barony  of  Ardes,  and  county  of  Down;  and 
became  an  husband  and  a  farmer. 

Thus  become  $tationary,  I  devoted  myself, 
almost  entirely,  to  my  parochial  and  domestic 
duties,  or  the  studies  connected  with  them,  till 
the*  commencement  of  the  unnatural,  impolitic, 
and  unprincipled,  war  with  America.     Having 
;  paid' cpiusiderable  attention  to  jurisprudence,  in 
the  cotirse'Of  my  studies,    and   read  Locke, 
Monte&quieu,  Puffendorff,   &c.  &c.  my  mind 
instantly '  revolted  against   the  mad   crusade; 
and,  white  I  regretted  its  folly,  I  execrated  its 
wickedness.    Feeling  as  I  did,  and  detesting  the 
meanness,  as  much  as  the  immorality,   of  drs- 
simulation,  I  never  concealed  either  my  ideai^, 
or  sentiments,    on  the  subject.      Hence,  my 
expressions  gave  great  offence  to  all  the  depen* 
dants  of  government.     The  friends  of  the  then 
secretary  for  the  Northern  department,    who 
constituted  a  great  portion  of  the  landed  inte- 
rest 
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rest  of  the  county,  were  equally  provoked  to 
anger;  and  their  anger  was,  afterwards^  kin« 
died  into  rage,  by  my  preaching  on  the  princi« 
ples^  object,  tendency,  and  probable  conse- 
quences of  the  war,  on  two  days,  appointed 
as*  fasts,  during  the  contest.  A  general  outcry 
was  raised  against  me,  in  which  those,  who 
never  heard  me  preach,  were  very  loud ;  and 
those,  who  had  never  seen  me,  were  louder 
still.  ''  Traitor;'  «  Rebel,"  «  Trumpetor  ef 
sedition^''  were  levelled  at  ray  name,  wherever 
a  few  of  the  '^  lives  and  fortune"  men  of  the 
day  got  warm  around  their  bottle;  and  all 
agreed  chat  ''  I  ought  to  bed-— *-<>d,  aip  hang- 
ing was  too  good  for  me."  In  fact,  if  God,  in 
his  justice  and  mercy^  bad  not  been  as  deaf  to 
their  imprecations  against  me,  as  he  was  to  their 
prayers  for  success  in  the  war,  I  might  have 
been  d-^-*— d  to  all  eternity.  However,  I  had 
my  revenge  in  full.  I  published'  the  two,  ser- 
mons, as  they  were  preached,  without  the  retrac- 
tation, alteration,  or  addition,  of  a  single  wont. 
.They  were  read  with  avidity,  foundl  less  pesti- 
lential than  they  had  been  fepresented>  and, 
finally,  justified,  even  in  their  conjectural  parts 
by  events  and  the  issue  of  the  struggle. 

About  this  time  ((778)  a  new  object  pre- 
sented itself,  which  strengthened  my  convic- 
tion of  the  impolicy  of  the  war^  aggravated  my. 
feelings,  and  roused  the  feeble  energies  of  my 

mind 
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mind,  in  common  with  those  of  the  great  mass 
of  my  countrymen.  The  French  espoused  the 
cause  of  America;  their  fleets  were  riding  tri- 
umphant in  our  seas,  and  insuhing  our  coasts; 
our  country  was  considered,  by  all,  as  in  im- 
minent danger ;  and  government  hud  declared 
its  total  inability  to  defend  it.  In  this  awful 
emergency,  the  desire  of  self-preservation  gave 
birth  to  the  general  idea,  and  general  resolu* 
tion,  of  arming  for  self-defence.  The  city  of 
Cork  and  town  of  Belfast  took  the  lead  in  the 
execution.  Other  places  soon  followed  their 
example.  And>  in  a  few  weeks,  a  generous 
patriotic  ardor,  as  if  excited  by  a  spark  from 
•  Heaven,  pervaded,  animated,  and  actuated, 
.  the  great  body  of  the  Irish  people.  Every  city, 
.town  and  village,  swarmed  with  volunteers. 
In  the  country,  the  plough,  the  loom,  and 
'every^  other  implement  of  useful  arts,  lent  their 
.  youth,  strength,  and  vigor,  to  the  standard  of 
the  nation.  Industry  forewent  a  portion  of  its 
usual  rest ;  whilst  idleness  betook  itself  to  labor, 
and  profligacy  became  sober ;  that  they  might 
be  enabled,  by  their  earnings,  or  their  savings, 
to  appear  in  arms,  and  in  uniform,  among 
their  brethren,  the  ide^  of  profession  seemed 
to  be  obliterated.  Physician,  surgeon,  and 
apothecary;  lawyer  and  attorney— all  were 
soldiers.  Even  the  Presbyterian  ministers  were 
so  fully  inspired  with  the  patriotism  of  the  day, 
^hat,   in  several  places,    the  ru^ty  black  was 

C  exchanged 
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exchanged  for  the  glowing  scarlet,  anil  the 
title  of  ''  reverend"  for  that  of  "  captain."  In 
a  word^  such  was  the  prevaiH»g  spirit,  that, 
'in  a  short  time,  a  self- created,  self^array* 
ed,  and  self-supported,  army  presented  itself, 
'Which  strangers  contemplated  with  wonder, 
'enemies  with  fear,  and  friends  with  pride, 
Exultation,  and  confidence. 

Amidst  the  pleasing  circumstances,  which 
'surrounded  this  institution,  one,  equally 
shameful  and  impolitic,  occurred.    The  Catho- 

'^lics,  in  great  numbers,  and  with  great  zeal 
ciTered  themselves  as  volunteers,  in  common 
with  their'Protestant  and  Presbyterian  country- 

•  men.  Through  the  greater  part  of  Ulster,  if  not 
the  whole,   their  offers  were  rejected,  and,  in 

'some  places,  not  without  insult.  In- my  own 
lieighbourhood,  this  wa»  universally  the  case« 
Hence,  jealousy  and  distrust  became  prevalentj^ 
and,  in  some  instances,  excited  alarm.  Im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  the  impolicy  and  danger 

'  of  such  conduct,  and  equally  so  with  its  injus- 
tice, I  not  only  argued  against  and  reprobated 
it,  fu  conversation,  but,  m  »  sermon,  preached 
before  the  Echlin  Ville  volunteers,  March  1781>, 
expressed  my  opinions,  on  the  subject,  90 
clearly,  as  to  offend  all  the  Protestant  an^ 
Presbyterian  bigots  in  the  country.  This,  once 
more,  raised  the  cry  of  rebellion  against  me  ^ 
and  some  were  so  liberal  as  to  pronounce  me 

^  a  pap-ist. 
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^  a  papist  in  my  beart/'  for  the  very  substaa* 
tial  reason,  among  others,  that  the  maiden* 
pame  of  the  parish -priest's  mother  was  ^  Dick- 
«on."  However,  the  general  tenor  of  the 
sermon  was  so  much  approved,  being  calcu« 
lated  to  promote  the  volunteer  cause,  that 
I  was  earnestly  solicited,  by  a  number  of 
zealous  friends  to  the  institution,  to  publish  it, 
zvith  a  modification  cf  the  part  respecting  the 
admission  qf  Catholics  to  the  volunteer  ranks.  To 
the  publication  I  felt  little  objection :  but,  to 
the  modification  I  submitted,  with  great  relnct- 
ance,  and  merely  from  respect  to,  what  I  then 
thought,  superior  Judgment,  and,  at  least,  an 
equal  zeal  in  the  public  cause.  However,  I 
feel  happy  that  I  retained,  in  prints  so  much 
of  the  shadow  of  what  I  expressed,  in  substa?ice, 
from  the  pulpit,  as  will  give  a  faint  idea  of 
what  then  were,  now  are,  and,  I  presume,  ever 
will  be,  my  opinions  and  feelings,  on  tha( 
important  subject.  The  passage,  as  modi£ie(i^ 
11^  as  follows: 

"  3dly*  Ye  ought  to  extend  your  views  of 
doing  good  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  party, 
or  outward  profession,  in  matters  civil,  or  reli- 
gious. The  names  of  party  often  excite  jealou- 
sies; and  these,  again,  are  apt  to  resolve  the 
most  generous  actions  into  the  worst  designs. 
This  is,  particularly,  the  case  with  us,  in  time 
of  war.    As  our  enemies  are  generally  of  the 

C  2  popish 
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popish  religion,  those  of  that  deoominatioiiy 
among  us,  are  apt  to  construe  measures  of 
public  safety  into  private  design,  and  attribute 
every  armament  to  enmity  against  them.  To 
remove  such  injurious  suspicions  is  an  object 
well  deserving  your  attention,  and  3'our  con- 
duct ought  to  shew,  that  ye  have  not  taken  up 
arms,  for  this  or  the  other  denomination,  but 
for  your  country— that  it  is  not  your  purpose 
to  spread  alarm,  terror,  or  desolation,  but  to 
check  them  in  their  wild  career— that  it  is  only 
against  the  enemies  of  your  country,  liberty, 
and  peace,  be  their  religion  w^hat  it  may, 
that  your  arms  are  pointed— ^and,  that  who^ 
ever  is  the  friend  of  these,  is  your  friend,  and 
the  object  of  your  protection/' 

During  some  years  after  this,  little  occupied 
the  public  miud,  or  employed  the  public 
tongue,  except  volunteering  and  volunteers. 
The  system  w^as  now  become  universal,  with 
a  very  few  exceptions.  Many  gentlemen  of 
landed  property,  who,  at  first  opposed,  or 
barely  tolerated,  the  measure ;  and  even  some 
ivho  seemed  to  dread  the  armament  of  the 
people,  as  much  as  they  detested  American 
independence,  or  liorror-struck,  anticipated 
a  French  debarkation,  assumed  the  uniform  of 
their  country :  some,  as  was  supposed,  merely 
to  keep  their  tenantry  under  their  own  control, 
and  others,  because  volunteering  was  become 
fashionable. 

Be 
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"Be  this  as  it  may,  in  the  year  1782,  Ulster 
was  so  completely  armed,  that,  at  a  review,  in 
Belfast,  the  number  of  the  patriotic  soldiers  vras 
deemed  little' inferior  to  that  of  the  spectators, 
capable  of  bearing  arms.     In  a  sham-fight,  on 
the  day  after  this  review,  Robert  Stewart  now 
lord   viscount  Castlereagh,'   then   only   in    his 
thirteenth  year,  commanded  the  light  infantry 
of  the  Ards  independants,  of  which  his  father 
was  colonel.     His  company  consisted,  mostly, 
of  boys,  a  few  years  older  than  himself.     Their 
appearance    attracted    universal    notice,     and 
excited  the  most  pleasing  emotions,  as  it  pro- 
mised a  succession  of  patriot  soldiers,   under 
whose  banners  Ireland  would  recline  in  safety; 
The  conduct  of  young  Stewart  did  more.     The 
manner,    in   which  he  conducted    his  boyish 
band,  through  the  variegated,  and  long  protrac- 
ted engagement,  displayed  such  germs  of  spirit, 
and  judgment^  as  excited  admiration,  extorted 
applause,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  popu* 
larity,  which  he  afterwards  obtained. 

One  circumstance;  of  which  I  was  a  witness, 
had  a  most  powerful  effect  on  the  public 
feeling.  The  shaioti-fight  was  a  representation 
of  an  approach  to,  and  attack  on,  the  town  of 
Belfast.  The  Ards  independents,  commanded  by 
col.  Stewart,  now  earl  of  Londonderrjs  formed 
the  van  of  the  invading  army.  By  them  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  defenders  of  their  country 

was 
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ivas  completely  defeated.  In  their  flight, 
they  left  a  small  paity^  with  one  piece  of  can- 
9005  on  a  rising  ground,  to  cover  their  retreat. 
To  drive  in  this  party,  and  take  possession  of 
the  cannon,  the  younger  Robert  and  his  boyish 
band  was  dispatched;  and  the  affair  was  so 
conducted  on  both  sides,  that  some  officers^ 
who  were  present,  declared  that  it  bore  the 
strongest  resemblance  to  real  action.  That  a 
great  majority  of  our  youthful  heroes  believed 
it  to  be  such,  I  am  fully  convinced.  When 
the  defendants  gave  way,  and  abandoned  their 
guD,  young  Stewart  rushed  forward  in  the 
ardor  of  his  soul,  grasped  it  in  his  arms,  theci 
inounted  its  carriage,  waved  his  cap,  and,  with 
fears  of  triumph,  huzzaed  to  the  main  body, 
and  called  them  to  come  on. 

This  circumstance  had  a  most  powerful  effect 
on  the    then   ardent  mind  of    the   multitude 
present ;   and  their  account  of  it  excited  high 
^  expectations  of,    and  a  warm  attachment  to^ 

the  rising  Robert,  through  the  whole  county. 
From  that  day,  many  began  to  look  forward 
to,  and  speak  of  him,  as  their  future  represen- 
tative. ^^  If  such  be  the  boy,  what  may  we 
not  expect  of  the  man!"  was  to  be  heard  in^ 
almost  every  company;  and  I  own  that  my 
own  expectations  were  as  extravagant,  and  my 
attachment  as  enthusiastic^  as  those  of  any 
other  man  living. 

The 
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The  continued  effect,  and  importance,  of 
this  circumstance,  were  strongly  marked  in  the 
year  following.  In  that  year,  the  first  great 
contest  for  the  representation  of  the  county, 
took  place,  between  the  Hillsborough  and 
Stewart  family,  or,  as  it  was  generally  const* 
dered,  between  the  court  and  country  interest*. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  election,  the 
success  of  Mr.  Stewart  was  confidently  spoken 
of.  His  conduct  in  parliament,  during  the 
preceding  seven  years,  had  fully  justified  his 
patriotic  professions,  satisfied  the  expectations, 
and  secured  the  support,  of  a  numerous  and 
powerful  body  in  the  county.  Yet,  even  this 
well-earned  popularity  was  weakened  by  a 
toadish  coldness,  and  haughty  distance  of 
deportment,  which  disgusted  and  alienated 
many,  who  had  been  esteemed  warm  and  steady 
friends  to  the  independence  of  the  county. 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  contest,  at  the 
end  of  five  weeks,  became  doubtful;  and,  a 
few^  days  afterwards,  notwithstanding  every 
exertion  of  Mr.  Stewart's  friends,  his  conduct 
rendered  it  desperate,  by  a  dereliction  of  Mr. 
Ward,  with  whom  a  junction  had  been  formed 
and  ratified,  under  the  sanction  of  their  commcn 
friends,  for  the  common  support  of  tlje  common 
cause.  This  dereliction  degraded  him  in  the 
estimation  of  his  warmest  advocates;  and  his 
subsequent  conduct,  in  the  house  of  i  ommons. 
respecting  a  petition  against  the  slierifFs  return, 

and 
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and  the  committee  which  presented  it,  reduced 

him  so  low  in  the  eyes  of  the  county,  that,  I 

believe,  all  thoughts  of  attempting  to  reinstate 

bim  were  totally  abandoned.      However,    he 

avoided  the  disgrace  of  a  public  rejection,  by 

taking  shelter  some  time  afterwards^  under  the 

shade  of  a  peerage. 
« 

My  attachment  to,  what  I  consider  as  the 

good  of  my  country  3  and  an  attachment, 
scarcely  subordinate,  to  the  Stewart  famify, 
induced  me  to  devote  my  time,  my  labor,  and 
my  purse,  to  their  joint  service,  from  beginning 
to  end  of  this  long  and  expensive  contest.  And 
as  I  had  the  Iionoj^  of  being  a  member  of  one  of 
the  committees,  by  which  it  was  conducted, 
eyery  public  measure,  and  public  character, 
came  under  my  observation.  Among  the  Iat« 
ter,  that  of  the  young  Robert  Stewart  already 
mentioned,  was  the  most  attractive  and  inter- 
esting. He  was  every  where,  with  every  body, 
and  his  mild  manners,  unremitting  attention, 
fascinating  address,  and  manlike  conversation, 
revived  the  impressions  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  gave  strength  to  the  prejudices  conceived 
in  his  favor. 

Among  many  instances  of  this  which  oc- 
curred, during  the  election,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
excused  for  the  mention  of  one.  A  few  days 
before  its  close,  I  brought  forward  about  forty 

freeholders^ 


NARRATIVE.-  4? 

freeholders,  whom  I  liad  formerly  engaged  to 
wait  for  ray  call,  and  of  a  description  which 
wonld  have  done  honor  to  anj  country.     They 
were  all  wealthy  farmers,  and  remarkably  well 
mounted;  and,  as  volunteering  had  given  them 
some  idea  of  order,  I  brought  them  in,  in  Indian 
file,  and,  after  prracf/^f  parading  the  town  drew 
them  up,  two  deep,  before  Mr.  Stewart's  Iodg-» 
irigs.  This  was  the  unfortunate  morning,  though 
I  did  not  then  know  it,  on  which  Mr.  Stewart 
had  abandoned  Mr.  Ward;    and  with  him,  as; 
some  malicious]}'  said  afterwards,   "  honor  and 
honesty  y^  the  motto  of  their  junction.     Ere  my 
,  arrival,    the  sheriff  and  his  deputy  had  been 
some  time  in  court,  and  Mr.  Stewart  could  not 
make  up  his  first  tally.     On  seeing  me  there- 
fore, the  expressions  of  joy  were  considerable. 
The  young  Robert  rushed  into  the  street,  and, 
throwing  his    arms  round    my    horse's   ncck» 
exclaimed :   *'  O,  Mr.  Dickson,  are  oil  these  for 
my  father?''   "  Yes,  my  dear  boy,"  said  I.   On 
this,  he  darted  into  the  house,  and,  in  an  instant, 
returned,    crying:    "   See!    See!    father!    Se^ 
what  Air.  Dickson  hasbrousjht !  I  would  rather 
be  at  tliehead  of  such  a  yeomanry,  than  be  the 
first  lord  ever  a  king  created.'*     The  multitude, 
who  crowded  the  street  Uround  us,   seemed  de-f 
lighted  with  his  spirit,    and  my  corps  was  not 
less  so  with  his  compliment.    Their  languaqje  to 
each  other  was;  "  this  is  our  noble  young  cap- 
tain—he's a  sweet  hoy^-^hcll  be  ourman  y^H 
if  he  Iive«." 

D  During 
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Dtiring  the  succeeding  Feven  years,  which 
ivere  devoted  to  his  education,  his  i^opuiarity 
not  only  continued,  but  encreased  5  qnd  that 
he  justly  deserved  it,  J  can  personally  testify, 
as  the  greater  part  of  that  time  he  spent  in  my 
neighbourhood,  and  almost  under  mv  eye.  He 
was  then  the  pupil  of  Mr.  Sturrock,  Chancellor 
\of  Portaferry,  now  Dr.  Sturrock,  Archdeacoa 
of  Armagh — a  man,  whose  sweetness  of  temper, 
gentleness  of  manners,  and  correctness  of  morals, 
were  as  well  calculated  to  conciliate  the  lieart 
to  virtue,  as  his  judgment,  taste,  and  literary 
attainments  were  to  enri'ch  the  understanding 
with  the  principles  of  knowledge.  Udder  the 
.doctor^s  tuition,  his  pupil's  attention  was  unre*- 
initting,  and  his  progress  rapid.  The  knowledge 
of  this  being  circulated,  added  to  his  reputation, 
and  the  hopes  of  hia  friends :  and  his  going  to 
the  university  under  the  auspices  of  the  late 
lord  Camden,  whose  memory  will  ever  be  re- 
yered  by  the  real  friends,  of  the  British  empire, 
and  of  liberty;  the  futl  benefit  of .  his  lord*^ 
ship^s  instructions  and  example;  with  the  addi* 
tional  advantage  of  prosecuting  his  studies, 
under  the  special  tuition  of  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Watson ;  led  to  the  belief  that  he  would  enter 
upon  the  theatre  of  public  life,  not  only  as  a 
profound  scholar,  but  an  accomplished  states- 
man, a  zealous  friend  to  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  and  an  honest  advocate  for  the  inde- 
pendence 
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p^iufenco  of  the  Irish  legislature,  ^nd  a  radical 
reform  iu  the  representation  of  the  Irish  pep- 
pie* 

This  belief  was  more  than  confirmed,  if  pos- 
sible, on  his  first  appearance  in  the  county^ 
previous  to  hii  election,  in  1790.  On  his  canvass, 
he  was  recdved,  with  marked  cordialitv,  aiui 
expressive  joy;  and  these  were  kindled  into 
enthusia^niy  by  hii  strong^xpressionsof  attach- 
ment to  the  liberty  of  his  country,  of  ardor  for 
reform,  and  solemn  declarations  that,  if  returned 
to  parlitmeuf,  be  v^ould  use  all  his  efforts  to 
ob^ftiuit. — N«y,  as  some  averred,  by  expressions 
of  patriotigm  much  stronger. 

The 'effect  of  such  addresses,  added  to  his 
former  popularity,  in  such  a  county  as  Down 
then  was,  may  be  easily  conceived.  In  fcict,  it 
WOAmuch,  that,  I  am  fully,  convinced,  had  the 

D  2  freeholders 

*  While  Mr.  R,  StewtrtwagvitbUr.  Siurrock,  an  incident 
occurred^  which  I  wouid  not  dMj«  to  recite,  had  it  not  been 
pubHsUed  at  ibe  UQie,  and  anpporttd  by  &  cloud  <»f  vltaesset' 
equidiy  iiumeiouii  md  reipecial)!^.  Tbtjc  coivMsted  of  ibe  late 
Lord  Canidcii^  the  bic  Dr.  Haliday  of  Btdfa^t^  Dr.  Sturrock* 
Mr.  Clolaiid^  the  Ilouschuld  ^it  Mo'unt  Su watt,  the  Roscmoaut 
family,  and  all  the  aurrounding  D«t^hbouri.  The  personal 
frieudshfp^  duermiiied  tWtitude,  calm  composure,  and  patient 
perseverance,  exliiuited,  placed  tbt.  youth  I'ar  above  the  friends 
novel,  and  the  heroei  of  romance.  In  hope  of  procuring  ihe 
ortgiiiai  publication  in  the  nelfast  paper,  before  tULs  Narrative 
shall  be  printed  ofi^  I  shaU  reserve  every  thiiig  farthc'r;.  oa  Uu 
subject^  ibr  an  Appenili;^ :  See  No.  l^ 
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Be  this  as  it  may,  our  favorite  was  returned 
to  parliament^  though  under  age,  at  the  time  of 
his  election^  and^  for  a  short  time^  retained  hi9 
popularity,  by  some  speeches  in  the  house,  and 
attendance  on  patriotic  societies. 

In  the  year  1791,  the  Whig  aab  of  DnWm 
"was  warm,  leud,  and  diflTuse,  in  the  cause  nf 
refonp.  A  Northern  Whig  Club  was  formed, 
in  Belfast,  on  the  same  principles.  Of  this  the 
Stewartfaraily  were  prominent  members.  About 
the  same  time,  a  third  Society  was  instituted, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Diike  of  Leinster, 
and  other  characters,  then^  highly  respectable* 
Whilst  the  two  former,  by  speeches  and  toasti^ 
roused  and  animated  the  spirit  of  reform,  the 
other  2ealousIy  recommended  the  institution  of 
Societies,  over  all  Ireland,  that  the  great  body 
of  the  people  might  unite,  and  forward  petitions 
to  the  throne,,  and  to  parliament,  for  its  attain- 
ment.  Pamphlets^  were,  every  where,  circu- 
lated 

Uun«^  possibk  has  b/een  dooe  to  procure  eyidence  again3t  lu'm  j 
but  we  caniiot  ubtain  a  single  sentence,  tho*  wc  knott)  he  is 
gtiiliy  /"  •*  My  God  :*'  exclaimed  the  gentleman,  "  if  that 
be<the  case,  uhy  keep  him  in  confinement  f  Do  you  mean  to 
destroy  both  hiui  and  his  family  }*'  *'  O  sir"  replied  his  lordships 
**  from  his  popularity  in  the  year  90,  I  know  he  would  be  » 
yery  dangerous  person  to  leave  at  liberty  now." 

His  lordship  might  liktwise  have  recollected  83.  Even  in 
that  year  I  enjoyed  some  share  of  popularity,  as  appears  in  a 
proceeding  page.  And,  whatever  that  share  may  have  been, 
his  father  and  he  enjoyed  exclubivcly  the  benefit  of  its  exertions. 
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lated,  for  the  same  purpose.  Landlords,  in 
many  places,  are  s?.id  to  Imve  distributed  them 
amqng  thetr  tenants.     And,  from  the  Agent's 

office  of  Mr.  S 1,  If  report  spoke  truth, 

they  \rcre  isi'ued  in  rauttittrdf  s, 

• 

Thus  saactioned  md  sticaalated,  the  people 

Hvrmed  ihem&elTes  into  tocietic^,  in  eirery  town 

village,  and  parisii,  through  Ulster,  and  sooa 

;ateiided  themselves  over  the  kingdom.     From 

the  importance  of  the  object^  a  tc9t  was  drawn 

up,  and  initiation,   to  these  societies,   becanve 

regular  and  solemn.     Un^er  the  strongest  im-> 

^    yfres8i<Kis  of  tliis  .iinfportance,  I  took  the  test, 

*    so  early  as  December  179lf  in  presence  of  <<  the 

ii4^t  society  of  united  Irishmen  in  Belfast,''  three 

of  whom  were  members  of  the  *'  Northern  Whig 

In  this  society,  I  do  uot  know  that  my  name 
was  ever  enrolled,  as  a  member ;  but  this  I  can 

-^^positii^ly  assert,  that,  so  far  as  I  can  regallect, 
I  never  was  present  at  any  succeeding  meeting 
of  them,  as  a  society,  or  any  meeting  of  any 
other  society,  in  Belfast,  or  elsewhere,  where 
any  member  was  admitted,  or  other  business, 
peculiar  to  United  Inshihen,  transacted.  It  is 
true,  when  in  Belfast,  where  I  frequently 
%ras,    I  found   myself  surrounded    by   united 

/  Irishmen ;  and  the  union  of  Irishmen  was,  on 
eirery  occasion^  the  common  topic  of  conversa- 
tion. 
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tion.  In  these  conversations,  I  always  took  B 
decided  part,  as  it  was  well  known,  from  the 
year  i778,  that  parliamentary  reform,  and 
Catholic  emancipation,  without  which  reform 
was  only  an  empty  name,  were  objects  near 
and  dear  to  my  heart.  Nay  in  all  conversa- 
tions of  the  kind,  for  some  years  afterwards, 
1  used  a  1  my  powers,  and  influence  to  elucidate 
the  principles,  prove  the  necessity,  and  diffuse 
the  spirit,  of  union,  with  a  view  to  attain  them; 
and  this  I  did»  iu  the  full  conviction,  not  only, 
that  I  wasJaboring  to  insure  the  security  of  his 
Majesty's  throne,  and  independence  of  Ireland, 
but  discharging  a  most  important,  moral  and 
religious  duty.  In  these  efforts,  I  felt  a  flatter- 
ing encouragement  from  the  resolutions,  &c. 
with  which  the  public  papers  teemed  iu  the 
Spring  of  1792:  and  the  enthusiasm,  with  which 
all  ranks  looked  forward,  in  the  beginning  of 
that  summer,  to  the  volunteer  reviews,  and  the 
celebration  of  the  French  Revolution,  tempted 
me  to  hope  that  government  woyld  see  the  wis- 
dom, ^nd  feel  the  necessity,  of  conceding  the. 
measures,  in  question,  to  the  public  will. 

This  hope,  as  far  as  it  related  to  Catholic 
Emancipation,  was  soon  checked  by  an  artful 
manoeuvre.  This  was  the  hoKling  up  a  prospect 
of  concession,  not  *'  total  and  immediate,"  but 
**  gradual  and  progressive.*'  The  reasons  as- 
signed 
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manoDUvre.  This  was  the  holding  up^  a  prospect 
of  concession,  not  "  total  and  immediate/'  but 
"  gradual  and  progressive."  The  reasons  as- 
signed for  this  delusive  measure  were«  the  pro- 
found ignorance  of  the  catholics,  and  couse* 
quent  incapacity,  not  only  of  enjoying,  but 
bcaringliberty.  These  reasons,  or  rather  ^Aa/ne- 
less  pretexts,  though  equally  unfounded,  ihsulc^ 
ing,  and  blasphemous,  imposed  on  a  few,  and 
gave  others  an  excuse  for  opposing  the  public 
will,  and  public  wish. 

To  my  astonishment,  this  delusion  operated 
on  a  small  party,  in  the  enlightened  and  liberal 
town  of  Belfast^  and  displayed  itself  on  the 
14th.  of  July,  after  a  public  review,  in  a  dis-  ; 
cussion,  before  the  great  volunteer  body,  there 
assembled,  gradual  emancipation  was  intro- 
duced, and  pleaded  for,  on  the  ground  of  catho- 
lic ignorance  and  incapacity^  and  the  language, 
in  which  the  impolicy,  danger,  and  folly  of 
total  and  immediate  enfranchisement  was  ex- 
pressed, excited  disgust  and  indignation  in  the 
minds  of  the  people.  Several  gentlemen  ably 
rejefcted,  and  warrtily  reprobated,  the  assertions 
made,  and  sentiments  expressed,  by  the  promo- 
ter of  opposition  to  the  general  sense  of  the  as- 
sembly  ;  and,  latterly,  something  too  warm 
seemed  to  pervade  it,  of  which  I  feared  the  in- 
crease and  the  consequences*  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  this  fear,  and  in  hope  of  checking  the 

£  heat 
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heat  of  di&bftte,  I  reluctantly  yielded  to  the  itti* 
pulse  of  addinessing  the  tHeeting :  and^  as  at^gu- 
ihent  w&s  unnecessary^  Where  there  Was  nbthing^ 
like  argument  to  lahswi^r,  after  what  had  fallea 
Trom  other  geiltfemi^n,  I  oiily  liting  it  fevr  rkgs 
bf  Iridieule  bti  thisstep-laddtir  of  ^'  grkdUal  «tn&rU- 
cipation,*^  Which  Were  eagerly  laid  bold  of,  and,. 
hi  the  heat  bf  itnagibatioh,  foi^med  into  a  tnantle 
tender  which  Mrs.  "  tinie  to  time'*  looked  so 
Billy,  that  her  god-(athers  were  ashamed  of,  and 
abandoned  her.  In  consequence,  Lady  **  tot^ 
and  immediate*'  was  unauimously  adc^ted,  env* 
t>raced,  and  cheered* 

Iptdtik  the  pUblicationB  ih  the  tri^h  p^pers^ 
isind  the  multitudes^  frofai  all  the  neighbouring 
counties.  Who  were  present,  on  this  occasion^ 
the  decision  of  the  day  was  t)tocIaimed  far  and 
wide,  and,  every  Where  dJ)proved  of.  And  as 
u  number  of  gentfetneu^  frbm  Dublin,  Warni 
friehds  of  reform,  2ihd  of  their  country,  attended 
the  meeting,  it  Was  soon  known  in  the  metro- 
polis, by  all  ranks  of  people,  artd  celebrated 
with  raptul-e.  New  life,  sttength,  itid  activity. 
Were  infused  into  the  ftiends  of  union.  The 
public  papers  teemed  With  ^  i-esolutiort.  In  its 
favor,  from  every  town,  every  village,  arid  every 
volunteer  association,  in  Ulster,  so  as  scarcely 
to  leave  room  for  the  toasts,  icet  or  rfrj/,  of  the 
demi-patriotic  societies,  denominated  *'  whig 
clubs,'*  which  embraced  a  great  portion  of  the 
nobility,  and  landed  property,  of  the  province. 

Towards 


Towards  th^  end  pjT  the  year^  the  idefi  of 
parisbf  apd  <^.oui;ity  meetings  wa^  started^  and 
eagerly  pursued^  till  i^  led  to  ^  provincial  con- 
ventioft,  at  Dun^annon,  February  I5th,  179^* 
The  bbjepti  of  these  ^nef tings  w^s  so  clearly 
ei(press^d,  ^n  the  lan^u^e  of  the  CQunty  qf 
DowiXy  Januftry  Slst,  i^pd  o^  the  Dung£^i[)no9 
meeting,  Febr^i^y  15th/  J793,  tb^^  it  c^^ji 
i^eithef  be  misunder§tQQ(L  nojr  misrepr^entect, 
vinle  wor4s  are  allowed  to  have  any  ipeaning^ 
i>f  those,  whQ  use;  the^^  to  possess  common 
i^eps^,  This  abject  wast.  th^tj  *^  by  free  an^ 
|;^O^rA)  (jowfPH«ycatiofl,  thf  proyingial  will, 
T¥g»ilat?(l  by  the  wi^d^m  Qf  th^  province,  ja^y 
?)c  ciQac«ntrated  in  a  pointi  from  which  it  m^ty 
fee  dir^?t^d  ^9  the  oth^r  provinces  qf  the  kiflg- 
jdpo),  isuid  flow,  with  clearness,  harmony,  and 
strength,  into  the  houses  of  parliament,  and 
fipesence  of  majesty;^'  ^  in  order  that  a  com- 
plete  and  radical  reform  may  be  speedily  ef« 
fectuatedj^ 

Th»t,  with  ♦  Nkw  tQ  this  re/prm,  I  we4  every 
^xertion^  of  which  I  was  capable,  both  in  publie 
aad  private^  to  convince  all,  with  whom  I  was 
qanversiant^  of  its  necessity  to  Restore  our  para- 
IjAe^  coQ$titutiiQq,  CQpciliat^  the  public  ppiind, 
andl  €8tabli£lh  his  majesty's  throne  in  the  a£fec^ 
tiens  of  the  people ;  and  of  the  equal  necessity 
of  unfon^  ^unong  Irishmen,  in  order  to  obtain', 
l^erhw**  I  n^sh\  s»y,  extori  \t^  frofti  the  C^ctioft 
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of  the  day,  I  need  not  attempt  to  deny.  Were 
I  so  weak  as  to  do  so,  the  public  thanks  of  my 
congregation,  which  embraced  the  presbyterians 
of  half  a  barony,  and  my  own  publication  of 
part  of*  what  I  preached,  as  the  politics  of  the 
bible,  on  days  set  apart,  by  proclamation,  for 
praying  the  politics  of  the  existing  ministry,  , 
would  shamefully  confute  me.*  Besides,  as  I  was, 
by  particular  desire;  as  well. as  public  appoint- 
.ment,  present  at  and  took  a  decided  part  in  all 
the  meetings  of  the  county  of  Down,  previous  to 
the  Dungannop  convention.  Meetings,  unpre- 
cedented in  numbers,  and  embracing  the  rai^k 
and  property  of  the  county— and,  afterwards, 
at  the  Dungannon  convention,  as  a  delegate  for 
the  Barony  of  Ards.    As  I  had  no  ipcousider- 

abld 

*  At  this  time,  every  art  was  used,  and  every  power  exerted  a 
by  the  enemies  of  emancipation,  to  seduce  and  inumtdate  my 
congregation,  and  not  without  a  partial  succesa   Many  fatnilie* 
withdrew  from  my  ministry,  for  a  season ;  and,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  have  a  new  meeting-house  erected,  for  their  accom* 
modation.    These  things  only  enlivened  my  sense  of  duty, 
and  roused  me  to  encreased  exertion.  .  To  public  addressee 
from  the  pulpit,  I  added  local  visitations  of  the  districts  iliU> 
which  my  parish  was  divided,  and  even  domiciliary  csjls  upon 
the  disaffected.     Thank  God,   my  efforts  succeeded.     The 
wanderers  returned  to  my  fold,  and,  in  the  gratitude  of  their 
iieajts,  published  the  address  of  thanks,  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
fut,  strange  to  -tell,  these  things  reached  the  eye,  or  ear,  of 
the  noted  sir  R.  Musgrave,  who  has  presented  them  to  tlie 
world,  with  his  usual  colouring  of  maligriity  and  falsehood,  ia 
bis  medley  of  murepreMilations."-^^,  B.     A  specimen  of  tho 
lermons,  as  published  in  1793,  is  subjcmied  (o  this  Narrative* 
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tA}\e  share  in  preparing,  and  modifying,  the 
resolations  of  both,  and  fully  expressed  my 
ideas,  in  the  discussion  of  the  whole-*-and  as 
these  resohitions  were  extensively  published**— 
my  poHtical  creed,  sentiments,  and  views,  could 
not  be  unknown,  either  to  ,the  people,' or  go- 
vernment, of  Ireland.  I  saj',  **  governments^* 
as  to  Dungannou  in  particular,  ae,  I  believe  ' 
it  is  well  known  that  it,  not  only,  had  eyes, 
pens,  and  tongues,  there^  to  watch,  record, 
and  report,  all  that  passed ;  but  a  friend,  in  the 
disguise  of  a  delegate,  to  offer  the  people  of 
Ulster  a  frothy  collation  of  whip-sillabub,  gar- 
nished with  a  few  faded  flowers  of  oratory, 
instead  of  that  substantial  bread  of  reform,  so 
necessary  to  restore  the  Irish  constitution,  and 
which  the  voice  of  Irishmen  so  eagerly  called 
for. 

The  liberality,  wisdom^  and  moderation,  of 
the  Dungannon  resolutions  had  very  great,  and 
opposite  ejects,  on  the  government  and  people. 
With  the  people,  all  was  hope  and  confidence, 
that  parliament,  pledged  as  it  zvas  by  promise^ 
would  take  up  the  question  of  reform,  and 
wisely  concede  something  conciliatory.  This 
season,  however,  was  of  ^hort  duration.  Go- 
vernment  were  alarmed,  or  pretended  to  be  so  ; 
and,  in  their  alarms,  whether  real  or  pretended, 
gave  themselves  up  to  madness,  instead  of  pro* 
^ting  by  the  lessons  of  wisdom^  and  imitating 

the 
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th^  iBQcleraticm  and  liberaHty  of  a  loyal  people, . 
Henc^.  a  series  of  acts  of  paFli^qiejrvl:^^  wKiptl 
foUbwed  wcb'9ther,  with  hasty  paq^,  aji^  yoic? 
terrific,  exUnguished  hQpe,  revived  alafip,  9fiil 
excited  a  wxed  feeling  of  ^orrow^  indign^tipa^ 
abd  hprror.  B^t  iodignation  nearly  kj^dl^d 
i»to  r^ge,  on  the  ^.postacy  of  ^  nij^jority  <jf  the  • 
delegate^  who  had  appeared  ^t  iigivgappofl^ 
as  the  zealousi  friends  of  a  pavli?maept|iry  rqfqrm^ 
vrhicli  wovld  embrace  ^1  reHgi.QHS  d^.Uomip^r 
%\(XW :  and  ysenenxies^  equally  jealous,  to  9  w;^r 
*itb  France  J  a  war  which  they  had  reprobated, 
and  which  the  BritUh  empi^^  has,  long  nincea  pro- 
noupced  "  accursed"  The  <:opcurrqn(;e  pf  the 
3«ine  apostates,  afterwfird^  in  prQclaimiog  thp 
Nortlxera  countjeis,  9ut  <»f  the  kiDg'9  pe^ce» 
without  canse,  or  pfov^oatiQo,  ei^cept  in  tl^^ 
citse  of  one  county,  and  a  few  small  districts 
on  its  borders,  so  completely  exasperated  the 
people,  that  disturbances  would  certainly  have 
then  taken  place,  had.it  not  been  for  theexerr 
tiops  of  those  very  persons,  whom  thie  agitating 
pfodaimants  afterwards  devoted  to  rniii»  ptarhc^t 
Jar  these  very  exertions.  During  Uiq  yeara  1795 
and  6,  when  public  provooationa  did  not  mcr 
ceed,  private  emissaries  ware  sent  abroad  to  cir* 
cuiate  alarms,  and  provoke  jealausiea«  la  my 
neighbourhood,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  se^ 
the  lower  presbyterians . on  one  day,  and  the 
catholics  on  another,  rniming  from  house  t^ 
house,  under  the  alarm  that  a  massacre  wa9  ^ 

take 
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take  plftCie  ch  tbi^  sutti^eding  tii^ht,  iind  that 
their  Neighbours,  T^ith  whom  Ihejr  hsid  lived  iti 
jpeace  and  friendship.  Were  tb  be  th&  perpetra- 
tors. Thes6  alarins,  and  alarmbts,  I  lencoun* 
t^red  ah'd  efxposed ;  abd^  happily,  ivitfa  success. 
The  eflfect,  however,  as  tb  myself,  Was  only 
charges  of  sedition,  and  threats  of  Vengeante^ 
^8  oppdi^tunity  of  executing  them  did  not  then 
©ccui*. 

In  October  1796,  an  attack  was  tna4e  on  my 

congregation,  in  which  it  was  confidently  ,ex- 

^ected  t^ut  I  thust  fall.    On  the  information,  as 

was  daid,  of  Dhe  Ccctr^  a  poor  WeAver,  a  few  of 

itty  heaters  bf  great  respectability,  and,  with 

some  of  Whbm,  I  liVed  in  habits  of  the  closest 

intiinacy,  were  Uaade  prisbners,  by  col.  Savage, 

t)f  f^ottaterry,    lord    Castlereagh,    and    some 

mother  gentlemen  of  the  heighbbnrhood,    and 

brought  in  custody  to  Portaferry-house,  where 

they  Wefe  Confined  for  a  night,   and,    oh  the 

day  following,    ti'artstaltted  to  Downpatrick. 

At  this  liaffte  titfle  "Catr  was  sent  off  to  Dublin, 

lodged  in  ^ilmainhim,  and,  for  a  season  com*- 

foftably  supported :  nor  were  his  wife  and  chiU 

dren  in  the  country,  unprovided  for.    His  infor- 

matton  was  confidently  depended  on,   as  sufii* 

cient  to  convict  all  to  whom  it  extended,  and 

strong  hopes  were  entertained  that  he  might  be 

induced  to  implicate  me.    This   circumstance 

was  t:ommunicated  to  a  friend  of  mine,  by  an 

officer 
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officerof  the  North  York  Fencibles;  and,  being 
whispered  about,  I  was  warmly  solicited  to  take 
the  benefit  of  a  proclamation,  which  had  been 
formerly  issued,  or  to  leave  the  country.  Con- 
scious that  truth  could  not  charge  me,  with 
word  or  action,  which  could  expose Ibae  to  pro- 
secution, I  refused  to  do  either.  On  the  con-' 
trary,  1  visited  my  hearers,  confined  in  Down, 
every  week,  until  the  end  of  December,  which 
added  fresh  fuel  to  the  flame  which  was  to 
consume  me. 

Luckily,  for  my  friends,  in  confinement,  I 
was  tempted  to  make  a  trip  to  Dublin  at  that 
time.  While  there,  I  frequently  visited  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen,  from  Belfast,  then  prisoners 
in  Kilmainhim.  On  one  of  these  visits,  I  was 
to]d  of  Carr^  tliat  he  was  in  solitary  confinement, 
precluded  from  all  intercourse  with  tlK)se  in  the 
goal— that  he  was  frequently  visited  by  people 
from  the  castle,  and  then  treated* with  great 
severity,  because  his  information  Jell  short  of  Ids 
promises — that  he  \vas  sometimes  nearly  distrac- 
ted, from  a  sense  of  guilt,  and  the  distress  of 
his  wife  and  children,  whom  his  seducers  had 
then  abandoned— and,  that  he  could  not  pi:ose- 
cute,  lo  conviction,  one  of  the  persons  against 
whom  he  had  sworn. 

On  my  asking  how  this  could  be  ascertained, 
I  was  told  that  I  might  hear  it  all  from  his  own 

lips. 
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}ips,  if  t  chose»  and  my  own  character  also, 
before  I  left  the  gaol.     I  need  not  say,  that  I 
embraced  the  opportunity  with  avidity,    and 
b^ged  that  I  might  ,be  gratified.    One  of  the 
pna^nera. immediately  w^Ot  out,  and,  retucnmg 
in  a  i^w  minntes,  toM.  jne  thai  the. yard  was 
clear*  HaViag  iteceived  my  i08trapkions.to  keep* 
l^lose  by  the  i^9lU  h  snd  two  of  the  prisoners, 
went  out  into,  the  yard.    Qw  is>i  them  took  a 
ball,  4nd,  after  yarioua  attempts^  succeeded  in 
throwing  it  through  an  open  window,  into  an 
upper  room.     A  man  (wne. td  the  /aundow, 
returned  th^  bal^and  enquired  what  was  wanted. 
Sjimetbing  was  mejitioned*   respc^iibg  JiUhflelfy 
yfh'wh  led.  him,  0  a  detail  o£  all  he  had  done, 
and  all  he  bad  sn&red*    The  detail  was  melan* 
pholy  and  infamous.    |t  confirmed  tvery  thing 
jtoJd  m^,  ai)d  discovered  yastly  mo<*^     On  vay 
name  being,  mentioned,   be  gt^va  me  a  most 
excellent  characterw.perhaps,  better  than  I  de* 
served— declared  that  he  had  never  sceri  tne,  nor 
even  heard  of  my  being  seen,   in  any  society  of 
united  Irishmen,   though  every  body  believed  tliat 
I  was  me-^that  he  had  been  fi-equcutly  ques- 
tioned about  me,   both  in  the  North,   and  in 
Dublin— ^nd,    that  the   most  tempting  offers 
were  made  to  bim,  if  he  would  give  iQformatioi,i 
.^gainst  me.    On  being  pressed,  in  respect  to 

F  these 
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tl^ese  oiBsrs,  he  dbctareli  thkt/ii  thoiiinhd  pdnn^ 
was  to  he  lih  fi'dodrd^  oh  my  convklioii^  . 

Poatessed  ^f  this  infermittiMi  tii^  Mincl  WM 
easjr  in  tvBpect  to  my  ftietid^  Unfilled  in  Dnwii  H 
attd^  I  0W1V  I  l^lt  iolne  stftidfki(dtif«ri  ttk  tb«f 
thought^  that)  rimiilii  thtlj^  bd  bit^^iglit  to  triiit» 
at  the  Spring  ^ssifi^^  I  Woh^M  hftV^  tt  in  tfiy 
po#er  to  «R]^ote  tlieiV  p^rti^Culdfs,  thrdUgh  tfc«. 
very  t^rsMH  oa  wht^bii  hl'fe'iiMitfb'i^  tbl»l^  cttti- 
viction  was  thought  eeFfteiti,  kit^d  lAy  bMrti'ttot 
in)  possible.  H^wt^f^r^  Ihfie^  #^re  ftbt  brts^ti^ht 
to  triaii^  txsA  I  #as  di^^upp«iiitK^  tY^  jpt^iietov 
iti  Kilmaiiib*itt>  i&ilowit%  «hM  Citff'f*  Wtas  to  M 
brought  <o  Dbwm  tb  ^fOsecutfe^  ibJTohtied  hihi^» 
froifa  the  yard  &s  b«(b^e,  tfeftl  iMie^fetiOe  wouia 
boTebHttt^^  imd  hShisietf  bxpM^-tbfifrdil&catioh^ 
as  I  had  overheat^  alt  Mn  di^i^if htiotiB  rd  tbMH 
in  theiTfoBthibC  January.  H&Weiret>  he  Wa6 
brought  fdown>  liader  a  igiiard;  Mt^  whte  h€ 

eavr 

» 

■*  About  this  (irne,   Ii»"we11  as  forra'erly^  I  was  (vcqaentljr 
catrtloned  tolte  din  my  giiard^  siA  I  wdj^,  n6t  onfy  sir  icily  ivdidhcd, 
bat  in  danger  t>f  ptrsorthl  Wo/dtrh    The  foundatSMi  df  Hi^e 
cautions  wa^  in  iom^  meagre,  cdnsoKd«t«4l  by  tufonynoas 
papers,  some  of  which  were  found,  on  the  OMnmin|p  of  Sunday*' » 
in  our  nieeting-house  yard,  and  others  in  that  of  the  cutholic 
'chapel.     A  copy  of  one  of  these,  ivhich  not  only  jusiiTies  the 
'^spicioti  on  which  tbeie  ct^us^s  tr^i^e  fbcrfided,  ^t  poiirts  out 
the  cause  of  hritalions,  will  apj^ear  in  the  seqCiel  of  this  Narra* 
tivtt.     Besides  these  commonicationsj   I  had  seTcrai  privat% 
letters,  breathing  threats,  and  denouncing  me  as  more  pestiferott*- 
t)ian  an  avowed  papist. 


t 
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for  nw,  fssignis^  1))^  r«fi^fM)$i.    ifepce,  r^^Qt- 
li^p(  ftgftivM  iVA^  Wfi»  incre^se^ ;   ftnii  th«  prir 

paring  tbpt  Sflmmer,  ^l^e  spirit  of  reform 
HKllp  ATftent  9r^)  ge|Mer4  ^  ^er,  md  misetings 
cidjietl,  i^  ]|}9Jiy  cpun(Hei5«  At  ^  nuinerouft 
ipeeting  of  gentlesieiij  in  the  county  pf  Dovp^ 
a  call  of  the  free- holders  was  unanimously  agreed 
t^f  and  advertised;  but^.  be&re  the  day  ap- 
fNOJatadj  tbose  of  thfi  King's  county  were  dis^ 
parsed  by  the  military*  and  a  meeting  of  the 
comity  of  Kildare  presented  by  threats.  This 
l3ieiAg  known,  the.gi9atlejraen  of  Down  prevented 
a  Gowvty  isei^iug,  by  another  advertisement, 
lest  disturbances  should  arise^  were  the  military 
to  interfere;  but,  to  convince  the  people  that 
Hkey  bad  not  abandoned  them,  or  their  cause^ 
they  agreed  to  meet,  at  Ballynahinch,  on  the 
day  previously  appointed  for  a  county  meeting, 
9^i^  publish  svch  3  ^declaration  and  resolutions, 
119  shwld  tjbeane  be  s^proved  of.  The  wisdom 
cf^  Ibis  mttfiUM  mfL&  justified  by  the  event,  as 
the  military  were  ordered  to  Down,  and  the  last 
of  9  large  body  from  Blaris  Camp,  had  passed 
through  Ballynahiach,  only  a  few  hours  before 
rtie  gap)tle^i(en  ^aoM  there,  of  wl^m  I  had  the 
Ik^bot,  'as  usual,  to  be  called  as  one. 

^9  The 
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The  resolutions  unanimously  passed,  at  that 
meeting,  fully  satisfied  the  public  mind,  and 
the  two  last,  as  I  am  convinced  they  spoke 
truth,  should  h^ve  satisfied  government,  as  to 
the  great  object  of  public  desire.  These  declared, 
that  reform  .alone  vras  Sought  for;  and  <'  that, 
if  any  sifch  reform,  as  had  been  brought 
into  parliament,  hj/  Mr.  George  Pojtsonby, 
was  granted,  the  public  mind  wohld  be  guiei, 
content^  and  happyj* 

« 

At  all  these  meetings  I  was  present,  aud,  as 
formerly,  took  an  active  part,  and  exprestsed  my 
opinions  and  sentiments,  fully  and  explicitly^  ap 
that  ail  my  ideas  and  views,  at  this  time,  were 
as  well  known  to  every  gentleman  in  the  county, 
as  they  had  been  in  the  years  1792  and  1793«^ 

Previous  td  the  Sununer  assiaes,  it  was  under-* 
stood  that  my  friends,  in  gaol,  would,  not  only 
be  tried|  but  prosecuted  with  k^em^iesss   and 

whispers 

*  For  several  monihs^  previous  to  the  last  of  th^se  meetingtf^ 
I  had,  not  only  the  most  unreserved  and  confidential  intercourse 
with  several  gentltmen  of  the  first  reaptctability  in.  the  connty* 
and  the  roost  active  in  poblic  concerns,  in  respect  to  its  object; 
but,  at  their  de/>*rej  as  well  as  for  my  own  satisfaction,  an  intt* 
mate  correspondence  uUh  some  eminent  lawyers,  on  the  subject. 
One  of  these  was  a  member  of  parliament,  intimately  connected 
with  the  few  senatorial  fiiends  of  emancrptaing  refornk,  ani 
second  to  none,  in  constitutional  loyalty,  ^tulities,  eloqnenefw 
and  undeviating  political  integrity. 

For  a  specimen  of  tbb  correspon'flence,  see  append  lX|  No,  ^« 


iJARRATlVE.  37 

whispers  were  circulated  that  particular  lists  of 
jurors  were  in  preparation  for  the  sheriff.  Under 
these  impressions,  I  went  to  Down,  the  day 
previous  to  their  commencement^  to  procure 
what  information  I  could,  consult  with,  the 
prisonerls,  and,  convinced  as  I  was  of  their 
innocence,  render  them  what  assistance  might 
be  in  my  po)ver.  On  the  evening  of  my  arrival, 
my  success,  in  point  of  information,  far  ex- 
ceeded, even,  ray  hopes.  I  learned,  from  un- 
doubted authority,  that  the  capital  conviction 
of  my  immediate  connexions  was  despaired  of; 
but  that,  in  all  ^robabih'ty,  their  trials  would 
be  again  put  oflf^  on  some  pretext  or  other,  in 
6rder  to  prolong  their  confinement,  and  aggra- 
vate the  distress  of  themselves  and  families. 

With  this  information  t  went  to  the  gaol;  and 

Slaving  communicated  it  to  the  prisoners,  advised 

them  to  instruct  their  counsel,  to  demand  trial, 

or  liberation,  as  they  had  been  so  long  confined 

without  anjf  cliarge  brought  against  thenty  to  the 

great  injury  of  their  healthy   distress  of  their 

families,  and  ruin  of  their  circumstances.    To 

ibis  they  instantly  acceded,   and  requested  me 

to  communicate  their  wish  to  counsellors  Curran 

and  Sampson,  and  enjoin  them  to  be  guided  by 

it.     This  I  did,  early  next  morning ;  in  conse* 

quence  of  which  coanseitor  Curran  immediately 

^w^aited  on  the  attorney-general,  and  demanded 

jtbe  trial,    or  liberation,  of  the  five  prisoners 

from 
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frofii  Portaferry,  but  received  po  answer.  Q^ 
this;»  I  requested  him  ta  repeat  his  appIiic^atiQiii 
the  day  following,  which  he  did,  t9  U9  better 
purpose.  Ou  the  third  day,  he  did  the  9Wnc^ 
though  with  reluctaqce  5  bi^t,  on  hi$  retufn,  t^U) 
me,  that  he  had  some  hope  of  good^  9s  the  ilttor* 
tiey-generat  seemed  £urprisi^d  ^nd  agit9ted  hv 
the  repetition  and  peremptoriiiess  pf  his  d^iQ4iid| 
^hich  was  tlieu  ^lad^  fpr  upwftrd^  q(  tjiijlff 
prisoners^  who  liad'  determined  tp  (qIIqw  tbn 
example  of  Uie  otli^r  five.  Th^  QonM^lof 
<!;urraD  was  not  mistaken^  respecting  (be  fiffe^ 
of  Ills  IdiSt  application  |bo  the  attprn^y-g^narali 
was  rendered  probable,  by  his  (the  attor|)ey-ge« 
jieral)  being  in  conclave  witli  the  judges,  fpr  twji 
or  three  hour^  afterwards,  ^pd  th^  cpn^veol 
dispatch  of  an  express,  supposed  to  be  for  Dub* 
lin,  which  roturn^d  in  a^iut  iw\f-ei^^  hMrs 
'^by  ihe  judges  oot  coming  lAjto^dwr^^iiU  twdra 
o'docfc;  tbofjgb  noti<)«  bad  been  gjy«ii,  ^9  i^y 
heUi^^p  that  they  would  filter  on  Cfowo  )Hi«iiiea«» 
at  «iM,  or  ten^-Hftod,  by  l^eir  j^m:ihmiUiw9^  ml 
talking  tli«ir  seats,  that  persons,  in  tb«  P9igb«* 
bourhood,  ^umiaoned  to  attend  ap  wjftnesw^  MA 
trials  £9^  tr^a^oable  praciaoesi  rngbt  g<o  home 
to  tbeir  barvosAB,  till  Friday*  »f  n^  Jin^ipMik  ^f 
the  Jkiod^  would  be  broiigt^  forward  before  tb»( 
day.  Oa  that  day^  the  .€pcpir:e3f  rel;iurned  s  mcuh 
after  wbicb  the  atAoney^gc^neralAskfd  Mr^^I^iwr*' 
can,  if  bi«  'Ciientis,  on  bei^  }iber»tcA  M^idd 
e)it«r  itttg  nacogoi^ance  jt0  k^^  Ib^  pe9^?»  fpr 

a  given 


d  giVA  ikfkk.    As  he  Mmld  MoC  tt«Hnir(!r  thto 
^Msi^Mf^  ^ithdtHfcbhsoltifi^ Ihiem^  keMitf  I  (eft 

could  be  effected  was  their  consent  t6  ^eMer  }M5 

personal   recognixajnce  for  their    appearance^ 

Wh&ti  cliUed  6h«    This^  being  reported  lo  %h$ 

attoili^y  ^(enetdl,  Vvas  accepted  with  eagerness, 

And  tfefejff'  ti^er*  All  released,   on  the  day  Tol- 

loWiil^.    Afad,  ^  their  tiWatiohivaSy  princi- 

p)d)y,    attributed    to   my   intermjeddrin^,    the 

rlesfetittti^At  bt  tbeii*. prosecutors  arose  almost  t& 

in^ftfess.     tft  justice  to  the  gentlemen  oT  the 

^otmftry,  t  ^dd,  that  lew  prbsecutions  were  con* 

ducted^  With  eagethess,  ,exce))t  where  outrages 

irorte  cbitoniitted,  whiqhjustly  deserml  tlie  ven* 

^eltnce  of  the  laws  and,  among  ttiese  few,  \MdX 

i>f  the  {>^p1e  from  my  nerglibourhd^d  was  cott« 

^Vct!ibos*    The  quarter,  tronl  which  tKis  pro- 

te^6d,  was  suspected^  from  tlie  Zealand  activity 

\rf  tlie^er.  ^ohn  Clelanoi^  who  had  been  priirate 

totor  tb  tord  CasUereagh,  and  then  was  vicar  of 

Newtown  Ards^  and  agent  to  the  earl  of  London* 

deriry.    This  ^eal  was  obvjouat^  both  at  the  S|mug 

and  $u^mer  assizes;  and  presumptions  w«|se 

«o  strong,  of  his  having  returned  packed  panels 

to  the  sheriff^  that  the  array  was  twice  challen^ 

ged»  on  that  account.    That  be  made  returns 

was  not  denied,  soiar  as  I  recoltecti    but  tb^ 

triers  •detirmifiHed  tbM  they  mrare  ifiot  {MirttaK 

That  m^  persectrtitm  ^toceed^  f mm  tire  ^ame 

^quarter  1  was  templed  to  beli)eve»  for  reasons  lo 

be 
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• 

be  mentiooed  afterwards,  as  well  as  froiti  f^hel 
I  have  already  written;  and>  from.jwl^eh  tkQ 
public  may  judge,  whether,  or  nc^,  loy  beUef  waar 
well  fooaded. . 

r 

Thus  far,  I  have  detailed  ev^ry  part,  which 

*  *  *  , 

I  can  possibly  recollect,  of  my  public  conduct, 
from  my  first  interference  in. the  political  conperus 
of  my  country.  In  this  detail,  I  have  iieitber 
concealed,  nor  attempted  to  palliate,  either  act, 
or  motive.  I  have  even  related  more  than  my 
enemies  knew,  or  all  their  band  pf  informants 
could  communicate,  that  the  publiq  may  ))e 
enabled  to  view  my  character,  in  all  its  bearings, 
and  in  every  light;  and  form  an  impartial  jiidg* 
ment  of  my  merits,  and  demerits,  as  a  member 
of  the  state.  And  I  have  paused  here,  because 
I  can  prove  that,  previous  to  this  period,  my 
arrest  was  frequently  in  contemplation,  whicl^ 
implied  that,  some  parts  of  that  conduct,  wer^ 
politically  criminal,  or,  at  least,  deemed  so  tq 
be.* 

That  my  conduct,  from  the  Summer  assises, 
1797f   tmtil  the  time  of  my  arrest,  may  be 
"known,  as  well  as  that  of  the  period,  which  I 
jiave  detailed,  I  shall  now  recount  every  cir- 
cumstance 

. .  ^  For  tka  reatont  of  my  memioDiag  the  hmly  of  Stewart 
;m)  freqTi€iitly«  and,  in  wme  measure,  embodying  a  part  of  their 
political  bbtory  with  my  own,  see  appendix,  No,  3. 
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camstance  of  it  al9o>  so  far  as  would  claim  any 
][>ublic  noticej  or  be  supposed  to  implicate  me 
in  crime^ 

Daring  the  latter  end  o(  1797>  and  Spring  of 
1798^  I  passed  unnoticed,  beihg  mostly  confined 
by  bilious  attacks,  frequently  accompanied  with 
iever.  Early  in  March,  1  set  out  for  Scotland, 
to  visit  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Dickson,  who,  as  I  was 
informed  by  express,  was  dangerously  ill.  His 
death,  and  the  unseitled  state  in  which  he  left 
his  affairs,  detained  me  there,  till  the  month  of 
April.  On  wy  teturn,  my  servant,  wlio  brought 
fAy  luggage  from  Donaghadee,  was  stopped  in 
the  street  of  Portaferry,  and  carried  to  the 
guard-honse.  There,  evefy  thihg  was  scrutinized 
with  a  minuteness,  which  -excited  the  ridicule 
of  tbe  officers,  who  were  obliged  (o  perfprm  the 
task»  After  every  thing,  in  which  dangerous 
concealments  seemed  likely  to  be  contained, 
was  tossed,  shaken,  and  turned  outside  in,  to 
no  purpose,  a  large  tobacco-box,  which  had 
formerly  belonged  to  a  sea-captain,  and  wliich 
I  had  brought  from  Scotland^  as  a  Quriosity» 
was  eagerly  laid  hold  of.  As  this  box,  supposed 
to  be  fraught  with  more  evils  than  that  of 
Pandora>  was  of  steel,  and  had  lain  by,  time 
immemorial,  it  was  so  rusted  that  theinquisitors 
could  not  force  it  open.  In  their  hurry,  they 
overlooked  the.  cause  of  its  obstinacy,  and, 
attributing  it  to  a  concealed  spring,,  were  about 

G  to 
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to  donolish  it,  till  captain  Marthail,  hercafifer 
to  be  mentioned !  havnng  pointed  out  their  enpor^ 
saved  it  from  destruction.  The  cause  of  all 
Jhis  was  first  a  surmise,  and,  afterviards,  an 
assertion,  that  my  visit  to  a  dying  frieiid,  in 
Scotland,  was  only  a  pretext,  while  my  real 
business  Mas  to  form  and  pron}otc  united  societies 
there,  and  a  correspondence^  between  thtm  md 
those  of  this  country.  This  being  taken  for 
granted,  it  might  be  naturally  supposed  that 
my  common  documents  were  concealed  in  my 
luggage,  and  my  diploma  in  my  tobacco-box. 

Tliaogh  my  bilious  con>plaints  were  neariy 
remov'ed  by  sea^sickness,   change  of  air,  an4 
cxsrcise,  daring  my  excursion,  yet  the  svmp* 
«o«iis   retui-ned   sooa    afterwards;    and  I  was^ 
advised,'  hy  a  medical  friend,  not  to  resume  my 
usual  sedentary  life,    but  to  take  exercise  on 
horseback  daily,   and  drink   the   BaHinahinch. 
nvaters.     The  former  part  of  this  advice  I  imme- 
diately adopted ;   and,  as  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  supper  was  administered,  in  tite  month. 
of  May,  not  only  in  my  congregation,  but  i» 
others,  where  I  assisted,  the  riding  from  place  ^ 
$0  plaoe,  and  the  services  which  I  had  to  perform, 
afforded  exercise  in  abundance ;    but,    at*  the 
same  time,  prevented  my  going  to  Ballinahinch^ 
OS  soon  as  1  wished.     In  the  third  and  fourtU 
week  of  May,  I  spent  several  days  in  Newtown 
Ards,    on  sacramental  dutr;-  ddring  which,  I 

rodie^ 


Tode  twice  into  Belfost,  ai>d  returnedt  on  th^ 
morniag  following.  As,  about  this  time,  tW 
king's  troops  and  inaurgents.  had  freqiiei^l; 
cttgage^nents,  in  the  counties  of  Wicklow  and 
Wexford^  the  public  mjnd  ¥(as  very  mucfe 
agitated,  and  the  puJblic  ^mt  occupied,  by  raopors,. 
often  as  inconsistent  and  unfounded,  as  they, 
were  numerous  and  alarming.  In  Belfast^  I  had. 
npt  only  an  opportrmity  of  reading  those  .con-^ 
tained  in  the  public  papers,  but  of  hearing  such, 
as  were  comnxunicated  by  pri^vajte  letters,  or 
wafted  by  the  Jjr^eath  of  popular  fame.  These 
reports^  I  freery>  and,  as  far  as  I  conld,  correctly 
mentioj^ad,  in  company,  ..on  my  return  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  SinGlair,  presbyterian  minister,  at 
Newtown  Ard3  9  not  passing;,,  witbaut  remark;?,^ 
the  extravagance  of  some,  and  the  glaring  iucon- 
sbtency  of  others^  Among  these,  I  mentioned, 
one,  viz.  "  that  a  piarty  of  the  Black  Horse  had 
gone  over  to  the  insurgents^"  which,  by  the  bye, 
was  confidently  asserted,  and  generally  believed, 
for  several  days.  The  cause  of  my  now  recol- 
lecting this,  more  cori^ctly  than  others,  will 
soon  appear,  and,  at  the  same  time,  shew,  how  ^ 
^jtgerly  cause  of  elimination  against  me  was 
Runted  for,  and,  on  what  slight  pretences  I  might 
expect  to  be  laid  hold  of. 

On  Tuesday  morning.  May  29th,  I  left  Mr. 
Sinclair's  with  a  yiew  to  spend  the  day  at  Craw^i 
igcdVburn^^  the  seat  of  John  Crawford,  Esq. 

G  2  and 
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and  ride  thence,  to  Belfast,  in  the  evening. 
However  meeting  some  gentlemen,  on  their  way 
to  Belfast,*  \y ho  told  me  that  major  Crawford 
was  not  at  home,  I  accompanied  tliem  thither. 
Next  day,  I  rode  out  to  Ballygown-house,  the 
seat  of  Robert  Rollo  Reid,  E<;q.  where  1  spent' 
the  affernt)on  and  night,  that  1  might  i)e  conve- 
nient to  Saintfidd  fair,  in  which  1  intended  to 
buy  a  horse,  next  day.  On  Thursday,  I  paraded 
the  fair,  for  several  hours,  and  in  the  most 
public  manner,  but  did  not  find  a  horse,  6uch  as 
1  wished  for.  On  mentiohing  my  disappoint- 
ment, to  some  gentlemen  present,  one  of  them 
said,  that  he  knew  a  horse,  such  as  I  had  de- 
scribed  and  tliat  Ihe  proprietor  wished  to' dispose 
of  him,  but  that  neither  he  nor  the  horse  was  in 
the  fair.  On  lt?arning  that  captain  George 
Sinclair,  of  Belfast,  was  the  owner,  I  expressed 
a  wish  to  have  the  horse  sent  to  tovirn,  as  I  was 
obliged  to  be  there,  on  the  following  morning. 
On  this,  a  gentleman,  haying  looked  around 
shouted,  "  M*Ginn.''  M*Ginn  immediately 
came  forward,  and  being  requested  to  call  at 
captain  Sinclair's,  and  order  his  servant  to  take 
the  grey  horse  to  to'»vn,  next  morning,  as  there 
Avould  be  a  gentleman  th^re  to  buy  him,  pro-' 
mised  thht  he  would. 

M 

This  being  settled,  the  day  far  spent,  and  roj 
appetite  keen,  I  went  to,  what  was  called  the 
best  inn,  (I  believe,  Elliot's)  to  get  some  refresh- 

*  meqt 
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inent  Froni  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  the 
place,  1  could  not  get  a  morsel,  with  any 
comfort.  Oh  this  -disappointment,  1  called  at 
the  house  of  a  David  Shaw,  where  I  got  some - 
excellent  cold  beef,  drank  one  tumbler  of  punch, 
and  imoi'ediately  left  town,  with  an  intention  of 
returning  to  Belfast,  without  having  entered  a 
house  in  Saintfield,  except  the  ion,  as  above 
mentioned,  and  that  of  David  Shaw ;  or  spoken 
to  an  individual,  except  in  the  public  fair.^ 

These  circumstances,  though  seemingly  trivial, 
will  afterwards  appear  of  some  importance, 
from  their  relation  to  M'Ginn,  as  the  message 
about  the  horse,  is  trahsformed,  by  John 
Hughes,  ibto  a  message  to  him,  then  in  Belfast, 
.relative  to  my  intended  removal  to  Ballinahinch. 

I  mention 

*  1  hare  mentioned  the  two  nights,  spent  wUh  Mr.  Reid,  as 
ttitfy  were  the  fifth  and  sixth  before  my  arrest,  tor  several  rta* 
AOns.  1st,  he  h^d  been  my  pOpil,  from  his  seventh  (o  the  en4 
of  Ws  tenth  year.  ^(Uy,  in  consequence  of  this  I  had  lived  \i\ 
f>€rfect  confidence  wilh  him  whenever  wc  met.  Sdly,  from 
these  circumstances,  I  might  be  supposed  to  have  unbosomed 
ni5^seir,  to  him,  respecting  my  military  command,  &c.  &c. 
especially,  as  fame  had  conferred  on  him  the  rank  of  colonel. 
4chty,  on  the  latter  of  these  evenings,  he  expressed  great  unea- 
fliness/  from  the  anprthension  tliat  Mr.  Clchind  would  call, 
while  I  was  with  him.  And  5!hly,  he  was  one  of  the  reputed 
informers,  after  my  arrest  and,  on  whose  information,  my 
<K>nviction  was 'deemed  certain;  as  he  had  been  obliged  to  flee 
ihc  country  in  1707,  and  permitted  to  return;  through  interest  so 
ipeeiait  that  under  the  influence  of  reviving  loyally,  cherished 
by  gratitude,  his  testimony  was  counted  on,  as  a  matter  of 
iPoarse,  and  great  tirngs  expected  from  it. 
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I  mtwjt'voii  thW,  also,  for  ano^iij?r ;  reaiswu. 
Daring  .the  whole  of. my  stay,  in  Saintfield,  on. 
tlMit  day,  I -was  so  &it;Ufully  attended,  at  humble, 
^ii&tanice,  by  a  few  gentleinep,  tl>at^  whenever 
1  ]«»oked  rouuK*,  tliey  met  uiy  eye,  .  I  ;5ay  *^  gen- . 
ikmen/'  because  one  of  xhem  was  possessed  of 
XV  ccMasiderablc  landed  property,  and  another  a^ 
<3igaitary  of  the  churchy  and«  to  all  &uc^^> 
CjMirtesy  «nd  custom  allow  tlujLt  appellatioa.^      , 

In  the  evening,  instead  of  proceecling  (o  BeFfast, 
I  fi&opi>ed  at  Ballygpwn,  wlierel  slept  that  ni^gj^t 
alsojr  and  next  morning^^  set  out. for  BdifuAa 
on  business,  and  in  hope  of  seeing  capt,  Sioclair, 
and  his  horse;  bul^  unCortunately,  the  cap4aHK 
M'as  not  at  home,  and.th^  hor^e  ws^s^not  sent  tkf 
lowA«  I  suppose  Mr.  M'Ginii.  bad  mi^tak^Mt, 
liis  route,  as  well  as  the  purport  of  his  message* 

Qn  this  disappointment,  s|s  the  horse  whieh 
I  rode,  was  not  only  a  slow  traveller,  btot  w^ak, 
1  intended  to  go  part  of  the  way,  that  etrtening 
<o  Bailee,  where,  by  appointment  of  presbytery, 
I  was  to  preach  next  day,  and  administer  the 

sacraoMnt 

^  Whatever  ideas  the  f  articular  atientloa  of  these  gentlemea 
excited  at  the  time,  I  have  frequently  reSected  on  h  siaoe^ 
with  eqaai  pkasare,  and  gratitude,  thoQgh  not  gratitude  to 
them.  It  supplies  a  strong  presumption,  at  least,  thatliraa 
neither  in  improper  compafiy,  nor  improperly  employed,  oa 
that  occasion ;  whatever  may  have  been  surmised  afterwards, 
on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Hughes^  who  will-be  introduced  ia 
Abe  se^eL 


imcraiaefyt  of  the  lord's  •^vpper,.  ^n  the  day 
foHowhig.  H<we?er,  as  I  VKtsmoiHUftng,  Inm 
accosted  by  Mr.  Jt>hm  GoiiUeri  of  CoWtwi,  M4iOi 
OB  knofri<»g  my  situation,  pressed  me  to  g^ 
home  with  hm,  and  promised  to  accommodate 
me,  with  a  horse^  which  would  carry  me*  ta 
Bailee^  in  due  time  next  morning^  with  ease 
and  safety.  1  did  so,  and,  setting  out  early  iiir 
the  morning,  reached  Downpatrick,  twenty- 
miles  distant,  before  eJevea  o'clock.  * 

On  my  arrival,  a  new  crrcumstanee  oicdrred, 
which  proved,  with  what  avidHy  my  incnlpatioit 
was  sought  for,  and  with  what  eagerness  every 
word  of  mine  wa»  laid  hold  of,  by  the  minions 
at  Newtown*  Ards,  which,  €?venfcy  implication, 
could  possibly  lead  to  it.  Before  I  could  enter 
the  inn,  at  which  I  stopped,  captain  Marshall, 
of  the  York  FenciMes,  wjiiom  1  have  already 
mentioned,  came  up  to  me,  and,  accompanying^ 
fne  into  a  room,  told  me,  with  aflfectronate  agi- 
tation, that  he  had  been  at  Portaferry,  in  my 
iftbsence,  with  a  message  from  colonel  Stapleton, 
to  enquire  on  w^at  authority  I  had  sard,  at  Mr^ 

Sinclair's 

*  1.  hope  tbi9  cirmimstance  will  he^KecoJltcteJ^  '\%hAn  t^e 
tcBiimony  of  Jjohix  Hughes  shall  be  brought  forward ;  as  he  i* 
made  to  swear  that  I  was  t4  go  to  Mr.  Pottinger's,  not  on« 
ttuleiirftca  Ballast,  outhat  day^  an^  wait- there  till  seven  o'Ctoclc 
inl^  ereningf.lb^  tue  qiigill  hsv^au. opportunity  of  sejidiiig 
0k»  the  iutelJigence  for  wnich  I  had  come  to  Belfast;  whicii 
intelligence,  lie  also  swears  that  I  couuiiunieated  to  him  at  the 
flame  time. 


f 
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Siflclaii'^s,  oh  Monday,  "  that  a  party  of  tb€l 
Black  Horse  had  gone  over  to  the  insurgente^'' 
Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  colonel  Stapletoii 
xvas  an  entire  stranger  to  me,  and,  tliat  lie  was 
then  resident  in  Newtoubn  Ard&  I  !  I  ! 

I  immediately  gave  captain  Marshall  ant 
account  ad  before  written,  of  that  and  other 
reports  of  the  day,  which  1  had  repeated  there, 
and  begged  that  he  might  communicate  it  to 
colonelStapleton.  He  said,  he  had  much  rather 
I  would  write  to  the  colonel.  I,  therefore^  got 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  him,  that  I  had 
repeated  the  *^  rumour  of  the  Black  Horse,"  and 
several  others,  at  Mr.  Sindaii's,  on  Monday, 
as  the  common  reports  of  that  morning  in  Bel* 
fast— that,  if  I  had  been  there,  two.days  after^ 
wards,  on  my  return  from  the  same  place,  I 
could,  and  perhaps  would,  have  repeated  many 
.more,  which  wdre  in  general  circulation— and 
that  I  would  not  have  thought  myself  blameable 
in  so  doing:  but  that,  if  any  farther  inquiry 
was  deemed  necessary,  "  /  would  be  found  aC 
Bailee^  the  two  following  days,  and  in  Portaferry 
at  night;  and  that,  for  some  zveeks  aflerrvards,  T 
would  be  found  at  BaUinahinchy  from  noon  on 
Monday^  until  the  same  hour  on  Saturday,  and 
on  the  intermediate  time,  in  Portaferry,  on  th^ 
road  between  the  two  places''  1  his  letter  I  read 
to  captain  Marshall,  sealed^r  put  into  his  band; 

and 
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tind  saw  him  deliver  it  to  a  dragoon,  theii 
mounted  at  the  door,  and  waiting  for  his  di$* 
patches  to  the  colonel. 

This  done»  I  hurried  off  to  Bailee,  four  miled 
distant,  where  I  arrived  in  time  to  perforin  the 
service  allotted  me.    Agreeable  to  what  I  had 
written  to  colonel   Stapleton,  I  went  to  Porta- 
ferry,  in  the  evening.  Next  morning,  I  returned 
to  Bailee,  performed  the  duties  of  the  day,  and 
went  back  to  Portaferry.     On  Monday,  I  at- 
tended again,  at  Bailee;   and  after  the  service 
of  the  day,  baptised  a  child  for,  and  dined  with 
a  Mr.  Johri  M'Neown,  a  very  respectable  farmer 
of   that   neighbourhood.      After    dinner,*   the 
conversation  turned  on  "  the  Jtoggings^^*  "  jA^i)- 
ings  with   redJiot  iroiiy^  and  "•  /w//^ hangings,'* 
which  foi"  some  time  had  been  practised  in  the 
country.  "Very  well,"  said  oneof  ther  company, 
if  they  do    not    proceed   to  whole-hanging.'* 
"  Well,  indeed  :'*^  said  I,  "  for  my  part,  from 
what  I  am  experiencing,  and  the  maaner  in 
which  I  am  hunted,  I  am  sure   they  will  hang 
me  if  they  can  find  any  plausible  pretext,*'  or 
words  to    that    effect.     This  circumstance,    I 
'  mention,  only  on  kccount  of  the  base  use  that 
-%vas  made  of  it,  several  years  afterwards,  by  a 
reverend  brother,  as  will  appear  in  the  sequel 
of  this  Narrative.     And   I  beg  it  may  be  re- 
membered that  this  conversation  took  place  in 
presence  of  two,  clergymen,  a  wealthy  lineA- 

H  draper. 
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draper^  and  a  large  company  of  respectabfe 
country-people,  ^Uh  none  of  whom  I  wa» 
pertonally  acquaiDted,  except  tlie  clergymen  and 
liMtt-draperA 

A  few  minuter  after  thi»  conversation,  the 
linen  dtaper,  a  Mr.  James  Brown^  and  I  mounted 
our  hordes,  and  traveled  together  until  within 
H  mile  of  Ballinahinch.  Captain  Magenist  of 
the  CastieweUan  yeom^nry»  and  another  gen- 
tleman wejre  my  companions^  foj^  that  mile« 
Whfa  we  .parted>  I  drove  to  the  inn,  where! 
supped  alone,,  and  slept  that  night.  Anxi9as^ 
to  receive  benefit,  as  soon  as  possible*  I  rode 
out  to  the  well,  at  seven  o^clock*  next  morning,, 
nnd  drank  the  w^ter;  did  the  same  at  one;  and 
a  third  time,  at  five  in  the  evening.  On  my 
third  trip,  I  felt  happy  in  meeting-  Edward 
Smith,  Slsq.— »a  man  of  excellent  character,. 
approoed  loyalty,  and  an  oDicer  in  liis  majesty's- 
revenue,  with  a  sisti^r,  on  their  way  to  lodgings^ 
which  they  had  taken*  for  the  season^  Thither 
I  accompanied  them,  and  spent  some  time  witlv 
them,  devising  means  of  §:etting  accommodattoi» 
in  the  same  house;  after  whk^h  I  returned  direct 
to  town. 

As  the  hour  of  this  return  was  the  last  of  mjr 
liberty,  for  three  yearsy  seven  mofiths^  and  seven 
days,  I  quit  it  witli  regret.  Let  nie  therefore 
pause^  and  request  n\y  readers  to  review  the 

'  occurrences 
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occurrences  of  the  last  two  months,  as  I  have 
related  the^;  and  the  relation  of  tvhich,  I 
challenge  any  man  living  fp  controvert  I  be- 
lieve^  it  has  never  been  alleged  that  any  plan 
of  the  Northern  insurrection  was  dfgesrted, 
previous  to  the  month  of  March.  As  I  was 
out  of  the  kingdom,  during  the  greater  part  of 
that  and  the  month  following,  I  could  have  no 
part  in  what  was  then  done.  Indeed,  noAe  of 
the  informers,  so  far  as  1  know,  have  brought 
any  chprges  against  me,  during  that  period. 
The  suoceediag  period,  of  less  than  six  weeks, 
I  have  accounted  for,  almost  to  a  day,  and  even 
that  day  iio  one  of  them  has  filled  up,  as 
mi^fat  have  been  supposed,  from  their  accounts 
of  themselves^  by  mentioning  a  single  meeting 
with  any  brother  ^enerat to  concert  a  plan  of 
operations;  or  with  the  colonels  under  my  com- 
mand,  to  give  them  necessary  instructions.  Yet 
I  may  have  beea  a  general,  for  aught  that 
appears  to  the  contrary;  and  I  may  not  have 
beea  a  gener^  though  peopie  «aid  I  was.  But 
be  that  as  it  was,  general,  or  no  general,  it 
appears  from  the  cases  of  the  **  tobacco-box** 
and  '^  Black  Horse,*^  as  well  as  other  circum- 
stancesy  that  my  doom  was  pre-determined, 
though,  contrary  to  expectatiqn,  it  did  not 
fxove/ataL  Perhaps,  however,  as  Mr.  Pollock 
•aid  afterwards  *^  bad  I  been  left  to  myself  two 
4ay^  longer^  it  might  have  been  otherwise/^ 

U%  It 
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*  ) 

It  was  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  June,  that 

I  retuf nedj  from,  my  interview  with  Mr.  Smith, 
to  Ballin^hinch.  I  had  scarcely  sitten  down  in 
my  room^  when  a  servant  informed,  me  tliat  a 
gentleman,  in  the  street,  requested  to  speak  to 
me.  On  going  out,  I  met  captain  Magenis, 
already  mentioned,  in  company  with  a  lieute- 
nant Lindsay  of  the  same  corps.  We  walked 
out  of  town,  at  the  request  of  captain  Magenis 
and,  alter  much  hesitation  and  embarrassment, 
he  informed  me,  in  great  agitation^  that  there 
had  been  a  meeting  of  yeomanry  ofTicers,  that 
day,  in  Clough;  and,  that  he  had  received  a 
letter,  from  colonel  lord  Annesley,  ordering  him 
to  detain  me,  as  a  prisoner,  till  he  should  receive 
farther  instructions/'  I  begged  that  he  would  be 
composed,  for  that  I  was  perfectly  easy,  aslcould 
bid  defiance  to  malice  itself,  if  unsupported  by 
villainy,  in  respect  to  every  part  of  my  conduct. 
On  asking  him  for  his  warrant,*  he  told  me  that  he 
had  only  his  lordships  letter;  and  that,  as  I  had 
a  horse  I  might  take  a  ride.  This  I  declined,'and 
asked  him  and  Mr.  Lindsay  to  accompany  me  to 
my  room,  as  I  bad  saddle-bags  and  papers 
there,  which  it  might  he  proper  for  them  to 
e^^amine.  This  also  they  positively  reftised  to 
do.  I  then  told  them,  that  I  would  retire,  and 
requested  them  to  place  sentinels  on  the  inn, 
lest  they  should  be  charged  with  neglect  of 
duly.  This  also  they  refused,  saying,  that  they 
sui)postd  my  detention  was  only  a  whim  of  his 

lordshipi 


w 
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» 

lordship,  and  that  I  wdnld  be  discharged  in  the 
morning.  However^  at  my  earnest  request, 
they  placed  a  serJeant  in  the  house>  a  distant 

• 

relation  of  the  familv,  who  took  his  rest,  during 
the  nighty  tvithout  giving  himself,  or  me,  any 
trouble.  This  politeness  and  confidence  I 
mention  with  pleasure}  and  am  sorry  that  I 
shall  have  so  few  instances  of  the  kind  to  record, 
as  having  occurred  during  my  confinement  in 
Ireland.* 

About  noon,  next  day,  a  colonel  Bainbrtdge 
arrived  in  Baliinahinch,  from  Lisburn,  gave- 
orders  for  my  transmission  thither,  and,  wif/iout' 
seeing  nie^  proceeded  to  Montalto»  to  call  on 
lady  dowager  Moira.  ^Being  informed  of  this, 
]  dispatched  a  messenger,  after  him,  to  request, 
that,  as  I  was  in  a  delicate  state  of  health,  and 
the  weather  intensely  hot,  I  might  be  permitted 
to  ride,  or  travel  in  a  chaise.  The  answer  I 
received  was  not  only  blunt,  but  cruel:  "  A 
ekaisey  and  be  damned  !  Let  him  walby  or  take  a 
seat  on  tite  car^  which  goes  to  town  with  the  old  guns  J^ 

w  • 

Irritated  wjlh  this  harshness,  so  different  from 
the  treatment,  which  I  bad  experienced,  on  thf 
preceding  evening,  I  determined  to  walk,  be  the 
consequence  as  to  my  health,  what  it  might. 
About,  four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  I  set  out 

with 

*  This  confinement  commenced  in  the  fifth  month  of  my 
^3d.  year. 
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with  a  guacd  of  14  men»  and  a  car  loaded  witU 
old  guns,  over  a  very  rough  and  hUly  road  of 
eight  miles,  under  a  scorching  sun,,  and  enve« 
loped  in  clouds  of  dust.  We  reached  JLisburn^ 
about  eight  in  the  evening.  I  need  not  say  th^t 
I  was  exl>austed^  almost  to  fuintness.  The  mp- 
meut  that  I  was  refreshed  by  some  wipe  and 
water,  and  a  change  of  the  flannels  pe:fct  my 
skin,  I  waited  on  general  GoldiCi  who  received 
me,  with  all  the  politeness  of  a  gentleo^an  and 
a  soldier.  On  observing  the  exhausted  state, 
in  whidi  I  was,  he  espressed  iiis  sorrow  ^hut  he 
could  not  acc(»man9daie  me  with  it  hid  i/a  hi(S 
own  lodgittgps,,  aind  toM  me  that  tiie  f^aoe  of 
confihemeiit  in  lisbum,  was  aiKih  that;  my 
passing  a'  night  in  il;  aaighfc  enditnger  my  life ; 
but,,  added,  that  I  might '  take  a  earrisfe,  in 
trhicb  he  would  send  a  <tec9eei  seijeint,  wi^ 
tte;  to  Belfast,  under  an  escort  of  two^rngaoa^ 
and  that  he  was  sure  general  Nugei»t  wmU 
immediately  release  me,  ^  m  ikere  wms  na  ^rge^ 
€f  any  kindy  agmnsi  me  -,  a  snspideil  pi»fy  asist* 
ing  tha;t,  as  I  had  a  general  aoquaiutttuc^  w 
Scotland,  spent  a  considerable  time  there,  in 
Spring,  and  had  been  very  mnch  on  horsebaek, 
since  my  return,  I  migiit  have  been  promoting 
a  connexion  between  the  disaffected  here,  and 
people  of  the  same  description,  in  that  country.** 

Gratified  with  the  attention  and  openness  of 
the  general^  jtnd  flattered  with  the  prospect 

of 
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of  immediate  liberatioo^ .  I  ordered  a  chaise^ 
and,  my  eseort  being  ready,  I  harried  off  to 
Belfast,  little  thinking  that  all  my  fairy  prospects 
should  so  soon  foe  blasted^  and  my  expeetationd 
disappointed.  On  my  arrital  at  the  general's 
quarters,  I  sent  in  the  serjeant  to  receive  hi^ 
commands.  Instead  of  liberation,  these  were 
to  ^*  carry  me  to  the  black- hole y"*  then  a  guard-* 
house  and  prison,  '*  and  there  to  detirer  me 
into  safe  custody/^  He  did  not  even  deign  to 
see  me  r 

Haying  reached  the  black-hoU,  I  y9iA  politely 

sliewn  IB,'  and  admitted  without  mu€h  cerentonj^ 

On  admission,  I  there  foand  M  r*  Robert  H  uftter^ 

amerefaant  of  the  town,  who  bad  beea  introduced 

a  lew  minntes  before^  and  was  undergoing,  aa 

txamtnatiott,  about  arms  found  %m  his  stores. 

In  this  all  were  so  intevested»  that  my  entrance 

was  little  noticed,  till  some  of  the  soldiers  of 

the;  Monaghan  militia,   who  were  on  gaard^ 

obseirring  my  exhausted  s>tuaibn,  civilly  offered 

me  a  seat,  on  a  large  pidtlbrm,  which  serfed 

them  for  chairs,  table^  and  bed..   This'o^r  I 

gtadiy  embraced,  as  I  was  extremely  fatigued. 

Mr.  Hunter's  examination  being  finished,  I  was 

a^ked  some  questions,   my  answers  to  which 

secured  me  pouessian  qfmj^seatp  of  wbicU  Mr. 

Hunter  came  and  took  part     I  than  inquired, 

where  we  were  to  be  accommodated,   during 

the  night,  and  was  answered,  in  a  very  rough 

\one, 
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tone,  "  you  are  to  stay  where  you  are/'  Aftef 
some  tiine>  I  asked^  if  I  might  be  permitted  to 
send  for  some  refreshment.  Thiiii  as  we  were 
told  by  a  serjeant,  do  commissioned  officer 
being  present,  was  positively  forbidden.  How- 
ever, on  sending  for  the  captain  of  the  guard, 
he  came  to  us,  and  being  told  my  situation^  in 
particular,  he  kindly  ordered  that  whatever  we 
wanted  or  might  want,  during  the  night,  should 
be  procured  far  us.  His  orders  were  obeyed  -y 
and  we,  having  refreshed  ourselves,  asked  if 
there  was  any  spot,  where  we  might  enjoy  a 
few  hours  rest^  on  which  one  of  the  soldiers, 
civilly  enough,  offered  U9  a  part  pf  their  plat- 
form, on  which  we  could  stretch  ourselves  at 
length;  and,  as  no  better  place  could  b^  pro- 
cured, hei^  we  were  obliged  to  lay  ourselves 
down  on  hard  boards,  covered  with  filth  and 
dust,  without  covering,  and  with  my  saddle-bags 
as  our  common  pillow.  To  aggravate  our  feeU 
ings,  we  were  uauseal;ed  with  stenchj  and 
stunned  with  a  continued  torrent  of  ribaldry, 
oaths,  and  obscenity  during  great  part  of  the 
night.      Disgusting    as    this  scene   was,     and 

painful 

*  The  captain  of  the  guard  was  Robert  Wallace,  E*«q, 
thea  an  officer  in  the  Belfast  yeomanry,  and  now  a  major  of 
brigade.  He  is  son  to  the  late  Joseph  Wallace,  Esq.  whese 
nieiuory  will  ever  be  revered  by  ail  who  knew  hira«  I'hat 
his  son  inhJerits  his  mild  and  amiable  virtues,  I  have  no  rtasoa 
to  doubt  That  he  may  ever  enjoy  that  inheritance,  is  mv 
fervtnt  wish. 
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painful  to  opr  feelings,  to  us  these  pains  tj^erd 
only  the  beginning  of  sorrows.* 

In  the  morning  we  had  breakfast  brought  us, 
from  Mr.  tlunteys,  after  which  we  were  detained 
in  this  loathsome  abode^  till  about  two  o'clork 
iQ  the  aftet-noon,'  when  We  were  removed  to 
the  Donegal  Arms,  then  the  jPrevost.  prison. 
Thei'e,  four  others  and  I  Were  thrust  into  a  room, 
about  sixteen  feet  by  ten  broad,  without  taWe,* 
chair,  or  any  other  furniturcj  whatever}  and, 
as  our  only  window  was  unsecured,  by  iroja 
bars  or  bolts,  a  chalked  line  was  drawn  across 
the<loor,  about  six  feet  from  it,  and  intimation 
given  us,  not  to  set  a  foot  over  said  line,  under 
pain  of  instant  punishment.  This  left  a  space, 
of  about  tett  feet  square,  in  which,  five  pe^pl** 
accustomed,  at  least,  to  the  comfortable  con- 
veniencies  of  life,  some  of  them  to  its  luxuries, 
were  to  take  their  exefrcise,  eat,  -  and  sleep! 
Besides,  as  there  was  but  one  window  in  the 
room,  we  were  obliged  to  have  it  kept  open, 

'  to' 

«  That  this  charge  may  not  lie  against  the  Monaghan  regiment 
jnsfice  requires  that  its  weight  shoutU  be  laid  on  one  of  their 
efficers,  by  whom  the  scene  complained  of  was  acted,  and 
patroqized.  His  name,  as  I  was  informed,  is  Cros*  Of  the 
-wretch  I  had  no  previous  knowledge,  nor  do  I  recollect  that  I 
ever  saw  him  afterwards,  during  my  confinement.  Jhe  viieness 
of  his  conduct  delicacy  win  not  allow  me  to  mention.  Let 
bim  recite  it  if  he  dare.  OF  tlie  other  officers,  I  mast  say, 
that  their  conduct,  so  &r  as  I  erer  knew  or  heai?l,  was  eaually 
becoming  gentlemen  and  soldiers. 


4    , 


to  preyenC    sunEocation,    as  the  weather  \va» 
intensely  hot;   and,  as  the  yard  was  covered 
with  filth,  and  the  ofiie^s  a  horse  barrack,  we 
wrere  annoyed  day  and  night,   y^'itix  offensive 
gmelb,  noise  and  uproar.     Thus  aceommodatedjr 
we  were  allowed  to  send  for  beds  to  lie  on,-  and 
elothes  to  cover  us.     tVe,   therefore  oy^ered 
two  mattrasses,.  havrng  joom  for  no  mprej  bu^ 
as  th^  did  not  arrive  tin  a  few  minutes  after 
Jour  o^dock;  which  a?  we  were  informedy  was^ 
the  latest  hour  of  ingress  to  our  prison,  they* 
%ere  not  permitted  to  be  introduced.    Hencr 
we  were  obliged  to  lie^  another  night,  on  bar^ 
'boards.    They  were  clean,  however,  which  rea- 
dered  them  ppef<SFable  to  those  qf  the  btack-liolc. 
Jn  addition  to  all  this,  we  were  oh}i^ed  to  sit  up^ 
<to  be  coontedy  on  the  exch^n^pe  pf  seatinelsi. 
which  took  place  J  evcvy  second  Iwur. 

m 
I 

I£therto,notlMng  like  insurrectioni  had  taken 
j^taoe  in  Ulster.     When  we  were  treated,   as^ 
above,   before  the  insurrection,    nothing,    but 
increased  severity,  was  to  be  expected,  after  its- 
commencement.      Indeed,    we    were    scarcely 
assared  of  the  fact,  till  we  were  made  to  feot 
its  effects.    Th^  number  of  our  sentmels  was 
increased,  their  passions  were  irritated  against 
us,  and  theif  language  becatne  so  insolent  and 
outrageous,   that   we  congidered  our  liv^s   iii 
imminent  danger.    After  the  affray  at  Antrim » 
we  w^e  particularly  almmed  and  harassed  hy 
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the  dnfoom^  of  tbe  ^d.  re^ment,  enfaged* 
aa  Ihey  w^re,  by  the  k>89  which  tAi^y  tuMi- sos- 
taified*.  As  their  barraick  \iras  in  out  tete^  they 
had  te  pass  our  open  window^  going  in  or  tf«t. 
Hence^.  our  ears  weM  stmieied  wUh  their  itftpre- 
catio08»  oatha,  and  declarations  to  our  sen-- 
titldfl^  thaty  ^  were  they  so  placed^  they  would 
not  leave  otte  of  ua  aiive.**  On  more  occasions 
thaa  one,  steue  <^  tbetn  got  into  the  Prevdst» 
made  ti:ieir  way  to  the  door  of  our  apartment, 
And  threw  ia  dead  fingera,  thumbs,  &c.  &e* 
On  one  occaoiou,  an  individisal  wrested  a  musket 
from  one  o(  oiir  sentinds,  leveiied  it  sueoessirely 
at  our  heads,  as  we  sat  on  the  floor  and  swore 
that»  **  if  he  had  hi»  will,  for  five  minutea,  he 
would  do  for  us  every  man/'  Perhaps,  he  would 
then  have  done  so,  in  the  fury  which  agitated 
nim,  had  not  James  Bell,  Pre  vest  serjeant, 
rushed  forward,  laid  hold  of  the  musket,  and 
dragged  him  away.  In  justice  to  said  Bell, 
whose  office  of  executioner  had  not  yet  extin*^ 
gttbhed  the  feelings  of  the  man,  I  add,  that  he 
immediately  reported  this  outrage  to  the  com* 
manding  officer,  on  which  such  orders  were 
given,  as  prevented  a  repetition  of  the  like 
afterwards.  < 

Though  we  now  thought  that  the  situation^ 
in  which  we  were  placed,  could  scarcely  be 
rendered  worse,  we  soon  found  ourselves  mise- 
rably mistaken.     After  tte  insurrection   took 

I  2  place 
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^plaoe  in  the  county  of  Down,  the  numbei*  of 
prisoners  was  greatly  increased,  and  they  were 
gener^aliy  huddled  together,  without  regard  to 
.either  Qge  or  station.  Of  these,  many  were 
destitute  of  the  means  of  procuring  a  morsel 
o(  bread,  or  a  wad  of  straw  to  spread  over 
the  boards  on  which  they  were  obliged  to  lie^ 
and)  in  the  prevailing  alarm  and  ferment,  no 
^Uentiqn  was  paid,  for  some  weeks,  either  to 
their  wants  or  their  distresses,  by  the  servants 
pf  govemment  In  fact,  they  must  have  died 
of  hunger,  had  they  not  been  supported  by 
their  fellow-prisoners,  and  a  number  of  families 
in  B^lf^i^t,  who  generously  supplied  them  with 
food,  and  other  necessaries.  This,  in  addition 
%0  the  expenses  of  self-support,  pressed  very 
heavily  on  spme  among  us,  who,  regardless  of 
prudence,  implicit^ly  obeyed  the  calls  of  hu* 
insanity.  Besides,  from  the  multitude  of  pri- 
soners, the  house  was  daily  becoming  dirty, 
and  the  air  noxious;  and,  from  the  accumulated, 
und  accumqUting,  fiiih  in  the  yard,  our  open 
windows,  instead  of  relief,  only,  admitted  air 
more  offensive,  »nd  aliiftost  equally  dangerous. 
Though  spme  of  these  things  were,  unavoidable 
in  our  situation,  yet  others  certainly  afforded 
cause  of  complaint;  and  all  of  them  were  sour9es 
©f  sufferings^  or  danger3  to  us. 


A3 
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As^  the  frequent  change  of  sentinels,  which 
I  have  already  mentioned,  and  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  nearly  deprived  us  of  sleep,  the 
execution  of  ^a  new  order  was  equally  unfavor- 
able to  our  composure  of  mind.  After  the 
several  battles,  in  the  county  of  Down,  though 
the  insurrection  was  quelled,  alarm  seemed  to 
gain  strength.  In  consequence,  on  each  change 
of  our  guards,  the  soldiers  were  made  to  load 
with  ball-cartridge,  in  our  presence;  and,  or- 
dered, if  any  new  disturbance  should  arise,  to 
put  us  every  man  to  death,  in  justice,  I  here 
mention  with  pleasure,  that  not  one  ofHccr,  so 
far  as  I  recollect,  offered  us  an  insult,  on  these 
occasions ;  and  that  few  gave  the  orders,  before 
mentioned,  without  evident  symptoms  of  sensi- 
bility and  regret, 

Under  the  uneasiness,  which  these  orders 
occasioned  within,  we  were  not  free  from 
anxiety  about  things  without.  We  knew  that 
trials  had  commenced,  and  that  executions, 
spiking  of  heads,  &c.  &c.  were  taking  place; 
but  as  our  friends  were  denied  admission  to  us, 
we  owed  all  our  circumstantial  information  to 
what  we  Overheard  among  the  soldiers,  and  the 
communications  of  the  *  Prevost  serjeant,  who 
frequently  visited  us;  and  these  were,  generally 
made  with  marked  emphasis,  and  accompanied 
with  hints  not  very  pleasing,  to  which  his  blood- 
besprinkled 
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besprinkled  trowsers,  aod^  Bometimes,  fasuds 
igtained  with  blood,  gave  the  force  of  plainet 
language 

Before  the  commeQcement  of  these  trials, 
resolutions  of  extending  them  seem  to  have  been 
formed,  and  measures  takien  to  procure  infor- 
mation against  individuals,  who  had  beea  arrested 
before  the  insurrection,  of  whom  I  was  one. 
To  attain  this,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
apprehend  some  of  their  least  suspected  dealers 
in  information:  denounce  them,  as  ringkaders 
in  sedition^  whose  conmctian  teas  certain  ^  and, 
under  this  denunciation,  place  them  among  the 
victims  devoted  to  death*  This  measure  seeois 
to  have  been  adopted,  ia  the  hope,  that  com-* 
passion  would  be  excited,  among  their  fellow-* 
prisoners,  by  the  supposed  certainty  of  their 
iate^  and  that,  in  the  warmth  of  tbateompits-' 
sion,  confidenlial  eohversotioo  might  be  brought 
about^  in  which  something  would  be  elicited^ 
to  confirm  their  information,  and  ensure  the 
ruin  of  their  devoted  neighbours. 

The  first  of  these,  of  whom  I  had  any  know<* 
ledge,  or  by  whom  I  was  beset,  was  the  notoriouB 
John  Hughes— *a  man,  some  years  before^  of 
considerable  respectability,  but  with  whom  I 
never  had  any  particular  connexion,  or  evea 
intimate  acquaintance.  However,  he  was  fixed 
on,  as  most  likely  to  succeed  in  entrapping  me 

and 
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ftnd  a  few  Others.    Wkh  a  view  to  thiar,  oppoN 
iMfkity  was  taken  to  excite  ow   cooipassion; 
either  oa  the  day  of^  or  after,  his  arrest    We 
were  Entertained  with  a  fable  t^nly  affectmg— • 
^  that  there  was  no  hope  of  sating  Ws  life— 
that  his  mip^  was  deranged— that  he  was  treated 
with  great  crueky— -and,   that  bet  was  placed 
among  a  crowd  of  poor  wretehea^  with  whom 
iie  could  neither  have  conversation,  nor  comfort.'^ 
This  pathetic  iicticHi  was  inmiediately  followed 
with  an  observation  that,  <^  if  we  ^onfld  possibly 
make  room  for  him>  taking  him  to  us  would  be 
an  act  of  the  greatest  charity/'    Completely 
in^posed  oti  by  the  tale,  we  instantly  yielded 
to    the   application,,  and    smothering   thoogh 
w^  were,  received  him  into  our  stove.    On  hi» 
entrance,    hi9  look?  and   manner  were  wild, 
unsettled,  and  strongly  marked  with  mielaacholy. 
Afterwards,  be  talked  in  a  despofiding  tone, 
of  tHe  certainty  of  his  convictioB,  and  sometimes 
of  a  secret  conspiracy  against  bim,  in  which# 
as  appeared,   he  considered  some  of  u?  con- 
cerned.    At  other  times,  he  would  start,  wit|i 
seeming  horror,  and  exclaim  that  the  sentinet 
was  about  to  riioot  him.     Op  the  whole,  though 
he  sometimes   talked   soberly,    and   generally 
listened  attenticcly  to  our  conversation,  he  acted 
his  part  so  well,  at  intervals,  that  during  two 
nights,  and  the  intermediate  day  I  was^as  fully 
convijiced  of  bis  df^rapgement,  as  I  was  of  my 
own  existence ;  and  under  this  impression,  not 

only 
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only  prayed  with  him,  and  for  him^  in  Ims 
seemingly  composed  moments^  but  was  quite 
delighted  ^ith  the  wonderful  comfort  which 
devotional  fzercises  seemed  to  give  him^  Some 
of  our  party,  however^  suspected  him  of  mr 
posture  from  the  firsts  and  their  suspicion  was 
fioon  con6rmed|  by  his  being  removed,  for 
some  tim^  every  day,  to  u  distant  apartment, 
and  detained  in  secret  conference.  jHis  total 
removal  from  ws,  a  few  days  afterwards,  and 
his  symptoms  qf  insanitif  suddeqty  disappeariugi 
certainty  succeeded  suspicion,,  and  his  name 
was  consigned .  to  infamy,  togethei;  with  those 
of  bis  employers. 

Besides  Huglie^,  other  informers  vt'ere  placed 
among  us,  about  the  same  time.  One  of  which 
was  the  Mir.  Magin  mentioned  by  himy  in  his 
deposition,  which  will  appear  afterwards.  He 
like  the  other,  was  committed,  under  fhe  most 
dreadful  denunciations  of  vengeance,  and,  as 
the  other  had  done,  expressed  the  most  lively 
apprehensions  of  his  impending  fate,  even  with 
lamentations  and  tears.  He  made  his  way 
to  me,  frequently,  apd  under  various  pretexts  j 
sometimes  to  complain  of  his  melancholy  situa- 
tion, sometimes  to  borrow  trifles,  and  at  others, 
to  affect  confidential  conversation,  or  ask  advice. 
In  one  of  these  conversations,  he  expressed 
his  wonder,  how  the  earl  of  Londonderry^ 
Nicholas  Price,  Esq.  and  the  rev.  John  Clelanfl 

iiad 
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iMid  been  iitformed  of  every  thing  he  bad  done» 
sind  all  the  meetings  of  united  Irishmeti,  which 
be  had  attended.  He  then  begged  me,  lYith  a 
seeming  earnestness,  to  -6e  on  mjf  guard  against 
vtformev^^  f&r  I  had  powerfui  and  hitter  entmies^ 
as  he  very  welt  knew.  *'  How  do  you  know  ?" 
said  I.  After  some  hesitation,  he  told  me  that 
**  tempting  offers  had  been  made  to  himself,  to 
induce  hiku  to  become  informer'  against  me/* 
Something,  in  his  manner,  on  this  occasion, 
impressed  me,  with  the  sqspicion,  not  only 
that  he  might  he  an  informer,  but  a  delegated 
successor  qf  Hughes,  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting 
matter  of  information. 

This  su^icion  was  fully  justified,  soon' after, 
in  an  inleryiew,  which  I  had  with  a  Mr.  PoU 
lock ;  not  the  once  celebrated  Owen  RoeQ^  Neill 
Pollock— >-but  a  Mr.  Pollpck^  whom  I  bail 
known,  many  years  before,  as  s^n  attorney,  not 
higher  than  the  second  class.  This  gentleman, 
as  appeared,  was  sent  to  Belfast  to  forward  antl 
conduct  such  trials,  before  courts  martial,  ^ 
he  might  think  expedient  to  bring  on.  Anxious 
to  see  some  of  the  objects  of  his  mission^  and  - 
as  h^  gave  me  reason  to  suppose,  me  in  parti- 
cular, he  visited  us,  on  the  \Qry  pigbt  of  his 
arrival,  and  in  a  style  which  surprised  us.  ^t 
a  late  hour,  just  as  we,  poor  prisoners,  had  laid 
ourselves  down  to  rest,  but  not  to  sleep,  our 
ears  were  arrested  by  a  voice,  not  very  articulate 

K  or 
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or  musical,  bellowing  execration^  against  *f  the 
d— *-— — d  infernal  traitor;"  and  fi*9thin£  Out^ 
"  where  is  the  scoundrel  Dickson  f"  Op  looking 
up,  I  saw  a  figure,,  not  very  dignified,  with  the 
appearance  of  a  gentleman  under  each  arn}, 
lighted  towards  me  by.. a  sentinel.     He  seem- 
ed rather  unsteady  in  his  gait:    but  whether 
the  oscillation  was,  in  him,  or  in  my  drowsy 
eyes,  I  shall  Qot  pretend  to  determine.^    His 
language    to    me,    during    the    few    imnutes 
which  he  was  allowed  ]to  stay,  I  shall  not  repeat. 
That  I  leave  to  Mr.  Pollock^   if  he  can>   or 
chooses  to,  recollect  it.     I  shall  only  say  that 
either  from  regard  to  him^  tome,  to  both>  or 
to  our  common  nature,  the  gentlemen  turned 
him  round  and  carried  him  off,   raging  as  he 
was,/  and  swearing,  that  "  he  would  hang  the 
traitor  next  day." 

On  that  next  day>  or  the  day  foUowmg,  I 
was  summoned,  by  a  guard,  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Pollock.  I  instantly  obeyed,  and  was  conducted 
to  his  apartments,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  M'Cluney^ 
surgeon,  nearly  opposite  to  our  prison.     My 
entrance  seemed  to  discompose  him  very  much  ; 
but  I  was  soon  led  to  think  that  he  had  partly 
discomposed  himself,  before  my  arrival.     The 
rev:  John  Cleland  was  sitting  with  him,  when 
I  entered,  and  staid  in  the  room,  for  some  time. 
After  a  few  questions  and  remarks,   respecting 
traitorsy    treason    fie.    put    and  made  in  Mr. 

Pollock's 
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PoUoeVs  piAiliar  mariner,  he  asked  me,  if  I 
knew  **  Mr.,  GrattuHy*  as  he  afteirwards  asserted, 
but^.as  I  tiien  tHoi^t,  and  stiU  think,  *'  Mr. 
Ciirran.'*  Inconsequence,  I  answered  thM  I 
.did;  which  led^to;  the  following  coivtersation : 
**  You  hare  often  mt^t  him,  I  suppose  f*  ^*  Not 
often,  but  always  wi^  great  ^pleasure."  **  I 
supposii-yoa  corrwpohl?"'  ^*  Sorpelimes  we 
haro  correspxiadenice;^'  ^<  And>  pray  sir,  wbat 
have  beenthe  €|ubj«cts^>P  youroorrespOndeiiice? 
Irish  poUtics,  no  douhtt''  *t  ^e  hiaive  corres- 
ponded on  tnote  subjects  ttfan  one,  but  seldoih 

* 

on  polities^  I  J  will  shew  you  a  spbcitri^iv  of  oUr 
corresptondenc^,*  if  y(fa'  4e«ire  it."'  ^I^his  desire 
he  expressed* M^thek^emei;s;  bti^^icfa  Ifiandti^ 
him. a  Jetted  frcfttt  iMt.'CurranV^hich  I  hap/- 
pened  :  to  have  itt  my  pOfeltet;  ^This  he  hurrted 
bver,  'With-deifonring'-'eyefe "tiil  he  canre  to  the 
subscription,  when  he  exclaimed,  in  ragei 
«2 — ds.  This  is  not  from  Grattan."  ,  *'  Grat- 
tan!"  cried'I.  **  No,  surely  !*  It  was  Mir.  Curran 
you  asked  about*'.  "  No,  by  h— — psV  In^^d 
not  ask  about  him«  I  know,  you  and  he  were 
never  asunder  at  the  assizes  of  last  year-^^ou 
were  d — j-d  busy  there  packing  juries,  and 
tampering  with  the  sheritf,  to  save  traitors  from 
the  gallows— It  was  Grattanl  mentioned."  "  Be 
assured  then,"  said  I,  "  I  never  saw  Mr.  Grattan, 
in  my  life ;  nor  ever  bad  -any  correspondence 
with  him,  of  any  kind;  and,  as  to  packing 
juries^  I  hope  you  do  not  mean  to  wound  this 

K  ^  gentleman^ 
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gept}eflia|i|  (looking  towards  Mr.  ClelanS) 
tbrailflb  my  ^8>d^s/*«^Mr.,Cl1elalid  g6t  rtp^  and 
ivdlkM  oflTi  wiHhobt  even  inaking  his  How ;  tinS 
Mr.  Poilook^  as  if  recoHecttng  himself,  becaiUe 
calm,  aod  seamed  uneasy  i  I  stippose^  from 
having  madeA  gr&aler.  blaflder.here^  ihao  bt- 
tweeti  ihe  nUwe$  '*:  Gr^ttan'-  ati  A  ^^  Chirr  an  /' 
as  the  firray  had  b^en  twice  challenged^  at  the 
Down  assjn^^  in.  1797,  on  the  alleged  ^roand, 
that  Kjtr.  CleUnd  had  giren  aipartial  ^panel  tb 
thesheri^^:  Sethis  ^titmayi  to  this' hlufadcar 
I  probably  ,<>.wed  ody  idiartiissai,  fa^»  h  time, 
and  r^nr.i),  t<o  vcky  prisc^n,  in  Ichargie  of  the 
^g^ard,  which bfid  conducted  hiietoiMr;  PoUock. 
^eit  J^qtfi4j  J^pyT'evetTj  tijiat I. w^asnbt dismissed; 
withont  the  friendly  ^ss«Mncre:  tiiat,  'fif.IidM 
not  do  {(^la^  j^r^TT^ia^/t/ ^4r/»fa<M  /I  li^ould  cer^ 
tainly  be  banged>r-J3iy  thie  :Ch^i '.■■.■  [r  l'jg>-^^  ^I 
would/'  .  ,    ,     ;  r    "  . 

,  •  .  * " 

Tlijs  last  sentence  conveyed  the  ideas^  that 
JMr.  PoJlock  either  had  what  he  deemed  suffi- 
cient evidence  for  my  conviction^  or  was  surp 
of  procuring  it;  and  that  I  might  expect 
another  interview  with  him,  for  some  purpose 
or  other.  The  formier  gave  me  little  uneasiuess^ 
the  latter  was  painfull  principally,  from  the 
disgust  excited  b}'  the  insolence  and  vulgarity 
Svhich  1  had  experienced  from  the  litUcgreat 
man. 


y 
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Wfhile  I  was,  in  my  own  miiul,  anticii^tiDg 
this  iDterviewr,  on  the  same  evening,  I  was 
interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  a  decent- looking 
countryman.  As  he  was  an  entire  stranger^ 
I  a^kedfais  bnsines.  He  sliitf,  jtwas  ^Mly  to 
ipeak  a  fei^  WK>r(ls  imth  me  ki  private.  '  On  iny 
rehiring 'Mth  him,  tbm  eemer-^'^t  roMm^  tw 
toU  ilie,  that  h^  liiised  tiear  Sttiiil^^td--MilM 
faadfclvHed  on  hift  neighfoonkr,  NvchdtaGF'Magiti 
^^utd  IdMit  Magit)  bad'  told  Mivi  of  the  infemia-' 
lidn  hetitrd  t^iven  agamst  ^tieral  f>Mp^,  and 
B110,  fn  {iartico{a»-<^Thai,  in  the  ^lail  of  in- 
fomilAic^d^ain^t/ime,  he  ^m^Mtoir^d  my^^Hjsif 
at  the  ^n  of  Kimnchy>«mi  Sain£<l<etd,  to  the 
tnonch  of  May'M;|Jhat,  on  Mi^s,  4le  ^kif9i  Magin 
iv^batiiKfoirnlatton  4te^illd  g<i¥0«b6ttt^t^(hie1iy 
ftiir,  as  he  Was  at  hDilt^)  M  MM  day,  g^l- 
tisg  bis  tfSrley  Sbwn.  Here,  I  Ititemipted 
my  (ilnrorniftiit^  by  asking  how»  And  What  he 
knew  abmit  the  bahrtey.  He  answ^ejired,  44«t 
^  Ma^fi^V  barley  ^r^and  ieas  a  bog^feld^that 
i(  ¥aio  iihould  come  before  it  was  so^vn,  he  was 
in  danger  of  losing  the  benefit  of  the  season-— 
that,  to  prevent  this,  as  the  weather  was  then 
dry,  he  bad  got  some  neigbb^urs  lo  a8siat.'hkB«-«« 
and,ihat  he^kimadf  was  With  him  from  morning 
till'  night.*'  He  told  meittttny  x)tber  particulars; 
among  others  that  Magin  said,  *'  he  had  given 
bis  information,  on  positive  assurance  that 
fie  would  not  be  brought  forward  to  prosocate ; 

and 
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and  that^^  at  any  rate,  it  could  take  no  lives, 
^  a  great  part  dfit  was  made  up,  to  gain  credit, 
€ind  save  fdmself.*^* 

Of.  the  truth  of  this  intelligence,  in  part,  I 
had  satisfactory  proof,  in  my  second  mterriew 
with'  Mr.  Poll<>ek,  a^very  feve  days  after.  <  On 
eoteriog-his  aadienee  chamber,  instead  of  a 
sppernatiatal  floridity  of  countienance  and  wan- 
dering eyes,  I  thought  I  percieived  something 
like  settled  m jilignity,  as  well  as  chagrin^  in  his 
look^.^  This  idea  was  not  removed  by  tlie 
language,  and  tone  in  which  he  addr^ed  me. 
'^  You  know,  sir"  said  he,  with  a  ferocious  ahr, 
<'  what  government  expects  from  you ;  and,  if 
you  do  npt  comply,  by  g^--d  I  will  hang  you^ 
before  1^  o'clock  to-morrow."  This,  I  alleged, 
was  yet  impossible,  as  he  would  not  venture 
on  such  a  step  without  some  sort  of  trial; 
which  I  was  sure  his  then  master  would  not 
dare  to  grant  me  3  though  it  was  what  I  most 

ardently 

*  Let  this  declaration  be  taken  in  connexion  with  those  of 
iht  celehraied  Newel  and  Birdj  agents  and  correspondents 
of  lord  Castkniagh,  as  published  by  themsehes,  ai^  its  trot|i 
will  not  be  doubted.  The  latter  charges  all  the  tillainies  be 
committed  to  such  asira^ance ;  and  the  former,  not  only  does 
the  same,  but  declares  from  the  bed  of  sickness,  and,  with  the 
fear  of  death  before  his  eyes^  that  he  made  out  his  deadly  list^ 
as  the  price  of  bis  pardon,  to  impose  upon  lord  Camden  and 
the  Irish  government,  to  whom  he  was  introduced  by  lord 
Castlereagh,  on  the  recommeDdation  of  Mft  Edward  Cooke, 
hereafter  to  be  mentioned. 
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ardenUjr  wished  and  intreated,  and  what  I  <;hal-* 

knged  him  to  institute.    Wiiether  prortrfced  bj 

the  suggestion  that  he  had  a  master,   or  from 

what  other  cause,    I  know  not;    but,    for  a 

moment,  he  seemed  half-choaked  by  a  paroxysm 

of  rage;  and,oa  recovering  breath  sufficient, 

exclaifx^ed:  '^  You  are  d-*-^d  confident— •By 

■  I  have  information  against  yoi|» 

sufficient  to  hang  tmnty  men/'    Then,  setting 

his  arms  a  kimbo,  he  said,  in  the  most  insulting 

manner :    "  Pray,    do  you  know  a  Nicholas 

Magiu,  sir?  I  suppose  you  never  met  him,  at 

any  committeess  or  other  seditions  meetings P' 

To  this  I  answered,  with,  all  the  composure  of 

countenance,   wluch  I  could  command,  that,. 

«  I  did  know  a  Magio,  but  not  that  his  name 

was  Nicholas,  till  I  saw  him  in  prison  j  and 

that  \  never  had  been  in  his  company,  to  my 

knowledge,    at  any  meeting  seditious,   or  not 

seditious,  previous. to  his  confinement.''    On 

this,    he  threw  open  a  large  book,  which  lay 

before  him,  in  which  the  corners  of  manj  leaves 

were  turned  down;  after  inspecting  which,  he 

mentioned  several  places,   and  days,   and  de- 

manded  to  know,  whether  I  had  not,  there  and 

then,   attended  seditious  meetings.     To  this  I 

answered,  that,  in  somd  of  these  places,  I  had 

not  been  for  several  years,  and  that  I  had  never 

attended  any  meeting  of  any  kind,  at  any  time, 

in  any  one  of.  them— But  that  I  had  certainly 

been  in  Killinchy  and  Saintfield,  on  the  days 

specified 


73  »  REV.  DB*  Dickson's 

»fifi6ified  hf  biai;  attd  that  Magia.  was^  sent^ 
from  Ihe  fakte?  place,  wttb  a  BMsaage  alMHd  a 
horse;  a&IhaM  be^e  related.  The  Muadof 
tho  word  ^*  HQMB*'  fisaned^  (m  aiDomaiil,  vary 
naefa  to  afiect  hiHi^  Bot,  reoovapiDg,  tie  es« 
claimed:  *^  a  borse  !'  a  liorse  !'  Wliat>  tiie  die?il 
aort  of  a  hoipse/'  ^^  A  horse*'  answered  i^  ^^  able 
to carryriDj.  weight  safely,  either  on  the  road,  or 
aoroaa  tUe  couptry/*  ♦<  Ay  \  Ay  !'*  replied  he, 
^  a.  efaasger  for  a  ginerat,  I  sruppose!  Now, 
}H^y>  ^i^»  ^ill  you  presome  to  say  that  ydu 
did  aot  reiueive  your  comrnissioii,  as  a  ipehd 
geQerat,  at  Kiliincby,  in  presence  oF  Magio  V* 
To  this  I  answered,  that  '^  whether  I  did,  or 
did  not,  receive  such  commission,  it  eoald  not 
be  in  presence  of  MagiP}  as  he  was  not  in 
XilHocby  on  that  day,  or  within  several  miles 
oS  it.  VU  was  at  home  sowing  barley,  and 
sereral  of  his  aeighboum  were  assisting  him, 
from  mof niitg  iiU  night"  After  strutting,  once 
or  twice,  ^tfrross  (;be  room,  be  once  more  in- 
spected his  book,  then  swore,  in  great  agitation, 
(half  a^ide)  ^^  that  cannot  be."  Seeing  faim 
thn^  agit^ed,  I  told  him  cooliy,  "  that  it'was 
^ }"  and  begged  him  to  send  for  Magin ;  and, 
**  if  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  f\ict,  on  allow- 
ing tne  twenty-four  honrs,  I  would  prove  it  to 
iiis  face/'  On  bis  decliniiig  this,  £  added,  *^  if 
yoa  will  give  me  a  memorandum  of  the  places 
and  UmC'S  yba  have  mentioned,  I  will  expose 

Mi^gin's  vUUiny^  ia  more  instances  than  this» 

that^ 
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that|;of6nimeotttia7  see  how  they  are  imposed 
on  by  such  scouadrets,  and  cease,  from  their 
severities,  and  irritation  of  the  public  mind,  by 
acting  on  his  information/"  This  he  passionately 
refused,  swearing,  '*  that  he  saw  through  my 
flimsy  pretexts— 'that  he  knew  i^  all,  too  well, ' 
to  be  taken  in  by  such  subterfuges— *that  we, 
presbyt^rian  ministers,  were '  a  set  of  d— — d 
ungrateful  scoundrels— that,  though  supported 
by  government,  we  were,  to  a  man,  rebels, 
and  fomenters  of  rebellion,  while  we  thought 
ourselves  safe;  but  that,  on  the  approach  of 
danger,  we  abandoned  the  people,  whom  we 
had  seduced,  and  skulked  like  cowards/'  Hav-» 
ing  proceeded  thus  far,  he  paused,  seemingly 
out  of  breath,  and  then  added,  but  not  with 
jm  approving  smile,  *•  By  'you  were  not 

of  the  number*— you  were  taken  at  your  post, 
l>ut  rather  too  soon.— -Had  you  been  left  to 
jourself  a  few  days  longer,^  by  the  ■  .m^^ 
jgovernment  would  have  been  sure  of  you/* 

However  I  might  have  relished  this  rough 
compliment  to  my  own  consistency  and  courage, 
I  retorted  the  attack  on  my  rev.  fathers  and 
l)rethren,  with  pointed  personality,  and  in  such 
^tpanner,  as  provoked  his  fury  beyond  all 
bounds.  He  raged,  damned  my  impudence, 
^wore  that  he  was  a  man  of  fortune  and  a  gentle- 
man ;  and  that,  if  I  would  dare  to  utter  another 
^ord;  he  would  put  me  in  irons.    In  his  fury, 

L  he 
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he  rushed  out  oi  the  yeosi,  as  I  thought^  to 
h^ve  bis^  threat  put  iato  execution.  However, 
I  was  mistiJi^ii*  la  a  few  minutes^  he  returned, 
iold  me  to  hegone,  and  ordered  the  guard  to- 
take  case  of  me,  and  deliver  me  where  they  had 
found  me^ 

Thus  was  I,  oDce  more,  relieved  from  the 

insults  and  ou|;rage  of  this  death-boding  vulture  v 

but  not  from  his  attempts  to  have  me  convicted^ 

that   he   might    consign    me   to   destruction. 

Magin  was  soon  after  sent  for,    told  what  I 

had  asserted,   and  asked,  *^  whethec  he  oould 

personally  prove  his  information  against  me.^ 

He  said  ''  lie  could  not,   but  that  he  had  it 

from  different  people,  whose  authority  he  could 

not  doubt.**     "  Can  you  produce  them,  yon 

scoundrel  l"*  was  the  next  qij^stion.     "  No,  Sir, 

they  were  all  concerned  in  the  rebellion,  and 

have  made  their  escape."  On  this,  Mr.  Pollock's 

rage  was  turned  on  Magin,.  and  his  denuncia* 

tions  against  him  terrified  the  wretch,  almosfe 

to  death. 

This  I  was  told  by  the  same  n^n,  ta  whom 
I  was  indebted  for  my  former  information  con* 
cerning  Magin,  and  whose  veracity  I  had  no 
reason  to  doubt.  And,  a  very  few  days  con- 
vinced me  that  Magin  was  sent  to  our  prison» 
principally,  if  not  entirely,  in  hope  of  procuring 
something,  which  might  lead  tQ  my  conviction, 

as 
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«  Im  w«B  released  unconditioiiaHy  sooti  after 
ihisr«  and  sent  forth  anew,  to  exercise  his  tateate 
to  tke  country  at  lai^. 

.  I  i^vis,  ^8o,  to  observe,  that  every  prisoner^ 
of  lay  acquaintaace, ,  who  was  called  before 
Mr.  Polk>ck,  informed  me,  that  they  were  ex^ 
iuniaed,  as  I  had  beei|«  not  on  oath^  but  under 
denunciations  of  being  hanged ;  and  that  more 
questions  were  asked  about  their  knowledge  of» 
and  coftnexion  with,  me,  than  about  any  other 
person,  aotioo,  or  event,  whatever.  These 
things  plainly  shew  tbat,  in  a  conversation  witb 
Mi^n,  which  I  have  related,  he  w9^b  guilty  of,*at 
least,  one  truth,  vis.  ^^  tk^t  I  had  bitter  enemies '* 

One  instance  of  this  occurred,  at  this  i;ii9e, 
so  wildly  extravagant,  and  trij^ly  ridiculous,  thf^ 
I  deeqi  it  not  unworthy  of  notice.  A,  youpg 
gentleman  of  the  county  of  Down,  of  truly 
antient  and  noble  £unily,  had  been  arrested, 
sent  to  prison,  and  unfortunately  placed  near 
me.  His  character  was  so  good,  and  the  sus- 
picion, on  which  he  was  committed,  so  slight, 
that  application,  for  his  release,  was  made  to 
Mr.  Pollock,  by  several  gentlemen  of  his 
neighbourhood.  On  their  representation,  Mr, 
PoUocjc  seemed  disposed  to  liberate  him,  and 
he  was  sent  for.  However,  he  was  asked,  as 
others  had  been,  "  whether  he  knew  me.^*  On 
Jiis  answering,  <^  that  he  had  been  in  my  com« 

L  8  paojf 
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pany  during  part  of  his  confimmeiit ;  Mr. 
Pollock  exclaimed;/*  if  you  hate  any  con- 
nexion with  him,  by—,  I  can  do  nothing 
for  you;  his  breath  is  poison,  his  tongue  damna- 
tion, and  his  bosom  hell :"  c^cin  words  to  that 
purpose.  *  But,  on  being  satisfied,  afterwards, 
that  this  connexion  a;/<A  m<?,  was  not  voltmtary, 
Mr.  Pollock  was  appeased,  and  the  gentleman 
restored  to  liberty,  and  to  his  friends. 

Besides  these  proceedings,   in  Belfiast,   ai^ 
ieven  within  the  walls  of  my  prison,   my  con- 
finement was  embittered,    by  the  situation  to 
which  my  £Etmily  was  reduced,  and  the  know- 
ledge that  every  art,  and  every  influence,  was 
employed,  through  the  lower  part  of  the  county 
of  Down,   to  procure  the  information  against 
me,  so  ardently  wished  for.    The  exertions  of 
these  were  so  numerous,    and  the  zeal,   with 
which  they  were  prosecuted,    so  great,    that 
their  failure  was  perfectly  astonishing,   consi- 
dering  the  terror  of  the  moment,  the  induce-^ 
ments  holden  out,  and  the  villainies  to  which 
they  gave  rise. 

Of  these  I  shall  mention  only  one;  and  that 
,    one,  as  it  will  require  some  detail,  merely  on 
account  of  the  meanness,  falsehood,  and  cruelty^ 
which  it  displayed. 


Ou 
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Oa  the  commancement  of  the  iMarrection 
in  tlie  county  of  Dowo,  the  people  of  Ards 
IMiKle  anattaok  on  the  town  of  Portaferry^  ii| 
^bich  seven  lives  were  Lost.     On  the  day  after» 
Mrs.  Dickson,  not  thinking  herself  and  children 
safe.  Implied  tocapt.  Matthews,  of  Innishargie^ 
commander  of  the  yeomanry*  for  a  protection. 
He  candidly  told  her  that  he.  coold  not  ensure 
her  protection,  agtdi^t  a  set  of  ruffians  ;  bat 
would  give  her  a  passport  to  Donagadee.    On 
•receipt  of  this,  she  had  two  common  wheel  cars 
prepared  for  herself  and  family ;  but,  such  was 
the  prevailing    terror,    that  her    own  servant 
durst  not  venture  to  drive  them }  nor  could  she 
procure  a  man,  for  any  money,  to  hazard  the 
undertaking*    Hence,  she  was  obliged  to  trust 
herself  and.  daughters  to  the  conduct  of  our 
second  son,  then  about  fifteen  years  of  age; 
pur  eldest  son  heit^  tfien,  and  having  been  for 
same  years  brfore^  serving  his  majesty y  as  a  sur^ 
geon  in  the  navy.    Having  reached  Donagha-^ 
dee,   next  day> .  after  many  interruptions  by 
bodies  of  insurgents,  she  dispatched  the  child 
back  to  PortaCerry,  conclading,  from  his  youth, 
that  he  would  not  be  disturbed.     However,  a 
body  of  insurgents  stopped  him  on  the  road, 
took  possession  of  the  horses  and  cars,  carried 
•him  to  Innishargie,  the  seat  of  capt.  Matthews 
before  mentioned,  and  thence  to  Newtown  Ards. 
On  the  second  night,  he  made  his  escape,  and 
returned  to  Porlaferrj :  where,  innocently  re* 

lating 
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Jating  bifli  ad?entur€^  be  vvsas  arreted*  al  the 
iastaace  of  .a  rufiun,  confined  fon  tvro  dayft; 
^d  then  tdraasmitted  to  I>owapatricic.  There^ 
^e  was  kepU  for  more  than  a  fortnight,  in  the 
gaol  yard,  exposed  to  a  hurning-san  by  day^ 
juad  the.de#s  by  night,  «with  a  wad  of  straw^  for 
his  bed,  and  a  great  ooat  faia  only  eovemg  $ 
myA$  for  several  days,  destitute*  of  meal  and 
jdriul(>  except  what  vas  supplied  by  the  huasa- 
wty  of  commcHi  soldiers*  At  length,  .he  wa6 
called  liefore  the  earl  Annesley  and  a  nixkHbet 
iof  magistrates  and  military  Officers,  \\^ho  daily 
met  in  Downpatrick,  by  whom  he  was  strictly 
examined.  £yery  question  conoemifig  himself 
he  answered,  as  I  was  assured,  with  the  sim«- 
piiciiy  of  a  child^  and  coolness  of  a  man.  Sat, 
on  being  asked  concerning'  the  leeiders  of  the 
insurgents  who  took  him  to  Innishargie,  J&c. 
he  positively  refused  to  answer  any  question, 
except  what  related  directly  to  himself.  This 
refusal  gave  occasion  to  the  display  of  mean- 
ness, falsehood,  and  cruelty,  to  which  I  have 
jalloded.  It  was  in  such  words  as  these,  ^*  Hatk 
ye,  my  lad,  you  need  not  be  afraid  t9  tell  all  yM 
kntmof  the  busmess^^myau  caimat  hurt  ymir  father 
now*^he  was  hanged  m  Bdfoit  yesterday^ 

Luckily,  colonel  Stapleton  before  i9en|lioned» 

was  present,  to  whom  Mrs.  Dickson  had  writtea 

.  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  child's .  being 

stopped  by  the  insurgents^  after  leaving  her  iu 

Douaghadee  ; 
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Donagfaadee ;  the  horses  being  taken  from  hia  ^ 
and  all  that  followed*  He  interfered  wkb 
warmth ;  declared  that  '*  the  hoy/'  as  he  firmly 
believed,  ^*  had  told  the  troth  honestly/'  and 
then,  turning  to  him  said :  '*  Don't  be  alarmed, 
my  child— you  have  nothing  to  fear— your  father 
is  alive  and  well/'  This  pirt  an  end  to  farther 
in<)iiiry ;  and,  he  had  my  son  sent  to  Portaferry, 
on  his  own  parole,  to  procure  seeurities  for  his 
future- good  hehmmar ;  which  he  did,  returned 
next  day,  and  was  liberated  in  form. 

.    While  tbua  shut  up  in-  a  prison,  harassed  la 
person,,  and  persecuted  through  my  family,  my 
little  property  did  not  escape.   A  dozen  of  nice 
sheep,  and  a  very  fine  cow  fit  for  the  knife,,  fell 
victims  to  the  maw  of  yeomen,  and  the  crew 
of  a  revenue  cutter  then  in  the  river;  and  two 
valuable  milch-cows,  with  a  good  horse,  a  mare 
and  fiUey,    went  into  different  hands^    on  a 
general  division  of  plunden     Of  these,  how- 
ever, only  one  milch  cow  was  finally  retain^ 
The  horse  and  mare  were  afterwards*  returned, 
but  sa  completely  reduced,   and  mangled  with 
wounds,  that  they  were  sold  for  less  than  one 
sixth  of  their  value,  when  taken.  To  the  honor 
of  two  very  pw*  yeomen^  whose  anxiety  to  get 
my  filley  and  favorite  cow,  was  much  remarked 
at  the  time,     I  must  add,  that  they  kept  them 
with  care,  till  the  country  became  quiet,,  and 
then  I|rought  them  back,   in  safety,    to  my 
I  daughter. 
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daughter.  In  jastice,  1  must  also  say  that  my 
offices  and  yard  were  not  severely  plundered, 
and  that  my  house  was  left  uninjured,  though 
locked  up  without  an  inhabitant,  for  some  days, 
while  fire  and  pillage  were  raging  all  around.* 

Long  as  the  preceding  detail  may  appear, 
it  comprehends  occurrences,  only  of  a  /ew 
weeks ;  and  these  occurrences  are  only  a  part 
of  what  exposed  ^e,  and  many  others,  to  un- 
easiness of  body,  and  distress  of  mind.  Among 
others,  sickness,  latterly,  began  to  appear  5 
and  the  air  of  the  yard  was  become  so  noisome, 
from  the  overflow  of  excrement,  witlf  which  it 
teemed,  and  the  removal  of  which  was  inhu* 
manly  neglected,  that  not  only  apprehensions,* 
but  symptoms,  of  fever  became  generil  and 
alarming. 

From   these   apprehensions,    the   nuisances 
which  gave  th^m  birth,  and  several  other  dis- 
agreeable 

*  The  tptriDg  my  house,  was  owing  to  the  militaiy,  who 
^ould  noi  be  inducecf^  either  to  plunder  or  bum  it,  though 
f  iriously  incited  by  the  gentleman,  at  whose  instigation  my  son 
had  been  arrested.  This  gentleman  was  a  surveyor  oT  excise, 
who  denominated  himself,  in  writing,  <«  Edward  Trotter  Savage/- 
Why  he  a«umed  the  name  of  '*  Savage"  could. not  be  ac. 
roonted  for,  biit  by  the  supposition  that  on  calcolnting  his 
nativity,  some  far-sighted  gossip  had  seen  into  his  future  cha« 
racter.  His  father's  name  was  not  Savage;  and  even  hi« 
Buolher  could  not«  as  vvas  said,  give  him  that  of  bis  father, 
wKh  any  certainty. 


...  -  :  ■■' 
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tb  Ithe' artiltery  Wtriicfc  '  On  dur  arrival  tKere^ 
ne  vrefrie 'piirt  iiit6  ^o  lipartiiieriVs,  six  and  si:;^! 
lid^h'  ^   which  wfeVfe   clean    and  cohiifortabley 
^Wnpited  With  those  we  hud  \th.    That  o'f  ih^ 
ib^s  was  a  heat  dean  little  parfeur,  containing 
a  settee,  table,  and  a  few  chairs ;  and  affording 
space  for  three  mattresses,,  at, night.  ;Here,  we 
Avere  not  plagued  with  the  intrusion  of  nocturnal 
vTsitahtS;,'  or  any  other  avoidable. ^i^urbaince. 
^erv&nts  were  freely  adipitted  with  our  breaM^ast 
and  dinner.    And  our  friends  found  less  diffit^- 
cnlty  of  aomissidn  to  us.    In  addition  to  these 
relaxations,  we  w)3re  allowed,  at  ceHain  hours^ 
every  day,  to  walk  in  ix  small  yard,  "i^hich  wa§ 
Jcept  tolerably  elean :  and  ati  artHter^-mith  ^a^ 
permitted  to  sWve  us,  for  pajr,  by  ^rhbiA  Vrfe 
had. our  rooii;i»  dothes,  &c«  \ept  cl^ii;  atid^ 
what  was  j»a  jadulgenkae^  littie  ekp^eted,  biit 
far  more  imppttiint  to  us,  our  errands ri'jtaln,  and 
messages  carried  to  luid  fh»m  )6ttr  friends  in 
town.     Here  I  HAA^  wiiiv  ^isea^dre  that  KIK 
'Fox,  town  major,  under  whose  rdbf  tod  wfiosis 
ey^>  we  now  were,  never  interrupts  oiir  c6ih- 
forts>   or  restrained    our.  inidulgences  by'  any 
impertinent  iQixttsion:  :  He  <iid  not  idd^,  -hdKl 
any  interco.iirse  with  us,  hnti  -what  hi^  duty 
required,   nor  did  we  wish  he  sht>tild ;   but,  in 
the.discharge  of  his  duty,  so  far  as  I  know,  he 
acted  with  propriety  to  us,  and  honor  to  himself. 

M  On, 
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On  the  whole,  I  must  «ay,  had  all  my  treatment, 
while  a  prisoner  in  Ireland,  been  sucji  as  I  ex-^ 
perienced  here»  a  considerable  part  of  tl>is 
Narrative  would  have  been  hap|>ily  unnec^^^saary. 
However,  this  relaxation ,  of  severity,  a^^d.  eur 
joyroept  of  comparative  comfort,  were  of  sh^ 
duration,  as  a  painful  reverse  of  situation  dpon 
followed. 

Before  I  ciiter  on  an  acconnt  of  this  reverse, 
and  its  consequences,  I  ^hall  mention  a  circum-' 
stance,  or  two,  which  took  place,  duHng  my 
residence  ih  the  artillery  barracks,  as  they  may 
afterwards  appear  of  some  importance. 

And  first,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  it  was  imme- 
diately before,  or  soon  after,  our  removal  thither,. 

r       f 

that  the  attention  of  government,  or  rather  those 
who  acted  under  it,  ar  assumed  its  powers^  was 
first  direicted  to  the  wants  and  distresses  of  the 
prisoners  in  Belfast;  and  twelve  P£NC£  iribh, 
per  day,  allowed  for  .tbeir  subsistence.  From 
the  liberal  sums  allowed  the  stale-prisoners  in 
Dublin^  to  whom  we  proudly  presumed  that 
governmeut  thought  us,  every  way,  equal :  and 
the  recollection  that  one  of  us,  at  least,  had 
there  enjoyed  that  allowance,  in  the  preceding 
year,  the  beggarliness  of  this  pkiaace  wounded 
our  pride, .  and  nearly  produced  its  rejection. 
This,  however,  was  prevented  by  the  suggestioa 

that. 
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that,  if  we  rejected  it,  a  Mr.  Salmon  and  the 
Prevost-serjeant,  by  whom  it  was  to  be  distri- 
buted, would  put  it  into  their  own  pockets; 
that,  for  this  reason,  we  ought  to  accept  it ; 
and,  if  we  did  not  choose  to  apply  it  to  oui^ 
own  use, ,  we  might  dispose  of  it  for  the  relief 
of  those,  whose  confinement  was  embittered  by 
poverty  and  disease.  On  this  suggestion,  we 
unanimouslyi  agreed  to  receive— and  did  receive 
it, 

•  How  inadequate  this  was  to  the  subsistence 
of  tho^e,  who  were,  not  only  poor,  but  far 
removed  from  every  friend  and  relative,  must 
be  ytry  obvious.  And  that,  to  these,  who  had 
been  accustomed,  at  least,  to  the  conveniencies 
and  comforts  of  life,  it  was  a  direct  insult,  must 
be  equally  plai  n .  Yet,  this  same  TWELV  E  PENCE 
IRISH,  per  day,  was  the  only  allowance,  in  money y 
granted  to  the  state-prisoners  in  Ulster,  so  far 
as  I  know«  .  or  have  ever  heard,  during  the 
years  1798  and  1799. 

Secondly.  In  the  latter  end  of  July,  or  very 
early  in  August,  we  were  officially  informed 
of  a  compact  between  government  and  the 
state-prisoners  in  Dublin,  by  which  it  was  sti- 
pulated ^*  that  said  prisoners,  on  giving  certain 
information  therein  specified,  should  be  allowed 
to  emigrate  to  such  country  as  should  be  agreed 
upon  between  them  and  government,  giving 

M  2  security 
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4 
4 

pecurity  not  to  reti^r;i  to  this  country  withpvV 
tfie  permi^^sion  of  govierhment,  aijd  not  to  pass; 
into  an  eiiemy's  country,  if  on  th^ir  sp  doing 
they  sboui'd  lie  freed  from  prosecution-^  a,nd 
that  the  benefit  of  said  compact  wpuld.  \k  ex- 
tended to;  such  persons  in  custody,  or  Qot  ifi^, 
custody,  as  might  choose  to  accept  it." 

'♦Such  confidence  in  government  then  conti- 
ntied,  that  this  intelligence  was  received,  with, 
gladness,  by  most  of  the  prisoners  in  Belfast  •, 
and  a  paper,  acceding  to  ih^  terms  propo$^, 
was  numerously  signed,  and  sent  to  Mx.  PolJopk, 
This  paper  he  rejected,  as  he  said,  op  account 
of  informality  or  incorrectness;  a,nd,  sgnt  op^ 
Written  by  hiniself,  fpr  the  acceptance  Qf  wbich^ 
by  government,   he  pledged  his  ijpNOR  to  ajl 
v^ho  would  sign  it.     On  this  pledge,  the  JWP^r 
vfas  signed  by  a  great  maJ.0Fi/;y  of  the  prisonervi, 
in  the  Pre\^ost-j)rison  ;  but  on  being  present^: 
iri   the  artillery  barrack,    by.  colonel  ^arher, 
sbme  hesitated,  and  I  pereqptptorijly  refii^fd^  to 
sign  it,  declaring  that  "  /  had  no  compromise  to 
make  with  governtfient  j  and  that  h  would  not  sign 
any  paper y  either  implying  that  I  was  guilty  of 
crimes  which  I  had  not  committedy  w  admitting 
any  things  as  a  crime,  whicklluiddoneasaduty.'* 
To  prevenjb ,  misrepresentation,  I  delivered  this 
declaration,   in  writings  to  colonel  Barber,  to 
be  by  hina.  given  to  Mr.  Pollock, 

-  On 
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Xh6  i^eceipt  of  this  declaration,  Mn.  PoU 
look,  was-  said  to  become  so  enraged,  that  he 
couiniiited  the  paper  wiUi  its  sigaalures  to'tbe 
flames.  However,  he  called  oh  us  persQni^lijrt 
a  few  daya  afterwards,  acoompaDied  fey  the 
cojoiiel  and  some  other  officers,  presented 
anotiier  paper  to  us,  not  in  a  body,  but  ^n^  by 
vnCf  a^d  demanded  our  determination.  His 
interview  with  me  wa&  vepy  shor4;  and  our 
conveirsalioaeinbraced  only  the  question;  **  will 
you  DOW  sign  the  compact  with  government  r^ 
and  my  answer;  which  was  merely  a  repetitioa 
of  my  former  declaration  through  cok  Barber. 
After  this,  I  wa«  waited  on  by  WiUiam  Sinclaii^ 
Esq.  his  brothep*in-law,  a  man  whom  I  sincerely 
esteemed,  and'  whose  memory  I  revere.  He 
expressed  deep  sorrow,  for  my  having  so  greatly 
offended  Mr.  PoUocky  and  used-  many  arguments 
ta  induce  me  to  sign  the  paper,  not  only  for 
my.  ownsako,  but  that  of  my  fellow-prisoners, 
MS  my  perseverance  in  refused  might  be  made  a 
pretext  for  withholding  from  them  the  offered  boo$u 
This  last  suggestion  impressed  me  with  the  idem 
that  all  this  pr^essing  was. not  well  intended ;  ^s 
if  government  nrii^nt  to  ^rapt  the  proposed, 
indulgence,  the  want  of  my  signature,  comM  be 
no  reason  for  denying  it  to  others ;  and,  under 
this  impression,  I  persisted  in  my  refusal. 

That  this  obstinacy^  as  it  ws^s  calM,  \i^  m, 
disappoioUnejiit  to  Mr.  Pollock,  and,  perhaps, 

tto 
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to  others, '  I  had  very  great  reason  to  believe ; 
nor  did4:be  belief  give  me  any  uneasinesF.  But 
the  .offence  taken  by  some  of  my  respected  fet- 
)ow-pnsoiiers>  on  the  supposition  that  my  stub- 
bornness was  the  cause,  not  only  of  preventing 
thetr  emigration,  but  of  their  detention  in  prison, 
I  psiafvlly  felt,  and  bitterly  regretted,  as  my 
f<^lings  and  convictions  were  invincibly  opposed 
te  their  wishes.  However,  the  event  proved, 
about  four  years  aftierwards,  that  their  supposi- 
troDs  and  conclusions  had  not  even  the  sub* 
stantiality  of  a  shadow  to  support  them.  The 
probability  is  that,  had  the  signatures  in  Belfast 
b^en  accepted  and  retained,  the  persons  who 
signed  would,  after  pining  under  a  long  confine- 
ment  have  b^en  transported  to  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  in  common  with  the  fourteen  who 
bad  Signed  in  Dublin,  to  work,  or  beg,  their 
way,  through  foreign  lands,  till  the  grave,  or 
some  hospitable  country,  shoQld  yield  them 
rest  and  slielter.^ 


Be  this  as  it  may,  we  twelve,  comparatively 
comfortable  bondmen^  were  soon  after  destined 
to  another  change  t>f  situation.  Whether  this 
change  originated  from  the  desire  of  varying 
and  multiplying  our  miseries,  or  our  comforts,  I 

'     shall 

^  The  reasons,  on  which  thb  probability  rests,  will  appear 
sftfcnt'ards.  As  to  the  importance  given  to  my  signature,  I 
am  at  a  loss  what  to  say,  only  that  tt  was  given*  What  I  knew 
of  the  mauer  shall  be  Gommanicated  in  appendix.  No.  4 
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^hall  not  preitend  to  determine;  bot  destined 
we  were,  and  re.nv>ved  accordiogly,  io  fsnjoy 
the  summer-breezQ  on  .the  siirface  of  the  water. 

Of  such  removal  this  was  not  the  first  ]i\5t2U[|ce« 
Soon  after  the  insurrection^   one  prison,  ship 
had  been  stationed  in  the  pool  of  Garmoyle^ 
three  miles  from  Belfast,  and  completely  stowed^ 
as  the  prisons  in  town  could  not  contain  th^ 
multitudes  dragged  in,    from  the  counties  of 
Down,  Antrim,  Armagh,  Derry,  and  Tyrone>. 
This  being  found  insuffipient,  a  second,  and  of 
much  larger  burthen,  was  chartered,  stationed 
in  the  same  pool,  and  nearly  filled,  both  be« 
tween  decks,  and  lu  the  lower  hold,  early  ia 
August.    To  occupy  the  vacant  space  on  board, 
if  such  could  he  said  to  exists  was  our  destination. 
Accordingly,   on  the  forenoon  of  the  12th  of 
August,    the  fair  da^  in  Belfast^    we  received 
notice  to  prepare  for  being  carried  ^'  down  ihp 
"water/*     We  had  barely  time  to  pack  up  ou^ 
little  luggage,    before  the  guards  appeared  nt 
ihe  barrack  gate;  and  there  was  neither  car^ 
nor  other  conveyance  of  any  kind,  even  for 
our  mattresses ;  so  that  we  most  have  lain  oqt 
hare  boards^   oiice  mofc;  had  it  not  beeo  fof 
the  exertions  of  our  friends,  who  crowded  round 
US,  in  alarm  and  agitation. 


When  marched  to  the  street,  wp  were  asto* 
Hashed  at  the  parade  of  horse  iKn4  ft«>t,  read/ 

to 


e  dM^  of  OS  mod  ^  idRcfeilion  of 
ksi:acA9iddescaffe^  aritrtscttedy  though 
to  m  snspicioiR  viiod,  t!iis  daj  of  croird  md 
cooTosiott  might  seem  to  have  been  chosen  vjth 
m  Ttevr  to  encoonge  such  an  attempt.  Tlie 
coQOteo^nces  ami  coaduct  of  the  milTtarjr^  and 
^le  m«rtitade«  ii  ith  vhkh  not  onir  ibe  street, 
Wt  CTenr  door  and  window,  ms  crowded,  prel 
seized  n  curious  contrast.  The  former,  bj 
f^K^  bck  and  ^;s^are»  e^Lched  alann  and 
tetror;  the  l&tter  called  forth  iedings  wideir 
dk^S^rHit>  br  ssaxttns  tean^  indicant  finowns, 
and  solemn  silence.  On  reaching  the  qoar, 
we  fbood  bodts  in  waiting,  embarked  safelv^ 
and  soon  reached  onr  floating  Basti}e.  There, 
a  SToard  was  drawn  ap,  on  deck,  to  receive  us* 
tod,  on  approaching  the  hatch- way,  we  fonnd 
it  ^rtomided  with  a  banicado  of  ))tank,  from 
three  to  fonr  feet  high,  from  the  lop  of  whicb^ 
on  the  inside,  was  hhng  a  piece  of  old  shrouds, 
\o  supply  tiie  place  of  a  ladder,  bot  not  evea 
listened  to  the  deck  below  to  keep  it  stead/. 
This  rendered  ascent  and  descent,  ^oth  difficult 
and  d&tig^robs.  Indeed,  for  a  considerable  time 
^jome  of  us— I  in  particular^  could  neither  go 
ti|>,  bor  down  without  assistance. 

When  we  first  came  dose  to  the  hatch- way, 
we  were  met  by  a  bot  fetid  steam,  from  the 
multitude'  belofr,  almost  intolerable.  Through 
k;  hpwet&t*  we  were  obliged  to  descend  s  and^ 
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6n  reaching  the  iecla,  found  it  lif erall;^  crowded^ 
M  that  there  wad  some  difficulty  in  clearing 
a  corner  for  us.    This  done^   we  had  time  to 
contempfafe  onr  situation^    which   was  truly 
unpromising.    The  length  and  breadth  of  pur 
apartment  1  cannot  exactly  states  but  it  was 
only  four  feet  eight  inches  high^  so  that  we  could 
neither  walk^  nor  standi   upright;  and^  such 
was  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  that^  whea 
we  laid  oarselves  down  to  rest,  those  on  the 
deck  were,  not  only  in  contact  with  each  other,* 
but  nearly  so  with  a  range  of  hammocks  stretched 
Over  theip,  many  of  which  wexe  Uij^evrise  ocj^tn- 
pied:  whilst  all  the  goad  air,  admitted  or  ^ 
missible^   was  through  four  bfUast^ports,  two 
on   each  side  of  the  ship«     Our  matttressea^ 
which  luckily  arrived  $oon  after  U3|   we  were 
obliged  to  use,  both  as  beds  by  9ight«  and  seata 
by  day»   during  our  stay  on  board.     la  thia 
respectji  however,  ive  were  comfortable^  com* 
pared  with  the  multitude,  inany  of  whom  had 
not  even  a  wad  of  straw  between  them  and  the 
hard  planks,  when  either  sitting  or  lyings  From 
the  poverty  of  8uch»  and  seclusion  from  their 
friends,   cteanliuess    was  impossible,    as  thejr 
were  under  the  nescessity  of  wearing  their  linen, 
such  as  it  was,  without  washing,  even  for  tceeks* 

N  This 

/• 

*.#»t1ie  Iwirer  deck,  we  were  not  only  hi  contact,  when 
«trelchcd  out;  bnl  many  ivere  obKged  to  Ke^  in  opposite 
dirBCli#a8»  with  tb«ir  limbfi  intermingled  ,  tbe  feet  of  tbt  ont 
range  reaching  to  the  kneet  of  tbe  other. 
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This  alatmed  us  with  apprehension,*  both  of 
disease  and  vermin^  as  the  weather  continued 
extremely  hot.  To  this  apprehension  some 
other  circumstances  greatly  contributed.  Most 
of  the  prisoners  were  allowed  to  go  on  deck, 
only  once  a  day,  and  for  a  short  time— and  the 
hatch-way  was  covered  with  a  frame,  and  se^ 
Cured,  at  eight  o'clock  every  evening 5  previous 
to  which  a  large  vessel  was  let  down>  which, 
before  morning,  was  grossly  offensive,  being 
fiearfy  fillec(  with  excrement  of  every  kind. 

To  coilntefilct  these  circuftistances,  necessity 
compelled  tis  to  use  every  mean,  and  make 
€very  exertion,  which  our  sittiatioii  would  admiC. 
^uch  of  us,  as  had  beds,  tf  any  kind,  procured 
leave  to  carry  them  tip  freqdently,  and  have 
them  exposed  to  the  sun  and  air,  on  spars, 
or  the  nettings  of  the  ship.  We  were  alloweci 
also  to  go  on  deck,  in  small  parties,  to  take  tap 
water  in  buckets,  and  hand  it  to  our  companions 
bek)W,  who  washed,*  and  swabbed  the  deck  and 
sides,  three  or  four  times  a  week.  These  labors, 
though  very  severe,  as  some  of  us  were  advanced 
in  years,  some  infirm,  and  others  totally  unac- 
customed to  such  drudgery,  we  all  performed 

• 
in 

*  Our  cause  of  apprehension  was  great  indeed.*  While 
walking  on  the  quarter-deck,  we  saw.  the  poor  wretches  who 
got  on  deck,  only  once  a  day,  busily  employing  the  sliort 
time  nUowed  them,  in  picking  the  vermin  from  their  inside 
clpthes,  or  shaking  them  from  their  rags  ovec  the  ship's  side^. 


I 
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in  turn ;  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  they 
greatly  conduced  to  the  preservation  of  what 
health  and  strength  we  still  enjoyed. 

li  is  but  justice  to  add  here,'  that  a  captain 
Steel,  who  had  charge  of  the  prisoners^  did  ua 
great  service,  by  suspending  canvass  tubes,  from 
the  rigging  of  the  ship,  whiph  descended,,  not 
only  between  decks,  but  into  the  lower  hold* 
and  carried  off  a  part  of  the  pestilential  air* 
To  Mr.  Richard  M'Cleland,  surgeon  ah4 
druggist  in  Belfast,  the  prisoners  were  under 
very  great  obligations.  Through  bis  interest, 
he  procured  m  order  for  supplying  them  witl) 
medicines,  in  consequence  of  a  representatioi| 
by  me;  which  he  did,  in  a  manner,  equally 
honorable  to  himself,  and  bene^cial  to  them. 
This  I  can  assert,  as  the  care  of  the  sick,  and 
administration  of  their  medicine^  fell  mostly  to 
my  lot,  the  surgeon  appointed  haying  it  in  hi^ 
power  to  visit  us,  very— yery  peldQm,  SucU 
were  the  effects  of  these  precautions,  labors* 
and  aids,  under  the  auspices  of  providence, 
that,  though  many  among  us  were  occ^ionally 
sick,  not  one  died  on  board. 

To  thi^  account  of  oyxv  accommodation  as  to 

bed,    &c.  &c.  that  of  our  board  I  shall  now 

/subjoin,   as  our  BLACK  shilling  per  day,   was 

withdrAwn  and  our  provision  supplied  by  go- 

;ifenunent.   In  the  distribution  of  these,   there 

N  ^  was 
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«ras  no  partiality  or  respect  to  persons^  We  were 
alloived  to  foFoi  ourseLires  ixito  separate  messes^ 
and  the  (BConaiBy  of  ^ur  sliip-hdd  was  as  iol^ 
lows.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morningy 
tfach  iness  was  presented  with  ttifiabout^  made 
^  osfteniBeal^and  water,  and  a  fo/g^oi  can  ^f 
sm£i!fl-<beer.  Thts  sttrabaut  was  prepared  ici  m 
large  1[>orleri  hy  a  wretcik  as  dirty 4ocikfn|g  as 
erer  met  the  eye  ^  mortal,  and  seriod  ta  rns 
in  coarse  wooden  tubs  hooped  mjith  irm.  i  naad 
hardly  add  tliat,  from  tiie  hei^  of  4he  weather, 
and  cyther  causes,  the  smofil-beer  was>  gMeralty, 
aouror  vapid.  These  tubs,  washed •  or  mviaa^ed, 
as  theprfsonerd  .(^krose  fo  send  fh^m  >back,  weve 
rrturned  about  onre  o'dodc,  wJth  boiled  jfreili 
beef,  or  sadt  park,  the  very  coareedt  sliip  j^vead, 
a:nd  'small»be^r  'as  sit  breakfast;  <but  without 
vegetatbtes-of  any%hjd,  'or  fi^en  ^  potato.  SChis 
was  ouT'onh/'provisiofiy  and  the  woarMk fane  tf 
every- dm).  This  fere,  ^however,  was  «up{ilied  in 
abundance.  At^east,  In^ver  heard  any  com^ 
plaintof  the  contrary.  But  the  quality > of i:iie 
pork  was  fi^equently  .and  loudly  ^complained  'Of. 
On  some  occaaions,  tlie  prisoners  4hpew  it  oat 
of  the  port-holes,  saying,'it*8tnTik'SO^€(bon>inafoly 
that  they  could  not  bear  it.  This  last  circum- 
stance I  mention  on  the  authority  df  others^ 
and  of  my  own  sense  of  smell,  as  the  mess,  *to 
which  I  belonged,  .used  very  little  of  Hhe  go- 
vernment provisions,  except 'beef,  and  sm^l 
beer  when  drinkable.    It  is  true,  we  took  our 

allowance 
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allovrance  of  bread,  ^c. ;  but,  it  is  equally 
true,  that  we  Jianded  it  over  to  the  poorer 
prisoners,  who  contrived  to  get  it  exchanged 
for  butter^  and  such  other  little  comforts  as  their 
friends  could  oecasiopaHy  get  sent  on  board. 
Besides,  as  we  laid  in  our  own  provisions^  beef 
excepted,  and  our  own  drinkables  of  every  kind 
«-p-and,  as  our  friends  supplied  us,  superabun- 
dajQtly,  with  garden-stufTs,  salladingi  fruit, 
fresh  butter  &c.  we  had  it  in  our  power,  not 
only  to  supply  invalids  with  many  articles  of 
useful  jegimen  ;  but  to  enable  others^  with  the 
addition  of  their  ship-bread^  toprK>cure  cbmfor* 
table  broths  occasionally.^ 

Notwithstanding  all  these  attentions,  the 
state  of  many  an^ong  us  continuedtruly  pitiable, 
and  our  own  sitqatiqn  ws(s  painful  apd  dange- 
rous. We  were,  at  once,  suffering  se;verely  in 
our  minds,  our  persons,  and  our  purses.  Itu 
true^  Qiir  minds  were  occasionably  jeUeved  by 
the  visits  of  some  ^friends  ;ami  relatives,  .who 
procured  admission, to  us:  But  this  wi^  greatly 
diminished  by  the  incqavenience  and  hardships 
to  which  th^ese  visits  ^xpos^d  tliem;  and  still 

mbre 

**  Let  it  be  here  obsenred,  that  the  prisoners  were  not  suppHeiV 
l^y 'goveroiDcnty/withibew^  difcb,  plate,  mag,  noggin,  knife* 
S^rJi,  KHT  sp^oq.  Their,  ottly  food  u^ensUsiwere  the  Uibs^aud 
cans  oit^aAy  iue|itioned«  except  what  they,  ooiijd  purchase  for 
thevnelves.  Hence  many  had  to  tear  their  &>od  asunder  like 
wild  beasts,  or  wait  till  tiieir  neighbours  were  satisfied,  before 
ibey  could  appease  their  hunger. 
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more  by  the  continued  mission  of  wretches 
omotigus;  under  pretext  of  punishment t  to  betray 
the  ignorant  and  unwary,  irritated  as  they  thea 
were,  into  unguarded  expressions^  and  after^ 
>vards  distort  thorn  into  treason,  for  their  des*- 
tructibn.  This  practice,  though  regularly  perse-  ^ 
veredjin,  totally  failed  of  success.  ^Numerous  as 
the  prisoners  were,'  not  a  sentence  was  elicited, 
or  eyen  forged,  on  which  charge  could  be 
founded,  or  trial  instituted.  On  the  contrary, 
the  only  wretch,  who  made  such  attempt,  by  a 
forgery  against  two  of  our  number  (.a  Dr.  Nixon, 
and  the  rev.  Jobn  Smith,  presbyterian  minister 
of  Kilrea)  bungled  the  business  so  completely, 
th^t  he  narrowly  escaped  a  flogging,  and  was 
disgracefully  ^i^P^^ss^d,  as  unfit  for  service. 

Towards  the  epd  of  September,  our  situation 
became  less  distressing.  The  heats  had  abated. 
We  had  gotten  the  port-hole  in  our  quarter 
glazed,  to  keep  out  the  spray,  when  it  blew 
hard ;  and  procured  a  small  table,  with  a  few 
folding  stools.  Several  of  the  poorer  prisoners, 
from  whom  information  against  their  superiors ' 
had  been  vainly  expected  j  others,  equally  poor 
who  had^  been  committed  on  unsupported 
jcharg^s,  and  some  invalids,  had  been  sent  oq 
shore.  Hence,  we  had  more  room,  less  dtstur*^ 
bance,  and  a  better  air.  We  had  also  gotten  a 
canvas  curtain  put  up,  to  draw  round  us  occa- 
sionally, and  a0brd  us  a  kind  of  privacy.  This 
last  circumstance  gave  us  occasion  to  observe 

how 
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hew  quick-sigbted  the  people  are  to  every  affec- 
tation of  seclusroQ  from*  or  elevation  above^ 
tbem.  From  the  time  this  curtain  .ivas  erected, 
we  were  denominated  '^  the  courts''  and  on? 
corner  "  the  castle."  Thus  good-hummir^dbf 
distinguished,  and  apprehending  that  we  were 
IE  no  danger  of  a  sudden  dispossession  by  (he 
superior  forces  of  a  greater  castle^  as  our  lives 
which  alone  they  had  hitherto  aimed  at,  had 
j^oved  uncomeat'able,  we  began  to  amuse  our- 
selves with  farther  plans  of  fbrtification  against 
the  attacks  of  the  approaching  winter— the  most 
formidable  enemy,  as  we  vainly  imagined^  which 
we  had  then  to  fear. 

Here,  however,  we  were  ihistaken,  as  usuaf, 
and  all  our  plans  proved  visionary.  On  the 
arrival  of  Sir  John  Borlase  Warrert,  in  Carricfc- 
fergus  road,  with  his  squadron,  and  the  French 
ships,  taken  off  the  N.  W.  coast  of  Ireland,  my 
messmates  and  I  were  hurried  into  a  boat^ 
wWiout  a  momenfs  previous  notice^  carried  back 
to  Belfast,  and  reinstated  in  the  prevost  prison, 
the  place  of  our  first  confinement.  From 
various  causes,  we  found  it  less  crowded  than 
before,  but  still  well  peopled.  In  each  apart- 
ment, we  had  room  for  our  mattresses,  a  table, 
and  some  chairs.  Sentinels  were  placed,  only 
on  the  outside  of  our  doors.  The  parade  of 
loading  v^ith  ball  cartridge,  and  the.terrifip 
orders  attending  it^  were  dispensed  w;th;   and 

our 


9^  BEV.  filt.  firtCtSON's 

■ 

OUT  reiC  xvM  vtnAht^th^  by  lidettmtaf  vmts. 
Oar  fifiettds,  too,  i^ere  ^dtoftted  mth  Icfstf  drlfi. 
Cftiltjr;  and  otir  intercourse  with  each  other  was  > 
less  restricted.  Hopes  of  irrformatioa  having^ 
expiced,  cMfseers  were  no  longer  pT^lced  amon^ 
us,  to  watch  for  dut  iouls  s  and  pen,  ink,  papfer^ 
and  books  were  ^l)owed  nsf,  so  that  we  eoufd 
amuse  otir^eWes  With  Writing,  reading,  or  con- 
yersatiori,  as  circumstances  m>ght  ddmrt«  Stiff, 
liowever,  we  had  difficulties  and  distresses  suf- 
ficient to  exercise  Our  patience. .  The  resources 
of  some  of  us  were  nearly  exhausted  and  we 
were  placed  on  our  former  atlowance  of  TWELV£ 
P£NC£  IRISH,  per  day.  The  windows  of  ouir 
apartments  had  many  broken  panes.  Some  of 
the  rooms  had  neither  lock>  nor  latch  i  and  dirt 
and  stench  continued  to  prevail  over  all.  As 
winter  came  on  with  its  severities,  our  incon- 
veniencies  and  expences  were  greatly  increased. 
Fuel  became  necessary,  not  only  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  season,  but  the  ravages  of  the 
soldiery.  The  sentinels,  having  none  for  them- 
selves, began,  early  in  November,  to  tear  off 
bases  and  surbases^  mouldings  of  doors^  win* 
dows,  and  fireplaces;  and,  latterly,  doors, 
door-frames,  and  window-shutters:  all  which 
they  burned  in  the  rooms  of  the  poorer  prisoners 
for  their  own  comfort.  And,  as  no  notice  was 
taken  of  this,  they  proceeded  to  such  partitions, 
as  were  constructed  with  wooden  uprights  and 
laths.     Hence,  before  the  middle  of  December^ 

the 
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the  house  was  pervious  to  every  blast.  And^ 
as  these  depredations  were  made  by  nighty  our 
rest  was  so  much  disturbed,  that  our  situatioa 
was  truly  uncomfortable,  aiid  some  of  us  suffer- 
ed, severely,  in  our  health.  In  a  word,  wg  con- 
tinued prisoners ;  and  these  circumstances,  ad- 
ded to  the  loathsomeness  of  our  prison,  as  be- 
fore mentioned,  did  not  permit  us  to  forget  that 
we  were  such,  or  to  enjoy  the  few  indulgences 
with  which  we  were  favoured. 

Thus  situated,  our  only  comfort  arose  from 

the  expectation  that,    if  any  change   should 

hereafter  be  made,   in  our  situation,   it  could 

not  be  for  the  wors/s^  as  that,  in  the  aspect  and 

state  of  the  country,  was  so  much  for  the  better. 

In  fact,    the  country  had    Hecome   perfectly 

tranquil,  and  the  public  mind  composed.    Of 

this  there  could  be  no  clearer  evidence  than 

Belfast  exhibited.    A  patriotic  band,   mamf  (^ 

whom  had  been  united  Irishrneny  and  some  of  tfiem 

active  in  promoting  the  union^  who  had  taken  up 

arms  to  keep  the  rabble  of  their  townsmen  in 

,  order,  laid  down  their  musketS)  unrigged  their 

black  cockades,  and  returned  to  their  am  usemen ts, 

their  country-houses,  and  their  pulpits ;  and  the 

gallant  yeomen  of  the  place  were  relieved  from 

permament  duty.     I  have  inserted  "  pulpits/' 

because,    in  refutation  of   Mr.    Pollack's  vile 

ffalumny  against  the  presl>yterian  ministers  of 

Ulster,  two  of  the  niimberi  resident  in  Belfast, 

O  had 
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had  regularly  done  duty,  as  priva.te  soldiers,  irt 
the  brave  and  lo}til  band  of  BLACK  COCKADES. 

Notwithstanding  all  tbis^  to  the  fresh  surpriM 

of  nsaod  our  frietidl,  we  were  harxiedlout,  &/t^ 

CkristmaS'dt^  and  carried  back  to  oar  former 

s^artmentv  on  shipr-board^  tofs^^jr  tbeTemaindei^ 

of  the  winter.     Ottr  old  ininates  received  us 

icith  great  civiUtj)    anil  permitted  us  to  take 

peaceable  possession  of  the  asulle.     Here,   we 

were  put  on  our  former  allowance  of  provisions^ 

instead  of  our  TWELVE  PENCE  IRISH,  per  day, 

and  permitted- to  walk  the  quarter -deck*  as  be- 

ftwre;   but  this  indulgence  the  inclemency  of 

the  season  now  rendered  unimportant.    Indeed, 

when  the  sea  ran  high,    the  ship  pitched  so 

much,   that  walking  the  deck  was  exfremely 

i#angerous,  as  we  had  not  gotten  sea-feet.  Hence, 

necessity  alone  compelled  us  to  attempt  it,  as 

severe  falls  were  generally  t-he  consequence ;  and 

one  of  us  (Mr.  Tennent)  had  his  leg  dangerously 

fractured,  and  nearly  lost  his  life,  in  attempting, 

by  a  little  smart  exercise,  to  restore  beat  to  his 

half-torpid  limbfi.     Whether  he  had  reason  to 

regnet  litis  accident  may   be  -  doubted, '  as  it 

procured  a  removal  to  his  own  house,  by  which 

h^ 

•  When  I  mftotion^d  formerly  that  ''  most  ^of  the  pris«iie?s 
were  allowed  to  go  on  deck,  only  once  a  day,  and  tor  a  short 
fime/'  1  should  have  ad«led  thai  we,  '*  the  cuurt,"  enjoyed 
tht  use  of  the  <)fiart^rM)eck,  a*  pl^ure^  dnrivg  th€  d»iy. 


be  ^iRag  exempted  Jfeote  tfae  nmeries  of  otir 
ivretched  situation,  dudng  the  most  severe  port 
of  the  winter.         ,  * 

After  htf.mi^foftuacb  dm  ^seUora  ventured  to 
.go  om  deck;  4ind^  m  we  coald  neitber  walk, 
Jior  aland  uprigbt>  bel^w,  we  were  obliged,  for 
Miveral   weeloSi    46  isit  mof&ed  in  great- eoatd, 
with  our  bed  ck>tbes  wrapped  fiou0d  our  lower 
^Ktremities,  and  beating;  -our  feet  on  the  iMHirtfs 
from  day  to  day^   to  prevent  the  loss  of  oi/r 
linxb$«   ^heuit  blew  hard,  wiuch  waft  frequeni^ly 
the  case^  x>ur  situatcoQ  mm  truly  tiifelancfaofy. 
Three  of  the  bal^st^portis  ^«re  witfaoult  stoppers, 
and    consequently    ^AmUM   both  wmds  anA 
waves.     Hence,   through  all  the  stornts  of  a 
,  nu)st ,  in^lewetot  wJnteF,    we  weft  redoced  to 
the  diwgr0eaUe  alternative  of  heiag  pinched 
with  cold  and  drieadbed  iu  WQiter»  by  allbwitig 
Ihem  to  coutmue  open ;  or  sitting  in  darknessj, 
almost  total,   by  stid^ng  them  wfth  rubbish  ji 
the  only  admissifale  light,   in  that'cUse,  beii^g 
what,  passed  through  the  two  panes  of  glass  ih 
the  poet  lof  our  castle.    Ih  this  situation,  we 
ei^eavauped,  as  much  ss  possible,   to  amuse 
ourselves  with  readmg:  but  in  this  we  labored 
Koader  painful  restrictions,  the  use  of  candles 
being  prohibited,  after  eight  o'clock  at  night. 
This  prohtMtion  was  so  severely  enforced,  that 
we  were  freqttently , insulted  for  a  few  minutes 
<Kcess  ^  and,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  a  ruffian 

0  2  soldier 
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soldier,  having  unbolted  the  cover  of  the  hatch- 
way, came  down  and  kicked  our  candles  from 
before  us. 

Under  these  circu instances,  without  variation, 
except  what  depended  on  the  weather,  did  we 
languish,  during  the  three  dreary  turbulent 
months,  from  the  25th  of  December  till  March 
25th.  And,  in  addition  to  the  sufferings  to 
which  they  exposed  us,  sickness  and  pain  pre^ 
vailed  to  a  considerable  extent.  In  the  course 
of  the  winter,  several  were  obliged  to  be  sent 
on  shore  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives;  yet 
many  others,  real  objects,  of  compassionate 
attention  were  left  behind. 

With  me,  these  months  passed  very  uncom- 
fortably. I  had  two  or  three  attacks  of  gout, 
though  no  regular  fit;  and  a  bilious  complaint, 
to  which  Ijhad  been  long  subject,  was  frequently 
troublesQijafl. .  Latterly,  from  total  want  of  ex- 
ercise, cold,  &c.  I  became  very  much  crippled. 
Indeed,  I  could  scarcely  be  otherwise;  for, 
dreadfully  inclement  as  the  season  was,  I  did 
not  esjoy  the  comfort  of  fire- heat  or  even  the 
sight  of  a  fire,  for  ten  minutes,  during  the 
period  I  have  mentioned,  viz.  from  December 
25th  until  the  25th  of  March.  It  is  true,  the 
gloom  of  the  castle  was  somewhat  dissipated  by 
the  kindness  of  a  few  friends,  who  continued 
their  visits  occasionally  when  the  weather  v\ould 

admit 
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admit.      Yet,    after   the  removal    of    Messrs. 
Tennent,  Simms,  and  some  others  of  my  mess, 
my  hohrs  would  have  passed  very  heavily,  ha/l 
it  not  been  for  the  lively,  rational,  and  enter- 
taining conversation  of  a  Mr.  David  B.  Warden* 
Now,   that  I  have  mentioned  this  young  man, 
I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  adding,  that  be 
was  only  a  poo?'  probatiofier ;    under  the  care 
of  the  presbytery  of  which  I  was  an  tiniogrtiiy 
wiemter— that  his  father  was  tenant  to  the  earl 
of  Londonderry,  father  of  lord  v.  Casilereagh, 
minister  of  the  day— that,  after  the  insurrection 
in  the    county  of   Down,   be  obtained    with 
great  difficulty,     permission    to.  emigrate  to 
America—that,  for  several  years,  he  has  been, 
and  now  is,  secretary  to  the  Americs^n  legation 
at  Paris«— and  that,  besides  filling  that  depart- 
ment with  lionor  to  himself,  and  satisfaction  to 
the  state,  be  has  been  rising  as  regutxirlyy  and 
almost  as  rapidly^  in  the  literary  world,  asthe^ 
son  of  his  father's  landlord  has  heen  sinking,  in 
the  polUkaL 

Thus  far,  I  have  written,  partly  from  memory, 
and  partly  from  detached  memoranda,  having 
kept  no  regular  journal,  till  after  my  arrival  in 
Scotland.  However,  I  have  not  related  a  single 
circumstance,  but  on  the  most  perfect  recol- 
lection, which  I  could  command,  aided  by  these 
memoranda.  Many  things,  truly  painful  and 
offensive,    I  have   left    unmentioned,    because 

I  attributed 
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I  attributed  them  to  the  ignorance^  indiscretion^ 

"tjr  petulance,  'of  indivWIuafe,  strangers  to  the 

liiitits  Mpos^  on  th«m,  father  than  to  specific 

ortlers  nrf  ^ov^mmetit.    Glh^rs  1  have  endea* 

TOitred  topr^ent  in  coh/rs  as  fttvbrable  as  trutli 

irtd    honesty    wV^uld   kdWit.      And,  M'herever 

'jf^t^rfse  was  merited,  I  huve  not  tvithholden  ll, 

in  ti  single  ingt^ice.     Bnt,  if,  rn  arty   thing, 

Iny  fSselings,  or  defects  of  memory,  hsLve   led 

me  into  eitor,  or  tnisr^vesentatio*i,  I  ^all  not 

•only  dobVttit  to  correctioti,  btrt  receive  it  with 

'  gralilode. 

From  the  'pfeceding  ^etai1-^a  detail  to  itie 
OtfruJy  palrtful^I  proceed  Hirith  p'leiAsnre  to  afti 
acci^unt'Of  a  n(ew  change  of  situation,  eqanlTy 
uneKpeot^  ais  any  of  the  forflier;  \of  meW 
<ixmipttnions,  *Mti  diflTerent  scenes. 

Oa  iiie  S5tb.  of  March,  i^iliie  sSMmg  rAt 
diimer,  ia  voice  xm  deck  cttlled  vny  iMHie^  adding 
•that  '<  ia  gentleknan  there  requefled  tt>  ftee  me.-' 
I  .immediately  rose,  and  got  on  ^detk,  with 
considerable  pain,  as  one  of  my  feet  was  greittly 
jufhtnred.  On  seeing  a  guard  therfe,  1  waiB  very 
Xnncb  sufprisisd,  though  I  supposed  it  to  be 
^nly  for  my  safe  condact  to  Belfast;  bat  itiucli 
more  !ro,  when  T  was  informed  that  it  was  to 
escort  me  to  a  ship,  with  prisoners  from  Dublin, 
which  lay  at  anchor,  two  miles  below  us ;  and^ 
«yea    this  surprise    was  encreased,    when  on 

looking 
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looking  over  the  ship's  side,  I  perceived'  mjr 
•  old  messmates,  Mtessrs.  Tennent,  9mi«is,  and; 
Hunter,  onboard  a  boat,  vraithig  ttH  1  shoirid 
join  them.  Seeing  Ijhis,  f  hnmediatety  called- 
down  to  my  fellow-prisoners,  t6  tie  up  my 
mattress  and  bed  ctothed,  and  heave  the»,  whh 
my  other  trifles,  on  deck.  This  they  did,  with 
little  trouble  or  delay.  My  luggage  was  thrown 
into  the  boat,  and  I  followed.  On  this,  as  on 
former  occasions,  neither  warrant,  nor  wrrtten 
order,  for  my  removal,  was  produced,,  though 
demanded; 

Whether  this  step  was  tadceii>  from  pmme^ 
dJiited  cf  iielty,  officiaJ  waolonnesa,  or  idiotic 
resentment ;  or  from  whatever  >cause;  ike  man;* 
ner^  in  whieht  it  was  talteii>  wich  respect  to  me 
a«  least,  was  mrean,  vibft^,  and  vengefiiL  Om 
former  occasions,  want  of  previous'  notice  vmw 
a  trVfling  matter,  as  our  Feoiovald  were  only 
to^  a  short  Stance,  and  oor  friends  had  it  ia 
their  power  to  sendf  mic  Iugga:ge  after  us. 
Heie,  the  case  was  widely  diifinpent.  We'.«ftm 
now  to  be  transported  to  another  land,  And 
immured  in  a  miiitary  prison,  between,  which 
and  Ireland  there  was-no-  intercourse  by  sea  et 
'landy  eHher  pegiilar:or  direct*  From  theKtold^^ 
ness  of  the  clin^ate^  it  must  bare  been  loMWit 
that*  warm  clothing  would  be  necessary  for  the 
^  prestri^ation  of  our  lives;  and^  if  the  Brttisli 
minister  sbouM^copy  the  meanness  and  cruelty 
*  *     -  of 
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of  the  Irish)  in  allowing  us  only  TWELVE  PENCE 
per  day^  that  money  would  be  an  article  of 
equal  necessity.  Yet  to  these  circumstanceB 
no  attention  whatever  was  paid.  From  our 
situation  on  shipboard^  we  had  no  means  of 
keeping  any  clothes^  except  what  we  were 
using>  and  a  few  changes  of  linen^  with  some 
other  small  articles*  When  I  was  hurried  off, 
my  whole  wardrobe,  except  what  was  on  my 
back,  consisted  of  one  pair  of  stockings,  and 
two  shirts,  only  one  of  which  was  clean ;  and 
of  money  I  was  totally  destitute,  having  lent 
my  last  guinea  to  the  captain  of  the  ship^  the* 
day  before.  Fortunately,  the  rumor  of  Messrs. 
Tennent,  &c.  being  on  their  way  to  the  quay, 
to  be  put  on  bqard  sliip,  and  transported,  no 
body  knew  whither,  reached  Mrs.  Dickson. 
The  idea  instantly  occurred  to  her,  that,  as 
they  had  formerly  been  my  fellow- prisoners, 
I  might  be  called  for,  and  carried  with  them. 
On  this,  she  dispatched  a  messenger  to  the 
quay,  with  eight  guinesfi^-a//  she  had  in  Iter 
possession.  These  to  -xny  great  comfort,  arrived 
in  time  to  he  delivered  to  me  by  our  naval 
guardian,  captain  Steel :  but  a  boat  would 
not  be  granted  to  have  my  washables  and  other 
clothes,  then  in  Belfast,  sent  for,  that  they  might 
faelbrwarded  by  the  same  conveyance. 

Thus  scantily  equipped  and  provided>  was  I 
with  my  old  messmatea,  shoved  off  from  the 

Postlewaite 
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PoAlethwaite,  my  relatives,  and  my  country,  to 
enter  upon  at  short,  but  stormy,  voyage,  and 
pass  into  a  long  exile;  or,  as  my  reverend 
fathers  and  brethren  of  the  synod  of  Ulster' 
interpreted  the  matter ;  thu9  did  I,  in  contempt 
of  a  law  of  their  body,  set  out  on  my  "  removal 
to  a  foreign  country ^  and  thereby  forfeit  all  right 
and  claim  of  my  wife  and  children,  on  my 
demise,  to  the  benefits  of  a  fund,  for  the  support 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  presbyterian 
ministers,  to  which  I  had  contributed^  as  a  - 
subscriber,  for  TWENTY  £iGHf  Y£AftS. 

About  half  an  hour  wafted  us  from  the  side  of 
the  «'  Postlethwaite''  to  that  of  the  <'  Astoa 
Smitb,'^  which  was  accompanied  by  an  armed  ^ 
tender,  for  our  protection.     Being  ushered  oti 
board  we  were  shewn  down  to  the  hold,  where 
we    found    Thomas    Addis     Emmet,      John 
Sweetman,  John  Chambers,  Roger  and  Arthur 
O'Connor,    John   Swiney,   Edward   Hud^n, 
Joseph    Cormick,    William  James  M*Nevin» 
Matthew    Dowling,    Thomas    Russel,    Hught 
Wilson,    William  Dowdall,    George  Cuming, 
Samuel  Neilson,    and  Joseph  Cuthbert.    6a 
looking  roand,  we  perceived,  ta  oar  great  satis- 
faction,   twenty  births,   toleraUy  decent  and 
clean,  four  of  which  were  reserved  for  us.     We 
learned  also,  that,  in  addition^o  the  provisionf 
put  on  board  by  order  of  government,  theJDublin 
prisoners  had  been  allowed  to  lay  in  «  conside- 

p  rable 
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F^ble&tock,  a^  their  own  expence.  This  ^^' 
a  fortunate  circumstance  for  us  uortherns,  a&> 
our  detention  op  board  was  pre^mqted  by  the 
deverily  of  the  weather,  and  we  had  been  aUowed 
neither  time^  nor  opportunity/  to  lay  in  a  morsel 
for  otirsel?es. 

On  the  26th  of  iMarch,  about  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  we  and  our  armed  escort  made 
sail>  in  a  hardgale,  which  sooa  encreased  to  a 
perfect  storm.  *  We  got  up  to  the  Cum  braes 
IsleSj  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Clyde,  in  less 
than  nine  hours.'  Happily  for  us  aH",  we  had 
day  •flight,  and-the  wmd  nearly  adtern,  as  our 
tessel  was  grcatfy  deficient  in  ballast,  and  the 
crews  pjf  both  entire  strangers,  not  only  to  tht 
river  Clyde',  but  to  the  North  Channel  In  the 
evening,  ,  we  came  to  anchor,  a  few  miles  up 
tlie  river.  Next  day,  we  advanced  little^  as  we 
had  eitlier  a  dead  cabn,  or  contrary  wincjs,  ia 
squalls  from  the  mountains^  and  an  out-run nrttig 
tide,  as  usual,  for  seven  hours.  On  the  mornii^g 
of  the  28th  we. made  loose,  kept  turning  up  the 
whole  time  of  £k>od,  against  a  bard  gale,  witb 
sudden  squalls,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  came  to^- 
about  twd  miles  below  Greenock,  after  having 
narrowly  escaped  being  putashore.  During  the 
whole  of  the  29th.  it. blew  a  storm;  and  tb^ 
wickd  continued  so  violent  on  the  dOth.  that  the 
shipsa;u)uld  iiot  attempt  turning  up  to  Greenock. 
HoH:eyer,    as    our    travelling    equipage  from 

Edinburgh, 
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ISdihbtirgh,  witH  a  colonel  Hay  and  three  kfng'a 

ntessetigersfrdm  London;  liad  arrived,  and  wera 

in  waiting,  it  was  determined  by  them  to  land 

'  us  at  Goorocl^,  a  8maH  town,  iftarly  opposite,  * 

'«nd  rather  to  leeward;  hut  as  the  Wihd  .blew^st^ 

fresh,  and  the  sea  ran  so  high,  '  that  this  could 

hot  be  safely  attetnpted  in  tioatsj  orders  were 

*  given  to  run  the  vcfisef,  as  close  W  possible,  into 

'^he  small  creek  beftire  the  town,  for  the  purpose^ 

'as  soon  as  guards-  should  "be  seen  on  the  shore  to 

ireceive  us.    This  short  delay  gave  us  an  oppor«- 

Juoity  of  viewing,  ftoiA  the'  deck,   a  train  of 

carrWige^  which  excft^  "some -idea  of  magrdfi^ 

<&hces  and  a.  body  of  Itorse  add  foot,  Which* 

'fifty  years  ago,  irould  have  be^n  dalkd  "  an 

<irmy^  rafatcbing  m  their  reai^,-  and  afterwards 

•drawn  up^n  the  beach.    Fi^m  wtiat  all  of  us 

had  experienced,  c^r  known,  of  military  dutks 

anc  discipline,  duriing  some  preceding  years,^I 

-Aeed  hardly  say^that  the  appearance  of  «ach  a 

•fdpoeexeited  an  idea  very  different  from  the 

former.    Be  that  te  it  may,  they  had  no  sboner 

^become  stationary,  than  a  signal  wits  given,  oh 

which  our  ship' made  loosV,.' aad  ran  into 'the 

bay,  in  -doing  which  she  was  within  half  her 

length  of  bumping  on  a  stony  point,  and  in  a 

•heavy  surf.      However,    thank  god,    we  gdt 

safe  ashore,  though  with  considerable  difficulty^ 

.«nd>  us  some  thought,  with  no  little  danger. 

• 

P  3.    '  .  thus 
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Thus  escaped  from  the   dangeu  of  winds 
.and  waves,  I  shall  paase  for  a^immieat  to  review 
the  five  dsiysy  during  which  we  were  eXcposed 
to  them.    That  these  dangers  were  epcreased 
by  the  igoorance  or  neglect  of  those,  to  whom 
the  outfit  for  our  voyage  was    entrusted    bj 
goveroinent,  I.tifaye  alr.eady  said.    If  it  pro- 
ceededji    from  oieglect,    I    naw  aay  that  that 
nf^lect,  was  worse  than  shameful ;  as,  however 
lightly  their  employees  might  hive  borne  the 
^ain  of  aur  .bsSf  they  could  not  be  supposed  to 
be  pleas\^  with^  sending  our  i^ards  and  navi- 
j[atora,  merely  as  a  forlorn  hppe,  .toperi^  with 
US;    even .  thii^ugh  the  sh^ps  and  stores  should 
be  thought  unworthy  of  'noti<^.  And  in  justice, 
J  add  that  this  i^nprance,  qr  negljaot,   was  the 
only  thing;,  ^ubje^to  the  control  of  fgaveroBEient, 
of  which  we  had.. cause,  to, com plaiii,  ^n  th)& 
|)rese0t  occasion,     Qur  birithsi,  9S I  «have  already 
said,  were  as  comfortable  as  could  be  esipectedj 
our  bed««acks  aad^  biianJiLets  being  qew  and  clean. 
With  the  aidjof  ^qmepriivate  stores,  tour: break- 
fasts and  dinners,    though  somewhat  coarsq, 
were  good  ^and    plentiful.    And,    duciuig  our 
*  4^tay  on  board,  the  b^avi^ur.  of  our  soldieiB 
and  seameo  was  correct,  civil,  Mid  obliging, 
from  the  same  sense  of  juatice, .  aad  >as  4ia 
encouragement  to  oilier  soldiers  to  imitatetbeir 
example,   I  subjoin,   that  '^  our  guacjd  was  ja 
party  of  the  Angusshire  Fencibles,  under  the 

-    -  command 
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caamnnd  of  &  captain  Ewing>  and  a  junior 
cf&cer,  whose  name  I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot 
recollect/'    . 

« 

A^thes^cieciiimttQces  placed  \is  a^  much  at 
^ajie^  as  our  situatipn  would  admit,    aind  left 
tts.free  fropa  external  interruption*  we  were  at 
.perfect  liberty  to  indulge  in  converaation,  for 
wbioh  we  were  nojt  at  a-  loss  for  matter,    or 
inclination.     We  were  twenty  in  tiiimber.    AH 
of  us  had  been  prisoners,  not  only  in  dijfferent 
gaols,  but  diffsreat  provinces.     Hence,  though 
strangers,  personally,   we  were  mosriy  knowii 
to  each  other,  by.. name  and  charactier.    And 
thoiigh  the  circumstances  and  pretexts,  under 
iii^btch  we. were  committed  and  conined,  were 
widely    drSeresit,   a    community   of  suffering 
drew  u&  at  once,  by  a  common  sympathy,  jnta 
a  'Common  mass.    Hence,    as  »every  one  ha4 
much  to  communicate,  «nd  all  were  apxiolis 
to  know  the  concerns  of  tb^ir  fellow-sufierers, 
liad  we  been  confined  ^  the  liold  of  oar  «bip, 
forfire  weeks,  instead  i>f  days,  the  time  would 
havctbeen  io#  short  fer  our  varioos^recitals.    In 
fact,  tbey  so. fully  empJojred  oar  tongues,  and 
occupied  .our  attention,  that,  far  from  think- 
ing or  speaking  'of  any  thing  else,  we  seldom 
took  time  to  indulge  in  conjecture,  or  reasoning, 
concerning  our  destination,  though  to  us«^to 
me  at  leasts  perfectly  unknown^  till  after  our 
landing  in  Scotland.     Sometimes,  indeed,  the 

state 
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6tatepf  the  unhappy IfeiJson,  one  of  ouriMiniber 
silenced  every  tongue,  and  wonnded  ivery  heart. 
A  severe  fever,  under  which  he  had.  long 
labourieid  in  Publin,  and  notwithstanding  the 
continuance  4r  which,  he  had  been  harbarously 
.embarkedwith  Che  other  prisoners,  had  rendered 
Jiim,  not  only  weak,  but  completely-  delirious. 
:This  weakness  and  ddirium  stjU  continued^ 
and.were  notehtirely  removed  till  long  after  our 

arrival  at  Fort-G^org^, 

•  » 

As  6ome  May  read  this  Narrative;  to  whonH 
xve^.tit  most  ofvus,  are  totally  unknown,  and 
who  naay  wish  to  know  who,  and  whence  we 
wher^,  and  of  what  description ;  .  this  plaCe 
jnay  be  aft  proper*  as  any  other  for  .the  gratifi/- 
cation  of  their  curiosity,  with  a  view  to  thi% 
w  I  have  already  inserted  our  names,  I  have 
jonly  to  add,  that  we  were  selected  from  tlire 
three  proyi  noes  of  Ulster*  Leinster*  and  Munster* 
^ul>  principally,  from  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
t;own  of  Belfast ;  that  we  comprehended,  in  our 
body,  three  magistrates,  three  barristers,  two 
physicians,  ome  attorney,  one  apothecary,  one 
printer  a^d  bookseller,  one  printer  and  ona  pro-r 
prielor  of  a  news  paper,  ome  dentist,  one  mili- 
iary  captain,  one  runner  to  a  bank*  one  mer- 
chant taylpr*.  wd  one  presbyteri^n  minister, 
with  an  eminent  porter  brewer ;  two  wholesale 
merchants*  one  broker,  and  two  young  gentlet 
xnen^  without  profession^  trade>  ot  cftllinjg;. 
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.  In '  this  fttsdement  ^rip^ .  m€Qf  he  oj^  error^ 

besides  some  iQcorrectntess.    The  error  jnay  Ife^ 

in  respect ,  to  t]bie  Messrs.  O'Coimory    whoiSd 

being  magistrates  I  have  mentioned  on  report ; 

but  that  they  were  both  cooikseltori^  isp  molfet*  of 

certainty..    The  incorrectttess  is  in  saying  that 

£uch  and .  such  gentlemen  "  then  were/'  magis« 

trates  &c«  &c. ;  whereas  I  should  have  sa^d, 

"  they  had  been/'    viz.    before  their   arrest. 

There  is  a  defect  also.    To  the  professional  part 

1  should  have  added  '<  A  clergyman   of   the 

established  church/'  as  Arthur  O'Connor  was 

ordained  as  such^  previous  to  his  being  caHed 

to    the    Bar;    and^    as    episcopal,  ordination 

impriesses  an  indelibly  character^  he  not  only^ 

then  was,    and  now  is>  .  but  ever .  must  be,  a 

cla^gymaiu     Of  our  circnmstanqes>  I  shalf  only 

say,  that  we  had  all   been  independent-^most 

of  us   respectable    in    our    professions-^some 

possessed  of  large  capitals  in  trade— and  others 

of  considerable  landed  property.    Perhaps  *  it 

may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  here,  that,  as  we 

were  selected  from  the  three  principal,  provinces 

pf  Ireland,  we  were  respectively  members  of  the 

three  principal  churches  in  the  kingdom,  and 

.  which  alone  government  has  yet  acknowledged 

as  cliurches.    Nor  is  it  unworthy  of  notice,  that 

the  .  number   of    catholics,  ^  protestants,    and 

presbyteritms,  in  our  little  colony,  was  in  aa 

inverse 
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imerse  ratio  of  the  number  of  eitch  tlenomiiiiati* 
on,  id  Ifelsttd  at  Urge.  Perhaps,  the  frroportion 
may  be  stated  as  follows,  though  not  correctly. 

Gstholi€g»  tw»  liiMs  of  the  people,  priiooeis,  4 
Pmbyteriam*  Inore  thaa  one  fifth  of  do.  do.  ^ 
ProtesUiUfliy  less  thau  one  serenth  of  do.        do.      .  10 ! ! ! 

From  this  statement,  a  fact  truly  anomalous, 
tifro  presumptions  arise :  1st.  As  a  majority  of 
the  prisoners  were  deemed  principal  authors  and 
promoters  of  the  Irish  insurrection  i  and,  as 
only  one  fifth  of  said  prisoners  were  catholics  ; 
the  representation  of  that  insurrection  as  ^^  a 
popish  rebellion*'  cannot  be  confided  in  as  the 
tery  truth.  2dly.  That,  the  protestant  ascen* 
dency  in  Ireland,  however  pre-enAinent  in 
splendid  titles,  lucrative  offices,  and  overwhelm* 
ing  power,  has  as  little  pre-eminence  to  bOast 
of  in  loyalty,  as  in  numbers,  where  loyalty  is  left 
to  provide  for  itself 

Having  endeslvoured  to  do  justice  to  our 
fcpnvdy,  and  mentioned  such  circumstances, 
concerning  us,  as  strangers  might  wish  to  be 
Informed  of,  I  shall  now  proceed  with  my 
Narrative,  which  will  present,  to  my  readers 
persons  and  things,  so  characteristically  different 
from  those  exhibited  in  the  preceding  pages, 
that,  did  it  rest  merely  on  my  own  credit,  1 
Ooulil  ^scarcely  expect  to  be  believed.  And  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  contrast  between  our 

treatment 


lie»tmeiii  in  Ir«land>  and  that  irhicii  we  expe« 
rieneed  /ram  our  first  setting  foM  40tii  Britirii. 
groiiod^  TOiMk  evcreasf:  a  dark  abavle  ^ver.  tke- 
Iristi  oHQiMfer^  i»i9  minioM,  and  Mb  ihewsofes^ 
of  U|«  tumiiier  of  1;798^  and  the  three  sacdeedivs 
y«ar9.  Hoivever>  iratlt  ought  to  be  toldr  and 
jiistioe  reqjuir€«  that  (  3houid  feplreaeitt»  fiMri|r 
apd  boneeily^  t^econditctof  the  Bntith^^Qhi** 
m^s4^  ao(d  ita  forvimla  with  whota  £  wart^^Sntir 
<{utacij|j^  caiHi^oted^  daring  bte  jp^orv  mdiwrnt 
m^Jis  of  epiile  and  im|^riso«Ni>eM.  And^  iot 
4^ag,jihU,  I  sMi  oaafiae  lAjpdeIC  *  tkr  ei^teaeto 
ie9^:  my  jpmn^k  and  c<H^j«s  aif  9fifcaal  .^odatf 
qM>tf»  <^t:til|is  moa»iM»t.Mi,iajr  |K)i;laM4oii*  vV^'  v. 

*>  I  have  9aid  tha^^f  wapejandedv  at  Gimralkk^ 
««the,^tbv.of:  NIv^&«  Oa  t6e  Inm^^  tiMi 
HviiUary  ^^ijig.dr^^a  »j^  iftitwo  ime«»  betweeac 
iv)>icb  we  «fi»'^:CoaKlucied,.  with  poKieatteatiiMiv 
by  colonel  H«y  and  |ha.  jkiag*»  aiessengers^  to 
four  coachetk  into  whiqb  we  were  hai^edj^  fira 
a^d  £ve.  This  eeremony  o?er,  our  m^lairir 
escort  toa^  their  Mi^tions^v^tbe  infantry  iti  octt 
front  and  rere^  and  captain.  Bird  wi&h  Ibriy 
four  of  the  Rutlaad  Hofae»  twenty-two  on  each 
side.  Thus  arrwgedf  aaad  iK^compa&ied  bf  a 
multitade,  whiob^  not  only  crowded  the  laaA 
but  covered  the  Mj^aoenj^  fieUs^  aiv  praeeedad 
to  Greenock  (two  miles  and  .an  haif }  ia  jolesui 
filencei  and  with  funeral  pace.  Here,  our 
reception  and  entertainment  excited  an  equal 

^  pleasure 
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plMmre  und  suivprise.  Itistead  of' being  tlirdif 
into  P^hlath-hcUi  (rmilUary guard- house ^  stinkihg- 
prevost,*  ^r gbomy-prkcn^  fortified  with  bolls  btx^- 
barSy  <od'  parodied  ^irt  io  dark,  damp,  celdy 
{Old  bed'less  cells^  we  were  ushered  into  a  lar^e^ 
dssembbf  room^  with  a  blazing  coal-^fnre;  and/ 
,  ifistead  of  »  fUnk  ^f  beef  iw  an  hvn- bound  tubi^ 
with -eoarseit  fibip-bi^kd)  and*  a  jog  (>f  vnpitf 
smaUheerj  in  about  ^etily  minittes,  we  iirere 
shewn >acro6»  a.  lobby^  into  another  handsome' 
xobm'^  efi^vequahsize,  where  we  found' a  wry  good" 
dimer, nesltly  hi&ont,  and  sercants  to  ftttend? 
ii«^  s.  At  table,  we  had  good  porter  and  ale,  m 
abundancc'j  and,  aftoet^dinaer^arpinrof  porteacbt 


InMhe  ertning,  colonel  Hay,  hnd  the  king's 
mfcssen^ers,  Messrs.  Smytb,  Sylvester,  and 
Seott,  called  on  ns,  and  told  ns,  that  they  were 
ondered  to*  get,  f^otn  us,  the  money  \tt  our 
possessioiir  which  they  would  return,  on  our 
arrival  at  Fort«6eoFge.  ThiS'  demand  was 
immediately  compKed  with,  by  some  wholly ; 
by  others,  I  believe,  only  in*  part  On  receipt 
of  this  money  they  retired^  and  did  not  appear 
again  for  several  hours,  except  to  introduce 
somfe  respectable ^merekants,  who  wished  to  see 
twoof  our  number,  Messrs.  Tennent  and  Simm?, 
wfth  whom  they  had  been  f6  the  habit  of  com* 
mercial  mtercoorse. 

Their 
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Thefr'introdactioii  led  loHie^no^ledge  that^ 
•eii^the  representations  in  government  papersji 
the  Irish  insurrection  was  firmly  believed,  in 
Scotland^  to  be  a^rea/  popisti  rebdlim.  One. of 
the  gentlemen,  who  knew  that  Messiss.  Tenn^nt 
and/Simms  were  presbyterians,  and  havhi^ 
learned  that  I  wiis  a  minister  of  that  persuasion^ 
in  a  4ow  voice  expressed  h^s  surprise  that  woe 
wouldtconnect  oursetv^  withjt»a/>i>f^,  and  mucU 
more  4hat  n^  would  1^  concerned  Xu.b,  pqpish 
rebellion.  Overhearing  this^  I  itxterfered, ' and 
asked  the  gentleman,  in  a^  voice  equally  Iow» 
why  he  called  the  insurrection,  in  Ireland,  <<  a 
popish  rebellivfi  f'^  He  answered  pertly  that 
**  he 'did  so,  on  the  authority  of  goveriunent;^^ 
and  that  it  was  Icnonm  to  be, a  fact.**  I  i:epliedp. 
that  ***  such  an  iis^ertion  was  one  of  the  ipany . 
falsehoods,  'by  which  the  people^f  Britfiin  were 
<leceived  and  misled,  in  respect  to  Ireland."'  As 
this  seemed  to  o0end  blgi^  I  th^  afiiked  hifn> 
what  opinion  he  supposed  the  Irish  go^ernmeoti 
to  entertain  of  41s  twenty,  then  present.  To 
this  he  answered^  rather  peevishly,  but  without 
reserve,  that  "  they  must  consider  us»  w  the  most 
guilty^  or  the  most  dangerous^  or  they  would  not 
have  distinguished  us,  as  they  had  done/'  Oa 
fthis^    w^th  a  view  to  remove  an  idea,  equally 

Q  $  lyi^unded 
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unfounded  and  peroicioif II,  1  yfiib^J^^tt  ^  9  srde 
table,  ^qd  wrote  our .  name^i  <:laJK8«l  by  ops 
religious  profe^^ipn  as  upderaeatb* 


John  Swectiuany 
JosepK 

■ 

m 

Wnv  Tennml, 
Bob^rt  $umn«, 
Samuel  KeiUoi 
Oearae  Cuming) 

Dr.  Dic)c$QQ. 


T.  A.  Emmet,    " 
K.  O'Corihor,  ^ 

Ji.  CyCmnor,         «  ^ 
John  CbfMnbfr^ 
Mat  Dowling 
Tlidtnts  Russdl; 
£d)v«Kl  Hudson^ 
Hugh  Wilson, 
Wm.  Dowdall, 
llobext  Hunter. 
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This  done,  I  returned,  and  put  noijr  litUe 
st^foll  Hitb  his  band,  wbisperii^gj;  *^  plef^^e,  sir^ 
io'l6ok  at  that;  and  Uien  tell  me  what  beconi^ecf 
o(  your  popish  rebellion,  on  your  o^o  suppoi^U 
tion  that  government  consider  ?<x«  as  Uie  most 
giiilty^  or  most  dangerous  of  its  enemies?'* 

.  -While  his  eyes  \i«ere  hitent  on  the  j)aper,  Ixe 
stemed  ^ur|)nsed,  and  perplexed;  and,  on 
returning  it,  hiivted  a  suspicion  that  1  was  jesting 
\9\i\k  him.  Oih  this  I  "passed  it  rourjl  my  fellow- 
prbioiiers,  asking  tiiem,  as  it  circulate^^  wbetber 
I  l»ad  truiy  slat^  their  religious  profession? 
This  quesUoo,  wliicb  all  ansvv^red  in  the  afTir* 

mative 

*  Should  I  be  deemed  officioos  in  this  exposure,  I  beg 
that  it  may  be  remembered,  that  I  did  ifo  more  than  the 
>ecret  commiitees  of  Irish  lords  and  commons  had  done 
before  me,  in  various  parts  of  their  taxable  reports,  dated 
ia  1798. 
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fkciativ^,  attracted  tnd  ilttentioii  qf  other  g;entle- 
men  present;  TKe^apeV  Was;  therefore,  handed 
to  each  of  thetrt, '  and  oti  p^rusmg  it>  and  ieihg 
informed  of  the  purpose  .fornihich  it  vias  wclt- 
ten,  iheiT  faith  in  the  representations,  uhicl} 
had  been  pressed  uppn  them  QB/uith/ul,  seen^i^d 
to  be  shaken.  At  any  rate,  during  \\\e  renoaiil- 
der  of  their  stay  with  us^  popish  rcbeUiun  wa^ ' 
not  even  hinted  at  Considering  this  devela|)e^ 
ment  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Scottish  mind», 
1  repeated  it,  more  than  on(;c%  during  oar 
journey. 

In  th^  iotirse'  o^  the  ef emng,  we  had  ten 
served,  which,  With  fts  accompaniments  were 
all  •  good.  A  liftle  b/efore  ten  o'clocfk,  our 
gwardian  angels  appeared,  and  informed  «s„ 
that  we  Mere  all  to  sleep  in  the  foorti  where 
we  thett  were 3  and  that,  as  we  were  to  set  out 
eariy,  thej  had  lakenHhe  liberty  to  order  h^ds. 
Soon  after,  servanlsairpeared,  cleared  off  tables, 
c^MiiVs,  fcc. ;  and,  e(]u%i\\y  to  our  surprise  and 
Sftli^ction,  brought  in  ^a?w/y£>o6d  feather- be^s. 
with  hhankets,  sheets^  holi^ters,  pillows,  &c. 
perfectly  dean,  which  they  arranged  neatly  on 
the  floor.  This  over,  we  were  accommodated  * 
with  porler,  ale,  or  a  draugirt  of  l)randy  and 
waller,  at  our  own  choice,  previous  to  our  going 
to  'bedt  and  then  told,  <*  thaft  we  tie^d  not  get 
up,  itt  the  iMm\Ti%y  till   cafied.    No.  sentinels 

were 
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■       •  a 

>vere  placed  .ia  oajr  rpam*  but  guards  werfi  sta*. 
tioned  in  the  ]obb/,  .h?il|^  apd.apfundUie  Jious^,. 
xluriagtbe  nightj  in  great  abundance.    .   .      _,i 

■   •  ■  *•     .  '  ■•  ■ :  .  •  i      .     "  ' 

$undav>  March  SI  St.  we  were  roused,  farly^. 

and  proceeded  in  our  CQaches^  under  our  jescort 

of  cavalry^   to  9isliO{>ton-lnn,,  (eleven  .nii^s) 

where  Tire'ibnod  i^e  family  and' servants  all  in 

waiting,  and  in  fiitUdire^^^  and  the  l^reakfaft- 

< able  set  hvA  ip  a  style,  on.wj[iich  even  the, eye. 

cf  a  Doctor  Johnson  i^ight  have  dwelt    with 

pleasure.     After  breakfast,     we   were   driven 

through  Renfrew,  Govan,  and  the  Gorbals  of 

<?iasgow.    Puring.  tlijs   part  of  4>ur  journey, 

not  only  the  roads,  but  adjoining  fields,  were 

pe;rfectiy  crowded  with  people>  wlio  kept  pace 

withusfor  n^ny  jpiiles. .  On  pur  approach  to 

(}\fi9gow,  the  inultitcide  became  so  great,,  that 

oj9r  escprt  seejaed  to  hare  •  sooie  apprebienBioa 

of  a  i?esc^e,  though  the  conduct  of  the;  inuhi-  . 

tude  was  pc^rfectly  peaceable,  and  their  cpun- 

teo^nces  expressive,    oidy   of  seriousness  and 

anxious  curioaity.     About  five,  in  the  afteri>00D« 

we  fjeached  jFiamilton,  f  fter  a  journey  of  thirty- 

Ibree  miles,   where  we  found   a  pretty  gooid' 

^linoer  in  readiness,  with  porter,  ale,  and  wine, 

as  op  the  precediug  d^y.    In  the  evening,  we 

were  serve^  with  tea,  and  afterwards  accom- 

inodated    with. a,  draught    of  porter^    ale  or 

spirits^  aud  water,  and  twenty  good  tjeds,   as 

at 
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ait'  6iieesi0ck.  \  Hbre  ^dse,  ilid'if>i^mipdl  gen^* 

tkrttM»>i^  t|ie  fAacfe'Wfttled  oa  ufl^rV^aiid  paid  *ii9 

tbe modi  polkd MteotiiofK  ;      'jc/iS;?- 

•       » 

Tlie  pvogres^  and  ientertaipineat  of  t^2i^  tw^ 
4a^s:l  have  copiers .  VQcb^tiai,  froG»  nates  .then 
taken s,  and,  a&  tbert  i^^^.lut^  vafi^jr^.jn^tl^esQ 
two  respects^,  during, the  >remain4t^,  ^  ow 
jouFney,  1  shall  only  add,  that  .yex^m  :not,x^»  . 
any  one  instapce,  fare  >)^se,  and,  in  mpif^.tban 
•:&«•  not  <^y.ioiiQh  h&^\fr^butjumfiluoiffl]ft 
)^^berde2e%}.our4inn^^  ii^ia^  e^ual  tq  any  tb^i^ 

of  tbe*  k|ft4  It  l^?^  ST*?:  ^WOi  9*'  *a«M» .  i^^  * wi^^ 
aiid  eiejtanpe.    ^e  6$^  .dbn^Q ^  to.  ix^entj/^sco^ 

disbesi  inc^HdJvg  ^lijti^ei  rar.k jev  af  the  oounti^^ 
cooked  in  , sty le^  and  elcigantly  laid  q^^ .  Our 

yid6*bos^4  B?^^  &  gwd  m^an^nc^  ^ .  %6  ^^t 
v»^t&  ^^ttaf)<j|ed  tts>  our^  wki€U  .both  xed  and 
whiter  wa&  g9qd  ^  and  the  ^ifQtfty. .  U£t  to  QUf 
own  disefetk^n^  In  the  ^vening^  we  had  several 
visitants^  among  whom  were  some  of  the  magis* 
tratee^  militiiry  genittemeir,  and  otfaet  genteel 
kibabitants  of  the  pikce  ^  adiUlsaMMj^laiu  Utrd^ 
commander  of  i^ar  miiiiaiy  B9Mrtf  who  poMtely 
came  to  take  ledve  of  us,  afteran  accompamment 
of  181  miles.  To  hkn.and  th«  dragoons  under 
his  conunaad,  I  feel  that  my  feeUe  praise  is 
justly  due.  Daring  this  tong^  and  to  them 
cold,  and  fatigning  jo  whey,  fais^  and  their 
behavroor  to  us^  was  attenlife  and  respecifal  \ 
and,  thoiTgh  in  our  approach  to  some  of  th^ 

larger 
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larger  !telRCiis».  and  {>988a!ge  albirg  tbeir  Btfcsetf^ 
the  ctOp^-xffOL  »  compact  tbafe  t>r0gresAif^ 
motion  was  scarcely  possible^  notBti  ioilividiiial 
l^ceived  a  blow,  an  insult,  or  «ven  an  impas^ 
sioned  durse,  except  in  otie  instjgrnce  to  far  sfs  I 
khmtr.  JtlstrcetJalfe^brth^sattietrtbttt*,  a?*/*Atof 
tteejptibn^ity  tb^  Winc!«t  Foffcrtitrt,  iin  eqrtaf 
ntutibn^  of  Which  tictHm^mt tied  u«,  dtifittg  th^ 
f etna{Ddef  6f  Oui^  ttrur,  W  miles;-  Wbete  14& 
ba^rd  a  ^iit>'pa»Ttioii;  I  VirotiM  add  that  u^^  owed 
to  the  spt4tidor  W  bor  coiitehite  imd  ne^jf^eolfM 
M^airiottlr  l>f  xftxt  gti^rds,  ^  isotoe  ^hbre;  of  tbui 
^ect,  ivhkh  ^tbs'liMd  us^b^'tfto  rb^Ftltodi^,*  in 
tnany  plM:6s,  through  which*  we  piiMfcd.  On 
onrrout^/^fom  Baoiff  to  l^orb George^  it  "M^ 
tnote  than  ottcc  abstrrted,  ■•  that  we  tniist  ht  Wfjf 
l^rttz/  m«i*  or  we  iMm^M  ttot  have  i>eeh  ^escwwd 
by  Stt^h aretmcie."  Thrs idea  was  not  iin»««^ 
n]i  as  a  troop  of  kor^  liad  aot  been  seeiy>  i(i 
that  qtsarter;  from  1746  ntitil  our  arrital. 

Of  the. mill tarjr,  ,wh0>  4Mt  on(y  guarded  ifae 
doocs>*Nfeiefiootepa3sed  the  wallsy  of  the  Xdns 
where  we  breaJUa^ed^  took  our  raetidiao  re* 
fraabAeai^  or  dtaed  and  slept»  my  feeliiigs 
oblige  met  to  expircsii  my  uaqubliiiad  approba^ 
lion*  Tbity  were»  ^metalty,  the.YolimteiBisi 
(yeomen}:of  the.tiofvn9  and  vittiges>  where  we 
stopped.  The  qoadairt  of  the  priaates  was  nm^ 
formly  correct^  inoffiensive^  and  discreet;  aad 
to  the  officers  we  owed  sotte  of  Ih^  coaifortt» 

and 


Ani  mtkch  of  the  local  itifortnaflcn,  lYhrcli  mir 
jottrney  supplied.    To  the  gentletneti  of  Pterth^ 
in  partieultt^  I.ftiti  indebted  for  personal  attend 
tions^  the  recollection  of  which  I  shall  ever    • 
cherish  with  ^ratitnde  and  jpleasnre. 

Of  thembgitlrtttesk,  Bndalfaorgeatltmett^  wIm 
were  admitted  to  tisk.  o$>  daring  niMsttccesmw 
eroiiipgs^  I:  masfc  say,  that«  their  coodtet  was  !• 
iif  truly  pleasittg, "  We  bddvnot  one  iastanco  df' 
imi^tineiik  isirntion,  prieven  att.;aliempty  to 
l^raaIkBow>  to  inocare  adtttssian  to  our  rmtii^ 
witbottt  «ar  pre«toureoiiaralt}..iHr do  I  Medlloot 
a  word,:  or  took,  vbieh  oould  lead  to  tiie  t aspU 
cion  Ihat  their  ob|ect  war  nsrely  to  atare  on^ 
wacb  left  to  iesuk,  *^  mid  IriMkmiptk!^  or  «  A*M 
7:0^;'  or  both  vniled:}    OThat  their  ciirl09itf 
wos  fitveoft  not  only  to  see^  bo*  to  oMMtie  wittf  ^< 
uay  cannot  fae  doobted^  from  the  rumors- that 
uinsi  bare  preceded  ^9 ;  espeoiatty,  ks  the  par- 
son ami  nMUMePs  of  an  irishman  weiw  M  fsac^ 
unknown  to  tiie  gvepit  mass  of  the,  HTghltwi 
people,  soldiers  and  it  few  si^oriB;  exoeptiri,  M 
those  of  a  faottentoi,  esqaimdiux,  or  lapfand^r. 
Yei,  generally,  an  interest  in  oor  sitnaiion  seef*-* 
ed  stronger  than  the  desire  of  knowing  who  we^ 
w«'e,  or  what  we  were  like;  and  seteraf  whea 
leaving  lis,  expressed,  not  only  their  wish  but 
hopey  that  we  would  be  speedily  released,  and 
restored  to  j>ur  liberty,  eaa&ttyi  aikd  friends. 

■ 
R  From 
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,,  From  our  outset,  on  this  journey,  till  ofur 
arrival  at  l^ort-George,  tlie  attenlfion  aud services- 
of  our  civil  guardians,  bis  majesty's  roessei^gers^ 
were  great  aud  uninterrupted.  While  they 
watched  over  us,  they  were  uniformly  minister- 
ing to  us,  morning,  noon,  and  night:  so  that  our 
QMtofp^table'  acGonmiodatieir  seemed  as^  much 
an  object  of  their  care,  as  our  safe  custody. 
Nop  were  tbeiF  services  confined  to  tbe  supply 
Of>  present  wants.  Alarms  impmed  upon  thenr 
the  ^sk  of  pf ovidiiig  for  our  security  agaiust 
fpture,  evils.  *  At  Gccenoek,  we  got  accounts  of 
Fort*George,  e^uaUy; unfavorable  and  «inft>uhd* 
ed. '  The . accouat  6l  the  climate  was  chilling; 
i^ad  that  of  the  supposed  difficulty  of  procuring 
clothed  suitable  to  it  half^froze  us.  Hence  we 
determined  to*  purelkase,  by  .the  way,  flannels, 
lyarm  waMtcoalings,  wrappers,-  &c.  &c.  where** 
ever  to  be  had,  And  to  have  them  slowed  in  our 
coaches.  On  ihentioning  this  determtnration  to- 
QUr  guapdians^  who  were  also  our  purse-bearers^ 
they  kiadly  proposed  to  purchase  for  us,  and 
p^y  our  accounts^  which  they  did  to  a  conside- 
rable amount,  to  our  great  satisfaction,,  aind  vfiih 
equally  great  trouble  to  themselves.  In  the 
diffeutent  towns,  where  we  spent  a  night,  they 
went  from  shc^p  to  shop,  and,  where  order5 
were  not  sufficiently  explicit,  they  had  the 
goods  sent'  to  us,  that  we  might  choose  and 
market,  according  to  our  own  judgment    In 

this 
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this  and  wery  thing  else,  by  which  thcjr  could 
serve  uss  all  three  were  civil  and  obliging;  but 
Mr.  Sylvester  acted  the  part  of  a  brother,  or 
rather  submitted  to  the  drudgery  of  a  slave, 
during  our  whole  journey. 

-  Justice,  honor,  gratitude,  jointly  demand  that 
I  should  now  say  something  of  major,  after* 
wards  colonel.  Hay ;  and,  of  him  I  can  say 
nothing  but  good.  His  attention  and  fatigue 
were  great  indeed.  During  the  ten  days  of  our 
journey  we  newr  saw  him,  till  after  dinner,  iind 
.theuj  only  for  a  short  time.  Though  he  had 
.expresses  regulaj*ly  forwarded,  to  hai^e  provisioa 
made  foiT  our  entertaiiun^nt  and  accommodation, 
yet  be  was  off  before  us^  on  horseback,  every 
morning,  in  time  to  have  our  breakfast  set  out 
;at  the  first  stage^  while  he  was  taking  his  own. 
Jn  like  manner  he  preceded  us  to  the  second, 
and  ordered  cold  meat  and  other  refreshments 
to  be  in  ceadiness  for  us.  And,  aA  the  evening 
3tage  he  visited  Xhe  kitchen^  examined  the.  beda 
in  the  house,  aad  where  the  number  was  short 
of  twenty,  or  the  quality  not  sufficiently  good^ 
he  ordered  the  deficiency  to  i^e  supplied  by  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  place.  .  In  ihort, 
his  conduct,  both  on  our  journey  and  atftar«< 
wards,  was  such,  that,  when  we  saw  the 
account  of  his  having  fallen  a  victim^  in  the 
Holder  e^efjition,  we  mourfi^  him  as  a  bi-otber. 

E2  That 
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That  tbese  circumstances  iv^re,  to  u$^  bigUy 
gratifying,  cannot  be  doubted.    That  tbey  im- 
pressed our  minds  with  opinions  and  sentiments 
as  highly  favorable  to  our  guards,  guardians^ 
^nd  the  people,  through  whom  we  were  passings 
must  be  naturally  supposed.     Yet  this  gratifi- 
cation was  not  without  alloy.   We  were  captives 
in  a  foreign  land,   on  our  way  to  a  fortified 
Dnilitary  prison,   under  the  <^ontrol  of  military 
strangers,  far  removed  from  fViend  or  acquaint- 
fince,  and  the  c^MisoIing  endearments  of  parent, 
brother,  wife,  or  children.    We  could  not  bar 
nish  the  recollection  of  the  prisons  in  our  native 
country,  under  the  control  of  our  countrymen, 
and  regulated  by  the  mandates    of  ail  Iirirfi 
minister  or  his  executioners.    The  severities  and 
sufferings  in  Kilmainh<im  and  Newgate,  pressed 
upon  the  memory,  and  harrowed  up  the  feelingi 
of  some;  while  others  shuddered  at  the  recoU 
lection  of  the  ni>ise  and  nastiness  of  a  Belfast 
htack'hoix:  the  privations,   alarms,  and  stench 
of  its  Prtoost  prison  ;  and  the  horrors  of  nJleaU 
ing  Bastllcy  in  whu  h  their  lives  had  been  twice 
eftdangered,  by  the  extrent^  of  heat  and  cold, 
intlie  short  space^of  eight  months.     With  these 
r^oolledtions  fresh  upon  our  memory,  wectyuld 
not  took  forward  i^'ithout  bristhng  apprehen* 
fions.    Not  only  confineioaent,  bolts,  bars,  bay^ 
pnetS)  and  b^lNcartridges,  not  to  mention,  iron- 
bovind  tubs,    vapid  small-beer,    and  stinlcing 
pprki   bift  narroiy,   dark,   damp,    dirty,   and 

bed-less 


h^4es$  cells^  ruthless  goaters,  hevrj  irons, 
brutal  sheriffs,  deadly  doctors,  and  rufiiao  turn- 
h^ys^  presented  theniBelves  to  our  ima^iaation ; 
aipecially,  when  the  possiiMlity  occurred  to  out 
thoughts,  that  the  breath  of  the  Irish  minister, 
or  his  minions,  might  be  wafted  across  the 
Northern  Cbauud,  and  poison  the  altilospherc^ 
e?en  of  Fort*  George.  To  these  appreh^sions, 
gloomy  as  they  were,  a  darker  hue  was  given, 
by  the  uncertainty  how  long  our  confinement 
and  exile  might  be  contiuued)  to  what  more 
distant  region  our  banishment  might  be  extend* 
ed,  or  to  what  distresses  we,  and  the  dearest 
objects  of  our  affections  might  i>e  destined. 

« 

Though  this  uncertainty  had  conttuued  to 
bans:  over  us  for  years,  thank  god,  and  the 
worthy  people,  into  whose  charge  we  were 
about  to  be  delivered,  our  apprehensions,  ivere 
in  some  particulars,  almost  immediately  sooth- 
ed, and,  soon  after,  dissipated.  The  change 
in  our  situatton  and  treatment  was  so  great 
and  so  pleasing,  that  sometimes,  I  could  not 
restrain  my  imagination  from  playing  whh  the 
thought  that  I  liad  been  traniported  not  only 
to  a  new  heaven  and  u  twiv  eartk,  but  to  the  soci- 
ety of  spirits  more  perfect,  than  those,  by  irfaich 
I  had  been  haunted,  for  months  before. 


On 
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On  Tiiesda}^  April  §tfa.  we  arrived  at  Fort*' 
George.  Our  entrance  might  be  called  solemn. 
.The  very  aspect  of  the  place  made  it  60  to  me, 
who  had  never,  before,  seen  a  regular  fortifica- 
lion.  A  numerous  guard  was  drawn  out,  and 
ihe  mQltitude  assembled,  which  included  great 
part  of  the  rank,  and  fashion  of  the  country, 
was  so  numerous  that  persons,  unacquainted 
with  the  improved  state  of  the  northern  counties 
of  Scotland,  and,  consequently  encreased  num<» 
bers  of  its  inhabitants  might  have  supposed  that 
one  half  of  their  population  was  collected,  on 
the  occasion.  Through  them  and  the  gm^rds^ 
our  coaches  drove  to  a  stair,  up  which  we  were 
conducted  to  the  rampart :  and  thence  along  a 
wooden  bridge,  thrown  across  the  street  on  x>ur 
account,  to  the  third  floor  of  the  garrison ;  and 
shown  into  a  spacious  room,  where  we  found 
an  uncommonly  large  grate  filled  with  a  blazing 
coal  fire* 

We  had  not  enjoyed  this  many  minutes^ 
when  lieutenant  colonel  Stewart,  (the  lieute- 
nant governor)  the  fort-major,  and  some  other 
officers,  made  their  appearance.  Panting  as 
we  were  with  anxiety  to  know  our  fates,  their 
minds  did  not  seem  to  be  much  more  at  ease 
than  ours*  After  a  few  polite  inquiries  concern 
ning  our  journey,  health,  accommodations,  &c. 
&c.  the  lieutenant  governor,  taking  a  paper, 
from  his  pocket,  said :  <^  gentlemep,  it  is  neces- 
sary 


Narrative.  l»7 

«ary  that  I  should  read  to  you  the  orders,  which 
I  have  received  from  government;  though  I 
assure  you,  to  me  a  very  painful  task/*  That 
he  felt  it  such,  was  evident,  from  the  tremuious 
voice  and  interrupted  breath,  veith  which  he 
performed  it.  On  perceiving,  the  indignation, 
which  these  orders  excited,  expressed  by  every 
countenance,  and  hearing  it  from  oi^  tongue; 
*'  gentlemen,"  said  he,  ''  as  a  servant  (f  go^ 
vermnentf  I  cannot  hear  reflections  on  govern-' 
ment.  I  own,  I  cannot  reconcile  your  appear- 
axkce  and  these  orders;  yet>  I  must  obey  them. 
However,  it  shall  be  your  own  fault,  if  ever 
they  are  executed  with  severity."  On  this^ 
he,  and  the  other  gentlemen,  retired,  seem* 
ingly,  and,  as  I  believe,  really,  affected  witU 
our  situation.* 

Soon  after,  our  table  was  handsomely  laid  out, 
and  a  good  dinner,  of  Jive  dishes,  served  up.  We 
had  two  servants  to  attend  us«  Our  allowance 
of  drink  was,  one  dozen  of  porter,  one  of  ate, 
and  ten  bottles  of  port.  And  we  were  informed, 
that  we  might  have  tea  in  the>  evening,  or  a 
cold  supper,  with  a  bottle  of  porter,  or  ale, 
for  each,  as  vve  should  choose. 

After 


), 


*  How  difl^renl  ihif  from  the  conduct  qf  our  own  petty 
Qpstaits,  daring  the  preceding  years  1  I  am  sorry  I  canm>t 
produce  a  copy  of  these  or/^ma/ instruct  ions.  I  had  sud^  but^ 
8om#  bow  or  other^  it  is  mislaid,  .  . 
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After  dinner,  twenty  rooms,  each  behreett 
sxteen  and  eighteen  feet  square^  were  allotted 
us  by  batlot,  sixteen  of  which  were  laid  witfc 
brick  orer  the  boarded  floor.    On  taking  poa- 
session,  we  fband  thera  clean,  dry,  airy,  wcff 
plaistered  and  ceiled,  with  windows  sufficiently 
large,  welt  glazed,*  and  secured,  on  the  outside^ 
with  iron  bars*    In  each  room  was  a  neat  (ouT'- 
posted  bed  with  ^ood  curtains,  paillasse,  mat- 
tress,   sheets,   one    under    and    three    upper 
blankets,  a  cotton  coverlet,  bolster,  pillow  and 
pot;  a  rush  bottomed  chair,  and  smalt  oaken 
table;  a  bottle  and  bason,  a  commode,  fire-- 
irons, coal- box^  candlestick,  snuliers  and  extin-* 
guisher ;  all  entirefy  new,  and  good  in  their 
kind*    To  these  was  afterwards  added  a  bell,  on 
the  outside  of  each  door,  with  two  pulls  on  tlte 
inside,  one  at  the  fire* place,  and  one  at  the  l>ed, 
that  in  case  of  sickness,  fire,  or  alarm,  our 
keepers  migbt  be  roused,  and  assistance  pro* 
cured.    Four  invalids  were  exempted  from  duty, 
for  our  service,  and  allowed  double  pay  j  two 
to  make  our  beds,  keep  our  rooms  clean,  and  do 
other  chamber  and  personal  services  ^  and  the 
other  two,  to  keep  our  knives,  forks,  spoons 
&c.  as  they  ought  to  be,  brihg  our  provisions 
ftova  the  inn,  and  attend  us  at  table.     Each  of 
us  had  captain*s  allowance  of  coal  and  candle  ; 
nor  did  we  burn  a  dipped  candle,  except  for 
<^ne  fortnight,  during  my  residence  in  the  fort. 
For  our  health,  equal  provision  was  made.  The 

surgeon 


s^l'geoQ  of  the  fort  liad  iristractidns  to  tlttehd 
iif>  aad  supply  Us  with  meduside,  when  peces* 
svjr>  virbich  h^  regulaily  did.  In  ooe  instancef 
of  dangerous  illness,  a  physician  was  Called^ 
from,  the  distance  of  sixty  miles,  and  liberally 
pwl  by  gpy^toimeut*  ■  Were  L  here  to  pass  an^i^ 
n^tiefid  tlie  att^tioD#  of  the  ret.,  ^r^  Stalk^r^ 
chapUiii  of  the  fort^  1 6bimld.(hink  myself^  un- 
pardonabkt  asrthey  wee^.  c^uaJJy  kind  and  0^ 
Itemittiog. ... 

The  preceding  statement  I  have  made,  with 
the  most  scrupulous  exactness,  and  publish  with 
great  pleasure,  as  a  tribute  justly  dae  to  the 
British  ministry  and  the  servants  of  the  crown^ 
with  whom  we  wer6  placed.  "  In  any  clrciini- 
stances  such  attention'  and  liberality  would  have 
done  them  honors  But,  with  such  representa- 
tions and  instructions  from  Ireland  as  gave  rise 
to  the  orders  tr;a(nsmitted  to  Fort-Oeorge,  tmder 
which  our  confinement  iV^s,  not '  only '  almost 
i^ninterrupted  and  solitary,  but  such  as  nearly 
precluded  conversation,  eVen  during  the  few 
hours  that  our  doors  were  unlocked,  their 
conduct  was  more  than  honorable,  and  shall  ever 

*  command  my  warmest  praise.     Nay,  wheA  I 
contrast  it  with  what  I  kjiew]    witnessed^    and 

yjr/^   daring  the  preceding  year,    in  what  loas 
.  *'  my  coukinfs'  but  noio  is,  or  yet  may  be,  I 

•  Anotv  not  what,    through  the,  intrigues  of  an 
'  apostate,  and  the  enormities  of  a  faction,  into 

S  whose 


.tf 


130  KET.  DK.  mCKSON'il 

4 

whose  hands  god,  i|i  his  displeasure/  seeiM  t^ 
have  delivered  ^t,  |  feel  praise  too  eooF  ibr  tkii^ 
iqeritS;,  and  language  too  feeble  for  the  express 
sian  of  vy  sensations.* 

On  the  morning  after  oiv  art^iival,  we  w€r« 
thnted  by  the  khig^s  messMgens  -  wb#r  accordu 
ing  to  promtse,^  returned  eaeb  of  us  the  «Mpe]^ 
given  them  at  (jteenooft,  or  iiiitttftill y  ae«oimt«4 
for  it.  Major  Hay  also  caMed  on  us,.  liefiMia  be 
left  the  ibrt.  Aft^  some  conversation,  he  asked 
me,  a^  I  believe  he  did  the  other  prisoners,  my 
nume^  my  profession,  the  former  place  ef  my 
residence,  iqy  age,  and  th^  number  of  my  family; 
ihe  answers  to  ail  which  questions  he  wrote  itr 
.^i^l  p^^lcet- book.  Oif  ray  asking  the  reason  of 
this  particularity,  he  tol^.  me  that,  *^  ivom  our 
appearance  {ind  coAduct,  and  the  orders  sent  to 
tli^  governor^  be  was  convinced  that  we  had 
beei^  grossly  misrepresented  lo  the  Btitish 
gjovernnkeut— — that  he  wished,  as  far  as  he 
copld,  to  do  away  such  inisrepresentations-^ 
an4,  tbftt^  on  hi?  arrival  id   London,  he  would 

state 

«  Bor  terfffVfion^  ^ft^^iiy»ftUiii»lipm»  %i?Vr9f.hoF!«f 
oqpaiiOBitbl]^  ibot  acn^i^  ii|y  qiinA  ik^\  tbt%  Sfeovng,"  vi^itaiioii 
qt  wrpUiy  mi^t  be  only  »  wholesome  correction  of  natiopal 
mtmvu^m,  comiptioa*  and- Yenality ;  andtliat  in  die  ev«nt«  it 
might  pcodvce  a.  natiwialf  renovation  of  minify  a  nabrrecdon  of 
^a pure  peUtiq^ body,  and ai (jaoiiviint  ifi$llmA<m #r  ^H^Af, 
lilNrty.  aA^peMie.  Qut,  &m.nfmy«  ^^  th;|]fpb  Kh^ch 
)(^  ^nce  talosn  place*  particoleriy  the  ezdnctioo  of  Ireland's 
political  asisleDce ;  and  the  present  exertions  to  bury  her  below 
the  poasibility  of  resurrectlen,  I  feel  tempted  to  alnindon  even 
that  hope.    I  will  mot  asamdon  it. 


«tiife't»tiat  he  liftd  tftbti;  iM  wftit  Tie  thought, 
Kspeottegu^  t<»tri8iti«j««tf!«\tt(itiister8.^*  Thifc,' 
1  have  «v«ry  ^rauon  ttr  lfi^«t^  K^  did  Willi 


•    1 


For  W]B.e  time  ai^ar  Ibwy  o«r  sHoaDiott  #Bft 
variant,  and  4xactttat»i^«  :Ovr  firtit  an  days^ 
gai^.nf  ib^  folleat  CMirtciibti  that  our  g^va-nor^ 
411  iIm  discharge  of  his  doty,  meant  to  att  with 
a  leiiiept  haiid.  But.  whether  from  new  Iri«h 
inanda^s  ija  the  idoke  ki  PorUatid,  «r  frotii 
^j^at  other,  cauye,.  iiiilbiibwn  «o  bft»  h^  inrat 
ohJUf  ed  to  cl^fijge  his  ■heamree^ 

t^st  this  c^a^gOs  or  rather  these  ehiDgesif 
iihoald  be  misjuclged  of>  or  douhted^  I  shall 
ilow  present  them,  with,  4U  tJrnr  tMitttkm^  m 
regular  extracts  from  my  joornal^  and  copies 
of  the  governor's  difioMr  ivaMi» 

April  18tb.  Till  this  datfl^.  we  weire  p4ir^ 
knitted  to  wittk  on  the  rampartsi  .dwiHg  fkd 
jgreaier  part  of  the  day.  tei^  i^t  %  time,  in  tw<f 
iaclosuresy  five  in  eachj  and  attended  by  sen* 
tinels.  These  ^v^efe  piaoM«  two  in  ea6h  indo* 
fnre;^  ^nd  one  tin  %  very  small  iMefittediate  ipAiit^ 
to  prevent  aur  pasi&og  barckarard  ind  fbrwaiTd. 
Tb«|Be  ioolosiiras  were  sitAcleAtljr  largi^  for 
iQvery  potpose  of  air  ded  eatereise ;  itnd  ii6  ^itiii* 
luted  tbaV  f^Q^  ^^  ham|iiette>  we  were  enteN 
tained  with  a  widdy  e^kemled  Mencffy.  as  varie* 
gat^j  wildly  gr^at,  and  rudely  picturesque. 
,  .sa  'as 
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as  water,  moor,  moantaia,  eijUtfated  iieldi, 
ope  large  bandsonie  town,  several  TiUages,  a 
few  gen tleip en's  seats^  some  good  farm  hoosesj 
thriving  plantations  of  ^reat  extent;.  CuUodeh 
with  aU  its  recollections^  a  considerable  socces- 
sjoB  of  leading  and  other  vessels',  a  constant 
gaddiing*  of  ttvvy  and  flsfcinglioafs^  itiii  a  lon^ 
ani  lofty  ridge  of  the  Sc^Otfisli  AIpy,at*b**di8i 
iTance,  exposing  their  Bare  li^ad^,  aifd  ha^ed 
shoulders,  to  the  pitiless  stortns,  could  present 
tp  an  e^'e  accustomed  to  lanfe^anS'  tempefat^ 
regions;  Of  the  saiabrity,  and  comparati^^e 
mildness,  of  the  air,;  nothing  iteed4)e'sbrd;  whed 
it  is  known  that  the  fort  stands  upon. a  dry 
gravelly  soil,  arid  is  two-thirds  surrounded  by 

the  sea,  which,  at  high  water,  washes  it^  .wall^ 

•  ■    ■ 

ID  circamference  more  than  a  mile. 

.  *  •  . « •  * 

April  23d.  Notice  was  given  us,  by  majol* 
Bailie,  that  government  aligwaiic^  rendered 
relTfnchment  necessary,  which  accordinj^ly 
took  *plaee :  viz.  from  ten  to  ^ight  bottles  pf 
ivine>*  at  and  after  di  finer. 

.  As  we  had  all  read  the  few  books,  which,  for- 
tunately,  some  of  our  number  had  packed  up 
with  their  luggage,  we  applied  to  the  governor 
on  the  J8tU.  for  liberty  to  order  some  from 
iQvernesSf  as  al^o^  two  dailj^  newspapers  from 
London.  .This  he  assnred  o^  by  a  very  polite 
iiote^.  1)6  could  not  grant)  witHoat  instructions 

from 


permiistOQio'prdctife  bool^vtftl  graiit^d;       *«  ? 
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Apfil  ^6th. .  Hitherto,  we  4^r^  iftHtil^ed  .m 
w/itjy^  tp  qqi^ fru^ndsjc. without  jaq^f^dl^rfestrifH 
tiop  ^b^n  £ei)dinj{  our  fetters,  to^  \^.  ^gi^y^Doi^ 
nnse^kd^y  A%.  this  exposed  liinK^  .daHy ;  ii(4e^? 
tion^  of.^^V»cb  lif  situ^t^^9.wo^WalO^  iii^  ^ 
sent  us  a  note  to-day,  of  which  the  following  is 

"  .*^.  jjeut.-GM'ernor  StQ§rt  j^^uesta  Uie  i^ate 
prisoners  may  send  their  letters  to  him  once  in 
the  week-^on  Saturday;  and  that  they  will  ab- 
stain from  all  dUqi^ons  to  pobtics,  or  'th«  niea- 
surss  of  govprnoaeoi,  in  timr  correspondence." 

Stjuaut,  Lient-GoT.V 

April  29th.  Iiirormation  was.given  us  that  our 
allowance  was  f.irther  reduced-^thal  it  was  in- 
sufficient £i>r  ouf '  support^  on  the  doHstuigi  .ar- 
rangemetit«-*and,  thierefore,  that,  besiSeA' other 
artiples,  we  fnust  porchase^ur  own  drink/  whicli 
was  not  to  exceed  ^  pint  of  wme^  and  the  same 
.of  porter,  for  es^ch  man.  Spirits^  as  .from  the 
lieginpingy  totally  prohibited.. 


<  I  fc 


/H.'VV/ 


otjgTtfA  bustle, 
and  great  business.  We  h^Jjl^  %jB»^JIifJ^J..9P^^^* 
cil>  opened  a  regular  oomidonication  with  Mrs. 

M'Gregor, 


^  ,^  -rf 
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McGregor  who  Mpplias  ndt  tubtej  soMtkAis^ 
|itr  prapoaalB ;  sk^ohed  vari#as  ptensi  Midwuthft 
out  estimates ;  tlie  retalt  of  all  nrhibh  wm^  IM 
discorerjr  that  oar  allowance  would  admit  of 
lireakfask  Md  dran^,  Kg  usoal,  with  ^x  battles 
ofwiv^f  and  Ml^te  of  pdrter,  for  twenty  people, 
hf  adding  <mt  A&lVifig,  per  mfaa,  daily ;  and  that 
federal  other  artieles,  hilkfrlo  suppiie^  by  g&oern- 
mtnt,  mttt  be  pfoour ed  at  ouy  own  e^6fts«. 

May  Ist  The  governor^  I  presume*  frcyin  tii# 
formation  of  our  situation,  yesterday,  ordered! 
lis  to  be  foroished  with  brieakfast,  dinner,  drinks 
and  evftning  tea  or  sapper,  as  formerly,  till  he 
{Should  receive  fartbtr  instructionsp 

May  €tli.  Instrnotiotis  arriv^,  an  Mctratt  of 
>wliich  the  governor  sent  M  by  a  depMaticH^ 
(boBsisting  of  ttiytfr  Bailie,  two  other  officers, 
and  a  Mr.  Mackay,  now  superintendent  of  state 
prisoners;  and  was  $A  follows; 

iMttt  Goremor  Stuart  encloses  MenMHth  an 
extnuit  frosQ  iMfractkM  h^  has  jxM  f ^Mived 
Iratti  the  dnke  of  Ptortfand,  by  his  mafesty^i 
tmnnnnd^^It  is  nMdtiess  for  the  lieutenant** 
gDvamor  to  observe,  that  he  must  ftilfil  th6 
instroctions  correCtly.«^The  prisoneM  will,  in 
consequence,  withdraw  to  their  several  apart* 
inent8.«^They  wHl  assemble  to  breakfast,  at 
nine  in  the  morning,  by  ten  in  number.*- An 

hour 


iMror  viS.  Ik  adlP^ed  i^r  hxezk&^U  vben  the 
«li|er  iMlf  o£  iJbi^.  |^|«an^nB  \i;iU  Mtemble^aa 

tom^^  y)my  wiii  aawn^lp  io  like  «Mim«i  al 
two  ^'c1qc|^  aod  al;  foqr.  Tjie  wine  wiU  hi 
•q/uiXy  d^videdr  An  hwhi^  or  if  the  priaoafim 
ctHiMfto  aa  iMur  anii  a  hal^  will  \m  allowadl  for 
dMoec  Ai  tj^  qmoot  aMpmbta  in  th«  evea^ 
iqg^  Qn«)i  af  |1^  prisaneai  aa  choaae  will  ordw 
te%  ac  .hrepul  aoA  chaaw.  to  tibeir  awa  a|^n» 
BMats.  ,Th^  KaiUaQaot-goveraar  baa  ordered 
w>  Maakayn  9Hpeiii0tendent  of  state  prisoners^ 
lo  callon  aaoh  of  tb%  prisoner^  m  Ua  oif o  apart- 
Htni^  Urn  the  monay  <bejr  may  baat,  wbick 
tbe  KaiitaMna^goracoov  laaroiod  ijrom  the  ting'a 
mafflMgam  ataouated  Iko  4  The  pri- 

aanera  viU  tiaik  each  sun  theimelvea  opposite 
their  names^  and  the  lienteoAOt^govemar  bas 
put  his  recerpt  at  the  bottom  of  the  paper.  The 
prnoners  witt  observe^  a&  diair  lattttrs  miiat  be 
aent  to  the  dake  of  Portland.  Tha  ata^  and 
sun  newspapers  wiH  ba  sonl  to^siicb  prisaaiars 
as  choose  to  order  tham^  aoA  badn»  aa  foiaierljr. 
The  prisoners  aaa  onl^f  aia  tiaaifbatina  vhMfr 
they  maj-  contrnuo  to  #a,  fiua  niae  ks  tba  ohm- 
nhig  till  eigbt  ia  Sbe  evankigr 

SruMtt  liaat.Gov/' 

Be  itibi&re  ttOte4  tbat^^bo^^  V^  w  Half 
being  dedittct^f  for  breaisfast  and  dumer,  ibe 
tiaar  for  air  and  aaoercisa  ia  reduced  to  eight 

bouK^ 
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hours  and  an  h^ilf,  tvhiclr  allows  each  ind^^idusit' 
nriT-dNE  itlintftes  \n  twenty-ftnir  hourk '  Bfe^ 
it  observed  also^  that,  as  by  these  orders,  wtt 
could  neither  br^ttkfiist  nbr  dine,  but' in  the 
presence  of  an  officer,  or  keeper j  and  a  sentinel, 
lest 'we  should  haVe  the  pleasure  of  conrerslng 
treely  one  with  aitother-  so  the  two,  walking 
at  the  gaoi^  thne,  werel  locked  in  separate  in^ 
closures,  add  environed  b^  sentinels,  lest  they 
should  feven  spejik  tofe'ath  ^otlhef.  I  l>av«  oAly 
to  add  thsLt,  though,:  in  the  extraet  of  orders 
sent  us>  pen  and  itik  are  not  mentioned,  in  Ituit 
gi\^en  to  Mr:  SJlackay^  *  foi*  his  direction,  th« 
duke  of  Portlahd  positively  prohibits  their  uas 
by  us,  except  Tor  thcf  pui'pose'of  writing  to  our 
friends,  in  the  presence  of  a  keefyei't  and  assigmi^ 
as  a  Feakon  **  the  gross  abuse  of  ^tkut  privilege  by 
ffle ^Dublin  prisoners:*  :       •    ./ 

The  most  Buperiiciat  obaerver  mpst  here  per^^ 
cetve^  that  the  pkeclbsloo  of  C(ni?iersalioo.  at  oilr 
Tatite,  tlici  preveutioD  irf  iMef course  between 
Ihetvro  prisooersi  permitted  tp  walk, at  the  eame 
4ififey  aodtbe; prohibition. oC  pen  ^nd  ink>  n>t»t 
fttltve  been  coooety^  iJl  the  saane  brain,  and 
proceeded  from  i\^  saii9a>  souroei  And  the 
reason  isstglied  fur  the  last  makes  it  as  plain 
thftt  the  brain  was  that  of  the  Irish  minister, 
or  his  clerk,  and  the  arotirce  his  Aean  /  'and  ihat, 

Vhen''he  cobtd   not   poison   th^  air  of   Furl- 

•       »  >        ■         •  '       * 

Getjr^e  Djrhi's  ddtierious  trtatlu  ht  ■embittered  it 
•  by 
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hf  Iramfaiing  a  portion  of  his  gatl  Ihrong h  the 
•ecretarial  pea  of  the  dtike  of  Portland.  In  a 
word»  it  aiTord;  a  strong  presamption  that  every 
thing  patnfal  in  oar  confinement  originates  in 
Ireland ;  and  that  we  owe  all  that  is  comfortable 
exclusively,  to  the  British  minister>  and  our  wor^ 

thy  governor. 

• 

May  7th.  Looked  ^pyntcr^Ay  eTeniiig, 
agreeable  to  drdera.  Visited  this  mornings  alt 
^ht^loeked  up  till  mn«,  when  we  wei«  c«^ 
ducted  to  breakfasth^aftqr  breakfast,  piit  under 
h)ok  till  ahcNit  twdre,  whe«^  to  our  astonisli* 
oient,  we  were  jnfpraied  thai  we  might  -  walk, 
tea  and  ten,  as  usual,  {4  e»  five  in  e«qh  inelosvre, 
suid  coQtinpe  to  4o  se,  till  six  in  the  eventttg« 


This  induli^ce,  as  1 2|(Uvfr«r4^  lafinied  CrQia 

Dr.  Roy»  surgepo^  pf  the  gwrnson,  w«  owed 
entirely  to  the  gpv^mor,  whose  hnmanity  con- 
fered  it,  at  the  risque  of  ministerial  rebuke^  per* 
haps  dismissal. 

Until  the  receipt  of  the  last  orders^  ffe  were 
permitted,  on  Sunday  paornings,  to  have  prayers 
in  our  mess-room,  io  which  our  keepers,  a^epd- 
apts^  and  the  soldiers  on  guard,  paid  particfil^r 
attention. 

May  lOtfli.  This  day  brought  new  orders, 
which  were  communicated  in  the  following  note. 

T  *♦  Fort-Georjft 
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*<  Fort^^tmg^,  May,  \0,  WQf.v 

f'  The  prisoners  .are  to  be  locked  up  at  alj^ 
tlmes^  except  whea  at  meals>,  or  arriagr— they 
"Will  be  permitted  to  air,  as  loUows«-at  ten  ii^ 
the  morpmg,  teo'  ppisouer's  will  ga  out  in  tivo 
divisions^  as  usual^  and  may  remaia  until  one 
o  clock,  when  the  other  ten  may  go  ool,  and 
remain  till  four  o^clock,  after  which  the  prisoners 
^reaot  to-be  |>eriRJ  tied  t6  go  out.  ^  This  allows 
ihrjee  bottSi  fop  air  and  exeJPcise  to  each  man—* 
•tbey  mMi  meesriin  .two-  divisions,  as  foriueriy 
jdirectfd^}  jiudrit  being  impossible  to  serve  each 
-prisoner  itt>  his  OH^n  apartment,  ^one  choosing 
•oe.  thing  and'oneantother,  they  will  please  to 
^agree  amoag  themselves,^  whether  they  will  have 
/^a^  or. bread  and  die^se,  ^^-^aadthey  willhs 
permitted  to  assemble  in  two  divisions,  as  at 
'dinner,  from  seven  to  hali^past  eight,  when  they 
must  retire  to' their  apartments. 

Stuart^  lieuL-gor, 

K.  h.    To  be  copied  hy  Mr.  Macln^/' 

May  ISlh.  Sent  a  message  to  the  lieut.-gov. 
requesting  a  renewal  of  6ur  permission  to  assem* 

'  ble  for  prayer,  on  Sunday  mornings,  wilh  the 
additional  liberty  for  me  to  preach  to  my  fellow- 
prisoners.  His  answer  was  that  **  he  would  be 
happy  in  granting  every  possible  indulgence,, 
but  was  sorry  his  orders  obliged  kina  to  refuse 

'  the  liberty  requested,  at  present.'* 

May 
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litay  29tlfi.  Our  fare  continues  ieimwkably 
^Qod;  and,  tboQgh  our  confinement  1>c  strict, 
«id  every 'attention  paid  to  oiur^afe  cnstody,  the 
•conductor  ofir  guards  is  perfectly  correct,  and 
that  of  the  officers  and  keepers  uniformly  marked 

^ith  discretion  and  ciyility. 

*  •. 

August  4tb.  Oar  table  excel^enlt  and  impm?^ 
tog.  We  bav:e  very  fine  salmon  twice  ^^t  thriee 
a  week,  which  are  takeu  in  our  view,  it  tha 
distance  of  about  15Q  yards.  Pf  other  fish, 
both  round  and  flat,  we  ha^ve  great  variety^ 
Our  beef,  mujtton,  pork,  vc^i  Umb.  kc.  are 
cemarkaUy  goed.  I^atterly,  we  have  had 
plenty  of  garden  stufis  and  saUading^  and  some^ 
times  young  ducks  and  peas— yesterday  and 
to  day  aew  potatoes.  We  have  not  ^ranted  eggs 
and  cold  meat,  at  breakfast^  a  single  day  since 
OUT  arrival  here.  Our  wine,  porter,  and  ale, 
faave  been  uniforaily  good.  And,  at  supper, 
we  have  oecasioaaUy  had  very  fine  crabs  and 
lobsters,*    '  *      ^ 

ft  September 

*•  For  •  eonflider^ble  iiole  tiller  our  arriral,  we  n^rer  had 
ftdi  «t  ear  ^h>  il|oi|gii  we  jaw  ih^n  dMy,  m  the  ion,  ki 
grf  at  Ywiely  l^ld  ^t^ndeoce..  TbU  produced  e  p eeTi&h  note  to 
Mrs.  M'iSre^.  This  note  was  answered  by  information 
fhatf  4W  ^h  was  so  plenty,  and  consequently  ctieapi  that  none 
but  the  pommon  soldien  used  them^  she  feared  sending  them  to 
OS  wottld  be  ettrilivted  to  seMhhnesi.  or  inaolence.  This  will 
not  surprise^  when  It  is  known,*  that  the  largest  cod  are  deli? ered« 
by  the  fishermen,  at  two  shillings  per  dozen,  to*  the  houses 
whei^e  they  are  pickled  Stc.  for  the  London  jpiarket ;  ao4  that 
Asb»  <ii0livy  other  kind^  is  proportionably  cheap— ssEfanoa 
tactpted. 
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StfpUml^er  Uth.  Thb  day  idded  strength  to 
thft  presumption  th^  Iiish  iiifliienoej  arising 
ffpm  Irish  cabinet  fisafs^  is  yet  used  with  the 
British  minister^  to  tntsfcept  or  abridge  ow 
conifortSi 

For  some  months*  applications  had  been  made 
And  repeated,  in  vain^  to  the  Irish  miubter, 
that  Mrs.  Emmet  might  be  permitted  to  visit 
)4r»  Emmet;  and  ^ommetfiications  holden  wttb 
the  duke  of  I^ortktnd,  for  tlie  same  purpose, 
Nolwithsflanding  the  repeated  refusals  in  Ireland^ 
the  duke  of  I'oritaiid*  grated  the  boon,  but 
wider  such  restrictions^  that  it  was  honorably 
l>  aa  the  following  letter  wiU  shew. 


«  Sir, 

Mrs.  Emmit^  wife  qf  Mr.  EmmeU  c^qf  ti^, 
prisoners  at  Fori-Gt^ge^  Jms  obtained  tmf,  per-', 
mssion  to  see  her  husband  ;  but^  as  she  is  suspected 
^  having  imbibed  kist  prine^f^^  ym  taiU  take 
particular  (^are  that  she  shall  not  be  the  means  qf 
'C^nm^wkAtion  hetween*h{m  and  the  JUsaJbctcdin 
Ireland.  Ske  is  imfy  taseetJiim  in  tks  presence^/ 
M  proper  person,  md'ifcu  are' to  tnkt  ph^  steps  4iM 
that  she  may  not  carry  anyt$tter^  or  papers'  in  of 
but  of  (I^Jort^    /  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir, 
Tour  meet  ekedient  knmile  surv^^ 

POtlTUND/* 


i^hotigh  the  perniidsidn,  granted  in  tj^i&letter, 
be  ^entirely  due  to  .the  duke  of  Portland  ;  I 
appeal  to  evqry  man  of  common  sense  whether 
t{)e  restrictions  are.  not  evidently  of  Irish  sug- 
gestion. Should  a  douht  exisf»  the  fact  will 
appear,  hereafter^  supported  by  evidence  equal 
io  demonstratioii ;  and»  I  ask^  whether  any  oqe 
of  them  has  ever  known,  read,  or  heard  of, 
such  insulting  and  barbarous  restrictions  being 
imposed  on  any  human  being,  in^such  circum- 
stances ;  much  less  on  a  Udy  of  most  respecta- 
ble connexions,  and  dignified  character-— mo- 
ther of  five  children,  langniabing  td  {mi  a  be« 
loved  husbandji  an  exile  and  prisoner,  five  hon* 
dred  miles  distant  ?* 

October  5th.  We  had  nice  fresh  herrings, 
for  some day^ past,  in  adiditien  to  bur  other  fare. 
The  price,  to  dayj  as  we  are  told,  is  two  pence 
per  hunted; 

November  5th.  l?bi«  day  supplied  a  su&oieiit 
proof  of  continued  Irish  control  over  our  affairs, 
and  a  disposition  to  harass  ti»  and  oni'  A^i&nds. 
This,  however,  neither  surprised,  nor  hurt  ,us 
$0  muQJhastbe  nnmerited  insult  oiTered  to  our 
worthy  governor  in  the  following  letter,  the 
9rigi&  of  which,  cannot  be  doubtjed, 

WhiUhaU, 


'*  **   rw  Hi^muum,  I 


^  ^  ^ppO0ing  Mrs.  Emmet  to  frarel  \ht  samcf  Hi^lftud  roadii 
ilAt  ws  did«  Her  ymmy  hom  Publia  to  Fort^  George  mvm\A 
h«fo  ba^  dOjl  >CPfU«h  roiksi  by  iLwMion,  wbicl^  was  her 


I 
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^  WhiitMl,  October. ^Ui.-^xn^. 

Sib, 

I  am  directed  by  the  duke  of  Portland  to 
desire  tbat  you  will  acquaint  the  state  prisoners 
under  your  care,  that  it  wilt  be  proper  for  them 
to  inform  their  correspondents  in  Ireland,  that 
alt  letters  addressed  to  them  should  be  s^nt  open, 
under  cover,  to  the  secretary  of  the  civil  depart- 
ment in  Dublin,  who  will  forward  them  to  this 
office,  from  whence  they  will  be  sent  to  you  to 
be  delivered  to  tlie  prisoners.  In  the  mean 
tipie,  and  until  you  receive  such  letters  front 
this  office,  you  lyill  be  pleased  to  transmit  to 
his  grace  such  letters  as,  sluxU  arrive  at  Fort^ 
George,  far  the  said  prisoners^  before  thy  ard 
given  to  them. 

I  have  tl>e  honotr  to  be^, 
sir,  your  most  obedienti 
hunible  servant, 

Endorsed,  duke  of  t^ortland 
regarding  the  state  prisoners* 

letters, 
OctoberSlst— ©9'' 

The  preceding  was  accompanied  with  the 
following  note- 

"  Torl-Gcorge^  Nov.  5M.— 99* 

<<  Lieut.*6overnor  Stuart  \s  somewhat  at  a  loss 
to  account  for  the  cause  of  the  enclosed  ordefj 
as  he  is  positive  no  improper  letters  have  been 
attempted  to  be  sent  to  the  state  prisoners,  sinpe 
in  Iris  custody  s  but,  that  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible* 


siVl^jadEay.arUe.to  th^k  letters^  ttve  lie^t^gover^ 
m>i4iesife$  the  gentlemen  may  immedintefy  write 
to  tbeir  correspandents,  in  the  terms  of  tbe 
^retary  of  state's  orders,  and  their  letters  will 
be  forwarded  ^o  the  ofiice  directly. 

To  the  state  prisoners?* 


»•  • 


"Xhe  preceding  letter  ^ot  only  proves  lyhat^  I 
ltave:alr^y  ^Dtioned  of  still  prevailing  fears 
and  sospicionSj  in- the  .Irish  cabiaet,  respecting 
ijs>  and  »  mean  d^tr ast  ia  governor  Stuart ;  but 
impties^  a  want  of  confidence  between  the  Irish 
and  Jlrttidh  secr^laries,  i  as  pur  letters  must  pas* 
through  the  office^  of  both.  Our  worthy  goverr 
por  6ay&  that  '*  he,  is  somavhat  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  the  cause  qf  the  order  ffc.'*  But,  why  at  a 
loss  ?  Because  the  gMd<  man  was  a  stranger  to 
the  wrctcheft  with  whom  it  origifnated**  Ifad 
lie  known  their  crimes  and  their  cruelties,  ^m 
admitted  by  theinselves^,  he  wocxld  have  been  at 
tio  lo^s  to  account  for  their  fears  anri^heir  pro 
i^autions.    I  say,  *•  admitted  5"  as  their  hills  ^ 

indemnity 

*  Let  it  not  be  siiniiued  that  I  mean  to  reflect  oa  Mr.  J. 
.Kiiig»  or  connect  him»  or  his  grace  of  Portland,  with  the 
wretches  to  whom  I  allude,  on  a  supposition^  that  this  ord«:r  1^9* 
pecting  our  letters*  or  the  proceeding  respecting  Rlra.  Em  met, 
originated  with  either.  Whatever  may  be  my  opinion  uf  iils 
/giace«  as  a  minister,  I  conceive  of  him  as  incapable  of  tlte 
'neaaoesi  or  malignity  from  which  such  orders  roust  have  ori- 
.ginated.  Nay«  I  phy  him  under  the  necessity,  to  which  a  dc* 
grading  ambition  has  reduced  him,  of  bving  pandar  to  :he 
meanness  and  malignny  of  o'hers, 
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indemnif^^  wiiile  Ihey  hsure  the  force  o|  Iswi^  f9 
save  them  fpotn  tbe  axe  i>r  tb^  gallows^  have 
likewise  Che  force  of  self^eaoctioned  proctatha^ 
tioiis  that  ^hey  deserved  the  one^  of  th<^  other^ 
or  both.  But  gwHy  or  not  guilty ^  vrhy  now 
afrgid  or  caiitiau^,  i^  respect  to  os?  Us  !  ! 
twenty  poor  exiles,  five  hundred  miles  distant, 
immttred  iw  a:3tr<yn^  fort;  strrronnded  by  [guftvdsy 
deprived  ^f  freedom  of  «peecV  cvm  «l  ei^r 
meais^  and'  obliged  to  ¥N^  every  line  df  our 
cerrespondenee^  in  Ibe  fy^^simee.  Mid  wHIi  the 
pen  and  inky  of  a- keeper^  This  is  ilie  (Hn^lem  s 
find  ttie  oniy-maxtm,  on  which  it  can  be  soked 
is,  l^t  ^<  guilt  and  fear  are  inseparabie,'^  even 
where  the  shadow  ef  danger  cannot  be -traced.' 


A 


May  mb.  1809.  .FiHm4b#  M^b^'Vnt^  tM* 
li§^9  nothing  of  gr^iit  imj^xU^WfiM^v^fmw^^p 
M  poia^g  fr^m  Ib^  hisb  gov^rmnflpt,.  J^i^ff 
this  iime*  b^v^y^r^  oor  jgg^^  g»vennf>t  ba4  ksw 
gradiiaUy  iMPOo^iingiodMlg^nce^^P^  $^TerW 
restrictjow  were  tMaUy  iviiQov^dy  agd  tb^  others 

greatly 

*'  In  a  preceding^  part  of  this  narratife,  I  bare  used,  perhaps 
unforttnately,  the  i^ords  •*  apcwtate/'  "-fiiction^*'  •'«tfigue/' 
and  *'  eoorniities  f  and  here,  I  have  mentioned  mj  id#a  «f 
"  indemnity  bitis."  Should  my  indiscretkm,  m  respect  to  the 
Ibrmer,  expO!»e  me^  anew,  to  suspicions  of  timing  at  ati  "  exer* 
cise  of  power  beyond  law/'  1  hope  I  shali  be  permitted  4o  fab» 
shelter  under  the  shad()w  of  the  htter.  And,  in  this*  I  iai 
certain  that  all,  uho  know  me,  wiH  admit  that  noHiing ,  tjfeefi 
nectmtif,  could  dri?e  me  thither,  as  my  soal  most  evef  deieil 
the  company;  \Vith  whicii  I  ihoidd^  thert,  be  ofafliged  to  oaieciatt* 
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greatly  relaxed,  on  his  imsoliciisd  represaita-^ 
tions  to  the  cluke  of  Portland.  Not  satisfied 
with  thisy  he  solicited^  and  obtained  for  us, 
additional  privileges  and  comforts^  of  which  the 
following  exhrbits  an  instance* 

^'  fofi'deorge,  May  ifiA.  tMO^ 

''  Lieut-goveraor  Stnart,  havitig  tViiJ&A  to 
the  duke  of  Portland  that  he  did «ot  apprehend 
any  anconveniencie  or  risk  could  arise  froib  the 
^ate  prisoners  having  permission  to  bathe  m 

the  sea,  under  certain  cestrictidqs^  his  grace  has 

•  • .  »j 

thought  proper  to  gradt  that  indulgence.  Such 
gdntlemeo,  there^ore^,  as  wish  to  at  ail  themselves 
of  that  permiiision  will^ive  in  their  names  t^ 
Serjeant  !l^letcher ;  and  they  will  mention  any 
ihree  days  in  the  week,  (which  days  must  con« 
tinue  unchanged)  as  will  best  suit  theipi  as  also 
the  hour  in  the  morning  at  which  they  would 
wish  t»  batb«,  «»tilM^  imist  fill  baihe  al  Ikie  Mbe 
time.  The  lieat.-governor  hopes  fhejr  will 
choose  some  hour  before  nine  o'clock.  Orders 
wiH  tef  ^B  f6  tittf  gtt&fd4  fli<:te«l'airigly'^fhe 
place  tot  bMiti>(ig  w  eft  the  N«ilh  side  ^  OMJ  fhift 

T»  ths  ttdte  ptismOtt, 

•  » 

On  reading  this  note,  equally  marked  with 
humanity  and  politeness,  the  Dublin  prisoners 
fiotrid  not  help  making  sotm^coAipteisond  between 
the$iuthor,  andj  what  they  called^  the '^upstart 

u  peerling, 
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peerlmg, .  hireling  clerkSj  and  petulant  cox-* 
conibs/'  by  whom  they  had  been  instttted,  antf 
otherwise  ill-treated.  One  of  them  put  an  end' 
to  these  comparisons,  by  drily  Remarking  that 
nothing  need  be  skid  on-  th^*  subject,  but  that 
"  tb^  go.vemor*  was  a  gentleman  by  birth, 
edaiqation,  and  habit;/' 


*  May  28th/  Tlie  governor  told  me,  the  other 
claiv,  that  he  wbuld'havetheprivifegeof  bathing 
extended  to  every  day  ejtcept  Sunday  5  and" 
declared  tliat'the  propriety"  of  our  condubt  com- 
manded  his  esteentj  and  deserved  his  patronage. 
Ev6n  now,  our  restraints  ar^  nearly  done  away. 
"WehaVe  liberty  of  alT  each  others  apartments, 
and  may  amuse  otfrse^^es  as  we  please,  within 
the  bounds  prescinbed;  from  eight  In  the  mor- 
ning, till  neai*?y  nine  in  the  evening^. 

Judy  9th:  '  Evening  tttdttlg^tioe  extended  to 
teno'dock.  '    : 

■       .  .    '    ,         V '      '  '  • 

19th.  Thisd^J:  reKeved  us*  from  gre^  anJtiifcy, 
by  brmging  a  vejry  large  packet,  as  all  letters  t^ 
and  from  isrs  had  been  {^topped,  in  the  Irish 
secretary's  office,  for  more  than  ^  fortnighk 
before.    Though  this  new  instance  of  cruelty 

rrritated 

^  He  U  brother  to  the  Ea^l  of  Murray,  with  whose  lamily 
tnJ  connexions^  every  one,  who  has  read,  the  history  of  S«ot^ 
land,  must  be  acquainted.     - 
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.  '  ... 

irritacted  us  very  much,  ojir  irritation  against  the 
Irish  shadow  of  the  heaven-born  minister  was 
aggravated  by  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Emmet  to  her 
husband  informinghim  that,  after  having  renewed 
her  applications  at  the  castle  of  Dublin^  and 
continued  them  m  vain,  for  nine  montlis,  to  be 
permitted  to  visit  him,  without  insulting  reslric- 
tionst  .she  had  a^p^fied  persoaally  te  the  duke  of 
Portland ;  that  he  immediatdy  granted  hegr  per- 
mission  not,  only  to  visit,  but,  with  her  children, 
to  come  and  reside  with,  him ;  and  that  she 
attributed  this  indulgence,  principally,  to  the 
kind  offices  of  governor  Stuart 

What  a  contrast  do  these  things  present ! 
purely,  it  eaunot  hencefo.rth  be  doubted  tj^at  all 
pur  restraints  and  privations  originate  in  Irish 
counciljs ;  and  that  our  indulgences  and  comforts 
are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  will  t>f  the  Irish 
minister  and  his  accomplices. 

August  lOtht  Notwithstanding  the  prevailing 
scaccity,  and  const^uent  high  price,  of  provi- 
sions, our  table  eonti^ues^  not  only  plentiful, 
but  luxurious.  Our  dinners  are  excellent.  We 
have  had  currant  pies,  codled  gooseberries, 
green  peas,  &c.  frequently  of  late;  and,  what 
may  seem  more  remarkable,  apple-pies  of  the 

trmt  of~99. 

y  2  P,ecen;iber 
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December  I9lb.  M  some  of  our  number 
continqe  to  batt^e^  the  governor  hajs  procured 
^n  extension  of  that  privilege  to  every,  day  of 
the  week»  that  they  may  have  it  in  their  power 
to  embrace  every  passible  opportupUy  which 
tbe  reason  ^tiil  a^lniitf 

January  7th.  1801.  A  note  of  this  date^ 
accidentally  confirmed,  by  the  governor's  own 
pen  I  what  Dr.  Roy  formerly  told  me;  viz.  that, 
while  the  Irish  restrictions  continued,  "  he  had 
frequently  deviated  from  his  instrijctions,  at  Ids 
own  peril.'* 

Jane  23d.  All  our  blarikets,  coverlets,  cur- 
tains  &c.  scoured  or  washed;  and  new  sheets 
&c.    ordered  wherever  the  old  were  torn,   or 

tattered. 

t 

N.  B.  We  have  had  cbw  bed-IiBep»  regataflyi 
once  a  fortnight. 

Jane  30th.  I  forgot  to  mmHion  llmt  early 
in  Va»  Snmm^f9  the  gow|pof  procure,  frooa  fthd 
duiie  of  Pgrtlwd,  liberty  for  ua  to  exerctitt  io  oii« 
of  th^  outer  itppendages  .of  the  fo? t,  where  the 
bottlemratP  are  high  enoqgh  for  playing  bafl^ 
or  rackets.  It  bus  e  delightful  sward  and  C0fi* 
tains  some  acres,  so  that  the  young  and  active 
can  indulge  themselves  in  foot-ball,  hurling, 
racing,  leaping,  &c.  £pc.  &c.  for  sb^  or  seven 
hours,  every  tiay. 

July 
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of  late,  very  ftae  c^uUiflowers,  &  j;. 

For  nearly  two  years,  as  must  appear  frvm 
what  I  haye  written,  our  situation  b^s  beea 
becoming,  gradually,  less  comTortles?,  through 
the  persevering  good  offices  of  our  revered 
governor,  and  the  indulgence  of  the  duke  of 
Portland,  since  permitted  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  his  own  mind.  Daring  the  latter  part  of 
that  time,  we  have  enjoyed  every  accommoda- 
tion, and  every  mean  of  health  and  cofpfort, 
which  that  situation  could  ^mit ;  nor  li^ve  we 
labored  under  a  single  restraint  which  safe  cas« 
tody  did  not  require. 

On  looking  over  my  journal,  during  the 
remainder  of  my  stay  at  Fort-George,  I  do  not 
find  any  thing  tl>at  would  not  justify  the  same 
declsu'atiou..  My  transcribing  it  would  east  no 
light  on  tife  subject  of  this  narrative,  whatei^er 
additional  lustre  it  might  3hed  on  lieut.-go- 
yernpr  Stuarts  by  briugiqig  into  view  his  unre- 
mitting ^rvic^is  to  mc\i  as  were  invalids,  and 
His  brother*>like  attentions  to  Mrs.  Emmet  and 
her  chitdren,  while  inmates  of  the  Fort.  Yet, 
though  nothing,  materially  atfecting  our  external 
CQuditipn,  tpok  pirvce,  a  correspoodetice  with 
men,  both  in  and  under  power,  was  insttinted, 
and  carried  on,  in  the  course  of  which,  our 
minds,  accprdipg  to  tlieir  various  temp^r^mepts^ 

were 
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were  elevated,  depressed,  amused^  provoked  of 
terrified.  As  the  commimications,  which  excit- 
ed tjiis  variety  of  feelings  seemingly  opposite 
9tnd  inconsistent^  were  ^t  least  equally  so»  I  shall 
subjoin  the  purport  of  a  few  specimens,  in  tlic 
order  of  their  dates,  that  the  reader  may  be 
enabled  to  form  some  idea  of  them.* 

In 

*  ThoQgli  roy  specii^ens  of  ^jcomtnunicatlom  do  not  conw 
mence  before  September  1801  ;  yet,  our  affairs  were  subject^ 
cf  ministerial  discussion,  at  a  much  earlier  period,  the  progresf 
and  results  of  which  were,  in  general,  made  known  to  some  of 
.vs,  and  gare  rise  to  sensations,  memorials  &c.  &c.  However 
€urious  some  of  these  were,  I  have  passed  them  by,  19 1  conwr 
der  what  follows  as  demonstrative  of  every  thing  worthy  of  thjQ 
r^a4er*s  notice. 

Howefer,  on  toojcing  over  my  Journal,  one  occurrence  pre- 
teuts  itself,  which  I  cannot  refrain  transcribing.  As  some  of 
pur  rooms  smoked,  the  governor  caused  tall  wooden  tubes  to  be 
erected  on  the  tops  of  our  chimnies,  soon  aftef  our  arrival. 
Th<%e  continued  to  be  of  great  service  to  us,  till  the  nighjt 
between  the  15th.  and  Hth.  of  March  1801.  About  midnight, 
we  were  roused  by  an  alarm  of  fire.  A  flame  from  an  adjoining 
funnel,  had  caught  the  tops  of  (he  ttibes  on  our  ehimoies,  and 
sTiread  mpidly  towards  the  great  powder  magaasine,  which  was 
within  fifty  feet  of  us.  The  moment  the  alarm  reached  him« 
he  rushed  to  our  ward,  ran  to  Emmet's  apartments  first  to  remove 
his  apprehensions  fur  himself  and  family,  and  then  to  every  one 
of  us,  assuring  us  that  there  was  no  danger,  as  the  magazine 
was  proof  against  fire  from  without. 

The  Qre  being  extinguished,  ve  retired  to  rest.  Jn|he  momr 
Irtg,  while  at  breakfast  we  were  honoured  with  a  note  which 
conduded  thus;  "  I  shall  however,  order  some  masonry  to  be 

ppt 
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Iq  September. '  'An  application  for  the  re- 
lease olT  Messrs.  Tennent  and  Simms,  by  Mn 
M'Naghteh,  member  of  parliament  for  the* 
county  of' Antrim,  was  rejected.  To  a  mfemo- 
rial;  in  fkvot  of  Cormick,  it  was  bfiiciatty  an- 
swereSi,  "  that  we  are  to  have  no  liberation  here 
during  Hhe' war. 

•  •  «  • 

October  22d.    A   Mr.  Shee  relative  to   sir 
Oeorge  !^hee,    lord  Pelham*s  secretary^   writes 

<■•.••'  >       .    .  i^^ 

pu^  01)  tho  top  of -4hoae  vento«  whicb  spioke  most*  to  lemedy 
as  sir  as  can  be  done^  with  safety,  that  lacoovenience.  But, 
as  the  weather  will  not  now  admit  any  thing  to  be  done  on  the 
chimney-topSf  I^hftve  to  request  that  the  gentlemen  will  be  par- 
ticitlarly  attentive  to  their  fires  at  bed  time;  t^oogh  I  do  lioi 
tiiinkihe'fire  of 'last  night  dhrigfinated  from  any  ^f  the  prison 
ventft    I  hmre.tbe.boBorto  be.  i    i/ 

. ,  Your  obedient  servant, 

•  > .   . .  «^  •      .      .        • 

'    J.  Stuaut,  lie ut. -got. 
To  the  ttate  prisoners. 

The  above  4iras  aceonqiftiued  by  the  following. 

.  Vhi  li6Qt.«-g9renuar'4^omplim«At9to  Mr.  Emmtt.  He  hopes 
Mm.  ^Enunot  atifTc^ed .  no  inconvepieace  ;  from  the  alarm  of 
fire,  wivch  w^^  given  last  night.  As  the  ide^  of  being  locked 
in  muy  occasion  a  disagreeable  sensation  to  a  lady 'a  mind,  in 
case  of  any  'Hidden  occ^arence  (thoagh  the*  tleut.-governor 
flatters  himself  none  will  in  future  arise)  he  will  give  -directions 
that  the  passage  door,  leading  to  Mr.  Emmet's  apaitments, 
shall- not  in  futore  be  locked,  being  cCnvinced,  Mr.  Emmet 
would  make  no  improper  use  oC  all  the  doors  b^^ing  (e,ft  6peDK" 

"ifHOMAs  A.  Emmbt,  Esq. 

Biush!     Blush!     Iri$h    clerks,    sherifsj  judges,    hangmen^ 
blush  f  f  I 
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to  Mf.  Tennent^  *'  that  lord  Pelham  oan  do 
nothing  relative  to  the  prisoners  at  Fort'George 
«^Uiat  their  case  must  come  before  mioisterf***' 
that  be  supposes  their  liberation  wiU  soon  take 
place-^that  the  secretary  desired  hiqi  to  call 
in  a  fortnight  3  at  whioh  time,  he  hoped  to  be. 
able  to  give  him. a  favorable ^answer^  in  respect 
to  Mr.  Tennent  at  least." 

October  26th.  A.  O'Connor  liad  a  letter 
fr^m  his  brother,  informing  him  '^  that  he  had 
been  so  fully  assured  of  his  immediate  liberation, 
that  h^  was  pfepttin^  fbOWS  fCfT  hii  tecepHtbti, 
at  his  house."^ 

November  ^d.  Brought  the  said  Mh  O^Conaor 
Aft  ofikial  answer  to  a  petitioni  merely  far  a 
removal  to  a  London  privda;  ^  lhat>  a» ^oH  ffidr 
any  arrattglSfttieftt  it^aft "Agreed  on,  it  would  be 
made  kho  wh.** 

November  l6.    A  tetter  t0  EcttilMt,  fhdtfidie 
* 

lord  diief  jo^titM  of  SootJasd^  hi»  early  frieK^d 
and  fellow-MmlAit,  Irrfbfttted  trim  thai  «^  all  hkn 
applications  were  ff  Uitles^,  dfid  hi^  eitpeetations 
vain,  notwithstanding  his  warmest  interference 
in  bis  favon 

November  lltb.  Mr.  Tennent  was  infbniietf 
by  hl^  friead,  that  the  fettrit  af  *  Meottd  inter- 
view with  sir  George  Shea  was  a  deekiration, 

"  that 
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^*  that  goyenuneut  had  not  yet  taken  the  case 
of  the  prisoners^  at  Fort-George,  into  consi- 
deration—that he  supposed  they  would  do  so» 
in  a  few  days-— and  that,  as  he  had  reason  to 
think,  no  attentibn  wouid  be  paid  4o  amf  particular 
upplkatioifSt  iw  »n]/ ftceptipns  vfsde. 

November  IMi.  A.  OConnor  was  demi^oft- 
cially  informed,  by  ^is  iHTotiier,  <'  that  aofehing- 
is  expected  to  be  determined,  by  govemmeat^ 
in  respect  to  the  prisoners  here,  iUl  the  definitioe 
treaty  ff  peace  be  signed.*^ 

Novepij>er  9^$d.  M^rs.  Tenoent  ai\d  A. 
O'Connor  bad  letters  frpjfi  their  iqediator^j  in 
Londpiv  sftying  '^  th^t  pqr  v9fTnefUcite  Ulferatim 
is  certain'*  R,  O'Connor  assert^ |>ositiwly,  t|>»t 
'*  Tennent,  Simons,  powdfill>  Ifupter  and  J, 
^'  are  to  be  set  afloat  iinconditioAally/* 

Stfth*  CbatBibeffs  4iad  a  letter,  from  strCpeoiige 
Shae,  ^  saying  ^that  no  atteotion  «ould  be  paid 
to  any  personal  application,  till  some  arrange* 
ments,    now  under  coQsideration^    shouli)  be 

made  out/* 

« 

4ate,  fwfn,bi^  io^rcewpr,  f««wu)g  ihiip,  '*  th«t 
Joed  .P«}l)wi  hll<l  mfiei^  to  t^  Uber^pn  of 
Tament  ftn^Mn" 

49*h.  A  letter  to  Tennent  announces  **  that 
the  English   government  'has  written  to  lord 

X  H(^rdwickc, 
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JSardzokke,  expressing  their  wish  tolibeT^,te  hira 
and  SimmSy  and  that  an  answer  may  be  imme- 
diate; and  that,  if  favorable^  a  messenger.  w>l I 
be  iofiltantly  dispatched  to  escort  them  to  Ireland/' 

December  9th.  During  the  last  ten  days  all 
has  be6n  suspense  and  'agitation.  However, 
frofti  the  positiveness  and  precision  of  the  letter 
received  -by  Simtns^  on  the  28th.  uH.  though 
hardly  reconciliable.with  that  received  by  Ten- 
nent,  three  days  later,  hope  was  sometimes 
inflated,  and  inoiaginatToa  employed  in  her  fa- 
vorite eastlebuildin'g,  till  the  arrival  of  this  day's 
po&t;  tvhen  alt  was  compressed  and  overthrown 
by  letters  from  IXublin,  intimating  <'  that  mea* 
sures  of  severity  were  to  be  continued,  and  tlje 
time  of  our  imprisonment  and  exile  prolonged/^ 
The  information  irt  these  letters,  however,  was 
not  quite  officialy  «s  it  rested  only  on  the  authority 
of  what  are  called,"  cotyldential  people  about  the 
castle'\ 

Be  tbat  as  it  may,  the  eleven  preceding  docu* 
ments,  issued  in  as  many  weeks,  may  be  justly 
considered  as  official ;  and  on  reading  and  com- 
paring ttieni,  surprise  and  curiosity  will  be  jointly 
excited-^surprist !  that  such  an  heterogeneous 
mass  of  inconsistency  and  contradiction  should 
have  been  permitted  to  issue  from  any  ministerial 

•  office  or  any  othef,  except  that  of  a  committee 
of  Irish  lords  or  commoners*- curiosity  to  dis- 

'  cover  how  this  came  to  pass.    A  single  fact  is 

sufficient 
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sufficient  to  remove  the  one  and  satisfy  the  other. 
These  dQcuments  were  frpM  clerks  in  ^  the  office 
of  the  British  minister,  who  seem,  freqaently  to 
have  spoken  or  written,  from  their  own  opinion 
orsurmise,  rather  than  from  his  authority.  And, 
as  these  may  have  varied  with  circumstances^ 
their  language  wojald  hold  out  prospects  equally 
various.      Besides,    their  opinions  and  orders, 
as  appears  from  a  document  respecting  us,  dated 
November  39th.  as  well  as  the  reason  assigned 
for  depriving  us  of  pen,  and  ink.  May  6th.  17999 
and  the  injunction  to  transmit  our  letters  to  the 
office  of  the  Ifish  secretary  C)ptober  3 1st.  ^eejgi 
to  have  been  occasionally  influenced  by  Irish 
clerks,  by  whose  presumption,  prejudices,  an4 
passions,  the  understanding  and  will  of  the  re* 
presentative  of  majesty  in  Ireland,  were  as  com« 
pletely  subjugated,    and  trampled  otif   as  the 
ibrtunes,  liberty,  and  lives  of  the  Irish  people. 
To  such  a  length  was  this  contempt  and  insor 
lence  carried,    that  memorials  to  his  excellenctf 
toerc  withliolden  fivm  his  sight t  and  answers  given 
in  his  name,  without  his  knowledge.    And,  when 
these  answers  were  afterwards  shewn  him,  h^ 
candidly  ownecl "  that  he  could  tfot  alter  them** 

Of  this  fact,  monstrous  as  it  may  appear,  th^ 
following  extract  contains  damning  proof,* 

*  The  original  letter  was  put  Into  my  hands,  by  my  fcd|o«r<p 
priiooer,  Mr.  Tenntnt^  two  or  three  days  after  he  received  it, 
vrith  permission  to  take  a  copy,  which  I  then  did  moat  fl|itl)faliy  ; 
and  I  have  now  made  the  above  exlract  with  equal  fidelity. 

X  2  "MY 
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«  MY  6R.  BfcOTftER, 

•  ♦  •  •  *  After  many  applications  to  Mr. 
Montgomery,  1  found  that  your  memorial  had 
somehow  been  mislaid.  I  immediately  had 
another  drawn  out,  from  a  copy  Mr.  Maxwell 
had  preserved,  and  delivered  it  myself  to  Mrs. 
Staples,*  who  gave  it  to  colonel  Littlehales  tlie 
lord  lieutenant's  secretary,  with  a  recommen- 
dation of  it  to  the  attention  of  his  excellency .^ 
Ifi  a  day  or  two  she  received  the  following. 

DMinCasile,  March  dih.  1801. 
MADAM, 

I  have  received  my  lord  lieutenant's  com* 
mands  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  memorial  for 
Mr,  Tennent's  liberation  has  been  fully  considered 
by  his  excellency.  He  has  no  doubt  that  your 
recommendation  of  it  arises  from  a  full  convic^^ 
l^onthat  h\s  pardon  would  not  be  injurious  to 
the  public  service;  and  he  is  naturally  anxious 
to  mark  his  attention  to  any  j'equest  tl>at  engages 
your  interference.  At  the  same  time,  I  am 
directed  to  acquaint  you  that,  the  circumstances, 
which  have  appeared  to  government,  respectiqg 
Mr.  Tennent's  conduct,  preclude  his  excellency 
from  any  mitigation  of  his  sentence, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  madam  ydur 
most  ob^ient  and  bumUe  servant 

Edward  Cooke. 
Mrs.  Staples. 

*  Lady  of  Johtt  Staples  Esq.  member  of  parliamcnl  for  the 
coantj  of  Antrfm. 

On 
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On  receiving  the  above,  I  waited  on  lorjd 
Corawallis,  and  afVer  a  good  deal  of  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject^  found  thati  in  fact^  he  had 
never  seen  the  memorial^^had  neither  been  consulted 
on  the  contents  of  it^  nor  the  answer  ivhich  had  • 
been  returned  in  his  name:  and  yet,  when  I 
shewed  him  the  answer,  he  candidly  avowed^^ 
that  he  could  not  alter  it ;  and  that  all  he  could 
do,  when  similiar  applications  were  made  him, 
was  to  rrfer  tliem  to  people,  who,  bevig  longer  in 
the  country  than  himself,  knew  tlte  peculiar  cir^ 
cumstances  <(f  it  better,  and  whether  these  circum* 
stances  admitted  qf  the  case  being  differently  treats 
edp  SCc.  SCc. 

From  this  extract,  the  fact,   which  I  have 

alleged  can  never  be  doubted,  unless  the  ori* 

gina),  from  which  it  is  drawn,    including,  aa 

it  does,  Mr.  Edward  Cooke's  nonsensical^  letter, 

be  deemed  an  entire  forgery.     However,  the 

very  suppositicm  of  this  implies  such  an  ^ceo.^ 

of  folly,  impudencQ^  ^nd  viUiiiny,  w  can  never: 

be 

• 

*  tbare  applied  llie  epithet  ^  nonsensicar'  to  Mr.  secretary 
GDeke't  Mter.  Wbal  aofttr  epMiei  eaald  1  apply  (0  a  letter, 
wWcb  (nUn  •r  "  pardm"  and  <'  mitigatm  qf  ara/oice."  in 
r^ppact  to  a  man*  who  was-oever  condemned^  sentenced,  or  area 

« 

tried,  for  the  supposed  crimes,  do  the  imputation  of  which  he 
was  suffering  ?  As  attributing  such  nonsense  to  his  exceHency, 
I  might  have  called  "  it  superlatirely  impudent''  And,  if 
his  lordship  spoke  truth  to  Dr.  Tennent,  of  which  I  cannot 
doubt,  I  might  have  pronounced  it  ''  a  false  and  acandaloui 
libel*'  on  the  representative  of  majesty. 
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be  reconciled  with  the  idea  of  common  sense; 
and  much  less^  if  possible,  with  the  well-knowa 
character  of  Pr.  Teni^ent,  tlie  writer.  A  man 
of  understanding,  prudepce,  truth  and  honor. 
I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  to  tal^e  notice  of 
another  fact,  which  the  same  extract  fufly  es- 
tablishes :  vi;5.  That,  in  respect  toMr.  Tennent's 
nijemorial^  "  lord  Coi'nwallis  either  ^poke^  pr 
Mr.  Edward  Cooke  wrote,  a  vile  and  abominable 
falsehood  3  or  rather,  a  series  of  vile  and  abo* 
mioablc  falsehoods/^ 

Taking  Tir.  Tennent^s  letter,  not  only  as 
genuine,  bnt  as  worthy  of  nnqualified  credit, 
I  shall  now  subjoin  a  farther  extract,  as  it 
gives  olBcial  certainty  tq  some  things,  which  I 
liave  formerly  stated^  only  as  highly  probable, 
anJ,  which  from  their  nature,  might  have  been 
doubted 

One  of  these  is  ^*  the  acknowledged  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  evidence,  against  us  j*'  or  rather 
the  total  want,  of  erery  thing  which  could  be 
called  evidence,  or  be  received  as  such,  by  any 
court  of  aiuf  description.  Another  is,  that 
while  our  privations  and  restraints  originated 
invariably  from  the  Irish  cabinet  of  clerks, 
•neither  liberation,  indulgence,  nor  any  othef 
comfort,  c^n  be  traced  to  the  sataie  source 


He 


\ 
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He  (Cooke)  said  ^'  that  he  knew  your  cha- 
racter well^  and  had  such  testimoniesr  of  its 
dangerous  nature  as  fully  justified  governiaent 
in  all  they  had  done.''  This  was  coming  to  the 
point  I  wanted.  ''  If  you  have  such  clear  evi- 
dence^  sir«  against  my  brother,  why  refuse  his 
urgent  anid  repeated  applications  to  be  allowed 
a  trial  in  the  courts  established  in  this  country, 
for  similar  offences?  Or^  on  my  application, 
will  this  opportunity  be  now  granted  him?" 
**  O  no .:  the  nature  of  the  information  against 
him  will  not  admit  qf  its  be^ing  brought  forward  in 
a  court  qf  Justice^  It  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  UjS^ 
but  not  to  convict  HIM."  "  Surely,  Mr.  Cooke, 
courts-martial,  to  which  we  are  now  so.y2?f- 
tunatefy  amenable,  are  not  sq  extremely  nice  ia 
.admitting  evidence,  but  that  it  is  extremely 
probable,  what  is  capable  of  weighing  with 
government  will  be  enough  to  convince  them 
how  eligible  it  is  to  punish  an  individual  for  the 
ctggregate  of  a  detailed  criminality,  although 
the  deitached  parts  should  neither  be  very  speoi- 
fic,  nor  v,ery  heinous,  by  themselves.'*  "  Well ! 
but  we  cannot  make  our  information  public,  for 
it  may  be  from  people  who  do  not  wish  to  be 
known  ;*  and  if  we  should  attempt  to  discover 

theni, 

*  There  is  louietliing  vciy  remarLibU  ip  thli  declaration  of 
Mr.  Edward  Cooke,  especially  from  the  time,  at  which  It  was 
made*  At  an  earlier  period,  it  might  have  been  suspected  of 
truth.  But,  long  before  1801,  their  principal  ioforniers  had 
all  been  publickiy  oiade  known,  dot  only  in  the  trials  on  which 


1 60  REV.DIU  DICKSON'S* 

them*  it  would  effectually  predudeiourieceiving 
any  more  from  those  hidden  sources/' 

These  words  fully  j^rove,  not  only  the  truth 
the  fact,  **  that  thfere  was  nothing  that  could 
l)e  wire-drawn  or  twisted  into  evidence,  in  the 
informations  against  us ;''  'but,  in  connexion 
with  what  preceded,  that  our  liberty  and  lives 
'  were  not  in  the  "hands  of  iatc,  justice^  the  lord 
lieiitenaftt,  t>r  government;  but  in  those  of 
hireling  understrappers,  who/ in  contempt  of 
the  whole,  and  by  the  surreptitious  Use  of  his 
exc6lleney*s  name,  weife  sporting  with  both, 
Dii  the  pretended  credit  of  any  miscreants  w^cfm 
insilice  may  have  prompted,  influence  overawed, 
or'ahribe  seduced,  under  the  secretarial  assur^ 
urux  t(f  secrecj!  and  prolectian,  to  swear  them 
4iway.  'Nay,  they  prove  still  more.  They 
'prove  that,  though  the  same  underltngs,^  from 
excess rf  delicacy ^  refused  us  trial,  on  the  infor^ 
mation  they  boasted,  because  the  modest  people, 
'^om  Whom  they  had  it,  "  did  not  wv^  to  'he 
known,'*  y€i  the  same  deUcacy  drd  not  prevent 

them 

;3tfiq^htd  teen  ifvodiicad,  ihot  Xff  ihe  nporte  -^  secfist  ctm^ 
,millM9,  aiMl'frfoi  »naiiy  othAr  4C^ntM,  which  rhad  l^a  <«!ac-» 
cenivply  opened  during  the  preceding  three  years.  Besides 
'  all  banting  after  information,  ivith  a  fiew  to  prosecutions,  had 
been  previonsly  disclaimed  by  goTernment,  With  what. pre- 
tensioos  to  credibility,  ,then,  .could  Mr.  E.  C  wga  as  a  reason 
fcr  refusing  trial  to  Mr.  Tenqen^  in  iSOl,  that  <«jan  a^empt 
to  discover  their  informers,  would ,  preclude  their  receiving  any 
infonnjBitipn  from  those  hidden  sources  V* 
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them  from  condemuMig  u^^   vithout  irhh  to 

lailgi|^hforTJSRE;£VEiR$,  9EVEK  MONTHS,  ANp 

S£V£KDAY9,  in  confinMieat  and  exUe>  though 
they  very  well  knew  that  there  was  not  a  man 
amoogius,  who  had  ever  expressed,  .or  «ven 
coterUioed,  a  wish  for  either:  and/ai  tile  tame 
time^  that  odr  caofimnnent  and  ^exila  had 
already  involved  smuo  of  onr  {amiliea  in  dec^ 
dtslnesB. 

The  Qtk»t  &ct,  vx^.  <<  that  every  restrain]: 
imposed,  but  nana  of  the  iodalgejic^^  grwted^ 
at  FortrGeorgaa  originated  in  Ireland,''  re$t^ 
likewise  on  stronger  evidence  than  any  .ye); 
ail^^d  agmnft  ys  It  derives  at  least  a  xe$r 
puctabli^  prohaUliCy  from  the  rea$Qn  a3sigQe)| 
£fK  depriviog  is^i  of  pea  md  inK  May  Qth.  1769> 
the  order  for  traosmiUiing  our  letters  tp  thft 
office  of  the  Irish  seGretary,  Qctobt^  3|st.<-r 
and  the  document  of  tbe  39th.  of  Nov  160U 
in  connexiou  with  the  first  instructiooci  seat  to 
Fort^-Geoi^ei  and  the  jconsequeut  strictae$$i  of 
oar  coafinemeat . .  And  tliis  proh^ility  is  rai^ecl 
almost  to  certainty,  by  Mr..  Edward^  Cooke's 
Wbrdi  to  Dr.  Teanent  ^  He  said,  that  the 
Iri^h  government  bad  nothing  to  do  in  Roger 
O'Connor's  liberation ;  and  ihi^  it  had  not,  m 
-th^  slighhsl  degr^Cj  interfered .  ia  iW  either  by 
rMoniniendation,  or  otherwise.''  M  He  sakl 
"Ols^^  that  the  axpiration  <tf  the  mspeniioii  bill 
ipfas  the  m4^  jpeaaon  for  liberating  loed  GloMurry 

X  and 
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'^and  the  other  state  prisoners  tn  Engfiand ;  amF 
that  his  majesty's  illness  had  oceasioned  that 
unexpected  predicament." 

Now,  surely,  if  M?.  Cocke  exculpates^,  the 
Irish  goverument,  i.  e.  the  Irisb  clerks^  from 
all  concern  in  the  liberation  of  R.  O'Connor, 
though  his  life  seemed  ta  depend  dn  it,  no  caoh 
did  mind  will  accuse  them,  either  of  extending 
or  i;»tending,  indulgence  to  us,  who,  thank 
god;  were  generally  in  pretty  good  health. 
*  'And;  should  any  uncandid  mind  suspect  them 
of  any  such  indention,  its  suspicion  must  bf 
dissipated  by  the  following  sentence.  '^  He  said 
that,  if  the  English  government  were  doubtful 
whether  or  no  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  extendted 
to  ScotTand,  they  (the  Irish  goremmentj  would 
ordier  you  to  Ireland,  on  the  expiration  of  the 
Ml  for  suspending  that  act,  until  it  could  fofe 
again  renewed,  when  you  would  be  tak^n  biicit 
'to  JFort-George;  but,,  if  they  were  sure  that 
you  could  mDt  take  the  benefit  of  the  Habej»> 

Corpus^  you  «.euld  remain  where  ycu  are.** 

...  1 

•However  little  credit,  may  seeni  due  to  the 
vm^ipperied  '^  sayings  of  Mr.  Ednard  Cooke,, 
lafter  the  palpable  falsehoods  in  \m  leiter  to 
Mrs,  Staples,  (and  of  which  Jbf  must  stand  coni* 
victedf  it'  his  .^xcoUeocy  spgke  trulh^  to  Dn* 
Tennent,  I  am  inclmcd  to  think  that  be  may 
be  beiieved   here.     -The  i^rmer  p9J:t  of   ivia 

1  informatloa 


informatjon  derives  support  from  (ha  ^^Pl^ration 
of  the  very  respectable  Nichplas  Magin,  before  • 
mentioned;  and  the  latter,  confirmation  from 
the  fact  that,  during  the  prevailing  anxiety  for 
our  sqfetjfy  preparations  were  actually  made,  > 
in  Carrickfergus,  for  our  accommadation^  should 
im  return ;  and  soldterfi,  with  a  cenMential 
officer^  ordered  thither,  from  BaUydnena^  for 

our  protettwn. 

.There  is  something  more  in  the  laoguage  of. 
these  dochments,  which  I  cannot  pass  unnoticed*   ^' 
They  dedare  '^  that  no  particular  applications  , 
would  be  attended  to,  nor  any  exceptions  nmde^**  \ 
and  speak  of  ^11  the  *'  deliberatioD8»  determina«  - 
tions,  and  arrangements,*'  to  be  holdea  or  made^ 
as  comprehending  all  the  prisoners  at  Fort*    ^ 
George.    The  use  of  the  phrase  ^^  particular  *. 
applications''  is  strictly  proper,   as  no  general, 
memorial  or  petition  was  ever  sent  to  govern- 
ment, by  the  priaoaers  at  Fort- George ;   and, . 
that  those,  sent  by  individoals,  were  not  at* 
tended  to,  so  as  to  procure  iiny  peculiar  favor 
to  their  authors,    is  evident  from  my  being, 
comprehended  iQ  |be  *'  4Ct  of  grqce'^  which 
set  them  ffiee,   though  I  had  pever  made  aa 
application  of  any  kind ;  unless  my  challenging 
and  pravoking  trial,  before -my  temoval  frota 
Ireland,  shall  be  deemed  stich* 

♦ 

Y  3  Though 


\ 
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■Thooffb  the  Word  *•  exceprticwis**"  be  equaTIy 
pftypef,  yet,  the  resteon  of  that  propriety  may  ' 
n^  be  gfenerally  known.    The  prisoners  from 
Dikfcliti/  one  eitcepted,    had  signed  the  fatal 
compact  ti  1798. 

iFcortfiMtely^  ike  signvtureti  of  the  pfiBOfiefn 
in  BetUast  were  destroy ed»   i^  fJfi  r^ge  of  Mt. 
PoUock^  as  I  have  related.     Conseqaevvdy,  they 
vere  unentangled  in  the  acknowledgnaent  of 
crhne,    implit^  to  the  former.      Hence,    the 
noiM^iAsoribers  m  Fort-Oeorge  sent  a  tnemorial 
til  government,  in  tvkich  I  refused  to  join^  as  1 
had  f^ftmerUf  4Jone  in  respect  to  the  c&mpacty  stat  i  n  g 
thtfl  they  were  tiot  coriipr^hended  in  that  com- 
pact, and  praying  liberatton>  on  that  account. 
.  Td  this  Memorial,  the  phrase  •*  no  exceptions'* 
5A«tiis  evidently  to  t^fer ;  and  if  so,  the  intention 
of  government,  or  the  c)erks,  who  usurped  the 
powers  of  government,  must  then  have  been  to 
consign  all  the  prisoners  to  the  same  fate;  and 
the  end  of  their  deliberatiorns,  to  detertnine  how 
tkat  intention  might  be  accomplished;  though, 
as  win  sooY)  appear,  they  afterwards  relinquished 
thia  design,  and  made  an  exception,   on  the 
very  groimd  of  signatufe,  and  no  signature.  ^ 

m 
m 

if  tl^s  be  admitted,  aMi  admitfed  it  mudt  be, 

if  the  words  of  ministerial  clerka  be  supposed 

to  convey  the  same  meaning,  as  when  used  by 

Qfiber  mien,  liberation  could  not  have  been  our 

\  intended 


.♦ 


itttendftfi  fate  at  th^t  time.  Had  it  been  so, 
there  could  have  been  no  oc6aftion  /or  tktdy, 
deliberatum,  ^or  arrungcnunt.  Hence;  as  ouf 
Irves  were  now  ont  of  the  question,  a  presump- 
tion arises,  that  these  deliberations  were  for  the 
pnrpose  of  disccnxring^  or  deoising,  some  pretestt 
for  transporting  ns  with  the  Dnblhi  prisoners, 
who  had  nngnardedty  signed  thdr  own  banish- 
ment jvT  iifkm 

.  It  will  here  be  recollected  that  when  Mr. 
PolIock*s  paper  was  presented  to  me  in  fielfest, 
I  refnaed  to  srgn  it  on  the  suspicion  that  my  to 
doing  might  be  construed  mto  an  acktiowiedg  • 
ment  of  crime  -,  and  that  when  trty  signature  was 
afterwards  eageriy  sought  for,  in  order  to  procure 
tfee  extension  of  mercy  to  others,  I  persevered  in 
my  refusal,  from  an  apprehensitm  that  tftieky 
not  kindness,  was  intended ;  as,  if  the  fatter  had 
been  the  case,  it  would  not  have  been  denied  to 
fiiose  who  signed,  merely  because  I  withheld  my 
nattie.f  These  suspicions  were  consolidated 
into  certainty^  a  few  da3rs  afterwards,  by  apm- 
cfamation  hearing  date,  ^^  August  23d.  1798/* 
and  tobscribed,  ^  G.  Nogent,  major-general, 
commanding  Northern  diirtrict." 

fa 

*  Thif  premmption  aeema  td  receive  a  atrotg  cQnfirmatloo 
ftom  Mr.  Cleland's  exertions  to  have  me  driven  out  of  Ireland, 
after  my  retora  from  Fort-George,  ai  will  oppear  afterwards. 

S^%  appendix  No.  4« 
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la  this  prodamation  baoishraent  *  for  life  is.; 

deooipinated  *^  bis  majesty s pardons''  and  s^oiDg^ 

the  compact,  '^  a  title  to  an  equal  d^trHmtion  of 

tlie  king's  Tuerciful  and  gracious  intentions^  and 

tlie  like  measure  of  his  majesties  mercy. ^^    Surely; 

the  guilt  must  have    been    heinous,     and  its, 

acknowledgment   considered    as    explicit    and 

unequivocal,    especially    as  no    evideqce  was 

addoced  to  prove  it,  else  such  baniehment  could 

not  be  called  a  '*  measure  of  mercy. 

•  « 

It  is  true  tliere  are  crimes,  .under  the  convic^ 

tion  of  which,  it  might  be  called  a  ^*  mitigation 

of  pumishmenty"  and  consequently,  a  measure  of 

mercy/'      But  I  conceive  that  no.  crime  yet  has 

been,  or  ever  can  be,  committed,  or  even  medi- . 

iated,  "by  man  or  devils  of  which  it  can  be  called 

'^  a  pardon*''    If  it  can,  the  language  of  a  book, 

vhicli  we  consider,  not  only  as  correct,   but 

sacred,  must  be  both  nonsensical  and  deceptive. 

The  banishment  of  the ''  old  serpent,  who  is  the 

devil  and  satan^'  from  the  realms  6i  glory  to  a 

dreary  region,  there  to  be  locked  up  in  a  gloomy. 

eell,  loaded  with  chains,   and  '*  tormented  for. 

ever  and  ever,*'    was  not  the  infliction  of  a 

punishment,  but  the  concession  of  a  '' jOarcEoi},^ 

which  he  liad  obtained:''    and  permitting    the' 

*'  angels,  which  kept  not  their  first  estate,"  to 

emigrate  to  beU,  *'  there  to  hq  reserved  in  chains 

of  darkness,  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,'* 

was  allowing  them  *'  a  like  distribution  of  graci^ 

vus  intentions,  and  an  egual  measure  of  mercyj- 

I  have. 
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^  I  have  all  along,  called  the  paper,  of  which 
I  am  now  writing,  ^*  a  compact/'  though  tbe 
word  is  not  nsed  m  the  generaFs  proclamatioD«r 
Howeveir,  as  he  states  that  his  excellency  ha» 
been  graciously  pleased  to  accept  <^  the  said 
proposal ;"  viz  of  the  Dublin  prisoners ;  and 
**  has  agreed  to  the  terms  thereby/  offered  &c/^ 
I  hope  this  proclaimed  acceptance  and  argument 
fuHy  justify,  the  use  of  it ;  particularly,  ts  Jie 
adds  that  said  prisoners  *'  had  fulfilled  the  terms 
to  be  by  them  performed,  and  thereby  obtained 
his  majesty's  pardon." 

Now,  if  this  same  paper  be  admitted  as  a 
compact—if  the  ^^  pardon,^*  and  the  '*  measure  t/f 
mercji'*  which  it  implies^  were  withholden,  for 
more  than  three  years  and  an  half,  from  those 
who,  as  general  Nugent  proclaims,  kad  actually 
^  obtained  i/"— if  those,  who  "  entitled  them* 
selves  to  an  equal  distribution,  of  the  king's  most 
merciful  and  gracious  intentions,**  by  signing  it 
ill  Belfast;   and  whose  signatures  Mr.  Pollock 
had  outrageously  xtestroyed,  were  precluded  trie. 
Henejitsoi  said  distribution,  for  a  liketime— 'ancT, 
if  they,  in  violation  of  this  compact;  and  I  idio 
had  never  signed  it,   against    whom   a  formal 
charge  had  never  been  prefered,   or,   afo.far  as 
I  ever  knew  or  heard,   an  official  warrant  issued^ 
were  not  only  condemned  to  languish  in  confine- 
ment durifng  that  period,    bal  dragged  from 
pmon  to  prison,  from  tand  to  sea  and  sea  to  land, 
and   latterly    from    one    country    to  another, 

withont 


; 
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wkbout  any  plapnble  (nretext  assigtie<]^  lutrfe:  I 
Dot  reason  to  snspeoty  nay,  to  believe  and  aeeerti 
that  the-  cUi}ajf  9  meoticroeii  were  to  pracurw^  and 
tl>e  delil^raitioiis  4x»  devise,  itisaMew  of  excuse  for 
protraottng,  or  ext€n4u)g,  the  *^  rmasmr ef  wstc^ 
which  we  ha4  bVtberto  experienced?  Ae  to 
myaeU^  I  presume  the  £dtlowUig  facta  will  supply^ 
not  00  ty  probable  QvUtenee^  but  direct  prody. 
that  thia  wm  the  true  staae  eA  th^  caw. 

I>unpg  th^ae  deiiberatioDs  Mrs.  DiiQksoti^.  aod  * 
our  two  daughters  resided  io  Newtowi^Ards^ 
the  birtb'-place  of  lord  viscount  Castlereagb,  and 
residence  el  the  rev.  Jolm  Cieiand,  formerly  pri« 
vede  tutor,  or  rathar/ao/euiiv  to  hie  lordship,  aad 
then  «a  denommated  by  fab  late  friends  Merry 
afid  Newel,  master  of  Ilia  crappy-hoiinis^  paui« 
ters,  and  terriers.*  With  this  office  he  hdd  the 
agency  of  the  eavl  of  Londonderry,  and  ^  fliat 
of  Nkhotae  Frice  Escj.  bfotbesi-ia^law  to  hdy 

\     '  J^ttdonderry, 

« 

*  I  fr(wl<l  not  bsfe  it  8q)po5ed,  for  a  momem,  that  th» 
designation  of  office  originated  with  me.  It  was  comtnonly 
twed,  in  1797,  by  Mr.  Thtomas  Merry,  surveyor  of  exciw,  who 
boastetf  of  being  ««e  of  fcfe  ti>1li(ipew  iii*  Mr.  Ktitel,  unoticr 
of  Mr.  Clel«nd*s  coa>/tfnlMi  fricft<)3»  f arte*  the  phftee^  in  hi$ 
C0i^esuoj»s,  and  apeaks  of  bim,  only  as  a  d-— ^d  jood  4ieiU<T, 
or  Aii«//rman ;  I  forget  which.  The  appeUalion  was  so  back^ 
ncj^ed,  and  in  such  a  variety  of  terms  that  it  somelww  or  other 
caught  the  eiir  of  Mr.  Cnrrart,  and  at  the  Spfiftg^»i2ei  m  I>)wn, 
led  h'm  ?Wto  weK  coAfiirfon  4f  idrat,  tbn,  froia  Urn  lengu^gn* 
it  fe  ¥ery  uacerlam  whether  he  ^onstdefiBd  Mf«  ^^tooi,  as  a 
huntiOMn,  or  a  bhodh»und^QT  boik^ 

See. appendix  No.  5«. 


s. 
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f  jonclofiderrj,  the  cure  of  souls**  in  the  vicanage 
of  Nevirtown-Ards  andi  as  maojr  alleged^  by 
Tirtue  of  this^fflcei  the  keeping  of  Bomk  consci-^ 
enoes.  Thus  robed  in  office,  and  rested  With 
authority^  sacred  and  prophane^  his  inflnaice 
otrned  no  control ;  acid  aocess  to  the  secrets,  and 
secret  placefT^  of  the  town,  was  said  to  hav^  been 
open  to  hlm.^  Of  these  places,  the  post-office 
i^as  not  the  least  Kkely  to  supply  entertainment^ 
or'  even  the '  information  yet  hunted  after  at 
Newtown- Ards.  The  postmaster  had  long  been 
a  servant  in  the  Stewiirt  family— even  for  yeat« 
before  it  had  a  peer  to  boast  of;  and,  from  the 
known  force  of.  habit,  may  be  supposed  to  feel 
and  act  as  a  servant  still,  not  only  to  them,  but 
to  their  accredited  agent,  political  organ^  and 
spiritual  guide.  Be  this  as  it  may,  letters  to  my 
family  were  generally  opened  before  delivery^ 
except  such  as  were  franked  by  a  Mr.  Taylor* 
of  the  secretary's  office,  Dublin*  That  this  was 
done  in  Newtown- Ards^  was  taken  for  granted ; 
Jind  very  plain  hints  were  given  Mrs.  Dicksoa 
tUat  Mr.  Cleland  was  suspected  to  be  the  doer, 
as  he  was  the  only  person,  not  under  oath  of 
office,  who  was  indulged  in  the  frequency  and 
length  of  his  visits  there,  as  to  have  opportunities 
pf  opening  and  perusing  letters. 

Z  However 

^  To  this  gentlemaD^  the  pruouers  and  their  friends  must  ever 
fefLparticulir4>bUg«iions)  as  he  not  only  endossd*  but  franked^ 
all  the  letters  from  Fort-George,  which  caiae,  to  his  o0ic^ 
BPd  forwarded  them  immediately. 
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Hoivi6ver  the^e  i»j$ifiiiaiip9fl  m^jr  have  beeff 
fbonded,  or  wfaoei^r  i^ay  bftte  bken  the  ag(n$ 
in  this  viletNisiMW^  iu  being  deneia  Nefwtown- 
Arda  turned  cut  to  be  «Mt(er  0/  certnintgr.  Mn9^ 
BidbK)n»  wrote  to  k>rd  GeiMprmgk  oft  fti)i9 
siiii^pt^  after  wkich  tlMsxtffmce  ifrnmi^t  rt^ml* 
edL  Now,  as  tUs  vile  biiaine$f  wa^  ^arriedt  op^^ 
ftt  the  very  time  of  tbe  IwffvieifUiioMd  di^Vberi^ 
tionsaoddelayfi,  bUaot  iHgbJy  |W>bi^ .  tfaot. 
it$  ob^eet  must  have  be€»  whftt  I  bitv#  inUvgaii* 

^^.  <'€^niciM^  ^hat  y<Mir  towUbijp^  «*nii4fi&  mft  ^i^  9>f 
cfi^Tp»  foully  bepea4;i:yQur  n^cieet  ][  sbo^l^.  not  ly^vt  dare^^  to 
obtrude^  either  myself  or  them,  on  yoQ|r  'jcrdkhip'^^  atteptibh, 
did  I  not  suppoM  that  your  iMimaDky  mttat  iilttad]  yod  to  the 
interest^  an  M,  perhaps  Mthfiili  doovestk:  o£  yaur  ftahft'* 
hbaae  .one.  wkoDi  I  do  not  wi^  no  kotu  lok^iAmli  h^r^  lakm 
a  Ifar^  certain  ipleihod  ^  iifb^qi^  r^dfeas. 

Si^icc  »y  cooping  ^  ^lis  plac^^  iny  letters  ha^e  been  Qipene^ 
••^botji  thi^ie  which  I  hs^v^  written/ and'these  I  have  received— 
and  I  am  certain  that  son^e,  which  were  not  opened,  hatiebeerv 
detained,  perhaps  for  Itie  inspection  whieh  waa  not  dared  Sd  W 
giteBtfcen%. 

As  I  baye  bel(jre  s^iid.  I  do  not  vish  to  |^^  Tf:eT<^^  for  tbpa 
iinproperly  gratifying  the  meanness  and  impertinent  cvrjosity  of 
a  /ow-m<ii(/e(/  individual.  1  wish  your  lordship  woold  take'the 
trouble  of  signifying  to  Mm  the  impropriety  and  danger  cf  per* 
leering  in  this  practice;  athovvise  I  shall  bt  onider  Ae  ik*' 
^gvf  ^blen^oessil^^  of  ^j^biVi^'wg  ?  formal  <on^int  against  hjjiv 
which,  I  have  good  reason  to  say ,  will  b^  strgn^thened  by  others. 
If  through  yoar  lordship's  goodness, '  I  shall  be  the  means  oF 
saving  the  poor  old  man  ^m  injury,  it  will  give  me  real 
sure.  I  shall  now  no  farther  trouble  your  lordship  than  by 
subscribing  myself.  *    ' 

Your  Tordthip*^  most  ob^ieni  humble  senraill> 
*Kewtown-Ards,  Is.  dicksoh.** 

December  nth.  UOI,        f)(ib) in^Casile. 

Right  hon,  lord  yiscount  Castlereagh, 


I 
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such  as  lUtapiqg.at  wi^a<|oyi^8,mBp^ni)g  wii^t^ 
dependeots,  &a  &c.  I  shall  subjoin  only  one 
ti'aiifiaelii^i^^  whiolif  cti^imin  ii^6  fu1i#i^pr6of 
of  fibttt  grMut«dili$  tfi^ice,  Whict^  ffdftlltllf^lo^ 
si»0kU<e^6»i3^i<Ai  of  tiit^tiiA^AmlAy,  i^eA 

mA  bappy  i^iom,  'ws  I  Vatury  thbughtr/  to  fte 
btfMiiibf  ttijT  frlendib  aid  my  oodoiiy^A  relc^i^ 
attd  oonvoy,  ^irMch  cwri^d,  in  thdir  ^wy  fac^ 
the  liilleM  And  fairell  ^oijtfiMa^,  iii)i  6'n1y  from 

«veryiMxiirjg^5  but  (ev0)i  fi^wpk^^  of  cii»frfi>al(iy. 

• 

My  i^artatioD^  as  i  hav^  dtr^ftdjr  menckimd, 
win  in  January,  }ie!9.     In  tfee  Spritrg  ^  that 
year>   a  Oaiud  Thomson,  wh6  ^ad  heett  pro<"' 
acribeii  bf  pnoolamatioii,  and  dbligfed  to  riiake 
his^oap^  iof  1799^  afMr  y6ii#s  of  di»tres0  dti  the 
cdrittnenv;  had  retarded  ^oi^etly  to  Irdtetid.  A^ 
he  oeuld'  not  a|ipear  irrith  ^Mj,  nvtich  k99 
follow  iaiiy  business,  lit  afph^  to  Mr.  Cleland^ 
tbrougfb  a  Mr.  Sofsku  CogheYHn,  for  his  interest 
withi  l^M  Ceisttereagh  Mnd  Mr.  Prfc^^  to  pro* 
eare  Ihk  s4feiy  aad  iDdw%6tic<».    Mr.  Cleland 
received  the  application  wjth  great  good-nature ; 
expressed  sorrow  for  Thomson's  sufferings^  on 
accotri^t  of  his  yoiith  aijd  inexperience.      He 
added;  that  he  wished  him  well,  would  be  glad 
to  see  him,,  and  wouTd  candidly  give  him  his 
advice.    He  took  care,  however,  to  hint  that 

2  2  there 
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there  were  men  farther  advanced  in  life,  and  of 
more  experience,  who  had  been  active  inleading 
young  nien,  such  as  Thomson,  to  their  riiin. 

To  these  wishes,  professions,  and  hints^  Mr.: 
Cogber^n  repHed  ^  that,  as  the  proclamation  was 
stULin,forqe»  Thomson  might ;.l>e  afraid  to  ciall 
onhicPj  and,  if  any  information  respiting  jOiheP: 
people  was  expected,  he  wa$  cetUin  that  iba. 
would  neither  see  him,  nor.purchise.jbis  Ivb^ty 
l)y  giving  such  informaUan,.;  Mr^  plelmd  de- 
clared, upon  his  honor ^  that^he. would  il^Hbep 
detain  him,  por  require  any  such  iqforoiation.'  , 

This  being  reported  to  Thomson,  he^  after 
consulting  with  some  friends,  waited  on  Mr« 
Cie]an.d,  in  NewtowurArds,  in  the  Summer  of 
1802.  On  hishame  being  announced,  he  was 
immediately  admitted,  and-,  door  and  windows 
being  careAilly  shut^  a  conversation  was.intro^ 
duced  by  the  expression  of  regret  far  his  suffer-r 
ings,  the  b^dv  counsel  which  had  led  him  to 

■ 

incur  them,  and  particularly  that' of  his  own 
clergyman  Thomi^s  L.  Birch,  and  Dr.  Dick30n 
who  had  long  preached  pojitiqsi  Instead  of  tb^ 
gospel. 

To  this  Tl^omson  replied  *'  that  he  had  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  to  hiame-rthat  all  hi^ 
actioDs  were  vol untary-?*-and  that  he  was  initi- 
ated in  the  united  system,  fqr  j^ears  before  hp 
hacj  theslightdst  acqnainfai^ce  with  Dr.  Dickson.' 
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On  this  Kf  r.  Cleland  a&ked  him :  ^  vere  yan  not 
one  of  a  deputation^  from  the  county  of  Dowtl 
committee  who  gave'  the  doctor  a  high  ^point-^ 
tnenl,  at  Killinchy  fair  ?"  On  thisThoiMon  got 
up,  said 'the  conditions  settled  with  his  fnevfA 
Coghei^an  were  yio]ated>  and '  begged  leave' tol 
withdraw. 

Mr.   Cleland  apologised,    assured    him   the 

question  arose  merely  from  curiosity^  and  s<y  ew- 

Destly  entreated  Thomson  to  sit  down,  th^t  hts 

complied.  A  long  conversation  ensued,  in  which 

Mr.  Cldaitd  compliniented  the  abilities,  inform 

mation,  and  spirit,  ^^of  Thomson  y  and  declar^l 

that  he  would  rather  have  twenty  such  men^ 

as  his  £o(f^^2/ar^,  than  a  thousand  ruffians,  v. 

«.   .      •  ... 

.  Again,    however,  Dr.  pickson's  name  was 

■ 

introduced,  and  followed  by  inore  questions, 
Thomson  assured  Mr*  Cleland,  th^t  lie  would 
answer  no  questions,  except  what  respected 
himself;  reminded  him  that  his  object  was  to 
obtain  his  interest  in  propnring  permission  to 
reside  safely  in  the  country;  and  that,  as  alt 
informations  and  ei^aminations  were  in  the  hands 
or  Mr.  Price  and  him,  requested  his  interference 
with,  lord  Gastlereagb,  Mr.  Price,  and  govern- 
ment, for  that  indulgence. 

After  many  manoeuvres  for  the  attainmentof 
something  gratifjriug  to  Mn  Cleland,  this  inter- 
view closed  by  his  pledging  himself  to  interfere 

in 
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Tho^Koa  to  let  it  bit  knoiw^  ibat  be  h^ni  6eaii> 
liim,  "M  Mr jts.  under  bid  protectioa-^aiiii*  an» 
ii^Beli<m  to  iretf>»  r^o^e,  lUI  ippliealidH  owld  b^ 
iMfde  tQ  Mr.  Prl(:e,  Cbe  rasult  of  wMeh  shoyMr 
be  mada  known  td  him  tbrdngh  hiarfrtemd  Mf^ 
Cogheran. 

^  Tins  brings  tis^  at  last,  to^  tlie*  oata^bpfttf  of 
this  plotted  drama.  TbeJl^v.  Mr^  CWImcI  mel 
Mr.  Coghemb  iie^t  .^ay»  but  witboufc  lii^iiig 
seen  MK  Price ;  ektoHad  Tb^mei^n  high  to  f^ 
negyfic  could  raiEsd  bimy.  adding  ^MhU  Oi*. 
DueJ^jKMa  vinas  a  very  dangerous  maii»"'-»-<lcsiring 
}um  to  tdl  Thmnson  ^^  Maif  ^?  mig^A/  Aat?^  Mi 
liberty  wi  giving  sucH  in/brtniUiott^  PRIVATCLV^  as 
with  due  management^  might  enable  THEM  to 
frighten  D7\  Dickson  out  of  the  country  ,^— knd 
at  the  same  time,  pledging  his  HONOft,  "  thnt 
nek  information  should  be  so  managed  that  Tliofn^ 
fon  would  irever  be  OJtposid.^* 

On  the  eommunJNeatioin  of  this  itiessafge/ 
ThomsoA  spumed  the  Mem  wiUi  indignation^  and 
returned  an  answer  bidding  defis«ce  to  Mr. 
Cleland  &c.  he.  Be  the  cau^e  what  it  may,  it 
has  been  thought  e;qiedient  to  take  no  farther 
notice  of  this  vile  business^  or  of  Thomson^  though 
he  never  affected  concealment  afterwards. 
Hence  he  has  hitherto  been,  and  now  is,  Kving 
inpeace^  competence,  and  comfort,  promoting 

tte 
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the  inte^e&ts  of  iJociety  by  an  active  indlisftry  ^ 
and  almost  as  much  respected,  on  his  htiittble 
floor,  as  the  reverend  John  Cleland,  now  rector 
9/  KLillev^jr,  asd  pr^entor  of  ArnqgjE^  on  the 
sacred  bffordst  to  wl^i^h  the  tempor^riy  aUrdi^fps^ 

Vfg  p9 wer  of  his  pupiUlw^d  has  r^s^  biff^  ^  9r 
ap^  Other  boards^  an  which  his  wll-earmd.offiq^i 
a94  hrvrs  hay^  y^t*  entitled  biov  ^ith^(  tp 
e^cpo^e  hims^Ms  pr  he  lexposed. 

From  these  trausactipns^  in  connexion,  Tirit^ 
many  precedii^g  parts  of  this  narrative,  I  trust 
that  ^very  allegation,  whiph  I  have  made,  is 
^uflu;iently  supported  3  and  that,  however  in-*- 
competent  the  infqi^^Latibn  pr9cure4  against^me 
might  be  to  my  conviction,  the  Irish  minister, 
his  hantsoian,  or  thosie  hunting  under  hinx, 
had  no  neglect  to  ^lourn  over,  in  their  exer* 
tions  tq  render  it  otherwise.  I  flatter  myself^ 
atso^  that  ihe  incQnsisteucies  of  the  documents 
ouot.9d  is  satisfactorily  accqi^hted  for,  as  tbe 
successive  4Qi$wer%  to  memorial^;  &c«  from  tbe 
.  8riti$|i  office,  Ripst  have  tak^n  their  complexion 

froift* 

*.  I  say  **  yet/'  becauie,  at  tl^e  lime  of  the  transactions 
mentioned,  the  see  of  Elphin  was  talked  of,  which  wouW  have 
placed  his  rererence  in  a  inpre  4«MrMg«Ued  sitaatioa,  for  lti$ 
etposurt  thni  IM  hM  y^jeMMf.  \  Hflp^  i^ivf^ctt  m)\\  b^5ai4 
of  him :  .  .  .      ^ 

«<  That  he  was  a  bisliop^  and  he  had  a  mitre* 
Surrouaded  with  jewels  of  sulpbar  and  nitre.'^ 
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from  the  successive  reports  and  orders  of  th^ 
Irish  sportsmen,  founded  on  the  respective  swc-^ 
cess  of  their  painters,  and  terriers. 

Talking  all  this  for  granted,  I  shall  now  retnfti 
to  the  preceding  documents,  on  reviewing  which, 
in  connexion  with  what  I  have  above  stated,  ifi 
niu^  be  taken  for  granted  also^  that  our  libera- 
tion was  far  distant,  unless  death  should  kindly 
step  in  to  release  us,  and  take  us  in  mercy  to  hiiJ 
cold  bosom.  But  all  reasonings  and  conclu- 
sions, respecting  events  dependent  qn  the  caprice 
of  men*  or  ministers,  are  unsubstantial  as  the 
presumptions  of  shadowy  conjecture.  Such  was 
the  fact  on  the  present  occasion.  The  official 
declaration  from  London  "  that  no  exceptions'*, 
would  take  place  ^  jior  any  liberations  during 
the  war ;'  and  the  demi-official  information  from 
t)ubUn;  received  December  9th.  '^  that  the  term 
of  our  imprisonment  and  esile  was  to  be  pro- 
longed/' were  effectually  refuted  on  the  evening 
of  the  next  day,  December  lOth.  by  the  arrival 
of  our  old  friend,  Sylvester,  to  carry  off  five— 
i/ie  identical  fve— who  zv^re  liol  implicated  in  the 
Dublin  compact. 

As  bis  arrival  was  late,  we  had  little  conver- 
sation with  him  till  next  day  j  when  he  informed 
us  of  the  following  particulars,  some  of  which 
seem  difficult  to  account  for* 

1st.  That 
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ist  i'hat^  by  his  first  instroctiohi^  he  w^i 
enjoined  to  take  us^  under  a  military  escort, 
frem  Fort- George  to  Greenbck^  and  that,  on  his 
remchstrqhce,  this  injunction  was  modified  intd 
anohler,  to  thcf  coipmander  in  chief  in  Scotland, 
and  another  to  the  lieut-governor  of  Fori- 
George^  to  grant  him  such,  if  by  him  required. 

idly,    'that  a  cutter  had  been  diitpatched^ 

from  Portsmouth  or  Plymouth,    to  the  Irish 

-Elation  ofi*  Cork,  with  orders  for  a  sloop  of  war 

•to  proceed  to  Greenook  for  our  recfeption>  and 

.  con veyaace  to  Ireland^ 

ddljr.    ^ai  he  was  ordered  noi  to  reniovfe  Hi 
^  fi^bm  Fort-(3eorge,  hntil  he  was  informed  of  thii 

ttrriial  bf  Said  i^loo'p  tit  waf  at  Greetiock.    And^ 

•     •  • 

itbly.  that,  ridtfirltbUtanding  all  th^se  pre* 
cautions,  and  all  the  trouble  and  expeiice  attend- 
iiig  them,'  we  were  to  be  franked  home,  and 
that  our  accomm<klationg  and  entertainment^ 
during^  our  journey  and  toyagei  w^re  entirely 
left  td  his  discretion. . 

Such  was  thekindndss  of  this  man,  that,  before 
he  called  on  us,  on  the  day  after  his  arrival,  h# 
:nraited  on  the  gbvernor,  gare  him  a  receipt  fo^ 
jour  bodies^  and  took  us  under  his  own  care. 
Having  done  this,  he  told  us  that,  iintil  hf 
should  be  informed  of  the  sloop's  arrival,  we 
should  be  at  liberty  to  visit  the  neighbouring 

A  a  towns 


1^8  REV.  DR.  i)TCKSON*» 
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towns,^  or  malce  e^bursions  to  rack  psufts  of  the 
country  as  we  ipigl)t  cjbdose,  and  the  i^eatfaer 
.  adnijt.  or  this  humane  and  generous  indul- 
gence we  availed  ourselvea  as  much' as  possible, 
sometimes  in  his  cmiipany,  and  sometimes  with 
one  of  our  former  guardians,  for  twenty  days, 
equally  to  our  amudement,  and  th€  advantage  of 
f)iir  ji^^k  and  ipirits. 

December  30th.     Informed  us  dfthe  arrival  - 
4of  the  Hazard  sloop  of  war,  captain  Kutterfield^ 
'at  Greenoelt.     This  set  us  all  to  packing  up, 
and  three  qhaises  vvere  ordered  from  Inverne&v 
€Q%^f1^yto  %\^p  TemfHistrances  cf  eur  worthy 
^V9ftm,  yfk^p  froa)|.  h^is  juiowledge  ^f  inlai|H|i 
(lighland  wiqicii^*  %q4  ^e  depM)  of  th^  snow 
near  us^  assured  us  thai  we  weFe  in  danger  ef 
being  delayed  for  wttb^  riiould  we  attempt  to 
cross  the  ooqntry*:     .However,  as  theahipwas^ 
in  waiting,   it  wafe  te^olvedl  to  Uike  the  roai 
round  the  whole    nortbera  shore,   thengh  it 
extended  our  jonrney  to.  dflfi  nniiea^     |n  fhia 
route  we  did  not  meet  with  much. debyr  thoagli^ 
frequently,  we  were  obliged  to  walk  for  seveFa) 
miles,   and   sometimes    exposed  to    imminent 
danger,  in  driving  along  shelving  banks  sheeted 
with  ice.    We  had  one  upset  tvithont  hurt  or 
damage,  and  one  overturn,  in  which  a  chaise 
was  shivered  nearly  to  pieces,  but  we  happily 
escaped  with  a  few  slight  bruises.     The  weather 

daring  pur  whole  journey,  two  days  excepted, 

was 
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*ivas  very  severe ;  but  the  warmtb  of  our  chaises, 
the  goo<fness  o^  our  accommodations^  aod  the 
generous  fare  vi^ith  which  Sylvester  uniformly  had 
our  table  covered^  enabled  us  to  bid  it  defiance. 

As  the  shortneBs  of  the  day  obliged*  us  gene- 
rally to  travel  after  dfar^>  tve  had  few  visitants 
at  the  places  where  vfe  slept.  One,  however, 
"we  had,  which  presented  t\vo  such  traits  of  the 
character  of  Scottish  gentferaen,  that  I  camiot 
pass  it  utli^ecordedf.  In  the  town  of  Brechin,, 
about  70  mites  N.  E.  of  Edinburgh,  we  were 
watted^  on,  soon  after  our  dinner^  by 'a  deputa- 
tion, from  a  httmerous  ps^rty  then  in  the  inn, 
requesting  the  pleasure*  of  our  company  during 
the  evening.  This  we  declined,  through  deli- 
cacy to  Mr.  Syltester.  One  of  the  gentlemen, 
having  reported  this  io  the  company,  soon  after 
returnied  with  a  second  message  that  they  would 
^tay  in  town  if  we  would  dine  with  them  next 
.day ;  which  they  hoped  we  would  do,  as  the 
'Chaises  belonging  to  the  inn  were  all  out,  aad 
•cur  horses  so  fatigued  that  they  would  not  be 
able  to  proceed,  on  account  of  the  deep  sudw^ 
4^n  the  roads.  An  answ^er  being  retarned  that 
•our  situation  obliged  us  to  decUne  this  £avor 
also,  the  three  gentlemen  deputed  were  prevaikd 
'On  to  remain  a  few  hours  with  mS)  which  ren* 
^ered  our  evening  truly  pleasant. 

4  a  2  this 
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This  hospitf^lity  and  marked  attention,  to  such 
butclists  as  we  had  been^  fpnns  the  first  trait,  to 
ivhich  I  have  alluded.  The  second  will  appear 
JTOin  the  account,  which  these  gentlemen  gave 
113  of  the  spciet^^  of  which  they  were  jnetnbers, 
and  the  design  of  i\ieiT  meetings.  This  w  as^ 
that  they  were*  f  7  in  number— *  that  they  had 
instituted  a  library^  by  subscription,  consisting 
of  books  on  s^gricuiture^  an4  the  yapous  bran- 
ches of  manufacture— that  they  met,  eleven 
times  in  the  year,  to  order,  ^nd  issue^  books  fof 
the  use  of  their  respective  ten^pts,  and  ti^e 
twelfth,  on  the  anniversary  of  their  forpation^ 
to  settle  their  accounts,  and  epjoy  a  festive  day  -^ 
or  as  one  of  them  said,  "  to  get  drunk  together.'* 
N.  B.  The  day  of  Q\ir  arrival  the^e  i^^s  that  ot 
their  anniversary, 

I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  inserting  this 
anecdote,  as  it  not  only  accounts  for  the  extent 
sion  and  improvement  of  manufactures  in  Scot- 
land, and  the  amazing  progress  of  its  agricul- 
ture, in  despite  of  its  rugged  soil  and  inhospi- 
table climate }  but  holds  out  an  example,  by 
the  imitation  of  which,  by  our  nobility  and 
gentry,  under  any  commonsensical  government, 
poor,  neglected,  despised,  ini$ulted,  and  op- 
pressed Ireland  might  be  rendered  the  most 
productive  and  valuable  isle  which  the  ocean 
l^ncif'cles. 

January 
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Janttary  9th.    In  the  evening,  we  reached^ 
Greenock,  in  good  spirits  and  perfect  safttj^ 
Md  next  day  at  noon,  w^re  carried  aboard  the 
Hazard  by  captain  Bntterfield,  by  whom  we! 
were.polit^ly  treated,  and  hospitably  entertained 
till  the  evening  of  the  iSth.  when,  after  a  plea- 
sant passage,   he  landed  us  near  Hollywood^ 
and  escorted  us  to  the  house  pf  sir  James  Bristow^ 
who  received  us  with  great  civility,  and  accom- 
modated us  with  carriages,   for  ourselves  and, 
Ijuggage,  to    Belfiast.      On  our    arrival    about 
9  o'clock,  we  were  waited  on  by  the  sovereign 
of  the  town,  and  the  town-major,  who  seemed 
to  think  that  we  i4rere  to  ^ecome  their  wards, 
at  least,  till  we  should  enter  into  recognizance. 
Mr.  Sylvester  thought  otherwise;'  and  as  the 
room  was  soon  crowded  with  our  friends  and 
relatives,    he    seemed  overpowered   with   the 
tenderness  of  the  scene,  and  requested  we  might 
hasten  to  the  embrace  of  our  families,  who  must 
be  expecting  us  with  throbbing  hearts:  adding, 
<^  gentlemen,  FU  expect  the  pleasure  of  your 
company  beire  to  breakfast,   at  ten  o'clock/' 
Then  turning  to  the  sovereign  and  major  Fox^ 
he  told  them,  that  be  would  be  glad  to  see  them, 
next  day,  at  any  hour  convenient  for  them,  that 
bail,  if  thought  necessary,  might  be  taken,  and 
|iis  wards  liberated.     We  retired,  and,  on  the 
succeeding  morning,    returned  to   our  friend. 
The  magistrates  attended  about  eleven  o'clock ; 
our  recognizance  was  taken^  and  we,  William 

Tennent^ 
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Teonent,  Robert  SiinizH»  Robert  Huftter^  Wil- 
Vmd  Dowdatt,  and  WHKam  Steel  Dtckaon^  wete 
once  more  restored  to  the  liberty  of  breaftbtnf 
the  air,  and  treatUng  tbe  wiU  of  oar  nativa 
laaid,  which  we  had  left»  less  than  three  years 
"Wfove  an  independent  kingdoni,  with  a  nation 
Dal  iegisiatare ;  and  a  risbig  trade,  but  found  a 
dependent  proirittce,  and  iHs  fire  milHons  of 
kdsabitantd,  sold,  at  their  own  expense^  to  a 
loreiga  governmeat^  by  a  parricidal  combiaaftioai 
•f  weak  aod  wicked  miscreanto,  to  whom,  vadctf 
the  name  o(  representatives  she  liad  entrusted 
the  gaardiansfaip  of  the  rights,  fortnnes,  lib^rty^ 
^Hid  lires  of  her  people ;  and  who  reserved  for 
lier^  as  her  only  remainiiig  privilege,  a  power 
to  transport  one  hnndred  accomplices  ooce  a 
year,  to  assist  the.  servants  of  her  haughty-  Bsis« 
tress,  in  maltiptying  her  own  eppressitais,  a^ 
gravating  her  ^stresses,  eompieting  ber  degr»» 
datioa^  and  acceieratiag  her  nun. 
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OP 

MY  CONFINEMENT  AND  EXILE 

"^EBJIINATES    HEEE, 

I  shall  once  more  pause,  and  request  my 
readers/  not  only  to  review  it  with  attention^ 
but  to  weigh  it,  with  impartiality,  in^  all  its 
jf^arts.  On  soch  review,  some  things  mhy,  at 
iirst,  appear  digressive;  but,  I  flatter  myself, 
they  will  be  found  to  bear  directly  on  the  ob- 
'  jiects  principally  in  view— the  pains  and  penal- 
ties inflieted  on  me  and  some  others,  merely 
on  suspicion,  not  evidence,  Of  guilt ;  6f  rather^ 
on  calumnies  procured  by  purchase,  or  dictated 
by  terror,  to  gratify  personal  resentment,  screen 
political  depravity,  or  escape  punishment. 


Some  others  may  seem  out  of  plaee, 

not  related  u>  the  order  vfi  which  they  occcmred. 

Thii  departure  from  ordery  I  hope^  will  be  eit^ 

owed  fiNNS  the  conaidem^OQ,  that  it  brings  a 

vAriety  of  circumstances  and  transactions,  retat- 

iag  to  the  same  persons,  but  occurritlg  at  dtfib* 

rent  tim^,   and  in  different  places;  into  one 

point  of  view,  and  thereby  enables  the  reader  to 

see  them  more  clearly,  ami  judge  of  liiem  mor^^ 

correctly,  than  otherwise  he  could  do. 

In 
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In  aill  that  I  have  written,  1  have  generafff 
mentiorned  my  treatment,  as  a  prisoner  and 
exile,  in  common  with  that  of  others.  However, 
though  ow  treatment  was  the  same,-  om*  circum- 
itances,  as  to  age,  health,  wealth,  and  tender 
connexions,  v^ere  widely  different,  ^ome  of 
US  iirefe  fotng  sind  Uesdtby  -,  others  ad vanic^  in 
years,  or  delicate  in  constitution :  some  possessed 
liberal  fortunes^*  whrch  admiftted  of^  expense,' 
Itnd  temporary  prjvations;  some  had  large 
capitals  '}h  business  Y^bich  contmuea  productive 
iQ.tbfe  band$  .of  their  conne;;^i6os ;-  others  were 
iu  very  limited!  cijrcun^stances  ov  depencfen^  on 
professtons,  the  emroluments  of  if^hich  ceased 
ivhh  their  privation  of  office :  agam,  some  were 
imencumbered  with  the  cares  of  family  ;  while 
gthers  had  to  regret  the  distresses  of  wives  and 
i;hrldren  deprived  pf  the  means,  not  only  of 
competence  and  comfort,  but  nearly  of  subsi^- 
tence»    Others  stili,  by  the  visitafioAs  of  provi- 

derice>   had  to  rooorn  the  death  of  relatives, 

•  '  .  • 

near  and  dear  to  their  hearts,  with'  whom,  in 
tbeir  last  mohients,  they  were  debarred  from 
iHCercourse,  find  even  the  possibility  of  afibrding^ 
relief,  or  udmii^istering  conaolation.  From  thitf 
variety  of  crrcumstance  and  connexion,  our 
-variety  of  sufferings  both  in  body  and  mindy 
must  have  been  e<|iiafly  great.  Yet,  god  know9 
during  our  hjfng  seclusion  from  every  foreign 
good,  and  under  the  idfttctiofis  which  tire  suf- 
ieredj  the  best  ciruomstanced  among  us  fonnd 

his 
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his  sttfferiogd  nearly  equal  to  his  patience,  and 
the  burtl^n  of  his  feeHngs  almost  as  great  as  be 
could  bear^ 

*  » 

tn  tlie  greatei^  part  of  these  lilisfortttues  and 
sufferings  it  was  my  lot  to  be  involved.     I  was 
i'n  my  fifty  third  year,  when  torn  from  my  family, 
and  deprived  of  my  freedotn.     Latterly,  I  had 
suffered  much  from  bilious  attacks.     Tt^ith  rhu- 
liiatism,  I  had  been  so  long  and  severely  ai^icted, 
that  I  had  been  obliged  to  wear  flannel  next 
my  skin,  frorh  my  knees  to  itiy  wrists,  for  up* 
wards  of  twenty  years,  previous  to  rriy  arrest^ 
Before  the  end  of  my  second  week  in  confine-* 
ment,  the  prevalence  of  vermiii  among  the  poorei' 
prisoners  in  the  prevost,  obliged  me  to  throw  it 
aside;  though,   in  the  opinion  of  an  eminent 
physician,  at  the  hazard  of  my  Ufe.    Yet,  thank 
g6d,  1  did  not  suffer  anjr*sensible  injury  from 
the  chaoge.    An  indignant  feeling,  arising  from 
the  treatment  I  was  receiving,  had  invigorated 
my  mind,  and,  perhaps,  by  a  well-known  sym-* 
pathyy  braced  my  bodily  system— I   was  the 
husband  of  a  justly  beloved  wife,  who  was  Sora 
of  a  genteel  family,  brought  up  in  afiluence, 
and  Ubei^alljf  educated  -,  but,  who,  for  several 
years,  had  been  seldom  able  to  dress  or  undress  • 
herself.     Yet,  thank  god,  she  contiaued  capa- 
ble of  presiding  over  the  education  of  our  two 
^ughters.      Besides  these  daughters  I  was  fa^ 
ther  of  foiir  sons/    One  of  these  had  finished 

B  b  his 
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his  educatioti^  ^nd»  as  ilreadly  itien«i6Aed>  Wits 
serviftg  his  ihaJMty,  as  a  afurgeoii  irt  th«  navyr 
"whilst  I  was  languishing  in  an  Irish  prison, 
under  the  anathema  of  the  Irish  clerk  of  the  re- 
presentative of  his  majesty  in  Ireland.  Hap^ 
pily^  I  had  a  second  son  placed  in  an  eminent 
ihercantile  house,  as  an  apprentice ;  and  the 
other  two  1  was  educating,  for  learned  profes- 
sions, orbusiiiess,  as  circuinstances,  inclination, 
or  opportunity  might  determine;  in  all  the 
fondness  of  a  father's  hope,  that  they  would  be 
useful  members  o^  society.  l?or  thfe  support  and 
eclucation  of  this  family^  my  income  was  in  all, 
about  j£270  per  ann.  only  £25  of  which  was 
ipdependent  of  my  offices  as  a  presbyterian  mi^ 
nister>  and  master  of  a  small  academy. 

J'rofn  the  nombeir  of  toy  family,  theexteiit  df 
rAy  Cbnne:tions,  and  the  eicpense  ta  v^  hich  I 
w'^s  Exposed  by  circomstances  which  I  h«tve 
related,  it  was  not  in  my  px)^er  to  save  money, 
and  hiy  avrest  put  a  complete  slop  lo  vaf 
earnings.  My  congregation,  it  is  true,  conti^ 
riued  my  stipend  for  about  seventeen  month!!. 
Yet,  withal,  sucli  ^ere  the  expenses  to  which  1 
and  my  fiiniily  were  exposed,  while  I  was  pri- 
soner in  Ireland,  that  ere  tny  confinement  had 
half  estpirecl,  every  shilling  I  could  call  my  own, 
wais  expended,  attd  tny  family  reduced  to  xlepeA- 
dfehce  on  the  )abov6  ihentioned  £^5  per  ann.  n 
^ry  small  precnrioirs  annuity  ;  and  nrhit  my 

son 
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«oii  cotil4  sfwe  from  his  income  af^  ^  pirgeQti^ 
AM  e?en  the^e  scanty  rewurcet  wenjgreatljr 
4imimshed,  before  relief  presented  itself  from 
any  other  quarter. 

The  first  of  these  diminutions  ^rose  from  the 
ingratitude  and  villainy  of  one  of  my  own  ten^ 
^nts-^a  Hugh  H^stings^*— whom  I  had  beea 
nursing  up  froip  beggary  to  independence^  for 
sixteen  years.  Being  master  of  a  good  horsej 
be  got  himself  enrolled  in  lord  Londonderry'? 
yeomen  cavalry.  This  effected,  he  not  only 
refused  to  pay  his  proportion  of  rent,  but,  with 
sabre  in  hand,  threatened  the  otl^er  tenants  wi^h 
vengeance,  if  they  would  dare  to  pa^  theirs  to 
rebels «-  and,  for  doing  so,  he  impudently  asser* 
ted  the  authority,  ahd  boasted  the  protections 
of  lords  Londonderry  and  Castlereagh.  Thi(i 
fact  as  far  as  relates  to  Hastings,  is  true  in  all 
it?  parts.  But,  as  his  conduct  proves  him  to  b^ 
ft  yill^lQ^  bis  charge  against  their  lordships  must 
Jl^e  a  vUe falsebpod.  No  man,  in  his  senses,  can 
j^uppoj^e  th^t  either  pould  be  capable  of  such  un- 
paralleled meanness  and  malice.  The  fact  itself 
however,  is  a  glaring  instance  of  the  impudence 
4^f  ^coundioejifi  iQ  Ihe  iibu^e  of  greftt  names,  anc| 
4h0  ^oofimities  oi  which  they  are  guilty  under 
i^  pret«t  pf  thw  wihority, 

A  seognd  and  more  affecting  diminutiqn  of 
t})ieir  means  of  support  was  the  death  of  my  son, 

9  b  1^  wha 
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who  was  ill  the  navy.  Had  this  event  affected ' 
only  the  external  circumstances  of  the  family,  it 
would  scarcely  have  been  regretted.  Or,  had 
it  stood  alone,  good  sense,  heartfelt  religion, 
and  the  lenient  hand  of  time,  with  the  blessing 
of  god,  would  have  gradually  obliterated  the 
impressiops,  which  it  made,  and  soothed  the 
sorrows,  which  it  excited.  But,  precededy  as  it 
had  been,  by  the  death  of  my  father,  and  that 
of  Mrs.  Dickson's  pn^  brother  J  i^qd  succeeded^ 
as  it  soon  w^s,  by  those  pf  Iver  father  and  her 
only  sister,  the  affliction  of  my  family  mqst  have 
been  great,  indeed;  and  their  situation  melan- 
choly, destitute  as  they  then  were,  of  father, 
husband,  earthly  guardian,  or  protector.  Apd^ 
surely,  the  heart  must  be  a  total  strptnger  in  the 
school  of  adversity,  and  eaui^U v  so  tp  the  feel* 
ings  of  our  nature^  which  can  suppose  my  sen- 
sibilities untouched,  or  my  soul  unwrung,  prir 
sprier  and  exile  as  I  was,  far  removed  be3'ond 
the  possibility^  either  of  relieving  thejrdiptresse^ 
by  resuming  my  functions,  or  their  hearts  by 
fningling  the  expression^  of  my  sorpow  with 
theirs. 

Having  thus  recited  the  prhicipal  circum- 
stances of  a  confinement  and  exile,  long  in  their 
duration,  variegated  in  their  modes,  and,  to  me, 
ruinous  in  their  effects;  I  shall  now  advert  to  the 
evidence^  on  whiclji  government,  and  those  who 

actei} 
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ftcted  under  its  authority,  or  rather  usurped  and 
exercised  its  powers,  seem  to  have  founded  their 
proceedings,  and  inflicted  ;ny  sufierings. 

That  the  evidence  against  us,  northern  prtso* 
afiers,  in  mass,  was  not  only  defective,  but 
unworthy  of  the  name^  I  have  already  .shewn, 
by  a  variety  of  circumstances.  To  these  bow- 
ever,  another  may  be  added,  of  the  same  com- 
plexion. That  is,  that,  in  July  1798— /Aeaaj/ii/ 
month  Bf  terror y  rage^  and  Afoorf— they  were 
repeatedly  served  with  notice  of  trial,  and  even 
cited  before  a  court-martial  then  daily  sitting; 
and,  as  repeatedly,  reconducted  to  their  prison, 
without  having  proceedings  of  any  kind  insti- 
tuted against  them. 

In  respect  to  me,  the  vile  means  used  to 
procure  information,  not  only  to  ther  last  .hour 
of  my  confinement,  but  for  many  months  after 
iny  release,  aitibunt,  nearly  to  a  demonstration  of 
the  same  fact^  Nay,  my  liberation  itself,  in 
such  circumstances,  demonstrates  more.  It 
demonstrates  that  evidence  sufficient  to  satisfy 
either  jury,  or  court-martial  could  not  possibly 
be  procured,  or  created,  and  carries,  in  its 
bosom,  an  acquitul  as  fair,  full,  and  honorable^ 
as  ever  man  enjoyed. 

Of  the  actual  information  received  respecting 

ftihy  or  tlie  foundation  which  it  might  lay  for 

the 
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the  seventies  uoder  wbicb  I  was  l»bouring»  X 
had  no  knowledge^  dtiring  my  confinement; 
except  from  reports,  equally  vague  and  incon- 
isislent.  However,  about  a  year  after  my  return 
from  Fort-George,  after  much  enquiry,  and 
Aome  trouble  I  procured  a  part  of  the  report  oif 
the  secret  committee  of  'the  bouse  of  lorda, 
containing  90  pages,  in  folio.  On  fmding  that 
this  contained^  at  large^  the  informations  of 
John  Hughes,  formerly  meniioaed«  I  was  highly 
gfatified ;  and,  on  reading  the  part,  relative  to 
myseli^  not  less  surprieed. 

As  tins  precious  record,  I  believe,  has  not 
been  in  general  circulation-— and,  as  th^  cause 
of  my  surprise  may,  therefore,  be  unknown-^ 
I  shall  transcribe  what  relates  to  me,  as  deli- 
vered on  oaih,  August  3d.  1798.  It  is,  literally, 
as  folioovs. 

^  He  has  known  the  reverend  Steel  Dickson 
.of  Portaferry  these  two  years  intimately*-^saw 
•him  at  the  assizes  of  Antrim  and  Down  at  lent 
Assizes  1797-  He  saw  l^im  acting  with  Lowry, 
Turner  and  Teeling  as  one  of  the  committee 
for  the  conducting  the  prisoner's  defence-o- 
Nicholas  Magin  called  on  him  with  fi  message 
from  doctor  Dickson,  that  Dickson  was  going 
to  Ballinahinch  to  remain  there  till  Tuesday, 
and  Ibat  be  woirid  be  mt  Mr.  PottiAger^s  till 
seven  o'clock  of  4hat  evening.    Dickson  calleii 

upon 
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upon  him  Friday  the  first  of  June  at  his  house 
in  Beffast,  and  told  him  that  the  colonels  of  the 
united  regiments  in  the  county  of  t>own  had 
a  meeting  in  a  fields  on  the  day  before,  aa 
Mr.  Kiagin  had  stated^  that  twenty  three  of 
them  had  agreed  to  fight  and  commence  the 
rebellioni  provided  the  county  of  Antrim  and 
the  other  counties  of  Ulster^  as  he  believes, 
would  act  with  them,  and  as  he  (Dickson)  knew 
there  was  to  have  been  a  meeting  of  the  colonels 
of  the  <^oiinty  of  Antrim  that  day,  (viz.  the  first 
of  June)  Dk)ksmi  wished  to  know  whether  he 
liad  heard  any  thing  from  it<— he  said  he  had  not 
heard  of  the  meeting— he  knew  there  was  to  be 
sttch  a  meeting— ^Hunter  told  him  so-^I>i€ksoi» 
said  he  would  go  out  to  Mr«  Pottioger's  that 
evening,  and  requested  he  would  send  hini 
intelligence  of  what  should  be  done  in  the  An^- 
trim  itt^cting;  that  he  would  go  from  Mr-  P^l« 
tinger*^  to  Bailee,  where  he  wos  to  preach  on 
Suhday ;  from  thence  he  wouid  go  to  Ballifta* 
binch  and  ^emMto  there  till  Wednesday. 

'  .1 

On  the  Sunday,  Mr.  Keane,  of  Finlay's  bank, 

came  from  Dublin^  and  asked  him  whem  dr. 
Dickson  was^^he^ld  him  he  would  find  him  at 
l^llin^lihic!h*»Keane  went  th«re  on  Monday, 

as  he  believes. 

I  On  Friday  the.  Ut.  of  June,  Dickson  told  him 
thftt  fee  was  one  of  the  adjutant  generals  of  the 

united 
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united  Irishmen's  forces  in  the  county  of  Tfowrt^ 
and  that  he  (Uickson)  would  go  to  Ballinahinch 
and  remain  there  till  Wednesday,  as  it  was  a 
central  place,  from  which  he  could  issue  his 
orders  to  his  ofKicers— Dickson  tofd  him  Chat  Che 
reason  why  he  would  remain  at  BaUinahinch 
till  Wednesday  was,  that  the  Antrim  colonels 
had  adjourned  till  the  Tuesday,  and  that  he  could 
receive  their  determination  in  Ballinabkich  ott 
Wednesday^**^ 

'  Though  the  inconsistency,  self-contradiction^ 
and  insignificance,  of  this  solemn  memoir,  must 
appear,  at  once,  to  every  man  of  sense  who" 
reads  it,  a  few  observations  may  not  be  unnece»* 
sary,  for  the  use  of  the  inattentive,  or  the  cre« 
duloU5:  and,  in  these,  I  shafl  endeavear  to  foU 
low  the  order  of  the  text. 

Ist.    Tlien  t  '*  lias  known  Dickson  for  tw<^ 

i 

years  intimately*^saw  him  at  the  lent  assizes  of 
Antrim^  and  Down,  acting  with  Lowry,  Turner 
and  Teeling,  as  one  of  the  committee  for  the 
conducting  the  prisoners  defence/' 

That  I  waft  at  the  spFing  assizes^  in  both, 
places^  and  the  Summer  assizes  in  Down,  I  have 
Already  stated ;  and  the  active  part  which  I 
took,  in  behalf  of  five  of  the  prisoners  in  Down> 
1  have  acknowledged  and  detailed.  But  I 
positiveTy  deny  that  I  bad  any  connexion  witb 

Lowry, 


■  ■ 

tiowry,  l^urner,  and  Teeling,  as  *'  one  of  the 
committee  for  the  conducting  the  prisoners^ 
defence  $"  though  I  was  frequently  in  their  coa># 
pany. 

I  also  deny  that  Hughes  could  possibly  seel 
me  with  them,  at  the  lent  assizes  for  Antrim,  a9 
he  asserts;  no  one  of  them  having  been  there, 
at  that  time  so  far  as  t  know.^  Nor  was  I  there 
as  member  of  any  committee,  or  fofany  general 
purpose  of  pwsoners^  defence.  The  cause^of  my 
attendance  Was  Well  and  extensively  known ; 
and  my  justification  requires  that  the  kitowledge 
of  it  should  not  be  lost.  Be  it  known  t^en» 
that  some  ydung  men,  very  respectably  con- 
nected in  Belfast,  Were  to  be  tried  onf  charges 
affecting  theii*  lives.  The  principal  evidence, 
on  which  theit  conviction  Was  hoped  and  feared^ 
was  that  of  the  iiotorious  and  celebrated  BELL 
Martin.  Sue  haid  gi'own  up,  almost  from  a 
child,  under  my  eye,  in  Portaferry.  Her  family 
Was  Very  poor,  partly  from  her  it(other'$  decre- 
pitude and  long  confinement  to  bed.  The 
I'espectable  families  oif  the  towtf  and  neighbour- 
hood were  w'ell  disposed  to  assist  them;  and 
Bell  was  encouraged  to  call  on  them  ^occasion- 
Mlly  for  milk,  cold  meat^  and  other  little  comforts^ 

C  c  This 

*  ha^ry,  T'umer,  and  Teeling  might  hare  been  at  these 
assize!!,  unknowa  to  me,  as  I  was  not  then  acquainted  with  one 
4>r  other  of  the  three.  My  first  introdocUoii  to  them  or  any  of 
tbf  01/  was,  at  Downpatrick,  on  the  fbllowifig  week. 
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TFhis  she  continued  to  do;  till  she  became  nearfy 
a  woman;  though^  latterly,  she  #as  so  addicted' 
to  lying  and  tliefty  that  she  was  seldom  admitted 
farther  than  the   hall,     wherever    she  calledl 
Unfprtunajtely  for  her,   she  grew  up   lyit^ji   a 
hatijdsprne  facf  and  ^oo^d  person.  The§e  exposed 
h^r  tp  teniptations,  to  resist  which  she  proved 
fleficient,  ekh^r  iqi  wisdoifn,  or  in  will.      These 
circ^mstanQei  had  become  known  in  Belfast, 
wh^re  she  had  resided  for  a  considerable  time, 
preyipijs^to  her  iqformatioir  gainst  the  youpjg 
.in^n  all\i,ded  to;     Henc^,  not  pnly  Mr.  Ja^nes 
^t'Cle/ery,  a  respectable  mer^hAnt  in  Portaferry, 
in  who^^  ^orfe  her  fiiliher  ^lad  been  long  emplpy- 
^d,  and  ^,  tp  whom  the  poor  family  had  ever 
ljOo]^da|{a|^ardia.n^  hvXbrd  viscount  Castlerea^y 
s^nd  the  rev.  John  Clfla/id^  w.bp-  Ijad,  for  years^. 
lived  in  the  neighipo^rhpod^.  wer^  sumn^oued  to 
fippiQar  J^t  Carriclf fer^us,  in  or(^r  tq  impeoch  her 
^harqcte?'.     In  cor^sequ^nce  we  all  did  appear, 
and  were  deltajped  there,  during  a  whole  week^ 
to  no  purppse.     The  lady,  thpu^ljii  kept  un<jler 
a  military  gua^d,  contrived,  or  ^yds   permitted 
Ify  connivance,  to  m'a]^e  her  escapp,  on  the  ijiight 
previous  to  the  intended  trial,  and  there  waf  np^ 
prosecution. 

However  romantic  the  preceding  paragrapiv 
jnay  appear,  it  is  strictly  true.  The  peers  syad 
plebeians,  whom  I  havemeAtionedj  Mr.  M'Cleery 
excepted,  are  still  living,  and  can  attest  its  truth. 

*  May 


May  I  tiak  th^a  ask  with  eonfidenc€t,  ^^  why  iiA 
Mr,  Hughes,  ia  his  exaAlnaktOJlSi  iiitr^hiiice 
my  name  excl^Bively?''  Sdrely^  whl^ther  praisd 
or  blame  may  attach  to  me  im  this  occaMon  «l^ 
leasts  theearlof  LoBdonderry,  lord  Castlereagh^ 
the  rev.  John  Cleland,  and  Mr*  M'CfeeJry^  ivere 
{entitled  t9  a  participatioi^  fdr  liught  tiiat  ha# 
yet  appeared  to  4;he  contirary,* 

The  iiext  item,  in  the  report  of  the  examii- 
nation  of  Hughesi  contains  only  an,  alleged 
message,  on  the  1st.  of  June  179B,  ftom  Dick- 
sonj  by  a  Mr.  Magia,  informing  him  ^*  that 
Dickon  was  going-  to  Ballinahiacb  to  remaiv 
there  till  Tuesday)  atid  that  he  W^nld  be  ki  Mr^ 
Pottifnger^s  UJil  seven  «'<cloc^  of  that  erening.'^ 

Of  this  message,  considered  in  itself^  nothing 
can  pe  said,  but  that  it  is  perfectly  unmeaning^ 
l»  it  neither  points  o^it  object  to  be  obtained^ 
nor  end  to  be  accomplished,  by  the  little  infor* 
nastioD/  whteh  it  supplies* 

However^  it  deserves  some  attention,  frotii 
ivhat  Mr.  ^tigties  ^wore  according  to  the  ne2i:t 

C  c  9  sentence 

«  TlMMiigh  I  flegfectecl  flie  falenifdof  6f  the  e«rl  of  London!* 
dtrry;  id  a  preceding  pahghtfyli,  he  alio  ^a^  summoned  ik 
Gairickfergus,  to  give  a  chafa^ter  of  Bell  Martin^  and  attended 
Ihore  daring  the  assizes)  though  I  am  convinced*  he  V9m 
equalfy  a  stranger  to  her  perion  and  her  namct  till  ^he  latter 
liii  ^ye,  in  thi  ^cltmoiis  ^  i^  which  J^e  was  «erve(jL 
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sentence  of  the  report  before  tne.  ^'  Dicksort 
called  upon  him  /Hughes)  Friday  the  first  of 
June  ^t  his  house  in  Belfast,  and  told  htm  that 
the  colonels  of  the  united  regiments  of  the 
county  of  Down-  had  had  a  meeting  in  a  field  on 
the  day  before,  cis  Mr.  Magin  had  stated^  that 
twenty  three  of  them  had  agreed  to  fight  and 
commence  the  rebellion,  provided  the  county 
of  Antrim,  ^nd  the  other  counties  of  Ulster,  as 
he  believes,  WQuld  act  with  them.*' 

The  information,  contained  in  this  long 
Sentence,  is  attributed  to  dr.  Dickson  with  a 
leference  to  a  supposed  previous  statement  by 
yiv,  Magin,  pei^fectly  coincident.  Dr.  Dickson's 
jnfbrmation  to  Mr.  Hughes,  he  swears  to  have^ 
been  on  the  first  of  J  que.  Mr.  Magin's  stqte^ 
inent  must  have  been  oq  the  ^ame  day,  as  both 
connect  the  meeting  spoken  of  witn  the  day 

immediately  preceding. 

> 

Now  what  is  the  amount  of  all  this?  On* 
ivhat  foundation  does  it  rest  its  claims  to  credit? 
Neither  dr.  Dickson  nor  Mr.  Magin  afp  made 
to  speak  from  knowledge.  But,  supposing  they 
had  spoken  from  knowledge,  what  did  they  say  ^ 
''  A  meeting  of  colonels  had  taken  place  in  «a 
lield." .  Where  was  that  field  ?  In  what  barony 
or  parish  ?  No  matter.  Twenty  three  of  these 
colonels  agreed  to  fight  &c.  &c.''  wilhout  regard 
to  the  authority  or  approbation,  of  any  superiof 

ofiicer-r 
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eflScer— any  ndjiitant  general  or  cotMn&ncler 
in  chief— "  provided  the  county  of  AntrinrH  and 
the  other  counties  of  Ulster^  would  act  with 
them."  1  his  is  all  that  can  possibly  be  learned 
directly  from  the  preceding  information.  It 
inculpates  no  man,  by  name;  nor  does  it  ereii 
insinuate  that  an}^  man,  of  a  rank  superior  to 
that  of  colonel,  .was  concerned  with,  or  recog- 
nized by,  the  field-meeting  of  which  it  speaks. 
With  respect  to  dr.  Dickson,  it  leads  to  no  in* 
ference,  but  that  he  was  employed  in  sending 
inessages  without  meaning,  at)d  telling  silly 
stories  to  no  purpose.  However  the  succeeding 
^hort  paragraph,  in.  some  measure,  wipes  off 
that  reproach.     It  runs^  as  follows.: 

"  As  he  (Dickson)  knew  there  was  to  have 
been  a  meeting  of  the  colonels  of  the  county  of 
Antrim  that  day,  (viz.  the  first  of  June)  Dick- 
son wished  to  know  whethii^*  he  had  heard  any 
thing  from  it^— he  said  he  had  not  heard  of  the 
meeting— he  knew  there  was  to  be  such  a  meet- 
ing— Huqter  had  told  him  so.'* 

From  this  it  would  seem,  that  dr.  Dickson  had 
some  end  in  view;  and  that  his  end  was  to  pro- 
care  in  formation /rmt  a  meeting  of  colonels  of 
thecouoty  of  Antrim,  in  retijrn  for  what  he 
had  communicated  from  the  county  of  Down. 
"  Dickson  wished  to  know  whether  he  (Hughes) 
had  heard  Hny  thing /?'(wi  the  meeting  &c.  &o." 

14  ark 
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Mark  tirliQi  felbWB ! — ''  He  said  be  had  not 
heard' ( not  (/>v»i^  but)  qf  the  meeting/'  iVnd 
ttiea  in^mediatelv  said  farther,  *'  he  knew  there 
Vns  to  b«sQ6ba  meeting-^Hwit^rtold  him  so/' 
Are  these  ^*  sflidi*'  reeoncileabk  ?  Or  are  they 
not  flat  contrad4ctiofis  to  le^tch  other  ?  Yet  to 
these  "  saids/'  as  the  very  ^*  caids"  uttered  by 
John  Hughes  to  dr.  Dickson,  said  John  Hughes 
positively  swore,  before  the  secret  committee  of 
Irish  lords,  as  appears  by  their  printed  report^ 

The  succeeding  sentence  goes  to  slifew  that 
dr»  Dickson  was  exceed ingly  anxious  to  pfocure 
intelligence  from  the  meeting  of  Antrim  colonels, 
and  determined  not  to  Jeave  the  tieighbourhood 
of  Belfast  without  it.  ^'  I^ickson  said  he  would 
gootti  to  Mr.  Potttnger's  and  requested  lie  would 
i»end  him  intelligence  of  what  should  be  done  in 

r 

the  Antrim  meeting;  that  he  would  go  from  Mr. 
Pottinger's  to  Ballot,  where  he  was  to  preach 
on  Sunday  y  from  thence  he  would  go  to  BalU- 
nabinch  and  remain  there  till  Wednesday." 

On  (this  sentence  my  remark  shall  be  very 
ishort.  1st.  dr.  Dickson's  supposed  message  by 
Mr.  Magin  limits  bis  intended  stay  at  Ballyna- 
hinch  to  Tuesday  ;  whereas  his  words  to  Mr* 
Hughes,  though  evidently  spoken^  at  latest, 
a  very  few  hours  afterwards,  perhaps  not  one, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  extend 
it  to  Wednesday.    2dly.  The  message  does  not 

even 


Aven  liTHt  that  dr.  Dickson  mt^nded  to  be  in 
Betfest,  on  that  day,  but  as  being  at  Mp.  Pbt- 
finger's,  and  about  to  be  Here  unt'd  Sfven  6*^leck 
m  the  evening,  Mr.  Hughes  speaks  of  him  as 
heif^  in  Belfast^  whence  be  profK>sed  going  t^ 
Mr.  Pbttinger's  ri^  Me  evening,  'fbese,  bowevePy 
are  inconsistencies  so  inrial  as  scarcely  ta  4e-« 
serve  notice.  But  this  same  sentence  contain* 
a  circuigdstance  o(  another  kind,  aqd  which  igriit 
sopq  4pp^ar  to  be  of  som?  importance.  This  i^,^ 
**  A  request  that  intelligence  of  wha^  should  be 
done  in  the  Antrim  meeting  might  be  sent  after 
hinpk  to  Mr.  Pottingeif's,  v^henpe  fie  tufis  to  proceed 
to  ^^Uee.**  Of  thisi  request  nothing  shall  be 
observed  ^t  present^  only  t]\at  with  if  the  sup- 
posed interview  between  dr.  Dickson  and  Mr- 
Hughes  must  hs^ve  terminated :  ^nd  all  Mn 
Hughes's  matter  of  information  respecting  the 
doctor  must  have  then  terminated  likewise,  as 
1)0  succeeding  i?ofl»inupv^?:tion  h^ww»  th^gm, 
by  cojiversation,  gif^age,  or  epi^,  \^  weai^ 
^intefl  9,%. 

_      • 

Tl^al;  this  was  the  case  appears  from  the 
episode  which  follows,  and  of  which  the  reader 
will  form  his  own  opinion.  "  Oq  tji^  Sunday, 
Mr.  Ke^ne,  of  Fmlay's  bank,  caipe  from  Dub* 
lin,  ^nd  asked  him  *^  wherqdr.  Dickson  loqs  ^"-r* 
^e  told  him  he  would  find  l^io^  at  Ballinahinch 
— Keane  went  there  on  Monday'',  as  he  believes/* 

Why 
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Why  thcf  preceding  was  introduced  by 
Hughes^  or  inserted  in  tbe  lord's  report,  I  caiT*^ 
not  possibly  conceive,  as  it  cannot  be  tortured 
into  the  support  of  any  charge  or  even  suspicion 
against  dr.  Dickson.  Yet,  it  derives  import 
tance,  like  many  other  silfy^  senseless,  imperii^ 
nent^  things,  from  the  place  which  it  holds. 
Hence,  like  litem,  it  may  cli^im  some  notice. 

Be  it  noted  then,  that  Mr.  Keane  of  Finl^y*^ 
bank  was  a  person  totally  unknown  to  dr.  Dick-' 
son ;  and  that  he  never  had  any  business  either 
with  him  or  Finlay's  bank,  of  any  kind  what* 
ever— that,  from  what  has  been  related,  in  this 
narrative,  dr.  Dickson  neither  was  nor  could  be 
found  by  him,  in  Baltinahinch,  on  Monday— « 
and^  that,  as  dr.  Dickson,  was  taken  prisoner, 
on  the  day  following,  it  may  be  presun^ed  that 
they  did  not  meet,  on  that  day.. 

Be  it  noted  also,  that  Portaferry,  the  place  of 
dr.  Dickson's  residence^  and  Belfast,  are  equally 
distant  from  Dublin,  though  twenty  two  milear 
asunder->-that,  on  Sunday,  dr.  Dickson,  .as  mi- 
nister of  the  congregation,  was  more  likely  to 
be  found  there,  than  heard  of  rn  Belfast^  what 
then,  could  drive  Mr.  Keane  to  Belfaist,  to  iu« 
quire  wl>ere  dr.  Dickson  was,  be  his  business 
what  it  might  ?  And,  in  a  town  so  populous,, 
und  where  dr.  Dickson  had  many  hundreds  of 
intimate  acquaintances  during  thirty  preceding 

-  years. 
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yefflrs^  ifhat  kind.dseaioti  cotild  havef  directed 
him  to  Mr.  Hughes,  v^ho  has  claimed  only  aa 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  ddctof,  for  two  years^ 
sind  with  Whorn  th^  doctor  h^  disclaimed  all 
intimacy  ?  Should  it  be  supposed  that  Mi'. 
Keane  had  been  at  Portaferry,  and  di  reded 
thence  to  Belfast^  spch  supposition  must  b0 
overturned  by  the.  .fact  that  etery  individual  pf 
the  doctor's  family  could  have  assured  him  of 
finding  him  at  Bailee  on  Monday. 

Only  one  supposition  remains,  oh  which  Mrl 
Keane's  g6ing  to  Belfast  can  be  accounted  for. 
That  is,  that  dr.  D^ickson,  as  he  did  not  knov^ 
that  such  a  mad  as  Mr.  K^ane  existed,  ma^ 
have  informed  ^ome  friend  in  Dublin,  vt^ho  ill- 
formed  Mr.  Keane,  that  he  rtiight  be  heard  of 
in  Belfast,  at  such  and  such  a  t^me. 

But,  at  such  a  time,  znAinstcchanemergenty^ 
why  give  i^ch  informatton  ?  Dr.  Dickson  kneiy 
that  he  was  obliged^  by  the  appointment  of  ht9 
presbytery,  to  be  at  Bailee,  on  Saturday,  Sun- 
day, and  Monday  (2[d.  3d.  arid  4th.  of  June]  and 
was  determined  to  pfoceed  thence  to  Ballina- 
hinch.  Why,  then,  not  inform  his  friend  directly 
that  he  vl^ould  be  found  at  thes^  places,  on  these 
days  rcspecttvely,  rather  than  give  occasion  to  . 
k  wandering  inquiry  by  ^  circuitous  route  ? 
From  Dublin'  to  Ballinahinch,  direct,  is  only 
seventy 'four  miles-  by  Belfast^  ninety-four'^to' 

D  d  Bailee;, 
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Balleei  seven fy^hree j  by  Belfasj^^  jone  ,1mndre^ 
and  four.     Besides,   the  fhi^niakioni  obtained' 
in   Belfast,    only  led  to   a  wild-goose  chase  i 
whereas  the  other  would  have  securefd  the  attaln*^ 
ment  of.  its  object. 

I  shair'mention  only  one  other  circumstance^, 
on  this  part  of  the  business.  Mr.  Hi^ighes  swore^ 
beforie  the  committee;  that  *<  Dickson  said  he 
^  woiild  go  from  Mr.  Pdttinger*s  to  Bhllee,  where 
he  was  to  preach  on  Sunday**— thi6  very  Sunday,. 
on  which  he  swore  also  that  Mr*  Keane  called 
on  him.  Now,  as  dr«  Dickson-  was  to  be  at 
Bailee,  by  an  authoritative  appointment,  not 
only  on  Sunday,,  but  on  the  preceding  Saturday^ 
and  Monday  following,  is  it  ..probable  that  be 
mentioned  one  of  these  days  to  Mr^  ^Uughes^^ 
without  speakinj^  of  the  other  two  ?  If  so>  why 
tell  Mr.  Keane— -and,  as  appear^  tell  him  posi^- 
fively^^^^  he  would  find  him  at  Ballinahinch," 
where,  in  conseqioence  o£  his  appointment,  he: 
could  not  possibly  be?      ' 

We  now  come  to  the  last  paragraph  of  M^. 
Hughes*s  information,  in  the  order  of  the  lord's 
report.  "  On  Friday  the  1st.  of  Jun^,  Dicksoiv 
told  him  that  he  was  one  of  the  adjptant  gene- 
rals of  the  united  Irishmen's  forces  in  the  county^ 
bfDown;  and  that  he  (Dickson)  would  go  t(r 
Ballinahinch  and  remain  there  till  Wednesday, 
as  it  was  a  central  place,  from  which  he  could 

issue 


i^sae  his  orders  to  his  officers--»I)icksoa  told  him 

that  the  re^sou  why  he  would  remain  at  B^Hrna^ 

hinch  tiU  Wednesday  was,  that  the  v^ntrim 

colonels  liad  adjourned  till  the  Tuesday,  and  that 

he  could  receive  their  detenaiajatiofi  in  Ballipa- 

ifainch  on  Wedoefiday." 

'  •   .  «      • 

What  a  paragraph  is  here ! ! !    On  considering 

it,  as  it  stands,  and  where  it  stands,  it  ha3  a<^u« 
.rions  aspect^— on  placing  it  where  it  ought  tobe^ 
.and  restoring  the  connexion,  broken  by  the  pre-^ 
*cedii\g  epispde,  1  am  convinced,  my  readers  wrU 
1>e  ^urprised^  astonished,  provoked  !  By  look- 
ing back  to  the  first  paragraph,  they  will  per- 
ceive tbs^t  dr.  Dickson's  vsupposed  fnessage  by 
Mr.  M^gi^  y^^  delivered  to  Mr.  Hughes,  oa 
Friday  th^  Ist.  of  June,  and  that  the  doctor's 
•Commttnication,  according  with  what  "Mr. 
Magin  had  stated^  vvfus  made  to  him,  on  the  same 
:daj/.  Oa  returnjing  to  this  paragraph,  he  will 
£nd  that  it  begins  with :  "  On  Friday  the  1st.  of 
J.^ne,  Dickson  told,  &c.  &c.'*  Hence  the  whole 
jnfo;:niation,  contained  in  both  paragraphs,  must 
|)ave,beeji  Wve;t  toMr.  Hughes  op  the  said  ^^  1st. 
pi  June,  two  days  previous  to  Mr.  Keane's  ^r- 
^y^^frpm  J^ublin  on  Sunday  the  third  of  June, 
wh9itevier  may  have  been  the  order,  in  which 
^aid  ii^formation  may  have  been  conimunicate4 
by  him,  to  the  comoiittee  of  Lord^. 

Dd^  flere 


• 


g04  REV,  DR.  DICKSON'S 

Here,  it  may  naturally  be  asked,  "  why  was 
the  story  of  Mn  Keane  inserte4  in  the  report 
l^efore  this  paragraph  ?** 

The  reason,    to  me,    seems  obvious.  '  Mr. 
Hughes  had  told  his  story,  before  it  was  observed 
by  him,  gener^il  Barber,  before  whom  he  first 
swore,  or  his  other  wise  and  noble  exan^inants 
—the  hereditary  counsellors  of  kings ^^i\iz,t  his 
information  was  mysterious,  defective,  and  good 
fpr  nothing,  without  explanation,  additions  and 
amendments.     It  assigned  no  reason  whatever 
for  dr.  Dickson's  intended  Journey,  nori^nyend 
to  be  accomplished,  either  by  his  going  to,  or 
remaining  at,  Ballinahinch.     This  being  ^iscor 
vered,  it  became  necessary  tp  ransack  the  memo-^ 
ry,  or  stimulate  the  invention  of  Mr.  Hughes, 
anewy  in  order  to  make  something  of  him  and 
\\\%  discoveries.     The  result  of  this  rummage, 
or  stimulation,  or  both,  s^s  stated  in  the  para-, 
graph  under  consideration,  explains  every  mys- 
tery,  supplies  every  defect,  and  accounts  for 
every  resolve,  and  every  movement.    "  Dickson 
tol  •  him  that  Y\e  was  one  of  the  adjutant  gene- 
rals ^c.  &:c.— that  he  would  go  to  Ballinahinch 
^c.  &c.«-*as  it  wa3  a  central  place,  from  Mrhich 
Jie    could    issue  his  orders    to    his    officers-^ 
that    he    woqid    remain    in    Ballinahinch   tiH 
Wednpsday,  because  the  Antrim  colonels  had 

adjourned 
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adjourned  till  the  Tuesday,  and  he  coUld  receive 
tlieir  determination  in  Ballinahinch  on  Wednes- 

Novv^,   admitting  that  dr«  DFckson  was 'one 
of  the  adjutant  generals  of  the  county  of  Down» 
the  first  reason  for  his  going  to,  and  remaining 
at  Ballinahinch,  is  perfectly  competent.     That 
it  was  deemed  the  most  eligible  place  for  head* 
quarters,  the  rebels  proved,  afterwards,  by  fix- 
ing their  standard  there.     Of  the  second  reason 
the  same  may  be  said,  though,  to  an  inattentive 
leader,  its  competency  may  not  be  so  obvious. 
If  such  will  revise  the  first  paragraph,,  of  l;he 
examination.of  Mr.  Hughes,  he  will  see  that  the 
agreement  of  the  twenty  three  colonels  of  the 
county  of  Down,    on  the  31st.     of  May,    to 
*'  commence  the  rebellion,"  was  on  the  condi- 
tion th^t  "  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  the  other 
counties  of  Ulster y  would  act  with  them."   Hence 
an  apparent  necessity  that  an  adjutant  general 
of  the  county  of  Down  should  be  assured  of  the 
co-operation  of  the  other  counties,  before  he 
could  with  propriety,  jssue  any  orders  to  his 
officers  "  to  commence  the  rebellion.'^    Conse- 
quently,    this  reason  for  GENERAL  DiCRSON'S 
''  going  to,    and  remaining  at,    Baliihiahinch> 
until  he  should  receive  the  determination  of  the 
Antrin)  colonels/'  as  assigned  by  Mr.  Hughes, 
.is  equally  proper,  so  far  as  it  extends.     But, 

i(  did  not  extend  fur  enough.    Thepommence- 

ment 
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ment  of  the  rebdlioa  was  not  agreed  to  by  the 
county  of  Down  colonels,  on  the  exclusive 
<:on(lition  of  the  co-operation  of  the'  county  of* 
Antrim,  but  that  of  ^  the  other  counties  of 
Vliftep."  Admitting,  therefore,  that  the  deter* 
miaation  of  the  Antrim  colonels  had  been  fa- 
vorable, <^n  it  be  suppMed  that,  general  Dick- 
son wewild  iiave  presumejl)  on  U  ulone,  to  is- 
«ue  orders  to  his  officers  ^'  to  ooopmence  the  re- 
l^ellion  ;  or  that  tbey  woold  hare  acted  on  such, 
orders;  while  the  detdrminatioii  of  all  the  other 
couuties  of  Ulster  was,  toithem  totally  unknown? 
The  supposition  is  too  wjM  4k)  be  entertained^ 
even  for  a  moment 

Perhaps  it  may  be  said,  in  opposition  to  this 
that  tliese  two  counties  did  ^'  commence  the 
xebellipa/'  without  knowing  the  determination 
of  the  other  counties.  True !  But,  it  is  eq^ually 
true,  60  fa^r  as  I  could  ever  learn,  that  they  did 
6o  without  the  orders  of  any  general— nay^ 
.c<Mitrary  to  the  will^  ^nd  without  the  co-opera* 
aion,  even  of  their  colonels. 

9 

But^  let  us  return  to  the  examinations  of  Mn 
Hughes.  Was  dr.  Dickson  really  an  adjutant 
general?  Mr.  Hughes  has  sworn  that  he  told 
him  so.  And  this  is  the  only  evidence  of  the 
fact,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  has  ever  been  pro- 
duced, or  even  alleged.  Now,  in  what  words 
according  to  the  oath  of  Mn  Hughes,  did  he 

tell 


/ 
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fcrIT  Mttr  so  ?  *' IKcksbn  told  htm  thist  he  W9jt 
&ne  of  the  adjutant  generals  of  the  covnty  ol 
&3wn/*      (hfE  of  the  adjutant    generals!   ! 
This  mist  be  incorreet.    Either  dr.  Dickson, 
w  Mr.  Haghes,  must  have  been  "very  ignorant 
ef,  or  inattentive  to^   the  nilHary  cottstitutiot^ 
of  their  own  body ;  fot,  ifl-  the  'same  report  of 
the  committee  of  lords,   from  which  I  have 
extracted  the  eicamhuitions  of   Mr.   Hughes, 
those  of  Thomas  Addis  Emmet  Esq.  and  dr. 
Mi'Nevin,  taken  on  oatfa>  the  7th.  and  Ilth.  of 
Angust  1798>   shew  thab  there  was  only  ont 
jEuljutant  general  in  each  county.    The  words 
of  IVir.  Emmet  are :  *'  It  was  thought  necessary 
(by  the  executive^)  to  have  an  adjutant  general 
in  each  county  :*'   And  again,  *^  the  colonels 
of  each:  county  retarned  the  names  of  three 
persons  to  the  executive,   who  appointed  one 
of  them  to   act  as  adjutant  general  of  the 
county/'     Dr.  M'Nevin's  are  the  same,  except 
the  word,  sent,"  instead  of  "returned,"     How, 
then,  could  dr.  Dickson  tell  Mr.  Hughes,  not 
that  he  was  adjutant  general,  but  '^  one  of  the 
iadjutant   generals  of  the  county  of   Down  ?'* 
Let  every  reader  answer  this  question  to  himself  ; 
and  judge  of  general  Dickson  and  Mr.  Hughes^ 
accordingly. . 

I  pow  come  to  another  circumstance  in*  this 
paragraph,  which  seems  of  some  importance. 
Mr.  Hughes  \xm  sworn    that    dr.    Dickson^s* 

alleged 
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alleged  reaspti  for  going  to  Ba^ilioai^iach,  vrz/t 
the  coDveniency  of  the  pUcef  frotp  its  ceotral 
fiitoatioii^ .  for  issuing  his  orders  to  his  officers-^ 
and,  for  remaining  there  till  Wedctesda)^,  tha^y 
on  that  day^  he  could  receive  the  determinatioi^  * 
of  the  Antrim  coloneI$»  I^ow,  if  the  receipt 
of  this  deterniination  was  necessary^ ,  previous 
to  the  issue  otfhis  orders^  these  orders  must 
have  been  very  limited,  ior  the  doctor,  now 
dubbed  general,   most  have  had  a  very  high 

^  opinioik  of  bis  own  abilities^  He  didi  not  exj^eqt 
to  receive  the  determination  ti]l  Wednesday. 
Its  arrival  might  be  late  in  the  .day.  And  bis 
stay  was  limited  to  that  day.  .  How^  then,  ^^^^ 
he  suppose  himself  capable  of. preparing  and 
issuing  orders,  thrpugl^  a  large  countyt  and  to 
a  number  of  colonels,  so  great  that  twenty- 
three  constituted  only  a  part^  in  ope  day,  or 
rather,  a  few  hours  of  one  day  ?  This  seems 
to  imply  some  difficulty,  even  supposing.  Ixjis 
waiting  the  return  of  his  couriers  totally  unne- 
cessary;      However  this  diificulty  is  removed 

'  by  adverting  to  a  simple  fact  The  duty  of 
adjutant  general  was  strictly  confined,  to  the 
communicatian  of  such  useful  knowledge  as  h? 
Goutd  procure,  on  subjects  particularly  specified, 
to  the  executive  exclusively,  and  in  like  manner, 
to  communicate  milita*'y  orders  from  them,  and 
from  tlieift  alone.  Hence,  general  Dickson 
could  be  in  no  diiTicnlty  about  the  **  issue  of  his 
orders.     He  could  have  none  mcbto  issue;  .nev 

could 


could  he  b«ve  any  o^ial  cani^exiQO  with  the 
getting  of  the  colooeU  of  tlie  county  of  AiUriip> 
or  of  ^y  other  e.oux^ty  in  Ulster.  This  I  assqrt^ 
'  on  the  authority  of  the  reports  9Q  oXten  .quoted } 
and  leave  mv  readers.  a9  before,  to  form  their 
own  Opinions. 

Prolix  ^  I  may  have  be^n^^  on  the  matter  of 
Mr.  Hughes'  examinations^  a  circumstance, 
most  perplexing,  yet  remains  fpr  consideration. 
Mr.  Hughes  swears  tbat^  "  as  he  (Dickson)  kneiv 
•there  was  to  have  been  a  meeting  of  the  cplonels  ^ 
of  the  county  of  Aatrim  that  day^  Dickson 
wisi^ed  to  know  whether  he  had  heard  any  thin^ 
froni  ii-^he  said  he  had  not  heard  pf  the  meet- 
ing/'  Again,  '<  Dickson  told  him  that  the 
reason  why  he  would  remain  at  B^UynahiQch 
till  Wedpesday  wa^,  that  the  Antrim  colonels 
had  adjourned  till  the  Tuesday/'  And  "  Dick-  v 
son  requested  him  to  send  him  intelligence,  to 
Mr.  Pottinger'4  of  what  should  be  done  ia  the 
Antrim  meetiog/^ 

I  have  called  the  circumstance,  now  repealed; 
'*  perplexing/'  I  cannot  review  it  without 
perplexity.  This,  howai^er,  does  not  ari?e 
lirom  its  obscurity,  but  from  the  confusion;  in* 
consistency,  and  self-contradiction,  with  which 
the  relation  of  it  is  so  strongly  marked.  He 
;pot  xinly  asserted  repeatedly  in  words^  i)ut 
awore  thrice^  »t  three  very  different  times,  and 

£  e  b«fore 
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•  before  three  tribunals,  tothesameibcotKistencfes 
and  contradictions.     He  swore  that  dr.  Dick- 

•  son  came  to  him  the  IsL  of  June,  desiring  in- 

•  formation  from*  him  respecting*  a  meeting  of  co- 
Ibnels— thtrt  dr.  Dickson  gave  him  the  veiy  in- 
formation which  he  expressed  a  wish  to  procure 
•^and  after  having  given  him  this  information^ 
dr.  Dickson,  on  partings  requested  the  same  in- 
formation to  be  sent  after  him  &c/''  Now,  if 
these  words  do  not  express  contradictions,  I 
cannot  conceive  what  the  word'  ^^  contradic- 
tion" means.  '  Andif  swearing  to  these  words 
does  not  constitute  perjury^  I  am  equally  at  a 
loss  to  know,  wherein  perjury  consists.     Howe- 

.  ver,.  sbouIcE  it  be  deemed  peifury^  let  it  be  ob- 
served that  this  is  the  second  instance  in  whicli. 

.  Mr.  Hughes  stand's  selfr convicted  of  thatcrime,, 
in  his  examinatioa  respectmg.  dr.  Dicksbu^e  a^ 
published-  by  authoriiy. 

To  account  for  all  thi?,  so  far  ar  it  respects 
Mr.  Hughes,  let  i(  be  remembered  that,  whea 
he  was  smuggled   into  the  stove,    where,  dr. 
Dickson,  was  put  uuder  a  sweating  course  in  the 
.  provost- prison,  he  was  deranged^  or  affected  to 
be  so:-  that  he  wa»  carried  off  daily  for  a  few 
J  hours,,  no  doubt  to  aRow  him  an  opportunify 
.  of.  bpeat/iing  a  belter  air  :  that,,  during  these 
bourse  none  of  his  fellow-prisoners  were  admit- 
ted, lest  their  breath  should  affect  him :  and 
that  on  these  occasions^  general  Barber  was 

his 
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liis  ipr iiicipal  narse-tender.     In  such  a  situa* 
tion,  it  may  be  supposed  that  general  Barber ; 
might  ask  him  some  questit>ns^    and,    as  bia 
,case  -WM  alarming,  might  require  a  coaficroatioa 
of  his  answers  by  au  oath.  ■  Hence>  his  incon- 
sistencies and  contradictions  may  be  aaeribifil 
to  a  conffiifed  recolleo^ion^   nervous  agitailJioDi» 
temporarj^  derangement,  or  palsy  of  the  mind, : 
airising  from  terror.     Once  involved  in  tbese^ ' 
and  entangled  by  this  oath,  lie  coold  not  recede.  > 
To  recede  would  have  been,  not  only  to  forfirit . 
his  honor  as  a  real  penitent  and  faithful  witness ;  • 
bpt  to  embrace  the  lamp4ron  and  the  hatcket,  as 
the  reward  of  his  virtuesi,  and  o^Iy  remaining 
pQrtion  of  his  inheritance, 

i 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  agitatioa» 
derangement,  or  mental  palsy  of  Mr.  Hughes; 
ajid  however  uniform  and  inveterate  the  disorder 
of  his  mind  may  have  continued  for  two  months  $  ^ 
we  cannot  suppose  that  all  the  members  of 
the  secret  committee  of  lords— nay,    that  all* 
the  members  of  both  houses  of  parliament; 
and  all  the  law-officers  of  the  crown,   inclu^ 
ding  even  their  clerks   were  as  stupified,   or 
palsied  in  intellect,  as  he  appears  to  have  been* 
TThat  then  are  we  to  suppose  ?  Let  us  suppose 
the  best.    That  is,  that  they  were  all  so  deeply 
axid  unceasingly  immersed  in  a  great  eventful 
political  project,  that  they  had  neither  eyes,  ears,* 
ox  common  sense  to  perceive  the  absurdities, 

£  e  2  inconsistencies, 
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itTM^MsWnded,  and  self-cocrtradTctions  ofJohti 
Hogh^s  atiii  hts  fellcyv^-laborers  for  thte  dhurch- 
yard,  or  the  sid^s  of  the  Itir^s  highw^s.  These 
even  if  implteftljr  receired,  anrf  aictcd  on  to  the 
uimosft,  eouM  only  reli^te  them  from  thd 
iih^tldeQtie  bf  a  feiV  itidividaais  hostile  to 
tteir^iews.  Theother*,  if  diitceecieditt,  tfr'otiU 
not  only  disltorthen  their  eonhfry  of  An  impe-' 
rial  crOitn^  AnA  secure  it  agarnst  the  protracted 
curse  of  8  nsetionaljegislatnre;  but  gratify  their 
own  ufiqualffitd  lore  of  tlreir  native  sail,  by  con- 
demmitig  a  great  majority  of  themselves,  ancf 
tkeinmcef SOPS  for  ever,  to  languish  on  its  sorfilce^ ' 
or  riot  on  its  {>roduce,  clothed  with  well  earned 
contempt,  pious  execralion,  and  nnenvied  poli-* 
tical  insignificance^ 

Oa  the  whole  of  what  I  have  stated ;  ah4 
OR  the  opposition  that  tny  readers  have  a 
inedmite  stiare  of  cofmnoti*srense}  I  ask,  coul4 
any  thtn^  above  stupidity,  ignorance,  or  insani«> 
ty,  have  enconraged  or  received  any  part  of  the 
exattvinvitions  of  John  Hnghes  «r^  iirfbrmaliant 
Could  aity  thing  'short  of  the  same  mental 
defects  or  derangement;  or  an  inattentionji 
unpardonable  in  counsellors  of  a  crown,  legis- 
lators of  a  kingdom,  and  guardians  of  the' 
l>rt»perty,  lives,  and  liberties,  of  a  nation^ 
«iGeoiinl  fiyr  then*  pubttcation  to  the  world,  as 
qontainrng  evidence  to  vrminate  %ny  human  he* 
ing?  N«y,  I  ask,  nrust  not  the  gQV€?rnment,  or 

uaderlingsr 
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iinflcrliiig^  mtnisteri  widii  or  nnirpiiig  -  and 
ejperoi^big  its  ponnsr^,  wUcb  aeted  oQ^ftaok  iflip; 
foFdtatkid,  to  the  tKatresiB  aM  ndnl  ^anof  JnAt' 
fiduals  aad  f[iikici;te» ;'  ^b4  eveii  toi  the  pvivatuMi^ 
of  life;  be  ofaarged  with' blind  .crad^Uky^  miat' 
gtnded  pasmon^  peraonal  enmilyii  or  ^gratttitow^ 
malioe?  These  qoe^tidns  I  dof  aot:  otefioe  W 
the  adrooales  #r  tJw  <Mp^oa6nts  of  the  knimstera 
aad  Ie§idators;of  thai  da/.  Totheteselrat^  <»r 
Mch  ^of  Iheov  ag  prondaice  yet  premtftB^  1 
freelj  propose  iftem.  Let  iiMth  anawar,  aa  at  • 
^isre  day  Uiey  must  answer^  aad  their  addtvfieia 
$baU  hi  deciitre. 

^  *  *  * 

*With  respect  to  dr.  Diobsoa,  there  can  b&buk 
one  opinion,  in  this  matter.    From  the  «Kami« 
nations   of  Hughes'^the  only    examinaltioiai 
pointing  at  him,  an  authenticated  report  of  which 
lias  yet  reached  my  eye  or  ear-*»even  a  shade  of 
crim'mality  does  not  att^^ch  to  his  character,. 
Every  thing,  which  can  be  darkened  into  such, 
rest  entirely  on  words  attributed  to  himself; 
and  which,  if  spoken,  conveyed  afalsekaaod.    In 
fact,  after  all  the  eager,  insidious,  virulent,  and 
long- protracted  attempts,  which  have  been  made 
to  purchase,  create  or  ex0rt,  evidence  against 
him,  he  is  represented,  even  now,  to  have  been 
his  OWN,    and  his  ONLY,    supposed  accuser. 
And  this,  notwithstanding  the  publicity  of  his 
character  and  conduct,  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  in  the  county  of  Down^  and  the  con- 
sequent 
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sisquent  iotfimcy  with  which  be  was  known  hy 
xnttitftadesy  of  every  rank,  professions  andde** 
iHmimatioii,*-^ffoni  the  highest  to  the  lowest--* 
irom  -the  peer  to'  the  peasant-— and  from  the  bi-*' 
shop  to  the  beadle;  -And,  not  withstand  mg  the 
extension x>f  hi^  connexions  and  intimacy  with- 
the  populous  town  of  Belfast ,  a  considerable 
partotf  the  county  of  Antrim  ;  to  many  other 
persons'atid  places  in  Ulster^  and  not  .a  few  in 
Leinster,  including  the  city  of  I>abK«.  1  say 
notwithstanding  att  these,  dr.  Dickon  appears 
«s  fats  own  oMjf  accuser !  I  say,  fartlier  that  he 
challenges  the  whole  surviving  train  of>  his  per* 
aecutors  and  calumniators,  the  rev.  John  Cie« 
land  not  excepted,  to  convict  him  ;  or  bring 
forward  a  credible  witness,  who  shall  convict 
Kim  i  of  any  ^ct,  as  a  man,  as  a  member  of  the 
siiate,  or  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  for  which 
virtue  will  disclaim  him,  religion  chill  him  with 
a  frown,  or  his  country  brand  bim  with  the  odt- 
oHs  character  of  an  enemy  to  her  rights,  or  an 
apostate  from  her  interests. 


•\ 
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'  HAVING  CONCLUDED  I^Y  RRVffiW 

r     OP  THB 

EXAMINATION  OF  MS.  HUGHES^ 

BEFORE  THE  COMMITTEE  OF^LORD^r 

I  consoled  myself  with,  ttie  hopc^tbat  I<liad 
done  with  examinations  of  blm,  and  all  strch. 
However^  some  time  afler^  I  was  conviuced  of 
the  contrary.  On  reading,  it  \o  a  friend,  be 
i^ked  me,  with  seeming  astonisbmeut,  whetbe^ 
I  did  not.  kwm  of  other  elaminatione,  bj^foi^ 
the  secret  committees^  in  which  I  was  implica^ 
jbed;  I  answered  in  the  negative.  He  then  told 
me  that,  though  be  had  not.  seen  their  reporti, 
lie  could  Bssttre  me  that  they  contained  a  long 
examination  of  Kiphola^  Magin^  before  the  com^ 
mittee  of  the  honse  of  common?,  ki  which*  my 
name  was  introduced ;  adding  that,  if  I  parsed 
it  imAOticed,  \t  might  be  concluded  that  it  cpn« 
tained  infofmatioa  against  mit,  which  I  could 
not  refute,  and  therefore,  dared  not  to  meet 

Impressed  with  the  justness  of  thi&obseFvation^ 
I  delayed  the  publication  of  my  narrative>  till  I 
should  procure  a  sight  of  this  report  y  which 
proved  a  ma^er  pf  much  greater  difficulty  thait 
I  could  bf^ye  imagined.  It  was  not  to  be  (bond 
in  the  cijrcle  of.  those  stigmatized,  as  my  friends, 

or 
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or  supposed  to  be  sucb.  However,  after  long 
dcfla)rj  laid  mw/  i^uiriej^j  H  wM  obtitUi^  .in 
one  of  the  most  extensive  ofllced  of  intelligence, 
in  the  North  of  Ireland;  but  an  office  from 
wb)cb  the  mi^ndnte  of  cruelty  i\e|rer  issued ;  and 
put  into  my  had  on  Che  4th.  of  September  1810^ 
and  not  before. 

During  my  search,  I  was  surprised  at  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  the  book.  '  After  reading 
it^  I  was  m6re  surprised  that  it  could  possibly  be 
procured.  And,  thaughit^  no  doubt,  contains 
much  welNfounded  information,  and  many  au«- 
Ihentic  documents,  yet  it  contains  also  so  much 
matter,  rising  infinitely  above,  and  eKteoding 
far  beyond,  alt  foundation  and  aH  aathority^ 
that  it  should  never  have  been  presented  to  the 
eye,  or  entrusted  to  the  hand,  of  the  digu£ected. 
The  whole  edition  should  have  been  purchased, 
by  the  friends  of  the  then  existtng  minister,  so« 
cial  order,  regular  government,  and  the  }i;^t)m#/ 
independence  of  Ireland,  sacrificed  to  Moloch, 
by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman— the  of- 
ficiating priest  of  the  day :  or  bought  up  by 
those,  who  abetted,  and  acted  on,  such  infor« 
matiou  a3  that  of  Hughes  i^nd  Magin;  to  be 
bound  with  sir  Eichard  Musgrave's  history  of 
the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  secured  in  their^bureausy 
^nd  veaerved  for  their  aihyisem^  in  the  day  of 
afflictipn>  and  the  consolatioh  pf  their  souls  on 
the  bed  of  death.    This  idea,  I  trost,  I  have 

fully 
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fully  justified,  so  far  ag  the  examination  of 
Joho  Hughe4>  before  the  committee  of  Lords, 
is  concerned ;  and  we  shall  ^on  se^,  whether^ 
and  how  far,  that  of  Mr.  Magin  tends  to  it3 
support; 

Mr.  Magin's  information  is  Jbrought  forward 
hy  a  preface,  which  displays  the  most  scrupu- 
lous and  ardent  zeal  to  establish  his  competency 
as  a  witness;  and  the  correctness  of  the  papers^ 
verified!  by  the  OATH  of  the  rev  John  Cleland, 
and* presented  to  the  committee,  as  containing 
the  exact  information  communicated  to  hin)> 
from  time  to  timey  by  Magin ;  .or,  as  tiis  name 
is  there  spelled>  '/  Maguan.  Said  preface  |s  a^ 
follows ; 

•  No.  14— «  the  infotmation  contained  iri  i\{\$ 
iiuiiiibef  of  the  appendix  was  Received  fronjt 
Nicholas  Maguan,  6f  Saintfield,  in  the  county 
6f  Dowt]f,  who  was  himself  ai  member  of  the 
provincial  add  county  committ^e^,  aind  al^  a 
'coltfnel  in  the  rHiiitary  iysterii  of  united  IHsh^ 
tnen.  He  was  present  at  each  of  the  Meetings 
of  which  an  account  Is  hefe  given  ;  and  from 
time  to  time;  iitlmediittety  after  each  Aieeting, 
communicated  what  passed  thereat  to  the  rev. 
John  Cleland,  a  magistrate  of  the  said  county.  ^ 
The  {Person  giving  the  information  has  since 
Verified  it  upon  oath  before  the  committee  of 
the  lords ;  and  Mr.^  Cleland  has  likewise  sworh 

F  f  •  that 
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that  the  papers  presented  to  the  committee  eoni- 
tain  the  exact  in£ormation  so  communicated  t» 
him  by  Kfeguafch."^ 

Surely,  if  externat  circumstances  can  sttnvp 
(my  information  with  credit,  that  given  by  . 
Maguan^.  eomnritted  to  writing  aiid  sanctioned, 
on  oath,  by  Mr.  Cleland,  a  clergyman  and  a  ma- 
gistrate, must  be  credibte.  He  (Maguan)  is« 
represented  as  high  in  office;  both  civil  and" 
military  y  and  therefore,  may  be  supposed  of 
sound  mind.  He  was  an  eye  and  ear  witness  of 
all  that  he  attested,  and  made  his  communica- 

m 

tiotis  to  the  rev.  John  Cleland,  Ji'om  time  to  timCy 
immediately  ^fter  each  meeting  which  he  atten* 
ded*  Hence  slips  of  memory  can  scarcely  be 
auipected,  even  though  he  had  neglected  notes,, 
on  the  spot,  of  what  passed  at  each  of  thes^- 
meetings^  And  the  rev.^^  Joha  Cleland  swore- 
that  '^  the  papers,  presented  by  hira  to  the^ 
committee;  contained  the  exact  information  so- 
communicated  to  him  by  MaguAn."  This^ 
certainly,  give$  the  contents  of  the3e  papers^ 
extended  as  they  are,  and  embracing  a  gFoat 
variety  of  persons  and  things  of  no  ip^an  consir 
deration,  an  air  of  authenticity  truly  imposing* 
Indeed,  the  extent  and  variety  of  their  matter 
are  so  great,  that  I  cannot  let  thiem  pass  unn^ 
ticed.  Though  the  time  of  action  comprehends^ 
only  thirteen  months  and  twenty  one  days,  the^ 
detail  the  transactions  of  fourteen  provincial 

meetings ; 
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^neetings  -,  sixteen  county  meetings,  and  oine 
meetings  of  colonels^  or  of  captains^  at  aU  which 
Mr.  Magin  must  have  attended ;  besides  pro- 
vincial reports^  returns  of  men^  womeni  money, 
arms,  and  ammanrition,  communications  with 
^France,  and  a  letter  from  united  Britons.  Nor 
are  the  st3'le  and  arrangement  unworthy  of  the 
€ubject.  "Though  these  are  not  perfectlj'  clas- 
sical or  correct,  I  am  fully  coxiviuced,  there  is 
not  a  man  in  Ireland,  of  Mr.  Magin's  education 
opportunities,  and  connexions,  equal  to  such 
dictation  otsucb  a  rrd/a/,«— EXCEPT  himself;. 

But,  be  iiM  as  it  nay,  though  Bumber  14 
occupies  thirty  pages  large  octavo,  in  a  smaU 
4ype,  «nd  widi  narrow  mai^in  -,  and  though  it 
j^ecords  fio  many  meetings,  it  does  not  mention 
dr.  Dickson  as  present  at^  or  privy  to^  any  one 
of  these  meetings ;  Beither  does  it  mention,  or 
even  lUltide  to  btiii»  as  l>oldiog  any  office  deriv* 
ed  from,  or  connected  with,  united  irishmen. 
His  Barney  indeed,  appears  twke  in  the  last 
mne  lined  of  Mr.  Magin's  information ;  but  this 
is  only  in  tive  mention  of  a  report,  which  had 
reached  a  meeting  of  colonels,  assembled  some 
where  or  other  on  the  3th.  of  June,  that  he  had 
been  taken  prisoner  at  Ballinahinch,  on  the 
preceding  evening,  and  that  the  people  t^ere 
bad  a  conditional  intention  to  rescue  him. 

F  f  2  Bat, 
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But,  that  Mr.  Magin's  information  may  ap- 
pear in  its  own  colors,  and  rpst  on  its  own  base^ 
I  shall  transcribe  the  whole  passage,  respecting 
the  two  last  meetings,  of  lyhich  he  m^kes  men- 
tion ;  and,  of  which  it  can  be  pcesumed,  evei^ 
from  the  examinations  of  Mr  Hughes,  th^t  dr. 
Dickson  had  any  knowledge. 

f*  Meeting  of  colonels— May  3 1st.— -Saintfield. 

Persons  assembled  [their  names]  represented 
ten  reginients ;  they  received  the  provincial 
reports,  and  generally  determined  to  act;  seve- 
ral messages  passed  between  the  different  colo- 
nels, as  to  this  resolution ;  a  few  days  after  this 
an^  adjutant  general  resigned,  and  at  a  meeting 
where  twenty  three  colonels  were  assembled, 
only  two  refolved  for  aiotion,  and  the  other 
twenty  one  declared  they  would  not  ^LCt  on  any 
plan  but  on  the  invasion  of  the  French  or  success 
to  the  efforts  of  the  insurgent^  about  Dublin. 
They  are  to  meet  again  on  Tuesday  next  to 
elect  a  new  adjutant  general,  and  to  hear  the 
situation  of  the  other  provinces.  The  adjutant 
general  for  the  county  of  Down  proposed  to  take 
up  his  head-quarters  at  Ballinahinch,  and  to 
make  it  the  place  of  rendezvous  fqr  the  forces  of 
the  county  pf  Down. 

On  the  5th.  June  me$$age$  past  between  the 
adjutant  general  of  Down  and  the  colonels  j 

th^y 
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tUey  urged  the  adj  utant  general  to  {^ut  the  coanty 
of  Down  in  motion,  or  that  if  he  declined  it 
they  would  find  a  man  who  could  do  so.  A 
message  was  received  and  delivered  upon  oath 
that  the  county  of  Antrim  intended  seizing  on 
the  magistrates  assembled  in  Antrim  at  the 
sessions  as  hostages,  at  the  beginning  of  their 
rising.  It  was  ordered  that  an  express  should 
be  sent  to  all  the  colonels  of  the  count  v  of 
iDown,  commanding  them  to  collect  their  regi- 
ments as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  same  time ; 
at  this  time  an  account  was  brought  that  dr. 
Dickson  was  made  a  prisoner  in  Ballinabinch 
about  nine  o'clock  yesterday  evening  by  Iqrd 
Annesley's  yeomen.  At  first  it  was  resolved  to 
wait  the  result  of  the  meeting  of  the  new  ex-^ 
ecutive  at  Dallymena  on  the  8th.  June;  they 
dispersed  for  the  present^  and  concealed  them- 
selves; afterwards  attempts  were  made  lo  pre- 
vail^ on  persons  to  take  the  chief  command. 
The«people  of  Balllnahtnch  were  of  opinion 
they  could  rescue  Dickson  the  moment  the 
county  meant  to  act,  and  it  was  their  intention 
so  to  do." 

Having  faithfully  presented  this  extract  to 
my  readers,  I  must  now  crave  their  attention  to 
the  only  partof  its  contents,  which  can  be  sup»- 
posed  to  glance  at  dr.  Dickson.  **  a  few  days  after 
the  31st.  of  May  an  adjutant  general  resign- 
ed—Tuesday the  5th.  of  June  was  appointed 

for 
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fi>r  iht  e1ecti<m  of  a  sciccecsor— that  deCti^n 
niMt  have  taken  place^  as»  at  some  time  otk 
Khat  day,  the  county  of  Down  had  an  adjutant 
gefierjd--«ay !  and  that  general  was  a  poltroon, 
who  alter  messages  having  passed  between  him 
and  the  colonels  Urging  him  to  put  the  county 
<!^f  Dawn  in  mottoti,  and  threatening  him  ^ith 
being  isup^rseded  if  he  did  not,  refused^  or  he^i* 
tated  so  to  do,** 

Now,  that  general  Dickson  was  not  that 
p6]tro<Hi>  Mr.  Magin's  testimony  fully  proves. 
For  even  supposing  Dickson  to  have  been  absent 
ivi^en  ellected;  supposing  that  the  urging  and 
threatening  was  by  message ,  surely  the  colonels, 
during  this  correspoodeHce,  mustbave,  at  least, 
known  by  their  messengers,  where  he  was,  and 
in  what  situation  he  was.  Yet,  of  both  they 
were  totally  ignorant^  nor  does  it  appear  th^ 
he  was  either  spokea  or  ihougkt  of,  during  the 
4ay,  until  ^  an  account  was  brouglit  that  dr. 
Dickson  was  made  a  prisoner  in  Ballinahinch 
about  iline  o'clock  yesterday  evening  s"  on  the 
receipt  of  which  they  believed  it  so  firmly  that 
*'  they  dispersed  and  concealed  themselves/* 

As  a  iarther  proof  of  this  their  ignorance,  rea- 
pectrng  dr.  Dickson,  be  it  observed  that  the 
&bCco«rit  was  totaUg  void  of  tnUb,  and  could  not 
ffoissibly  have  excited  either  alarm  or  terror  had 
'Ihey  known  any  thing  about  him.     He  did  not 

arrive 


.  NARRATIVE.  2S9 

arrive  ia  Ballinahinch  iintil  after  ten  a'cfock  pii 
the  evening  of  June  the  4th.  that  is,  more  than 
an  hour  after  Uip  reported  tiin^of  his  arrest  j 
sind  that  arrest  did  noi:  take  place  until  uioe 
b*clock  on  the  evening    fallowing— prqtjably 
several  houFS  after  tlie  colonels  bad  dispersed, 
and  concealed  themselves,    accordii^g' to  Mr. 
Magtn^s  inforniation.    Read  this  -aiid  wonder, 
ye  children  of  credulity!*'  Read  i't  and  repent, 
yfe  dsemons  of  persecution!    Surely,  none  pf 
you  will  henceforth  assert  that  dr  Dickson  was 
an  adjutant  general  of  the  county  of  Down  the 
dth.  pf  Jun^  \  or  repeat  the  conijpliiiotefit  paid 
him  by  Mr.  Follock;    *^  th^(  he  wf^  not  a 
coward^  lik^  the  ^w^ra/%  of  (us  brethren  l^Hc 
WQs  taken  (tt  his  post!'* 

"Should  it  be  said  that,  tl>ough  he  neither  z»;a^ 
XkOT  cauld  be  x\iQ  poltroon  ^6\\ex9\,  notwithstand- 
ing Mr.  Pollock's  firm  belief  of  the  contrary,  he 
'may  have  been  the  resigning  general.    The  (Ques- 
tion put  to  dr  Dickson  by  Mr.  Pollock;  **  whe- 
ther be  had  not  received  a  commission  as  such, 
at  Killincby,  in  presence  of  Mr.  Magin;''  and 
that,   proposed  to  Mr.  Thomson,    by  the  rev. 
John  Cleland,  "  Whether  he  was  not  one  of  a 
deputation,  from  the  county  of  Down  commit- 
tee>  who  gave  the  doctor  a  high  appointment, 
at  Killiqchy  fair/'  together  with  the  oath^  of 
Mr.  Hughes  that  dr.  Dickson  told  him^  on  the 
1st.    of  June  that  he  was  one  of  the  adjutant 

generals 


generals  o^  the  c6uniy  of  Dowd ;  as  already' 
fitaXed,  give  a  plausibility  to  such  saying.  But 
fhts  must  be  all  done  away  by  the  recollection 
that  Mr.  Magin's  testimony,  which  gave  rise  to 
both  questions,  and  constitutes  the  wliole  of 
Mr.  Cleland^s  book  of  chronicles,  is  overturned 
by  the  single  fact^  that  he  (Magin)  was  not  in 
or  n^^r  Killincby,  on  the  day  assigned  for  the 
delivery  of  the  commission  in  question ;  and 
that  of  Mr.  Hughes,  by  the  knowledge  thf^t 
there  could  not  be  more  ihaji  one  adjutant  general 
jn  any  county  at  the  same  time>    . 

Some  additional  fight  ib  thrown  on  this  pai^t 
of  the  subject  by  another  fact.  Though  Mr. 
Magin^s  information  gives  an  account  of  thirty 
nine  meetings  which  he  attended,  in  less  ih^h 
/ourteen  months,  it  does  not  mention  or  aUude 
to  any  meeting  of  any  kind,  at  Killincby,  dur- 
ing that  period.  Yet  I  consider  myself  antho- 
/ised  to  affirm  that  a  meeting  of  colonels  wa»- 
^olden  there,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Afay 
1798,  being  the  day  of  a  fair.  Nowy  if  such 
meeting  was  really  holden  there,  why  did  not 
Mr.  Magin  report  it  to  Mr.  Clelahd  as  he  did 
the  others  f  If  he  did  report  it,  why  does  not 
the  report  appear  in  Mr.  Cleland's  *^  exact  com* 
munication  of  the  information  given  him  ?" 

To  these  it  may  be  answered,  that  the  report, 
^0  far  as  related  to  dr.   Dickson's  commission, 

was 
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HivM  ejtposed,  as  a  fable,  to  Mr.  Pollock^  in  the 
month  of  June;  that,  in  all  probability^  this 
exposure  was  communicated  immediately  to  Mr. 
Gleland,  as  all  Mr.  Magin's  former  informations 
had  been  I  and  that^  as  Mr.  Cleland's  papers 
were  not  presented  to  the  committee  of  the  house 
of  commons  until  the  17th  Julyj  he^  as  a  faith- 
ful recorder  of  truth  for  the  public  good,  toot 
advantage  of  the  intermediate  time  to  expunge 
the  whole  Killinchy  chapter  from  his  invaluable 
r  ecord  knowing  thsit  the  smallest  intermixture 
of  fable  weakens  the  credit,  and  defeats  the  end^ 
of  the  most  veritable  history^ 

# 

There  is  yet  another  circumstance^  in  the 
preceding  extract,  which  seems  .rather  unac- 
countable. A  few  days  after  the  3l9t  May  an 
adjutant-general  resigned,  and  ofn  the  5th«  June 
a  successor  was  chosen^  Nqw^  that  all  justice 
may  be  done  to  Mr^  Magin^  I  shall  suppose 
these  few  days  to  have  been  only  two,  or  erea 
part  of  two.  In  this  case,  the  resignation  must 
have  taken  place  on  Saturday,  June  2d.  This 
leaves  only  two  days  for  ^mmoning  the  colonel^ 
of  the  county;  for  their  assembling  from  aU 
quarters,  and  holding  the  meeting  at  which  they 
appointed  J une  £th  for  their  new  election*  The 
county  of  Down  is  of  very  considerable  extent, 
and  we  must  suppose  the  summons  nearly  of  the 
same  exsent,  as,  on  the  spur  qf  the  moment^ 
twenty-three  colonels  attended— a  number  une- 
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qiiaHed  in  any  one  of  the  thirty-eigkt  preriotn^ 
meetings,  at  whieh  Mr.  S&gin  ivas  present. 
Htence,  we  n^ust  conelude  thai  the  e^tpresses, 
announcing  the  resignation/  used  all  possible 
expedition;  and*  that  the  colonels  must  hav6 
been  equally  ei^>editk>iiB  in  harrying  to  their 
place  oi  meeting  y  else  they  eouM  not  have  had 
time  for  the  business  said  to  have  bees  there 
transacted. 

8tti>  wpposingi  all  tbin^  effacted^  bow  coutti 
tliese  c^looeli  presume  to  el^ct  aii.  adjutant 
general  ^  The  instructioft  o£  th^  p^viacial 
meeting,  February  27th,  1798*^  runs  thus  r 
^  The  colonels  ia  each  county  are  to  matte  out 
ft  list  of  the  nanes^  of  persons-to  actf  as.  adjutant 
generals,  to  be  sealed  up  and  returned  through 
the  medium  of  the  provincial,  or  any  other 
authentic  channel  z''^  and  Messrs.  Emmet  and 
M'Nevin*  have  sworn  that  this  was^  the  usual 
mode  of  procedure..  Their  word^  are :  ^*  The 
colonels  of  each  county  returned  the  names  of 
three  persons  to  the  executive,  one  of  whom  was 
appointed,  b^  the  CMcutive,  ftdfutant-general  of 
the  county*'^ 

This  instruction  and  practice  contrasted  with 
Mr.  Magin's  statement  present  a  perplexing 
dilemn^o.  Should  we  admit  tiiat  Mr.  Magin 
had  inadvertently  made  such  a  blunder  i»  respect 
to  the  electors  of  an  adjuta&t- general,  as  Mr. 

Hughes 
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Hughes  bad  done  about  the  number  of  suck 
<genepals  in  each,  county;  and  that  the  Down 
^olooels^hadgoue  through  the  routioe  prescribed^ 
it  must  be  evident  tliat  this  could  not  possibly 
have  been  effected  in  the  time  mentianed.  Oa 
the  other  hand,  tf  Mr,  Magin's  statement  be 
correct,  these  same  colonels  were  guilty,  ne^ 
^only  of  departing  from  instruction^  but  vio« 
lating  the  constitution  of  the  united  body^  end 
thereby  liable  to  such  pains  and  penalties  a^ 
their  executive  might  think  proper  to  inflict. 
Whieh  of  these  may  have  been  the  case  I  dftre 
not  presume  to  determine ;  though  I  am  inclined 
to  favor  the  lattet-,  for  different  reasons*  Firsts 
ihe  former  goes  to  charge  Mr.  Magin  with  a 
direct  falsehood,  or  the  excfct  communicator  of 
bis  information  with  want  of  exactness;  while 
the  latter  leaves  the  credit  of  both  untouched* 
Secondly  j  some  of  these  twenty-three  colonels^ 
in  such  a  county  as  Down^  must  have  read  a 
little  modern  bistory.  In  such  reading  they 
could  not  ovorlook  glaring  instances  of  consti*- 
tutions  violated ;  powem  ieyond,  above,  andd(?n.* 
irary  to  /aro  exercised;  military  turned  loose 
under  military  magistrates;  and  terror,  tdrture, 
desolation  and  death,  spread  far  aed  widej 
^  while  the  devisers,  abettors,  and  perpetratorsi, 
of  the  whole,  were  secured  against  every  paia' 
^d  p6naJty^  eltcept  the  la$bes  of  their  own 
eonsoience^  amd  the  execratioti  of  the  world, 
by  Oils  (f  indemnity  issuing  from  a  tender- 

G  ^  ^  hearted 
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hearted  indulgent  legislature.  Admits  then^ 
that  some  might  be  damped 'by  fear  of  pains 
and  penalties,  may  we  not  suppose  that  one  of 
these  half-read  historians,  after  reciting  some 
examples  of  such  violations,  and  such  indemnity, 
might  have  addressed  his  brother -colonels  in 
fiome  such  words  as  these:  "  Ye  know  that  all  I 
have  told  you  is  true.  Why,  then  should  we  be 
afraid  ?  This  is  no  time  to  boggle  at  shadows. 
This  d  >-d  resignation  threatens  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  sy<tem,  and  the  demolition  of  our 
hopes,  if  not  immediately  counteracted  by  the 
election  of  a  successor,  through  whom  our  com^ 
munication  with  the  executive  may  be  kept  up. 
The  urgency  of  the  case  admits  of  no  delay.  Let 
us,  therefore,  meet  on  Tuesday,  and  proceed  to 
the  election.  It  will  be  only  a  small  deviation 
from  an  instruction  in  a  niatter  of  mere  form  : 
and  if,  under  old  governments,  plunder,  torture, 
sacrilege,  and  murder— not  to  speak  of  trans-* 
mission  to  tenders,  arbitrary  confinement,  and 
perpetual  exile--«have  been  screened  by  bills  of 
indemnity,  surely  our  new  government,  having 
considered  our  zeal,  the  purity  of  our  motives, 
^nd  the  merit  of  our  services,  will  not  withhold 
from  us  a  bill  of  indemnity,  when  our  measures 
fhall  be  crowned  ivith  success.^* 

In  the  preceding  review  of  Mr.  Magin'sinfor* 
tiiation,  as  exactly  commCinicated  by  the  rev. 
John  Cleland,  I  trust  it  will  be  admitted  that  I 

haye 
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have  treated  both  gentlemen,  not  bnly  wiih 
candor,  but  with  kindness— with  candor,  in  stat- 
ing  the  information  of  the  former  in  the  exact 
words  sworn  to  by  the  latter— with  kindness, 
in  endeavouring  to  reconcile,  or  remove,  the. 
seeming  inconsistencies  which  they  contain. 
Under  this  impression  I  would  willingly  have 
taken  leave  of  them :  but  the  volume  before  me 
obliges  me  to  keep  Mr.  Magin  a  little  longer  jn 
Ti^w^  as  it  contains  a  document,  of  which  I  had 
never  heard  until  the  book  came  into  my  hands. 
This  is  entitled,  "  extracts  from  the  examina- 
tions of  John  Hughes  of  Belfast,  bookseller, 
given  upon  oath  before  general  Lucius  Barber, 
and  since  confirmed  on  oath  before  the  commit* 
tee  of  the  lords,  and  on  his  examination  before 
the  committee  of  the  commons  :  '^  and  contains 
xnatter  which  not  only  presents  Messrs.  Hughes 
and  Magin  as  differing  from  each  other,  upon 
oath  ;  but  Mr.  Hughes  as  differing  from  himself, 
in  an  instance,  where  mistake  could  hardly  have 
been  expected.  In  this  document  his  words 
are  :  *^  he  (  )  called  on  him  on  Friday 

the  1st  of  June,  and  told  him  that  the  colonels 
of  the  united  regiments  of  the  county  of  Down, 
hid  had  a  meeting  in  Sainfjield  the  day  before 
as  (  )  had  staCied;"  whereas,  in  his  exa* 

mination  before  the  lords  he  swears  that  Dickson 
on  the  first  of  June,  told  him  that  the  meeting 
on  the  day  before  had  been  in  afield  as  Mr. 
Magin  had  stated.''   Let  these  statements  speak 

'  for 
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for  themselves !  I  shall  only  observe  that  the 
meeting  thns  doubly  reported  to  Mr.  Hugbe« 
as  having  taken  place  <hi  the  day  before  the  1st. 
of  June ;  and  that  recorded  by  Mr.  \f  agin,  and 
introduced  thus,  *'  meeting  of  Colonels — May 
^Ist.^o-^Saintfield/'  must  have  been  the  same. 

This  admitted^  let  ns  advert  to  the  accout)ts 
of  this  meeting,  given  on  oathy  by  these  gentle* 
men.  Mr.  Hugdes,  on  the  alleged  authority 
of  dr.  Dickson  and  a  previous  statement  by  Mr. 
Magin,  calls  it  ^'  a  meeting  of  the  colonels  of 
the  county :"  and  speaks  of  twenty  three  as 
being  only  apart  of  the  number  assembled.  Mr. 
Magin's  minute  says :  ^^  persons  assembled  re- 
presented ten  regiments/'  without  specifying 
their  number.  This  leaves  room  for  conjecture^ 
both  as  to  the  number  of  colonels  who  attended 
this  meeting,  and  the  number  appointed  to  each 
regiment.  In  order  to  reconcile  the  two  ac- 
counts, we  must  attach  three  colonels,  at  least, 
to  each  of  Mr.  Magin's  regiments,  as  a  smaller 
number  would  not  admit  of  twenty  three  being 
only  a  part  of  the  attending  colonels  as  already 
stated.  Perhaps,  however,  this  difficulty,  like, 
many  others,  niust  be  referred  for  solution  to 
those  who  created  it  For  my  part.  I  made  the 
attempt  again  and  again.  At  one  time  I  ilat-* 
tered  myself  that  I  had  succeeded.  As  Mr. 
Magin  mentions  a  meeting  of  twenty  three  colo- 
nels, I  endeavoured  to  identify  it  with  thnt  of 
Mr.  Hughes.     Bit,  after  many  struggles.   I 

was. 
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was  obliged  to  desist.  The/  coufd  not  be 
btought  into  one,  either  as  to  time,  cir cmnstan- 
ces,  or  result  The  on^  took  place,  MajrSlst. 
tlie  other  a  few  days  after  it-^the  one  consisted! 
of  a  number  of  colonels,  of  which  twenty  three 
was  only  a  part ;  the  other  of  only  twenty  three 
in  all— >^f  the  one,  twenty  three  agreed  to  fight 
and  commence  the  rebellion  ^  of  the  other,  two 
only  resolved  to  fight,  while  the  other  twenty 
one  refused  to  act  on  any  plan  but  the  invasion 
of  the  French  or  success  to  the  insurgents  about 
Dublin^ 

While  this  diversity  of  circumstances  rendered 
the  solution  of  one  difficulty  impracticable,  the 
frequent  review  o£  the  conduct  of  the  Down  colo- 
nels^ apd  th^,  versatility  of  mi^d  exhibited  by 
them*  in  the  short  space  of  six  days,  involved 
me  in  ai^utheje  not  le$s  perplexing.  The  view  of 
these,  in,  th/a  page  before  ipe,  in  thus  exhibited. 
**  May  31st  twenty  three  colonels  agree  to  fight. 
June  dd.  or  4th.  twenty  one,  out  of  twenty 
three  decline  fighting;  yet  appoint  a  meeting 
to  be  holden  on  the  5tb.  for  the  election  of  an 
adj^utaot  general.  June  5th  they  meet  accor- 
^^^^Y*  ^^^  a  general;  unanimously  urge  him 
to  put  the  county  in^  motion,  and  threaten  to 
cashier  hise  ii  he  would  not;  yet  on  a  flying 
report  of  the  arrest  of  an  indrriihial  at  a  distance, 
and  which  turned  out  te  be  an  arrant  lie,  they 
dispersed^   and  concealed  themselves."      Per« 

haps, 
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Ijiaps^  all  this  may  I^e  true.  Yet  its  truth  ap^ 
pears  to  me  very  questionable.  However,  'f 
shall  leave  my  readers  to  pronounce  upon  it,  in 
common  with  all  the  other  parts  of  the  exami-* 
nations  laid  before  them  ^  and  tp  answer  the  fol- 
lowing short  questions  to  the  satisfaction  of  their 
own  minds:  '        ^ 

1.  Does  the  information  of  John  Hughes, 
taken  in  mass,  proVe  that  dr.  Dickson  ever  wa^ 
an  adjutant  general  V 

2.  Does  not  the  information  of  Nicholas 
Magin,  if  it  proves  any  thing  concerning  him, 
prove  clearly  that  he  never  was  ? 

•  3.  Do  not  these  informations,  whether  con- 
sidered  separately,  or  compared  together,  exhi- 
bit such  glaring  absurdities,  inconsistencies^ 
contradictions,'  and  notoriouis  falsehood,  as 
prove  their  authors  totally  unworthy  of  all  cre- 
dit on  any  oaths,  however  solemn,  or  frequently 
repeated  ? 

■ 

4,  When  it  appears,  by  their  own  informa^ 
tion,  that  the  lives  of  both  had  long  bee^  forfeit 
ted ;  and  when  it  is  known  that  Hughes  was  a 
bankrupt^  and  Magin  a  poor  man ;  is  r)  not  pro^ 
bable  that  these  informations  were  extorted 
under  the  fear  of  immediate  death,  or  elicited 
by  promise  of  reward  and  future  support  ? 

5.  What 
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5.  What  are  #e  to  think  of  Sihe  cbtiimiitees  who^ 
under  iibch  circums^ncefii^  received  them  impli* 


e^nairy  implidit ;  dr  iboke  wtio^  without  trial 
6r  farther  inl^uify,  iicted  lipon  th^,  hot  ontj^ 
to  the  distress  of  ihdivldn^Is,  but  the  ruin  of  fa^ 
ihilies  ?  Thfs  (]{uesti(m  X  asked  before.  I  repeiii; 
itiieire^  dh  ftccduiit  tif  i^s  peculiar  importance.  . 

Leaving  theM  qaesttoAs  as  they  iiixi^,  I  shaft 
oUlj  o1>serve^  that  the  infortttatiohd,  itota  WfiicH  * 
they  aris^  faily  jui^iify  the  acknowledgmeni 
of  Mr.  secretary  Cooke ;  as  forrid^rty  sftttted;  \A 
respect  to  an  iudividiial,  ifor  whi)^flli-  trinl  mis 
demanded.  ^'O  no:''  said  he;  ''the  inforttkfii^ 
tion  agMust  hita  will  not  kdmit  of  ifis  beih^ 
brought  foc^ard  in  a  court  of  justicel  Itii 
BUffic[iebt  tt>  SATISFY  us,  but  not  to  GO^tCt 
HIM." 


I •    <  .  «■ 


Here  I  gladly  take  l^aye  of  Messrs,  flughe^ 
and  Magin:  and  I  beg  tliey  may  rest  assure^ 
that  I  do  not  entertain  a  sentiment  that/woald 
prompt  me  to  do  them,  an  injury,  or  a  wishi 
inconsistent  with  their  best  interests  and  .th^ip 
otUy  real  happiness.  However,  the  informations 
l>efore  me  carry  something  on  their  face^  and 
in  the  mode  of  their  introduction  by  tlie  fight 
non.  and  hon.  the  committees  of  the  lord$  an4 
commons*  which  prevents  my  shtiking  tliem  off 

Hh  at 
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at  the  same  time.    The  committee  of  the  tordsr 
through  their  long  printed  report  of  the  exar 
minatton  of  John  Hughes^  exhibit  not  only  the 
names^  but  the  occupations,,  and  places  of  abode, 
of  the  persons  ^lentioaed  by  him,  in  his  inforr 
mation.    On  the  contrary,  in  the  printed  report, 
from  the  committee  of  the  commons,   of  the 
information  by  Nicholas  Magin,   as  giyen  in, 
and'  attested  on  oath,  by  the  rev.  Joha  Cleland^ 
and  comprising  thirty-nine  meetings  at  which 
Magin  waa^  present,^  no  name^  of  any  mfember, 
o£  any  one  o(  tl^ese  mee^gs>  is.  mentioned'^ 
thou^  the  names  of  alt  are  stated  to  have 
been   contained  in  the  ^xact  written-  Gommunr* 
cation^    The  printed  imoute  of  these  t^eetings 
begini  thus;    <f  Bine. members  present  (their 
names  appear  in  the  original)^''    '*  (Names  of 
persons  present).''"  .^  Thirteen  menbers  present 
{their  names],  *  or,.  **  persons  assembled  [their 
names]  represented  ten  regiments."      In  the 
report  of  extracts  from  the  examinations  of 
Jotm  Hughes,  by  the  committee  of  tlie  com* 
inoR»,  one  part  exhibits  names,  the  other  does* 
not.    The  part,  containing  names,  principally 
consists  of  conversations  with  individuals,    or 
private  parties,  and  of  stories  told  him.    Only 
one  public  meeting  is  mentioned :  and  all*  related 
}q  it  took  place  before  June,  t797>  from  which 
lime  tie  did  not  attend  any  meetings  till  March. 
1798.  '  After  this,  the  extracts  contain  no  in- 
form atioa 
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tormation  from  Hughes,  but  what  bears  date 
June  Ist,  1798,*  in  which  alliiames  are  suppress- 
ed, as  in  Magin's  examination's 

Now,  whence  this  difTerence?  why  are  all 
names  specified  by  the  committee  of  lords,  and 
all  concealed  by  rtiat  of  the  commons?  Thit 
question  I  shall  not  pretend  to  answer.  How« 
ever,  I  cannot  withhold  a  remark  highly  honor- 
able to  the  former.  By  the  publication  of  names 
every  attention  was  directed  to  the  persons 
affected  by  the  information  given,  and  to  them 
only.  No  room  was  left  for  suspicion,  mlsre* 
presentation,  liialicious  censure,  or  unprovoked 
cruelty,  in  respect  to  others.  The  suppression 
of  names,  by  the  latter,  had  an  effect  directly 
contrary.  The  persons,  constituting  thirty- 
nine  public  meetings  were  as  little  known  after 
tKe  publication  of  the  committee^s  report,'  as  if 
they  had  never  existed;  whilst  hundreds,  un- 
connected with  them,  might  be  looked  to  by  sus- 
picion, or  pointed  at  by  private  enmity,  as  their 
eon^ituent  members,  and  harassed  accordingly. 

'  Besides^  I  would  observe  tiiat,  as  every  thing 
respecting  the  insurrection,  so  far  as  Ulster  f/as 
concerned,  was  discussed  and  agreed  to  at  thes^ 
meetings,  the  members  must  have  been  of  some 
consequence  in  their  respective  counties,  and 
ought  to  have  been  laid  hold  of  as  soon  as 
knofvn.    Now,  the  rev;  Jdhn^  Cleland  has  ac- 

H  b  ^  knowledged 
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Knowledged  thf^t  Magio,  imme^iatelj:  cpmmii^ 
Dicated  to  him,  frpiQ  time  to  time,  what  passed 
at  each  of  these  meetfingsj  and.  sTurore  that  the 
papers  given  by  him  to  the  committee  contained 
pacify  the  information  so  communicated.  And 
the  report  shews  that  said  meetings  regtilarly 
sticceeded  each  other,  from  the  14th.  of  Aprils 
1.7979  till  June  5th.  179&t  only  two  days  pre* 
vious  to  the  battle  at  Antrim, 

Nqw^  are  we  to  suppose  that  the  rer.  John 
peland,  during;  these  thirteen  months  and  up« 
wards,  retained  this  ^formation  entirely  to 
himselfj  without  giving  a  hint  tp  lord  viscount 
^astlereagh  of  what  was.  jB^oiqg  on  so  rkjfid^ 
iy,  uniforiply,  and  dangerously?  This  cannot 
be  supposed,  on  any  principle  of  common  sense, 
or  conimon  honesty,  If  Mr.  Cleland  did  com* 
tl^unicate  it  to  his  lordship*  it  is  ec^ually  impro« 
bable  that  he  should  coviceal  it  from  the  theq 
existing  governnnent  And,  if  known  to  go«i 
Yernnaent,  why  was  it  not  acted. on?  Should 
it  be  saiol  that,  for  some  time,  the  matter 
might  appear  trivial,  and  might  be  allowed  to 
proceed  for  a  season^  as  there  could  be  Uttle 
diCicuIty  in  suppressing  it,  different  measures  of 
government,  and  the  reports  of  the  committees, 
would  lead  to  a  presumption  that  they  wished 
the  people  to  believe  that  they  thought  other- 
wise. But,  admitting  that  they  despised  the 
symptoms  of  insurrection  in  Vister,  during  th.e 

greater 
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greater  part  of  these  thirteen  mpnths,  sorely  the 
commeacemeDt,  extent^  and.temporary  success 
of  insurrection  in  the  counties  all  around,  the 
metropolis  gave  sufficient  cause  of  alarm.  Yet, 
even  then,  no  notice  ivas  taken  of  the  informa- 
tion  of  Magin  C0rrob9 rated  as  it  was  by  the  rev. 
John  Clelaud.  Not  a  man.  of  the  provincial, 
county,  or  baronial  committeesT*not  a  general, 
colonel,  or  even  captain— who,  ha<jl  attended 
any  of  these  meetings,  was  apprehended,  or 
even  disturbed,  so  far  as  I  can  recollect  tilL 
the  very  eve  of  the  insurrection.  Nay,  it  does 
not  appear,  ob  any  credible  evidence  that  any 
one  of  those  then  arrested  had  ever  been  present 
with  Magin  at  any  meeting.  Now^  may  it  not 
be  askedj  '*'  why  were  not  these  persons,  against 
whom  evidence  positive  and  direct  existed^  ta- 
ken  into  custody  ?  Qii  a  moderate  calculation 
they  must  have  amounted,  at  least,  to  one  hun- 
dred^ perhaps  twice  that  number.  No  m^n, 
therefore,  can  suppose  that  insurrection  would 
have  then  taken  place,  where  it  did,  had  those 
been  secured.  But,  if  governmjent  did  not  wish 
to  prevent  insurrection,  but  rather  to  cherish 
it  to  a  certain  degree,  and,  therefore  suffered 
&J[affin's  information  to  sleep  in  q^uiet  while  it 
could  be  of.  any  use,  why  thle  niockery  of  a  so- 
lemn investigation  after  the  insurrection  was 
qjqielled  ?  And,  why,  after  such  investigation, 
instead  of  chastisement,  conceal  the  names  df 

its 
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tU  authors  and  promoters  frotn  the  public  eye, 
while  their  treasons  are  exhibited  in  tlie  darkest 
colors  ? 

Instead  of  amusing  ourselves  with  devising  an- 
swers»  let  us  attend  to  the  few  following  years, 
and  they  will  supply  a  sufficiency.  In  fact,  the 
measure  of  union  alone  is  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  might  be  easily  proved.  Besides,  such 
a  train  of  blanks  gave  abundant  scope  for  cir- 
CAilating  suspicions,  which  credulity  easily  swal- 
lowed, and  malicious  cunning  consolidated  into 
certainty.  Of  this  I  have  been  a  notorious  in- 
stance, and  continue  so  to  be.  During  my  con- 
finement, many  of  my  friends  were  alarmed  fdr 
my  life,  on  the  authocity  of  whispers,  and  {Pri- 
vate letters  from  men,  wlio  liad  access  to  pfople 
about  the  castle.  These  whispers, ^nd  alleged 
authorities,  were  frequently  and  warrnly  urged, 
for  my  signing  the  compact  for  self- exportation ; 
and  so  fully  were  my  friends  convinced  of  Iheir 
truth,  that  they  charged  me  with  madness  in 
rejecting  the  proffered  mercy,  as  it  was  then 
called.  Even  after  my  return  to  Ireland,  I  was 
frequently  congratulated  on  my  fortunate  escape, 
and  most  earnestly  solicited  to  avoid  all  inter- 
ference in  public  affairs  for  the  future.     But, 

« 

what  is  still  more  remarkable,  the  active  part/ 
which  I  took,  from  beginning  to  end  of  the 
Down  election  in  1805,  to  assist  the  county  in 
the  vindication  of  its  character  by  the  rejection 

of 
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of  lard  Castlereagh ;  left,  some  apparently  ub-   * 
convinced  of  the  real  situation  in  which  I  ist<ood. 
'Some   of  my  paYticuIar  friends  even  solicited! 
me  to  leave  the'  county^  as  I  wscs  certain^  in 
his  Yonrdship'is  power,  as  (hex/  zvere  toell  informed^ 
wad  my  openness  add  activiity  woufd  pro  voice 
his  vengeance.     I  believed  that  1  was  not  \h 
his  power,  if  justice  enlightened  hy  truth  was 
to  regulate  that  power,  and  acted  accordingly. 
In  fact,  I  would  have  proclaimed  myself  to  Ihe 
world,  as  a  villain,  if  I  had  acted  otherwise,  let 
the  consequence  be  what  it  laight.     In  the  year 
1790,  I  had  not  only  exerted  myself  with  ardor* 
but  involved  myself  in  debt,  to  bring  Mr.  Rb^ 
bert  Stewart  into  parliaiQent,   oa  the  fatUi  of 
bis  repeated  and  solemn  pledges,    to  be  the 
advocate  of  a  reform,  e,mbracing  the  interests 
of  all  the  people.     Hence^  I  conceived  it  to  be 
a  duty  to  my  character  while  living,,  aod  to 
my  menM>ry>  if  thought  of,  when  dead,  to  op* 
pose  lord  viscount  Casttereagh  as  an  apostate 
from  the  principles  of  Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  the 
violater  of  his  solemn  engagements^  and  the 
unblushing  betrayer  of  his  country  to  a  foreign 
sanhedfim. 

In  whatever  light  these  circumstances  may 
appear,  when  considered  separately,  I  am  sure^ 
when  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  preceding 
narrative,  they  will  bring  home  conviction  to 
4every  unbiassed  mind,  that  no  evidence  of  my 

.  being 
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being  implicalea  ^'  in  sieditibus  or  treasonable 
practices''  ever  was»  or  now  is,  in  the  possession 
*bf  ^be  Irish  government^  or  anj^  of  its  aervwts. 
That  the  inlTdrixiatrbns  of  Hughes  and  Magin 
contaib  no  such  evidence^  I  hope  I  have  full/ 
ilrbved ;  and,  had  there  been  any  other,  there 
can  be  ho  doubt  but  it  would  have  been  pro* 
ducecl. 

Of  ail  this  my  ttiisoliciiisd  releieise  irdm  con- 
lihetiibht  and  »tle,  and  subseqUJ^ht^trahsmissioh 
to  my  faniily  at  fhe  eKpencis  of  gbt^ernmeiit, 
ttiiist  ever  stand  as  ihcohtrovertible  proofs. 
Hencb  it  %ill  liatilraily  be  siiji^dsed  thielt  no 
^evidence  of  my  trieasbUable  practices  'w&  else- 
whei^  treasured  tjp^  nor  any  kelf-crekted  court  > 
l^resuMptttously  devising  counselisi,  eqiially  in- 
Btiltihg  to  the  govefmnetit  of  the  ^country,  an^ 
rAiaous  to  a  brotfher;  ninth  l^ss'tHatt  such  should 
b^  fohnd  in  an  asse&bly  oT  inen  solemnly  set 
ftj^rt  to  pi^edide  in  t!li^  iirdrship  of  Ihb  God  of 
mi^rcyi  and  pretttih  the  gdsp^il  of  thfe  prince  of 
pekck.  Whether,  md  how  far,  this  vfras  the 
feet,  in  ibk  present  ciise,  my  readers  Will  be 
enabled  to  judge^  from  the  following  detail. 

That  thfe  cburt,  \6  which  I  allude,  is  ihe    • 
synod  of  Ufsrer^  br  ratK^r  a  littl^  faction  ih 
th%l  reverend  body,  ^Hiols^  IbHtence'in  i^ts  pro- 
ceeditfgs  has  HmtYy  biito  Very  greait,  and  sotHb- 
times  oVi^rwhdi^Hil;,  i  if^entfo^  Wi^  regfet;' 

and 


aild  thai  t,  Who  had  eojdjred  the  privileged  and 
ibxercided  the  nghis  of  a  meinber,  for  twi?nty- 
temi  y^ari,  hlaikekss  and  imcenmrcUp  Aould 
have  ever  become  an  object  of  obloquy,  resent- 
xnenti  and  pot^^ecati^a,  \k4»  excited  feeliiigst  the 
inost  painfiil  thdt  ever  wrang  my  Heart.  1  mast 
toy,  however,  thatt  «Re  pudgenicy  of  theile  feel* 
ings  did  not  arbse  so  muoh  froiQi  the  sitoxtiolh  to 
irhieh  the  proceedings  of  synod  hate  reduced 
me  and  my  famtiyj  as  the  effect  which  they 
inay  have  on  the  interests  of  a  body  to  which 
I  had  unifornily  devoted  my  aflfbctions  aild  my 
labors.  Indeed,  this  laitter  idea  still  presses  sol 
lHainfnily  upon  my  mirtd  that  I  eriter  upfOri  the 
foiiowiag  recital  with  great  reluctance  i  and  I 
hope  the  coloring^  which  has  beeli  given  to 
public  stsitement  by  private  calun^nyi  in  order 
to  justify  the  conduct  of  synod  towards  mcf^  will 
be  deennied  a  sufficient  apology; 

l>uriiig  my  coiffiriefmefht  in  Ireland,  for  tcAl 
Aiotiths,  my  ret.  fathers  and  brefthren  Icept  at 
awfiil  and  loyal  distance  from  my  prisons*  A 
very  few,  even  of  those  with  whom  t  had  long 
lived  in  intimacy  and  friendship,  dared  to  call 
on  me  3  and  f  i&^  niore  apologised  for  t^eic^ 
jnattentioni  by  pleading  the  terror  of  the  times. 
At  their  annual  meejbing,  in  1793^  no  pre&byr 
ierial  return  v^as  made  to  the  Synod,  respecting 
ne  or  Hiy  cotigregdKoo,  though  it  w^s  holdea 
^arly  throe  months  after  my  arrest :    nor  was 

I  i  any 
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any  notice  taken,  in  their  records',  of  my  nam^;* 
conduct,  or  situation ;  though'^  in  other  respecter 
they  gave  them  the  aspect  of  a  Newgite  chro- 
nicle, or  a  Tyburn  gazette,  rather  tlian  a  regis- 
try of  men  and  matters- purety  ecclesiastical. 

Bat;   ho/wever  trivial  their  minirtes*  of  this 
nieeting  may  appear,   so  far  as  they  respect 
individuals,  witl>  regard  to  the  members  consti- 
tuting that  body,    they  will  ever   be  viewed 
in  a  light  trOly' interesting.     Their  address  to 
majesty,    wherever  read  or  heard,,  nuisl  ever 
command  serious  attention ;-  and  lest  it  should 
be  thought  that  I  am^  capable  of  garbling  or 
misrepresenting  this^interesting  memoir,  I  shall 
'here  give  it  in  full,  from  a  copy  duly  authen** 
ticated,  that  tiie  world  may  judg^  of  it,^  io-aU 
itspart& 

* 

**  To  the  king^s  most  excellent  majesty,  llic 
Mmble  address  of  the  ministers- and  elders  of  tlie 
general  synoA  of  Ulster,  assembled  ai  JLurgan^ 

tn  t/te  28//i  day  ^  August^  I79». 

* 

MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN, 

We  your  majesty's  dutiful  and^  Idyal  subjectsTy 
the  niinisters  and  elders  of  the  getferal  synod  * 
ef  Ulster,  though-  prevented  by  a  daring  and 
flagitious  rebellion  raging  in  two  counties  of 
this  province,  from  assembling  at  our  stated 
season^  eagerly  embrace  the  GXii  opportunity 

afforded 


-nlEorded  by  the  retnra  of  tranquillity,  to  lay 
our  seatimeAts  <ef  loyalty  to  your  majesty,  and 
o{  sorrew  and  shame  for  the  calamities  and 
crimes  of  our  country  at  the  foot  of  ^he  throne. 

We  chearfully  renew  those  declarations  of 

iidelity  to  the  crown,   and  attachment  to  the 

constitution^  from  which  we  have  never  swerved. 
■  •         -i  ■  ■'  * 

Wei  can  .confidently  assure  your  majesty^  that 

these  have  been  the  invariable  principles  and 
professions  of  :this  4K>dy «— and  we  appeal  to  his- 
tory to  attest  the  inviolable  attachment  of  tlie 
presbytertans  of  Ireland  to  mwarcby,  coun- 
selled  by  an  tiereditary  nobility,  and  supported , 
and  limited  by  an  elective  representative  of  the 
ooininons. 

« *  ' 

But  while  we  dwell  with  exultation  ^n  those 

periods  of  our  annals  in  which  our  ancestors 
firmly  resisted  the  usurpation  of  Cromwell,  vi* 
gorously  supported  the  exertions  of  king  Wil- 
liam, and  strenuously  defended  your  majesty's 
illustrious  progenitors  from  the  repeated  attacks  - 
of  a  desperate  pretender  to  the  British  throne;. 
And  this  kingdom  against  the  restless  ambition 
of. France;  we  are  constrained  to  lament  with 
the  deepest  humiliation,  that  the  most  stable  and 
sacred  principles  of  many  of  our  people,  and 
of  some  of  our  members,  have  been  shaken  by 
the  conrulsions  of  this  sceptical  and  revolution^- 
My  aera. 

lis  Though 
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Thopgli  vre  cannot  pres<itne  tiv  sDggiM;  tbd 
jgbneral  iDfatufttioa  of  a  graafc  part  of  Europe^ 
por  the  iqcewint  and  decettfol  artiflces  employ-^ 
ed  in  tht9  C0nmry  to  fiednoe  oc^r-  people,  a$ 
apologies  for  crjmes,  which  we  ourselves  deeni 
inexcusable,  much  less  for  thqse  few  uiiworthy 
members  of  our  body,  whose  qDnduct  we  can 
pAly  view  with  grief  dtid  jttdignsttion.-rYet  we 
venture  to  entree  your  taajesty  ttot  to  impute 
to  th6  whole  the  trattsgressions  of  a  part,  nor 
to  believe  that  th6  synod  of  Ulster  has  fallen  bff 
iVom  that  line  jof  conduct,  whioK  It  heretofore 
tinifortaly  maintained,  nor  from  thos6  principles 
which  it  has  bftew  solemnly  dVowed. 

We  besech  your  majesty  tft  accept  t|ic  ftUk^ 

ful  exertions  of  those  who  have  withstood  the 

torrent  of  popular  fury,  and  the  sedactiott^qf 

sophistical  philosophy,  ai;  ah  atonement  for  theifc 

detqded  brethren.    Let  the  madness  of  the  rcmU 

titude  be  hidden  from  yptif  eyes  by  the  cpjuragc 

find  sufferirigs  of  those  Of  dur  cortmuuion  whtlj 

have  foUght  and  died|  ih  defence  of  their  kinj^,- 

country,  their  liberty  and  religion,  ^od  deigq 

to  hearken  to  our  solemn  engagement  to.  rfecilf 

\he  deluded  frorti  their  errors  and  crimes— to 

Wake  a  strict  inquiry  into  thecpriduct  of  one 

delinquent  members;   and  to  withstaud  to  tnfi 

|)est  of  our  abilities  those  pernicious  foreigii 

principles,  which  threaten  alike  the  temporal 

and  eternal  interests  of  mankind. 


H'lnsiiy,  we  beseecb  tlie  king  of  kiogs^  who 
siilieth'the  madness  of  th^  p9opl»,  and  eMkeib 
ibe  \trath  oi  msn  to  praite  him,  aod  their  TtceS' 
to  redound  to  bis  glory,  to  blesd  and  protect 
jroiar  najtesty,  to  preserve  foor  sobjectts  froti 
fiwvy  fetal  delasiaiH  and  to  eomr^rt  our  follies^ 
€rr«ies>.  ai^d  miseries  ioto  iDstrvments  ^  wisdomr 
piety  and  happiness  both  now  and  for  emr. 

Signed  io  our  name  and  by  our  appointment^. 

Thomas  CuMifro^  moderiOor, 
A  true  copy. 

Tiiptfi^s  Cuming^  cUrkof  the. 

Of  this  important  memoir,  various  as  are 
its  matter  and  its  merits^  I  do  not  wish  to  express 
a  criticism,  mach  less  to  utter  a  censure,  The 
first  three  paragraphs  I  admire,  notwithstanding 
some  eifpressions  savoring  of  the  cant  of  the 
tirties ;  but  tlie  sy Btematiti  theology  tff  the  foqrth 
and  fifth,  respecting  imputation,  atonement 
Itc.  &c.  with  respect  to  a  mortal  like  ourselve% 
seetts  rather  overstrained  >  and  the  last,  I  can* 
didly  owD,  I  do  not  presume  fully  to  understands 

Ths  only  circumistanGe,  which  I  shall  parti- 
cularly remark,  is  couched  in  the  'following 
^ayer  to  ra^esty :  **  deign  to  hearken  to  our 
4K>Umtt  engagement  to  do  our  utmost  to  recall 
\\^  deluded  from  their  errors  wd  crimes  j  and 

to 
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to  make  a  strict  enquiry:  into  the  conduct  of  our 
4ielinqtiebt'fneiifei>er6.^'  €»uld  we  ^consider  ihe 
merits 'Oftiie  petitioners  accepted  as  an  atone- 
merit  for  the  ^  errors  axid  crimes  af  the  deluded,' 
t4)tMi^h  the  j>etitiotters  deprecate  an  '^  imputaUon 
of  the  guittv*'  tfaesoiemn  engpagenent  to  prevent 
latti^re  ofiene^  by  recailiog  the  seduced"  fram  a 
perseveran'oei  lin .  their  ^*  errors  and  crimes/^ 
woald  have  had  some  meaning;  and  their 
^  strict'  enqniry*  mto  l!he  conduct  of  their 
delinquent  meml^ers*'  iv^nld  have  b?en  equally 
an  act  of  public  and  of  private  kindness.  Tbft 
sami^  may  be  said  of  an  nnanimous  injunctioa 
itottie^  several  pr'Osbyteries  within  their  bounds 
to  institute  a  solemn  inquiry  into  the  condnct 
and  conversation  of  their  respective  members 
and  probationers^  and  to  make  a  faithful  report 
of  their  procedure,  at  next  meeting  of  synod» 
under  penalty  of  severe  cefi^ure." 

Had  the  Sef^ign  of  this  **  faithful  report'*  beea 
to  ascertain  the '^'errors  and  crimes*'  of  which 
the  deluded  ^  had  been  convicted  with  a  view 
to  guard  them  against  their  repetition,  by  in<- 
fdraction^  admonition,  rebuke^  or  any  other 
mode  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  it  might  have 
])assed  unnoticed.  But  if,*  as  seems  to  have 
been  the  case,  it  was  to  discover  political  offen- 
4>es,  ''  treasonable  and  seditious  practices/'  or 
any  crimes  affecting  the  itUerests  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  neillier  the  ^*  ifnquiry,'' 

nor 
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VW  ttte  ^  report,**  seems  to  be  the  doty  of  th<! 
Byttod  of  Ulster,  as  afiexsdesSustlcal  judicature, 
batastnetnbersof  thei^ate,  imichlessy  if  dc'Un-' 
^uents  had  been  discoivered;  dber  it  aptpeai*  t<y 
me  that  they  had  any  right  to  pisibt^h  such  d^ 
)iD<]iuent9  a^  guilty  of  crimes  against  the  state; 
Irithottt  evidence  assigned;  and  less  still,.  M 
assume  the  sword  of  state,  and  proceed*  to  in- 
flict its  punishments*  Of*  fiegal  processes  I  know 
nothing.  But,  to  my  understanding,*  it  appears 
that  their  duty,  eveu  as  members  of  the  state 
could  extend  no  fertt%er  tlian*  the  giving  oTev 
such  delinquents,  as  they  might  discover,  to  the 
government  of  the  country  to  be  dealt  wkh  as 
evidence  might  warrant,  and  justice  require; 
In  the  principal  parts  of  these  opinions  I  feel 
fuflyjustifted  by  notorious  facts.  The  line  of 
demarkation  between  ecclesiastical'  and  civil 
Jurisdiction  rs  drawn  with  great  precision,  iii 
every  country  of  Europe,  and  the  transgression 
of  it  has  been  guarded'  against  with  a  jealous 
eye.  EccIesiasticaF  inquisitors  have  never  been 
suffered  to  interfere  in  laatters  of  state;  nor^ 
even  in  crimes  aflfecting  the  doctrine^-  worsliip,, 
and  discipline  of  the  church,  were  sentence 
and  execution  ever  entrusted  to  ecclesiastical 
judges,  but  to  the  laws  and  judges  of  the  slate. 

Some  delicate  mrnds,  in  theory,  have-  ex- 
claimed loudly  against  tl>e  present  government 
4>i  Franfce,  under  which  every  religioiis  deaomi- 

0^  nation 
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satiod  lifts  eqiifil  ftea^om  «rf  aecessj  net  otily  ici' 
bis  god,  but  to  tb^  inipcrial  tbroiie^  and  tb^ 
o^ces,  ho«0(r8»  and  emolumaiU  of  the  atate^ 
becattsethe  mtoiaters  of  feligjoo^  on  ifiduct4<Hi^ 
are  obliged  to  awear^  not  only  to  abstain  from 
seditious  practices  aad  eonnselB,  but  to  disclofi^ 
i0  government  all  such  as  sajr  come  to  llieir 
lixiowledge.  How  strange  that  these  sane  de**^ 
Ucate  miads  can  enjbin  ^'  the  several  presbyte*- 
ries  witfaio  their  bounds  to  institute  a  solemti 
inquiry  into  slate  crimes  and  to  make  a  laithful 
report  ef  their  procedure  fnot  to  the  govern^ 
ment^  or  the  civil  magistrate)  but,  to  fthem^ 
selves^  at  the  next  meeting  of  synod,  under  pe-^ 
ttaity  cf  sicfoere  censur-ef* 

Let  the  object  of  this  ipjunctian  have  beeni 
what  it  mayn  the  several  presbyteuies  pskid  it 
due  respect^  by  instituting  inquiries^  and  ra- 
porting  procedure,  in  June,  1799,  at  their  an- 
nual meeting-  At  that  meeting,  the  presbyterjr 
of  Bangor^  of  which  J  was  a  mejnber,  made, 
the  following  i^eport»  equally  modest,  and  cor- 
rect. "  The  rev-  Afifham  Steel  Dicksou  hath 
b^n,  from  the  beginning  of  June,  17j9^d,  astatev 
prisoner,  and  is  now  such,  at  Fort-George,  iqi 
the  H  ighlands  of  Scotland/' 

This  report  simply  states  ^  fscet  3  a  fact,  too^ 
with  which  tl^  ^ynod  of  t/i^t^r  had  oo  concern^ 
except  in  thek  assumed  eharncter  ^  inquisitors 

of: 
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of  isUte,  as  no  application  from  my  congrega- 
tion, had  Wen  made  to  presbytery,  complaining 
of  ftiy  absence,  or'  charging  me  with  guilt- 
Their  only  application  was,  to  be  supplied  v^ith 
preachers,'  each  lord's  day,  for  whose  services 
they  punctually  paid.  While  the  presbytdry, 
therefore,  reported  my  ooufinement^  they  wisely 
ajad  candidly  left  the  cause  of  that  confinement 
even  unhinted  at»  They  acted  on  the  knowledge 
that  every  man  is,  amd  ought  t^  be,  deemed 
innocent  till  convicted  of  crime;  that  conviction 
should  rest  on  evidence;  that  no  evidence  to 
convict  n^e  of.  any  cirime  had  ever  been  pro* 
duced ;  that,  if  it  had  they  were  not  competent 
to  judge,  pronounce  sentence,  or  inflict  ptinishr 
ment,  in  cases  of  treason  or  sedition ;  that  tliese 
powers  were  vested  in  government  alone^  in 
whose  hands  I  then  was,  and  whose  willingness 
to  detect  .treason^  and  punish  traitors,  could 
not  be  doubted.  But^  not  so  the  general  synod. 
Under  what  influence  or  on  what  authority, 
they  judged  and  wrote,  I  do  not  say;  but,  be 
these  what  they  might,  th^y  unequivocally,  and 
without  reserve,  assign  tlie  causes  of  my  con« 
finement  Their  minute,  in  their  newly  adopted 
Tyburn  phraseology,  runs  thus :  *^  It  appears" 
(vi^.  from  the  reports  of  the  several  presbyteries) 
*^  that  of  the  comparatively  small  number,  who 
have  been  implicated  in  treasonable  and  seditious 
practices^  two  only,  one  a  member,  the  other  a 
probationer,  have  been  executed ;  two  are  still 
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in  confinement ;  some  lia^e  expressed  their  ski^- 

4 

cere  contrition:  others  arfe  no  longer  connected 
with  the  synod;  and  the  remainder  have,  either 
Tollintirfly,  or  by  permission  of  government; 
remotedTrom  the  kiTigdoin."' 

How  much*  of  this  sy  nodical  tnioute  itiay  be 
totally  nseless,  as  inapplicable  to  the  purposes 
either  of  correction-  by  ecclesiastrcal  discipline; 
er  restraint-  by  the  terrors-  of  the  law,  I  leave 
its-authors  and  the  world  to  judge.     How  deli^ 
cate,  how  just,  how  consistent  with  the  cha- 
racter of  servants  of  a  god   of  mercy,    and 
ministers  of  a*  religion*  of  love;  to  charge  brfe- 
thren  unconvicted,  untried^  unaccused  by  any 
public  functionary;- nay  denied  trial,  which  they 
ehfdlenged,  in-order  not  to  remove  the  mspicionr^ 
hut  ^%pose  the pnetexty  under' which  tltey  were 
suffering  the  severest  of  punishments,   as  in- 
volving, the  ruin  of  their  families,  every  man 
ntayjudgCr  and-ali  who  think-  will  judge.    That 
^1  the  persons  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  minute 
are  unequirocaliy  represented  as  Imving  beeijr 
actually  **  implicated  in  treasonable  and  seditioics 
practicesy^'  must  be  obvious  to  every  eye;  that 
Irhe  tw0  then  in  confinement,  of  which  I  was  one; 
were  included  irTthe  number,,  cannot  be  denied, 
that  I  had  neither  been  convicted,  tried,  or  in' 
any  official    manner  charged  with  treason-  or 
sedition,  is  beyond  a  doubt;  nay,  I  hope,  I 
have  proved)  that  neither  gTOuad^pf  cou^ictien,. 
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atrial,   or  criminal  charge,    could  be  procured 
against  me.     Yet,  my  n-v.  fathers  and  brethren 
have  asserted  my  i?uilt,  as  "  icnplicated  in  treason 
aud  sedition:"     Noiir,  what  is  the  plain  English 
erf  this  assertion,  as  addressed  to  the  govern- 
ipent  of  the  countiY?    Is  it  not,  "  your  spies 
and  your  informers,  wUo  swarm  over  the  Jand 
as  locusts,  not  to  devour  the  tender  shoots  of 
vegetating  rebellion ;  but,  pampered  by  your 
bounty,   to  destroy  the  innocent,  have  blinded 
your  eyes  and  perverted  your  judgments.    You 
.see  not  the  real  traitors,  and  you  sleep  over 
your  instruments  of  torture  and  of  dJeath.    Our 
unworthy  brother  Dickson  and  his  associates 
are  feasting  at  the  expence  of  his  majesty  and 
the  state,  while  their,  bodies  should  hav^  beeni 
rotting  in  the  earth,  or  suspended  on  gibbets, 
as  sport  for  the  winds,  or  food  for  birds  of  prey. 
JTo   us  "  IT  APPEARS  Ihat  they  were  "  impli- 
cated in  treasonable  and  seditious  practices,** 
and,' on  our  apparitions  and  visions,  we  assert 
it  as  fact,  and,  by  our  conduct^  wHl  maintaio 

Had  this  disclosjire  been  made  to  the  repre- 
•sentative  of  majesty,  the  minister  of  the  day,  the 
privy  council,  or  any  proper  officer  or  in  court; 
and  had  it  been  followed  up  by  substantial 
evidence,  too  much  honor  could  not  have 
heen  done  to  the  authors.  But,  alas  :  this  was 
^ot  the  c|ise.    However  unqualified  the  terms, 
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in  which  the  charge  of  seditioB  and  (reason,  is 
laid  on  my  shoulders,    the  record  of  synod, 
acknowledgesi  that  it  bad  no  other  foundation 
than  the  presbyterian  reports  then  made  ^  the 
only  one  of  which,  wherein  my  name  is  laen- 
tioned,  and  which  I  have  already  quoted^  con- 
tains no  such  charge.     However  true,  therefore, 
the  charge,    in  itself,  may  have  been,   that  it 
is  found  in>  or  appears  from,  the- report  qf  the 
presbytery  of  Bangor,  or  any  other  report  given 
in  tQ  the  synod,  is  not  true.  The  presbytery  mere- 
ly states,  "  that  I  had  been  a  state- prisoner  from 
June  1798,  and,  iq  June  1799,  was  such  at 
Fort  George."    My  having  been  implicated  ia 
seditious  and  treasonable  practices  must,  there- 
fore have  been  a  gratuitpus  assumption  of  $om^ 
bold  commentator^  or  visionary  hierophanl,  wbQ 
can  discover  meanings  never  intended,  and  ia 
reveries,   dreanis,   and  visions,   contemplate  as 
realities  what  never  had  existence.      On  the 
supposition  that  there  might  be  a  few  such  caoi^ 
mentators  and  seers  in  the  synod  of  Ulster* 
I  was  willing  to  conclude,  that,  through  inad«> 
vertency,    or   the  respec*  commonly  paid  to 
such,  it  had  been  taken  for  granted  that  the 
words  *^  state  prisoners*'   necessarily  implied 
<' crimes  against  the  state;'*   and  cooseqnently, 
that,  I,  being  a  state-prisoner,  must  hare  been 
^'  implicated  in  treasonable  and  seditious! prac- 
tices."   This  conclusion,  however,  Iwasoblig- 
ed  to  abandon,  from  a  regard  to  my  fathers, 

^  and 
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i^nd  Vr^tj^ras,  as  comiXM^nJ^tors  on,  aod  expKmiid- 
^rs  of,,  wordfe  »ore  wcijed  than  any  repert  of 
the  Bangor  presbytery.  For  wiere  this*  admittJed,  - 
malice  might  suggest  that,  on  the  same  prmci- 
ples)  they  might  be  supposed  capable  of  being* 
betrayed'  by  inadvertence,  seduced  by  designing 
Ifjiavefifr  overawed  by  haperidHfs  rulers,  or  infiii- 
^ced  by  hopes  or  fears,  to  admit  that  the  most 
d^gOified  cheraeter  ever  exhibited  to  mortfU  eye. 
i|ad  actually  beeu  iovplteated  in  isho  treasonable^ 
»sditioii0>  blaspbeino«a,   and  deemofliaeal  prac«- 
tjces,.  of  which  he  was  aecased  by  suborned 
in^rmera,  ao4,  for  the  imputatidn  of  wbicb, 
be  was  malktottsly,   barbarousty,   and  mstflt* 
i»^y  pmt  to  death.    This,  is'  more  t^an  suppo- 
sition.   The  very  fact  has  been  realized.    And; 
what  has  once  taken  place  may  certainly  take 
place  again,  in  the  same  or  similar  circum- 
Mances. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  that  the  synod  did  judge 
M3bly,  and  express  themselves  wpgwardcdly  in 
1799^  I  positively  assert./   Nay,  I  assert,  even 
&rther,  that,  had  they  been  in  possession  of  Ml 
the  information  ever  pretended  to  be  obtained 
agmast  me,   notwithstanding  all  tjhe  excftiotaa 
which  were  made j  powers  strained,  boens^rant- 
ed»  and  terrors  displayed,  in  order  to  procure 
'  i*,.  their  language  woiild  have  been  tin' wartaated, 
andt  iittwarrantable.      Magrn    does   net   even 
mentcon  my  na^me,  before  the  da^  o»  which  I 
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was  ma^  prisoner ;  and,  the^Di  so  far  from 
tnsinuating  that  I  wag  present  at,  or  connected 
with  any  of  the  ineetk)gs»  whose  transactions/ 
tie,  or  his  rev.  Aa^anuensis,  so  minutely  details, 
he  only  mentions  a  report  reaching  some  distant 
place,  even  before  my  arrest,  that  I  had  been 
arrested  ^the  day  before^  and  that  the  people  of 
Ballinahinch  were  of  opinion  that  they  could 
rescue  me.  Of  Hughes  nothing  need  be  said, 
after  what  I  have  already  demonstrated;  or 
rattier,  what  he  and  Magin  have  demonstrated 
for  me.  That  is,  that  their  fables  neither  agree 
with  one  another;  nor  that  of  either  with  itself ; 
and  that,  if  tbejr  did  agree,  a  single  sentence  t^ 
tny  disadv4mtage  could  not  be  extracted  from 
them. 

On  the  strength  of  this,  I  assert  farther  stilly 
that  unless  the. synod  of  Ulster,  in  1799,  werje 
in  possession  of  clearer  evidence  against  me 
than  government,  though  full  of  eyes  within 
and  without;^  could  discover,  or  the  committees 
of  lor^s  and  commons  pretend  to  have  disco- 
vered, their  statement  that  I  was  implicated  in 
*^  treasonable  and  seditious  practices''  is  a 
groundless  and  malicious  calumny,  in  respect 
to  them--4hat  the  man,  who  dictated  it,  dictate 
ed  a  falsehood-«-that  the  clerk,  who  recorded 
it  in  their  books,  recorded  a  falsehood-^that 
while  it  remains  on  the  face  of  their  books 
fincontcadicted  and  uncancelled^   they  are  the 
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Ibster-fkthers  of  .a  falsehood.  To  wipe  off  thi» 
i^mputalion  now  lies  with  them  :  and  this'majr 
be  done,  either  hy  proviu^g  me  goilty^  or  ac- 
Kndwledging  their  own  error. 

That  I  was  one  of  the  members  alluded*  to  ag 
then  in  confinement^  is  ascertained  by  the  folr 
lowing  act   of    the   same  ml^eting,   in   1799f 
founded  on  an  inquiry  by  the  rev«  Mr.  Black. 
**  Mr.  Black  having  asked  the  opinion  of  the 
Interloquitor,   respecting  the  payment  of  the 
R.  D.  to  the  two  members  of  our  body,  now  ia 
confinement;   after  reasoning  oa  the. subject  at 
some  lengthy  the  q^uestiqa  was  put»  '*  suspencl^ 
for  the  present,  or  not."    The.  roll  was- calle4^ 
and  it  carried  ^*  suspend*"     In*  consequence, 
the  R.  D.  then  due  me,   and  what  afterward* 
became  due,  previous  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
connexion  between-  me  and  the  congregation  of 
Portaferjy,  in  November,  1799>  and  that  of  the 
rev.  John  Smyth,  of  iUIrea,  until  his  liberation^ 
were  suspended. 

This  not  only  .ascertains  the  fact,  thftt  I.  was 
0ne  of  those  charged  by  the  synod  with  "  trea* 
sonable  and  seditious  practices/'  but  suggests 
some  questions  not  unimportant  to  the  presby- 
ter ian  bodv. 
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1.  Does  the  suspension,  or  modificatioB  of 
royal  bounty,  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  synod  of  Ufster,  by  atiy  power  deriyed  from 
the  crown  ? 

2.  If  not,  in  suspending  its  payment  from 
ministers  holding  congregations,  dp  they  not 
overstretch  their  authority,  as  a  body  merely 
etclesiai^tical  ?  ^ 

3.  If  the  4istfibtiti0n,  Or  suspensioh  of  bounty, 
be  Kmited  by  the  crown,  of  feiserred  ^^clusWeiy 
to  the  croWtt,  or  its  fepresentatitresj  Is  not  every 
interferetice  itk  its  distribution,  or  its  suspension,  . 
'te'ithout  sj[>eoiltl  Wltrrant,  *an  usurpation  of  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crowu^  of  the  powers  vested 
in  its  representatives  f 

That  every  man  tMy  be  enabled,  at  kasl  to 
thiak»  if  not  to  judges  rationaUy,  of  th^¥ 
questions,  I  tubjoinj^  words  of  his  mi^isty'd 
letter  for  jSIOOO  additional  bounty  in  17^3,  and 
the  lord  lieutenant's  warrant  for  its  distribu^ 
lioii,'  The  grant  is  in  the  foilowiiig  words  j 
*^  Our  Will  and  pleasure  is,  and  tve  do  het*eby 
authorise  and  require  that  you  do  give  the 
necessary  directions  for  pladng  an  additional 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  per  annum  upon 
the  civil  establishment  of  otir  said  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  under  the  head  of  non-conforming 
ministers,   to  be  distributed  among  such  of  tlie 

noncotiforming 
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ford  lieutenant  or  oth^r  dhief  gov^rmr,  or  ^o*' 
i>emort  for  the  tlioe  being,  in  such  mtoilei^  as 
he  or  they  shall  find  necessftty  Jbr  out  Sftvke 
ftnd  the  good  of  our  mud  kirtgddm ;  tb  cooi^ 
mence  from  the  25ihi  day  of  Decembei',  17&9^ 
and  to  continue  during  oiir  pteaiure :  anii^  for  so^ 
doing  this  shall  be  as  weH  to  yod  a«  to  all  oth^m 
our  officers  and  ministers^  Who  shall  of  may  be 
concerned  herein  a  sufficient  warrant/-  The 
lord  tieutenant^s  warrant  to  h?s  m^jesty^s  aia« 
ditor-general  of  this  kingdom,  or  hia  deputy^ 
is  in  the  same  words,  and  eridently  confines^  the 
distribution  of  bounty  to  the  discfetipn.  of  the 
lord  lieutenant,  &c.  &c.  in  such  manner  '/  ai 
lie  or  they  may  find  necessary  fot  hit  niajestjf^ 
service^  and  the  good  of  )u$  kingdom '*  And,  ai^^ 
I  presume,  succeeding  grants  have  been  made 
on  the  same  terms,  with  the  same  views,  and' 
subject  to  similar  control,  on  its  authority  1  le&v0 
the  preceding  questions  with  my  readers. 

I  have  now  to  observe,  that  the  syatem^f 
which  this  act  was  a  part,  had  been  in  pfactice* 
for  some  time,  but  withcm^  effects  In  May, 
1799  'the  rev.  Andrew  Craig,  at  a  meeting  of 
presbytery,  proposed  that  the  connexion  be- 
tween dr.  Dickson  and  the  congregation  of 
Portoferry  should  be  dissolved^  and  reconf- 
mended  it  warmly  to  the  commissibners  from 
that  place  to  send  persons  to  a  meeting  of 
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presbytery  to  be  holden  in  Donagbadees  <W 
the  •  Tuesday  iti  Jane,  with  a  supplicatioir 
to  that  effect.  lo  this>  he  was  seconded  by  ttie 
rev.  David  Taggart ;  (now  no  more)  but  warmly 
opposed  by  every  other  member  of  presbytery,, 
and  by  the  ioommissipners  t)K>ugt>  his  proposal 
was* enforced  by  a  terrifying,  declaration,,  on  the 
authority  of  ^  cor^ential  perstni^  "  that  a  great 
man  h^h  m  office  wondered  much  that  such  u. 
traitor  should  bf^e  the  R«  D.  continued  to  him> ' 
adding  that  *^  if  it  was  not  withdrawn  they  them^ 
^Ives  would  be  considered  as  mimical  to  gevern-^ 

The  faifure  of  thj^s  attempt,,  at  second*  hand^ 
no  doubt,  gave  rise  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Black,  the  confidential  person,  respecting  ther 
payment  of  R.  D.  &c.  &c.  and  from  the  species 
of  argument,  adduced  by  Mr.  Craig,  the  mode' 
of  reasoning  by  wbrdi  the  question  '*  suspend^, 
or  not,.''  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  may  be 
more  than  guessed  at.  Hut,  be  the  reccsoning 
what  it  may,,  the  vote  of  suspension  was  carried, 
and  proclaimed,  in  the  minute  of  the  meetings 
as  a  warning  to  all  the  brethren :  '^  Here  hangs 
the  R«  D.  of  a  traitor.^' 

Immedlatery    after   this  meeting  of  synod, 

^verymean  was  used  to  circulate  the  knowledge 

of  this  suspension  among  the  people  of  Porta^ 

ferry,   to  convince  them  that   the  synod  had' 
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ideeii  dbltged  to  withdraw  it,  in  their' own  ^mdi'* 
<cation,  and  to  secure  their  own  bounties ;  and 
40  impress  them  with  apprehensions  o[  a.serere 
ficrutiay  into  their  conduct,  during  the  insuiv 
'TectiOn  in  1798>  if  they  clad  not  abandon  all  c<mf> 
flexion  with  me^ 

^ 

By  these  and  other  means  the  end  was  accoo)- 
plished,  with  great  difficulty,  in  November  1799f 
but^  not  without  hope,  that  the  connexioa 
would  be  renewed^  on  my  liberation.  With 
what  took  place,  respecting  the  choice  and 
lOrdination  of  a  successor  in  my  absence,  (a 
joung  man  of  taste,  learning,  § nd  unblemishe4 
character,)  as  the  public  have  no  concern^  X 
jhall  not  trouble  my  readers.  1  shall  only  sliy 
ihat,  after  my  return,  be  generously  offered  tqf 
resign  the  congregation  in  my  favor,  which  ( 
would  not  allow  on  any  account^  but,  particur 
larly,  as  I  was  undetermiaed  whether  I  wonld 
jcoutinue  in  Ireland,  Indeed,  some  time  after* 
wards,  I  had  serious  thoughts  of  removing  tei 
America;  and,  probably  would  have  done  s(^ 
had  it  not  been  for  what  I  have  already  related 
of  the  rev.  John  Cieland's  proposals  to  David 
Thomson.  The  apprehension  that  my  removal 
would  have  been  represented  as  an  acknowledg;* 
ment  of  guilt,  and  attributed  to  fear,  rivette4 
me  to  my  country. 

L12  Bui 


But  to  fetiirti  tb  t^e  general  fynodl.  If  I  can 
credit  indiridualf^  members  ^  the  body,  aii«l 
men  of  character  nniniipeBcbable,  the  ^uspen^ 
SMI  of  bounty  did  not  mtisfy  Mr.  Black  and 
fm  friends.  A  motion  was  anide^  seconded  and 
reasoned  on,  thi^t  I  should  be  mupeaded>  and, 
ponsequenily  cut  off  from  the  body.  This, 
liotwithstanding  the  terror  of  the  times,  was 
rejected  by  a  small  majority,  though  upwar4s 
pf  thirty  suspended  between  principle  and  fear, 
withheld  their  votes,  Of  this,  I  own,  there  is 
no  mention  in  the  minutes  of  synod.  But  <his 
(ioes  not  invalidate  the  evidence  on  which  I 
mention  it,  as  few  rejected  motipns,  not  imme- 
diately  aflf^cting  discipline,  are  there  recorded. 
Besides,  it  derives  a  kind  of  side-wind  evidence 
from  a  similar  attempt  of  Mr.  Cr^ig,  before 
mentioned,  after  the  dissolution  of  my  connex- 
ion with  the  congregation  of  Portaferry,  to  have 
my  name  expunged  from  the  presbytery's  book, 
because  /  had  ceased  to  hold  q  congr^ation  in 
their  bounds;  Of  this  I  can  have  no  doubt^  as 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  laughing  at  his  puny 
attempt  to  plead  the  incoqipetency  of  the  same 
presbytery  to  receive  a  wll  for  me,  in  1803^,  to 
my  present  congregation,  for  the  very  same  rea- 
son, 

I  have  now  to  mention  another  fBaiter  geen^- 
jngly  problematical,  and  of  which  also  I  can 
produce  only  circumstantial  evidence,      f  his 

is. 
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iB,  llial  a  motiob  was*  inadi,  and  carried^  by  a 
fimal!  majoritjr^  to  out  me  off  from  the  list  of 
subecribers  to  the  fond  for  sopporting  the 
widows  and  cbildrtt  of  presbytertan  ministers ; 
and  thereby  excluding  my  family  from  the  bene* 
fits  thereof,  thpugh  I  had  been  a  contribuior  for 
87  years^  This  was  done  on  the  strength  of  a 
motion  passed^  at  the  meeting  of  sy nod»  in  1 797, 
^*  that  any  minister,  a  contributor  to  the 
widow's  fund>  on  his  leaving  this  kingdom^  shall 
no  longer  be  considered  as  connected  with  said 
fund/* 

Plain  people  would  certainly  think  that  the 
<'  leaving  the  kingdom/'  here  nAentioned,  must 
have  been  a  voluntary  act,  in  order  to  incur 
the  penalty.  But,  how  my  being  carried  out 
of  the  kingdom  by  a  military  guard,  and  under 
the  escort  of  an  armed  ship,  could  be  considered 
as  voluntary,  they  will  not  easily  conceire. 
Such  an  idea  could  occur^  only  to  such  learned 
and  ingenious  expositors,  as  have  already  been 
ftlluded  to  in  another  case. 

* 

That  this  has  also  been  omitted  in  the  records 
of  synod,  I  grant ;  but  I  appeal  to  the  synod, 
as  a  body,  if  it  did  not  take  place.  If  they 
deny  it,  I  shall  admit  tliat  I  have  been  impos- 
ed on.  However,  the  following  circumstance 
gives  it  a  strong  appearance  of  probability. 
In  1800,  Mrs.  Dickson  wrote  an  expostula- 
tory  letter  to  that  rev.  body,    which,    bi?ing 

read 
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0' 

peadfrom  the  pulpit  bjr  the  rev.  John  BAnkheadf^ 
their  moderator,  excited  no  small  degree  of 
irritatron  in  some  delicate  breasts ;  but  after« 
wards  produced  a  declaration,  which  appears 
in  their  records,  **  -that  the  peculiar  circumstan* 
ees  of  dr.  Dickson  did  not  militate  against  any. 
rule  of  synod  ;  and  ihat,  on  paying  up  arrears 
and  £iO  per  annum,  he  might  be  continued  a 
contributor.''  "Whetlier  theje  words  shew  a 
previous  exclusion  from  being  a  contributor,  and 
consequently,  the  exclusion  of  my  family  froni 
every  prospect  of  benefit  from  the  fund^  I  leavQ 
my  readers  to  judge. 

•*  r 

Here,  liet  me*  pause-^as  here,  for  a  season, 
4he  operations  of  synod,  respecting  me,  came 
to  a  stand;  and,  as  will  appear,  merely  for. 
want  of  matter  and  opportunity.  I  cannot, 
liowev^r,  on  reviewing  the  acts,  which  I  have 
iDentioned,  pass  unnoticed  some  circumstances 
which  they  present. 

L  No  oiBcial  notice  was  taken,  or  judgment 
pronounced,  by  the  synod,  respecting  my  sedi- 
tious or  treasonable  practicesj  during  the  ten 
months  of  my  confinement  in  Ireland,  though 
a  meeting  was  holden,  at  which  the  names  of 
others  were  entered  on  their  records,  as  stigtna- 
tized  with  treason  and  sedition. 

a  Three 
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^.  Ihree  months  after  m^  banishment  toia  ^ 
distant  prisoHi  in  another  country,  *  where  I 
<coold  neither  witness,  ftor  hear  of,  their  pro« 
ceedings,  till  my  family  were  languishing  binder 
the  penalty  inflicted  by  them,  they  pronounced 
and  executed  sentence  against  me;  and  that 
'Without  having  examined  a  witness,  quoted  a 
report,  or  alleged  the  shadow  of  a  reason  for 
such  sentence,  except  that  Mn  Qlack  had  asked 
their  opinion  concerning  the  payment  of  the  ' 
R.  D.  to  the  two  members  in  confinement.'^ 

9.  That,  in  pronouncing  and  execntmg  tfani 
^sentence,  they,  not  only^  confounded  the  dis- 
tinct, and  strictly  defined,  powers  of  church 
and  state,  but  spurning  the  ecclesiastical  chair, 
and  giviitg  all  its  wholesome  correctives—its 
admonitions,  its  rebukes,  its  censures^  su»pen« 
siohs,  and  degradation,  to  the  wtnds^— usurped 
the  vice* regal  throne^  and  exercised  a  power 
over  the  royal  bounty,  which  the.ihen  existing 
grants  vest,  txclusioeb/^  in  the  representative  of 
majesty^  or  lord's  Justices  for  the  time  being.^ 

la 

*  In  the  preceding  charge  of  siorpatton,  I  am  more  than 
warranted^  if  possible,  by  dr.  Black  and  twenty-eight  of  hi« 
frUndss  as  vrill  afierwarda  appear.  In  1806,  commissioners 
were  appointed  ^  by  the  synod,  *^  to  suggest  to  the  lord 
lij^atenant,  the  propriety,  &c.  of  an  eqaalizatton  of  the  royal 
"boanty/'  Against  this  saggestion,  a  protest  was  entered  oa 
jihe  books  and  signed,  alleging  a  Taricty  of  reasons,  of  which 
the  following-  is  one. 

IIL  "  Bccaost 


In  fact»  they  leeai  to  hwe  forgottmi  that  the 
porv^er  of  the  key»  is.  confitied  to  the  order^ 
disci piine^  Aod  goverAniMt  of  the  church-^ 
that  crints  «re  ccigiii^abb  by  it,  not  m  thty 
afiect  th&  stata,  or  i^  meiQliei^j  or  ttro  puaieh* 
able  l>y  fir)^,  iiQ|iiii^oaai^i^j.  o^r  dtoatbi  but  at 
they  oc^asioa  iojurys  M%iK)al,  or  rep roaehj  to 
the  churQhj  i%%  msa^b&Sy  or  religion <  and  that^ 
vrhen  its  sentencea  ei^Mxse  to  privation  of  civij 
rights^  or  iuflictipn  of  civil  penaltiesj  it  is  not 
by  any  lnws  merely  ecoie^iastiqaj,  but  by  the 
laws  of  the  state,  and  the  authority  erf  the  civil 
fixagistrate* 

4  Be  it  remembred  that,  in  179^1  the  synod 
'^  besought  his  majesty  to  accept  the  faithful 
exertions  of  those  who  had.  withstood  the  torrent 
of  popular  fury,  and  the  seductions  of  sophis-* 
ticai   philosophy,    as  an  atonement  for  their 

deluded 

.  III.  ^  BtcauM^  w«  cupM  floggissl  ta  Ule  r^preteniatMi*  of 
our  sovereign  ttvt  prappkiy.  of  depcivio^  oM-third  of  the 
mlnisierft  of  ihi^  synod  of  a  considerable  portion  of  an  income^ 
cf  which  they  have,  for  some  years,  been  in  poasession,  on  the 
faith  of  his  mafesty*s  government,  **  that  the  bounty,  once 
granted,  shall  in  no  case  be  withdrawn  from  any  minister 
during  hie  continuance  in  his  congregatiwt^  so  long  tu  it  sha 
'  fleofe  his  majesty  to  continue  the  bounty  toMui  body  at  lafgef 
in  reliance  o(\  which  many  ministers  have  &||tfnedf  thetr  domestic 
arrangements,  and  commenced  a  course  oNHocatioa  ibr  'their 
families/'  * 

.  This  is  laagiage  so  plain,  infpltefl  ^  avcfvfal  sa  cbar^.  mti 
admits  an  authority  so  strong,-  in  support  of  my  «barg»  of 
usurpation,  that  I  shall  not  insult  my  re:ader»  by  adding  a  singlt 
temack  on  tbtfsufiject. 


1* 


lleiitded  brethrien:  and,  Ch^t  the  madness  of 
the^  nraUitttde  might  be  hidden  from  his  eyes  by 
th^ccMrageattdsttfleringsof  those  o^  their  com*.' 
muoion,  who  fought  Und  died  fot  their  king  and 
counirj— *their  liberty  and  religion/'     !hfow^ 
though  it  may  be  a  doubt  Whether  the  odour  of 
this  saerifiee  had  reached  his  majesty^s  liostrfls, 
or  the  words  of  this  intercessory  prayer  met  his 
egre^  yet  true  it  is>  that  the  supposed  delin- 
i)uents,  of  which  I  was  one^  Were  accommoda- 
ted by  kfs  majesty's  ministi^rs^   in  a  manner 
which  no  man  of '«8^H)00  per  annum  could  afford 
to  accommodate  his  own  iamily;    while  the 
mlamng  priesti^,   who  pleadbd  the  sacciflce  of 
their  own  exertions  against  popular  fury  and 
sophistical  philosophy,  and  the  courage  and 
sufferings  of  those  of  their  communion,  as  an 
expiation  for  the  sins  of  their  deluded  brethren, 
were,  not  only  withholding  the  means  of  sup- 
port justly  due  to  their  families,  but  cutting  off 
their  prospects  of  future  comfort,  though  faith- 
fully pnrchased«-^nay  more,    casting  a  shade 
of  suspicion  over  their   verbal  sacrifice  and 
prayer  by  declaring  what  the  real  ministers  of 
the  object  of  their  worship  could  not  prove;— 
^^flM#the  <^  deluded^'*  as  th^  tenderly  caUed 
them,  were  aetually  •*  traitors  aud  rebeUJ^ 

Other  observations  wilt  occur  to  the  thinking 
reader,  and  of  no  mean"  importance,  which  I 
idiall  here  omit    There  is  one,  however,  which 

M  m  might 
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might  be  made,  and  which  I  think  it  my  dnty>, 
to  obviate^    la  tbe  conduct  of  the  rev.  Bojdy,, 
of  which  I  have  yet  the  honor  to  be  a  member^ 
I. have  charged  t;be  severities,  of  which  I  com-, 
plain,,  to  ^^  the  synodS    This  I  have  done,  be* 
cause  every  sy nodical  act  must  be  considered 
as  <the  act  ef  "  the  whole  synod:'*    Hb wever,  I 
am«fuUy  convinced,  that  not  one  in  ten  were 
active  in,  or  really  apjM'oved  of».  thing|(«then 
done.    The  day  was  a  day  of  terror*    There 
were  ends  to  answer,  by  kcjeping  up  that  terror.. 
The   synod   was   pronounced,    by  Mr.    Pol* 
lock, ,  to  be  a>  horde  of  traitors.    They  were 
made  to  believe*  that  they  were  2i  suspected  body^ 
and  that  exertions  must  be  made  to^cemove  that 
suspicion.    These  suspicions  were  avowed  by 
ijome  members  of  the  body,  and  every  one,  who 
presumed  to  say  a  word  favorable  to  an  accused, 
•r  suffering  brother,  was  borne  down  by  an  in* 
ainuation  that  he  was  an.  accomplice,  or  might 
expose  himself  tosuspicion  as  such.     The  truth 
of  this  is  so  well  known,  that,  I  believe  it  will 
not  be  denied  ;*  nay,  I  believe,    from  what  I 
l^ave  personally  heard,  more  than  once,  it  can* 
not  be  denied.' 


I-  have  already  mentioned  two  instances  of 
these  personal  exeitions.  The  one^was  the 
motion- by  Mr.  Craig,  of  my  being  contiuued 
in  the  receipt  of  R.  D,  at  the  risque  of  the  prcsr 
bytery  being  considered  as  '^  inimical  to  gpvern? 

ment,'* 
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Ment/'  thet>ther  of  Mr.  Bhck^  iU'^req^t  to 
-bounty  alsd.  Who  brought  forward  the  ihotioii 
of  my  suspension^  and  exclusion  from  coAtinu- 
ang  a  contributor  to  the  widow's  fund,  which  I 
hare  mentioned,  only  as  problematical  my 
evidence,  though  strong,  not  beipg  direct,  I 
Jcnow  not.  But  there  is  a  notice,  which  cannot 
be  over  looked,  proposed  by  Mr.  Cuming,  bro- 
ther-in-law to  Mrs.  Black,  which  resoWos  t\m 
whole  of  these  proceedings  into  one  connexion. 
It is^ expressed  in  the  ;foUowing  words:  *^  Mr; 
T-homas  Cuming  gave  notice  that  he  will  nen^ 
year  move,  that,  if  any  contributor  to  the  wi- 
dow's fund  sh^I  die  by  suicide,  du/elling,  or  the 
hand  of  public  justice,  his  widow  or  family  shall 
not  be  considered  as  entitled  to  any  advantage 
aHsing  frpm  the^said  fund.^ 

That  ^the  object  of  this  'notice  was  in  itself 
right,  had  it  been,  confined  to  such  as  might 
become  contributors  in  future,  must  be  admit* 
t6d;  but,  that  it  should  have  a  retrospect  t^ 
ijttch  as  then  were,  and  long  btid  been  contri- 
btttors,  is  not  vight  'In  several. char ter-partien 
of  annuity  companies  the  widows  and  children 
jbf*  such  as  died  by  suicide  or  duelling  are  ex*, 
eluded  from  all  benefits.  Indeed  they  are 
crimes  so  heinous,  unnatural,  and  hurtful  to. 
society,  that  too  much  cannot  be  done  to  discou- 
rage and  prevent  them*  However,  that  the 
prevenkoa  of  these  was  not  the  only,  or  even 

M  m  2  princip^ 
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jxriticipt!  object  of  Mr.  Cuming's  inoUott,  Mr^ 
Ccimmg  kai  folly  {iltrred  by  Ihe  retemtp  f^lt 
VfUhiTAmitiig  his  notice  in  1760.  His  worAi 
ftret  '' alllioitgh  thfe  mdanohoij  circlnmUmctti 
of  the  timet  Aid,  in  his  opinion,  Ailly  justify 
the  adoption  tf  md  motion^  yet  lis  tkf  ttue^ 
which  gave  principal  rise  to  the  notice,  wM  neta 
and  unprecedented ;  abd,  as  the  consideration  ef 
this  ttielancholy  tqbject  mttst  be  palnftil  to  tb4 
idlings  €ff  this  synod,  and  to  his  own }  and  a$, 
be  tnists,  an  occasion  wiU  not  again  recnr  eallihg 
for  that  or  any  similar  regnlatioq,  he  will,  with! 
the  consent  of  this  interlpquitpr;^  dffclineitibkiti^ 
his  inteqded  motiod/* 

These  words  are  mty  ei^plicit,  and  do  credil 
to  Mr.  Coming's  CMidor,  on  the  ocoasiook 
They  shew  that  the  words,  '^  suicide  and  dueK 
ling/ -  had  only  crept  into  bis  Aotlce,  of  the 
preceding  year,  tbroogh  iifiadvertenee,  or  th6 
confusion  of  ideas  arising  from  tl\e  ^^  melancholy 
f^ifcnmstances  of  the  times.*'  He  tells  ns»  that 
the  ca^  which  gwe. principal  riie  to  his  notice, 
was  nez0  and  unprecedented^  and  the  subjtet 
Tfielanckofy^^noWf  there  was  iio  pase  of  snieide 
or  fatal  doeI>  among  the  cobtribntor^  to  the* 
widow's  fund,  new.  or  pld,  precedented  Of  unpte^ 
Cedentedy  nor  any  instance  ai  a  contributof  to 
that  fund,  dying  by  the  band  d(  publie  Justice, 
from  its  commencement  utiltil  the  year  179i)« 
HenCe,  that  pne  inst$oce  lOust  b^  (he  ^^$ 

which 
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whkfa  gurc  rise  to  Mr.  Cnmmg^s  notice.  That 
M8e«  1  pwn,  1VHS  Km;  and  unprecedented-^  nor 
have  I  any  doubt  but  the  subject  will  yet  appear 
more  melancholy  than  it  has  hitherto  done: 
aird  my,  prayer  to  god  is  not  only,  that  such  a 
case  may  never  more  present  itself,  but  that  an 
indi^Sdu^l  may  never  bie  born,  of  the  race  of 
metty  Unguarded  enough  to  ha^iard  such  a  notice 
on  such  a  case,  3houId  it  unfortunately  requr. 

Of  this  case^  melatachbly  as  it  ws^  and  more 
faielanoholy  as  it  was  attempted  to  be  made^ 
my  feelings  induce  me  to  a^  something  mo're^ 
Previous  to  Mr.  Cuming's  notice,  a  tnotion  was 
made,  in  synod,  that  the  Widow  of  a  member 
^hofell  a  victim  to  the  public  justice  of  17^-^ 
p  troittan  of  most  e^^ceilent  character,  and  a 
numerous  family  of  amiab|e  children,  abould  be 
excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  widow^s  fund, 
bin  account  of  thi^  husband's  ahd  father's  ^liti- 
fbal  otttncefs.  This  mdtion  ii^as  supported  by 
iheFEVf  wkH  great  aeal,  Otte  rev.  gentleman^ 
pitbrious  fof  huitiility,  conciliating  mant^efS, 
and  soundness  in  the  faith,  when  every  dther 
Argumeht  vtAs  borne  down  by  justice  and  cotU^ 
monseUs^,  pleaded  in  favor  of  her  eteliisioU,  the 
disgrace  Of  bating  the  widow  of  k  rebel  iu  the 
^ist  of  annuitants  with  the  relicts  of  loy&l, 
foitbfbl,  Urid  pious  nlen^  Hdwet  ef,  the  itio- 
flon  d(d  not  pa^s.      Hence,    Mr.    Cumihg't 

swe^ing 
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-sweepiag  notice  was  brought  forward,  whick 
^a  the  following  yea^  he  was  pleased  to  with- 
draw. 

That  the  synod,  thus  far,  proceeded  on  prin- 
ciples truly  loyal,  or  to  avoid  and  counts- 
•act  suspicions  of  disloyalty,  shall  be  taken  for 
granted,  as  no  immediate  interference,  or  influ- 
ence, of  inen  in  power  was  openly  avowed* 
However,  .from  this  period,  policy  and  interest 
fieem  to  have  joined  with  ioyalty  to  rendei"  it 
triumphant  over  the  artifices  of  seduction,  and 
ddusions  of  a  ^  sophistical  philosophy,  which 
threaten  alike,  the  temporal^  and  <eteraa][  in? 
ierests  of  mankind."  God  grapt  that  the  tri* 
omph  may  be  complete,  as  the  ;victory  must 
be  equally  honorable,  and  beneficial  to  the  hu* 
man  race. 

It  wilLbe  remembered  that  on 'the  ^re^toratioil 
of  the  country  to  something  like  tranquillity 
after  the  partial  insurrection  into  which  it  ha4 
i^n,  somehow^  seduced  ov  provoked  in  1798,  the 
business  of  union  wsjls  taken  up,  and  zealously 
prosecuted  To  its  success  the  insurrection,  a* 
originally  intendeds  was  a  favorable  prelude. 
The  terror  of  the  succeeding  times  was  equally 
\tk  its  favor.  But,  as  »the  measure  was  very 
unpalatable  to  the  Irish  people,  that  terror 
could  .not  be  «afely  depended  on.  Hence,  to 
procure  a  siUM  acquiescence^  during  the  di8CU3- 

sioq^ 
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tHOn,  the  people  were  to  be  treated^  not  oxAy 
with  prospects  of  forgiveness'  for  the  past;  hnt 
iavor  and  liberality  in  all  time  to  come.    The 
catholics^  the  gr^at  mass-  of  the  Irish  people, 
are  very  much  attached  to  their  clergy.    They 
look  upon  them  as  abn^st  their  only  source  06 
-  comfort)  nndep  th^  multiplied  grievancesi  fo» 
agesy  in  this  country.    They  mast^  therefore, 
he  supposed  happy  in  the  prospects  of  theie 
independence^  and  more  so>  in  that  of  theiv 
wealth.    This,  the  then  governors  o£ ;  Ireland 
petfceived,'  and'  proposed  a  provinon  for  the 
clergy>.  en*  condition  of  their  silence,  and  othet 
terms,   some  of  whioh  are  yet  undefiaedv  aad 
others  never  denied.     Those  proposals  came 
in  a  form  so.  flattering,  and  were  sanctioned 
by  an  authority  so  high^  that,  if  we  can  credit 
report,  the  catholic  cl«i^  were  nearly  deluded 
into  a  snare  in  whioh  they  would  have  been 
suspended  in- infamy,  fbf  ever,  and  their  bishops 
seduced   to  the   brink  of   a  precipice,    over 
which,  if  they  had  fallen,    they  would  hare 
fallen  unpitied*    However,  they  saw  their  dan« 
%tT  .?re  it  was*  too^  late.     They  recoiled,  and 
now  stand  on  an  eminence  so  high,  and  solidly 
founded,  that  they  must  be  looked  up  to,  with 
ft' mixture  of  shame,  admiration^  and  envy. 

On  the  same  principles,  a|id<  v»th  similar  in* 
diicements,  the  presbyterians  in  Ulster,  the 
second  people  in.  the  TH£N  kingdom,  were 
assailed,  through*  the  rev.  Robert  Black,  their 

agent 
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ftgent  for  rtfyal*  bounties.  From  this  oAtei  ^^ 
must  be  Mpposed  to  have  some  inter  course  with 
the  Irish  servants^  of  the  ci^wn.  When  that 
lAtercoppse  became  cor^ldenlial^  I  shall  hot  pre-- 
Slime  to  say ;  but  Ihat  it  was  confidential^  and 
that  it  ref^rMd  t0  fbrgiveness  of  injuries,^  ftUl 
or  siipposed^iifto  grantiag  or  procuring  fiitm^e 
coociiiatton»  and  the  extensions^  of  bountj,  on 
terms,  is  evidpat  from  Mr.  Black'li  wotdb,  to 
tiie  synod,  in  178(X  These  words  are  as  foUow: 
^  Mr.  Black  informed  the  synods  that  he  bad 
waited^  on  ford  Castlereagh^  BY  DESIHB,  when 
be  wns  informed  by  his  lordship,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  bis^  iqs^sty's'  ministers  to  make  a 
pfWision  for  the  dissenting-  clergy,  in  terms  dif^ 
fcftnt  fivm  those  an^  which  the* p^sent  Ri  D.  was 
paid  to  tkemy  and  that  hia  lordship  had  esEpressed 
a  desire  that  the  syiMMl  would  appoint  one  or 
more  of  their  nuiqber  to  confer  with  govern^ 
meat  on  this  siibjeok  Mr.  IMack  farther  stated 
thai  aa  an  individual,  he  waa  honored  witii 
much  conversation,  relative  to  the  general  con- 
cerns of  the  synod,  and  found  the  dispositions 
of  government,  in  his  judgment,  lAerat,  conci^ 
Ifotofy,  znd  satisfaclory.^*' 

Thfm  aro.tbe  words:  of  tbft  vnodts.  minute^ 
upon  which,  I  presume,  when  the  circumstances 
of  the- times  are  considered,  comment  is  unne* 
cessary.  The  same  minute  informs  us  thali, 
<*  in  consequence  of  this  information,  the  rev. 

John 
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J^bhn  Baiikhead  moderator^  Mr.  Black  and  dr. 
I&ittle  were  appointed  commissioners  to  comma* 
ilicate  with  government  on  this  subject." 

•  _  ,    .  ,    , 

This  commission  must  hate  been  speedily 
execpted^  ^  the  synod  met '  early  in  October 
following,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  commis-^ 
sioners.  What,  their  report  was ;  or  rather^ 
what  their  reports  were,  does  not  appear.  That 
ttiey  differed,  in  'some  important  points,  is  ad- 
mitted;  and,  that  the  mode  of  distributing  thel 
bounty,  when  augmented,  was  not  approved 
of  by  the  body,  1  believe,  is  equaHy .  certain. 
What  peculiar  chaiiges^may  have  been  propoeed 
during  the  yealrs  1801  and  1802,  I  shall  not 
presume  to  say;  but  that,  which  was  fihally> 
presented  from  govefnmeiit,  for  the  adoption  of 
the  synod,  in  1803,  at  the  fullest  meeting,  I  be- 
lieve, ever  known,  wsts,  that  the  synod  should  be 
divided  into  three  classes— that  the  ministers  fiol- 
ding  the  best  endowekl  and  most  numerous  Con* 
gregations,  sixty  two  in  number,  should  receive 
jftlOO  each—that  the  ministers  of  the  siity  tvVo, 
next  in  number  and  stipend,  should  receivej675^ 
—and  the  remaining  sixty  two  j650.  In  order 
to  prepare  for  the  discussion  of  this  proposal,  a 
census  of*  the  numbers  and  stipend  of  eadh  con- 
gregation was  taken,  and  returned  to  some  officer, 
I  know  not  Whom,  by  which  the  proposed  clas- 
sificalion  wa^  regutated.  Matters  being  thus 
iirranged,  the  measure  was  discussed,  as  I  have 

N  n  «aid, 
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Mid,  in  1805,  with  more  warmth,  mi  €anied> 
with  greater  diflliGiiHjr,  than  ever  iji^as  knowa  in 
that  body.  Tha^  it  wa»  carried  by  9  very  smatt 
msyority,.  and  continued  to  be  highly  dis^- 
provedy  is  evident,  froip  a  motion  passed  m^ 
I6O6,  by  a  respectable  majority,  in  the  follow- 
ing words :  ^'  mored  that  the  members  appointed 
tQ  w^it  on  the  lord  Ueutenstnt  be  instructed 
hi;m&ly  to  suggest  tolii^  grac|,  thjr  propriety, 
th^  ppiicy  and  the  advantage,  of  an  equalhation 
^  liis  xjliaj^ty's  bounty,  ccnnprehending  the. 
two  congregations  which  at  present  receive  no 
bounty  ^  Thp  njepibers  abovQ^  alluded  to,  a^^ 
'^  appointed  to  waif;  on  the  lord  lietitenaut,*'^ 
w^re  the  moderatori  the  ministers  of  the  pres- 
hytevy  of  Dublin,  Mr.— now  doctqrr- Black, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Henry.  For  what  reason  I 
kaow  not^  the  appointment  of  '^  the.  ministers^ 
of  Dublin  and  dr.  Black,  wa&  retracted^  and 
others  nominated  in  their  place.  Against  4he 
mstructions  given  to  these  gentlemen,  twenty 
nine  entered  their  protest.  Hence  a  presump- 
tioa  arises,  that  they  had  been,  from  the  begin* 
nin^;,  patroos  and  promoters  of  the  system. 
Nor  is  this  presumption  weakened  by  a  curious 
fact^  This  is,  that  of  eight  members,  who  pro* 
tested  against  retracting  the  appointment  of  the* 
Dublin  ministers,  as  part  of  an  embassy,  ta 
suggest  to  his  excellency,  ^Jie  proprietyy  policy^ 
and  advantages,  of  equalizing  the  R.  D.  these 
very  Dublin  ministers^  dr.  M[DowcU  and  the 

rev. 
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rev.  James  Horner,  were  two.  Whether  these 
same  ministers,  or  one  of  them,  in  company 
With  dr.  BUtck,  anticipited  the  approslch  of 
tiie  comikii^sMners,  by  whom  they  Were  sdp^- 
seded,  to  the  ear  or  otiier  t^rgans  of  vice  rbyilt^^ 
they  can  best  tell.  To  theth  ifaereforb^  I  refi^r 
my  reaiders.  Bat,  be  that  bi  it  may,  the  cotti- 
miisiotiei^s,  in  reporting  their  embatey^  maWe 
no  mention  of  their  gracious  receptioh  at  thte 
<:aftle,  or  th^  attention  paid  to  th^ir  saggestioni. 
ThM  r^^ort  is  very  conctse,  and  suggestis  soitie 
iMtriittion.  <'  Dr.  William  Neilsonr,  the  late 
moderator;  irad  a  report  of  themiainnerinwhicli 
he  iind  his  feUow  commissioners,  ap{iothted  to 
wait  on  the  lord  lieutenant,  hid  execiiied  their 
ciimmtssioh;  iipon  which  it  wa^  moved  an^ 
tiiiatiiinoirsly  agreed  to,  Ifaat  thanks  be  i^nrneil 
to  the  commissioners  for  the  foAftful  iQaniiet  ik 
which  they  had  executed  their  commission« 
Thanks  were  returned  (rota  the  chair  accordr 
injly^ 

Dr.  Nelson  read  alA>  tbft  Urd  Iteutenatit's 
4UMiwer  to  our  address  of  lai^t  year^  likewise  a 
letter  from  Mr.  wcfetary  Elliot,  in  answer  to 
the  application  of  the  synod  for  an  equalizatiotp 
if  Ids  mtgestjfs  bmnty,  wfaieii  were  ordered  to-be 
inserted  in  the  rai!ntates>  cind  are  as  follows. 


N  n  2  LORD 
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LORD  lieutenant's  ANSWER. 

The  ministers  and  elders  of  the  general  synod 
of  Ulster  are  entitled  to  my  best  thanks,  for  %\\e 
Covd'mAiiy  witli  which  they  express  tb<^ir  satis- 
faction at  xpy  appointment  tp  the  government 
of  this  part  of  tt^e  united  kingdom.  I  can  assure 
them  that  it  shall  eyer  be  the  most  important 
object  qf  my  administration,  as  it  19  the  most 
l^nxious  wish  of  my  neart,  to  secure  to  every 
flass  and  description  of  hi«  majesty'^  subjects  in 
Ireland,  all  the  bkfsings  cojmefted  with  civil  and 
religious  liberty :  and  it  will  give  me  sincere 
pleasure  to  convey  to  our  most  gracioi^  sovereign 
the  assurances  contained  in  the  address  now 
presented  to  me,  of  gratitude  for  his  paterni^I 
oare>  and  loyal  attacl^mept  to  his  sacred  person 
}^n(}  government 

THE  secretary's  ANSWER, 

DuUin  Castle  26/A.  Jufy,  I S04. 

Sir, 

His  grace,  the  lord  lieutenant,  having  given 
the  most  mature  deliberation  to  the  suggestions 
which  you  were  deputed  to'  communicslte  to 
him,  in  respect  to  the  arrangement  of  the 
regium  donunij  and  having  also  taken  the  senti- 
ments of  his  majesty's  confidential  servants  or 
the  subject,  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you, 
for  the  information  of  the  respectable  person^ 
who  conipose  the  presbyterian  synod  of  twister, 

that 
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that  it  is  not  judged  advisable  to  recommend  to 
his  majesty  any  alteration  in  the  mode  at  pre* 
itent  adopted  in  the  distribution  of  that  fund.  * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

sir, 

ypur  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

W.  E14-IOT." 

The  rev.  dr.  Nei^^io^, 

J)undalkf 

s 

I 

These  two  documents  are  of  some  importance^ 
As  thd^  go  to  establish  two  facts. 

1.  That  his  grace  of  Bedford,  as  representative 
0f  majesty,  pledges  himself  to  secure  the  *'  bless* 
ings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  every  class 
and  description  of  his  majesty's  subjects  in 
Ireland." 

» 

Of  this  I  shall  only  observe  that  were  this 
pledge  redeemed  by  securing  these  blessings  to 
the  Irish  people,  Ireland  would  be  a  land  of 
peace  and  joy,  the  union  with  Britain  less  irk- 
some, and  the  British  isles  invulnerable  by  an 
enemy. 

2.  That  the  continuance  of  classification, 
though  pronounced  by  the  synod,  in  1806, 
^'  improper,  impolitic,  and  disadvantageous,'* 
was  persevered  in,  not  by  his  majesty's  com- 
pciand^  ]^ii|(  Oi)  the  opinion  of  his  majesty's  con- 
fidential 
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fidential  servants^  that  it  was  not  advisable  tti 
recommend  to  bis  mi^esty  any  alteration  in  tbA 
mode  of  distributing  the  regiuin  doimiiik  tihett 

adopted." 

This  sketch  I  have  here  inserted,  though  some 
may  think  it  out  of  place^  to  shew  that  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  distributing  the  royal  bounty  wa?^ 
not  only  disagreeable  l6,  but  opposed  by,  a 
numerous  and  respectable  portion  of  the  minis- 
ters of  the  synod.  Whether  merit  or  demerit 
/nay  attach  to  its  promoters  and  advocates,  it  is 
but  justice  to  Chenl  ftnd  the  synod,  that  their 
liames  should  be  made  known,  as  far  as  may  be 
done  with  correctness.  To  this  end,  the  protest; 
of  1806  against  iastriucting  the  members,  ap^ 
pointed  to  wail  op  the  lord  lieutenant,  to* sug- 
gest to  his  grace  the  propriety  &c«  of  an  equalize 
ation  of  his  majesty^s  bounty,  is  the  only  guide 
of  Ivfaich  I  know,  which  may  be  djftpended  on  i 
and  their  names  are  as  follow ; 


&en«  M'Dbwd,  D.D. 
Robert  Bkck;  D.  D, 
Kobert  Rentoiil, 
Samuel  Barber, 
John  M^Caxuii 
John  Thorn, 
Andi^sw  Craig^ 
Geor|^  Hajr, 
William  Niordand, 
Tli(4nas  WKbj. 
TfaoiliaB  Owning, 
William  Monteithy 
Hugh  Brooke, 
Satn.  Cuthbertson, 
Jo:iq>h  Osborne^ 


Jdm  WhStattde^ 
John  DavitQiis 
Josiah  Ker, 
Wniiarii  Han&iltoif, 
James  Homer, .         ^ 
William  Ramsay^ 
Robert  Orr, 
William  Dunlop, 
Henry  Elder, 
Alex.  Montgome^f 
Henty  Simson, 
Benjamhi  Mitdbel^ 
Wifliam  Moore, 
Samud  Watson. 

That 


r 
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That  many  ^Ihe^^  neve  eo^nected  wHh  tliese^ 
M  1803,  ii^  eertam;  and  thj^t  many  con tiimedl 
aecaBionaity  ta  Tote  wUh  tkeoi)  in  the  same 
cause,  IB  110*  tp  b^  doubted;  Yet,  tbeee  gen* 
ttemee  adteifl^iii  the  second  reiason  for  tfte  protest, 
to  wbicb  thek  nameo  are  signed,  that  twenty 
nine  onfy  Toted  ag^mst  it^  tiioDgh  the  meeting 
consisted  of  e^bfy-six^  and  that,  of  tu>enfy  elders^ 
Aey  wepe  wpported,  trnfyi  by  fimr.  That,  oi  , 
ttiese  tweiity-nine,  alt  attached  to  classification, 
and  to  each  other,  the  rev.  dr.  Blaqk  and  dr. 
M'Dowet,  with  Messrs.  Homer,  Cnnving,,  and 
thu  rev.  Johft  Thompson,  unfortunately  absent 
on  this  occasion,  were  the  most  con^icuoua 
leaders.  In  the  priyalions.  of  which  I  have 
complained  as-grievances,  and  Some  other  efforts 
rejecting  widows,  &c.  dr^  *Black  and  Mr« 
Cuming  o&ly  are  mentioned,  the  one  as  a  f  Meris/, 
the  other  as  an^  intended  Tn^ver.  That  they  cob* 
tinned  so  iq  some  others*  of  which  I  am  now 
to  complain,  i  shall  endeavour  to  jshewi 

After  a  liberaUon.  fipom  prison^  uasQ|Iiqtte4 
by  m^.  qr  ^ay  ottier  person  on  xay  beha|j(^  an<} 
s^.  i^fM^t  ces^qtfuji  convoy^  at  the  expense  of 
giO¥emi»e{)t|  tq  niy.  friecHl^  and  family,  lymang 
Qttief  mml/^^  pf  ^ppn^vi^g  kmdjDesp,  the  ifume? 
i^QUS  and:r«spef}^ajb^e  copgregatioa  of  Doqe^gojr^ 
fsi^rep^e^)  thirc^^h  a  n^ui^r  of  their  memjk^rs, 
some  of  which  had  known  me  from  my  boyi$b 
4ays,  a  warm  desire  that  I  would  become  sue* 
'     ^  cesser 
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cessor  t6  their  then  minister,  a  venerable  old 
man,    but  sinking  under  infirmity.      On  tbb 
sttbjeot  I  demurred,  though  he  warmly  encou- 
raged me  to  concur  with  the  people's  wish,  being 
,tben  undetermined  whether  I  would  continue 
to  reside  in  Ireland.     During  this  delay,  the 
matter  was  talked  of  publicly  in  the  country. 
Some  good  souls  became  alarmed  with  the  ap* 
prehension  of  my  settling  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  members  of  the  congregation  were  told^ 
^  that,  any  congregation  taking  me,  as  their 
minister,  would  be  excluded  froip  royal  bounty^ 
The  good  old  man  was  assured  that,  if  he  resign- 
ed in  my  favor,  on  the  synodical  regulation  of 
retaining  the  bounty  for  life,  be  would  be  left 
,  unsupported  in  his  old  age,  as  the  bounty  would 
certainly   be    withdrawn,   on    my   instalmeuL 
These,  having  reached  my  ear,  I  immediately 
removed  all  uneasiness,  from  all  concerned^  in 
an  interview  with  Wm.  Owens,  Esq.  a  member 
of  the  congregation,  the  oldest  man,  I  believe^ 
in  the  country,  and  of  a  character,    which  no 
man  has  ever  impeached,  and  few — ytry  ftvf 
indeed,  have  equalled.     That  these  reports  pre- 
vailed—that they  were  circulated  on  the  autho- 
rity of  a  conjidentiat  pei^n,  and  that  that  persoa 
was  believed  to  be  dr.  Black,    agent  for  the 
bounty>  I  firmly  believe.     How  far  they  had 
truth  to  support  them,  dr.  Black  best  knows] 
to  him,  therefore^  I  appeal. 

However, 


However  soon  after  this,  a  presumption  thj^t 
•dr.  Blaak  and  some  of  his  connexions  might 
be  Qoncerned  in  such  reports  rose  towards  pro- 
babilit/.  In  the  autumn  of  1803»  I  received 
,%n  invitaUon  to  J^eadjr,  within  six  miles  o£ 
Armagh,  which  was  inunediately  followed  by  a 
call  to  take  charge  of  a  small  congregation  th^re. 
This  gave  an  immediate  alarm.  Emissanefs  were 
set  to  vfork  with  all  the  principal  people,  on 
every  o|pportunity,  |o  >earn  thejpa  of  the  ruin 
they  would  incur  by  a  connexion  with  me.  The  | 
few  Thomas  Cuming  was  said  to  be  indefatigable. 
Kadottbt,  more  mig^t  be  said  thaa  was  really  * 
true.  But  the  following  fact,  which  reats  oa 
.the  written  authority  of  a  m»a  of  truth  and 
honor,  and  which  I  bsme  in  ,my  possession,  is 
proof  sufficient  that  neither  he  nor  his  brother 
'Black  was  idle,  or  lukewarm.  To  prevent  sus- 
picion of  misrepresentation,  I  shall  state  it  in 
the  gentleman's  own  words. 

"  Some  time  after  the  rev*  doctor  Dickson 

was  asked  to  preach  for  the  congregation  of 

Keady,  I  happened  to  be  in  the  town  of  Armagh. 

.  There  I  saw  the  rev.  Messrs.  Black  and  Cuming^ 

to  whom.  I  made  up  and  saluted  them,  as  old 

friends  and  acquaintances.    After  some  ordinary 

conversation^  Mr.  Black  told  me,  he  had  seen 

my  niune  where  he  never  thought  io  seo  it,  vi2. 

at  a  call  to  the  rev.  dr.  Dickson  to  be  our  stated 

pastor  at  Keady.     I  enquired  the  reason.    Me 

,  O  o  said 
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said  he  was  not  a  lo^al  man,  as  he  had  fieeir 
appointed  adjutant  general  to  the  rebel  army  at 
Baliinahinch,  and  asRed:  me  if  I  had  read  the 
reports  of  the  committee  of  the  hoase  of  lords 
Relative  to  him.     I  said  I  had  not;  but  although 
the  doctor  was  confined  he  was  never  brought 
to  triaf ;  and  we  and  every  man  had  a  right  to- 
deem  him  and  all  in  such  a:  sHuatixm  inmacentr 
until  the  Taws  of  their  country  found  them  other- 
wise* He,  dr.  Black  said  that,  as  to  his  being* 
concerned  in  the  rebellion*  and  guilty  of  impro- 
per conduct  thcreirr,    he  had   no  manner  of 
doubt ;   and  the  reason  he  was  not  tried  was> 
that  the  person,  who  had  given  their  lordships 
information  against   the  doctor  had  made  it  a 
point  not  to-  be  brought  forward  to  swear  as  a 
xoitness  on  the  tnaK     1  then  alleged  thai  any  de- 
signing villain  might  deprive  me  or  any  loyal 
man  of  his  liberty  when  he  made  p^oints-  at  the 
time  of  giving  such  information;   and  that  rt 
appeared  to  me  the  doctor  was  persecuted  when 
not  prosecuted.    Doctor  Black  said,  ^^  If  he  was 
to  become  the  stated  pastor  of  Ready  it  would  he 
the  greatest  stigma  on  the  presbyterian  cause  that 
rcer  Ae  knexo  to  happen^    In  return,  I  said,  I 
had  no  doubt  of  the  doctor*^s  loyalty, '  and,  if  he 
accepted  of  our  small  new  congregation,  it  would 
be,  a  high  gratification  to  me,  andl  hoped  he 
would  be  my  minister  during  ray  life.     Mr. 
Black  said,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  doctor's 
accepting  the  congregation,  if  he  was  offered  it, 

b«t 
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but  said  that  we  ware  the  last  people  he  ever 
thought  would  have  given  ^uch  a  mm  a  calL 
I  am  ready  and  willing  to  swesH*  that  a  conver« 
sation  to  the  effect  of  the  abav«  statement  took 
pUce  between  dr.  Black  and  me,  in  the  street 
of  Armagh,  between  the  time  the  doctor  firsl 
preached  at  Keady  and  the  time  he  let  us  know 
he  would  accept  the  call  of  said  congre<^ation. 

.  Mr.  Cuming  told  a  story  relative  to  dr.  Dick- 
son's  baptizing  a  -diild  for  aome  person  in  the 
county  of  Down,  I  think,  near  Ballinahinjch. 
Ije  named  the  man^  and  said  he  had  travelled 
with. him  to  a  former  synod,  but.  I  forget  his 
name.  This  person  should  have  told  Mr.  Cum- 
ing that  after  the  doctor  had  bapti^sed  his  child 
^d pleasantly  spent  the  evening,  on  going  away,  ' 
be  went  to  see  the  doctor  on  horseback,  and 
the  doctor  there  told  ^im  ''perhaps  he  would 
never  see  ium  again,  and  th^it  tbis  was  a  day  or 
two  before  the  disturbance  broke  oyi  at  Ballina^ 
hinch:'  I  thouglit,  hy  the  iponv^rsation,  Mr. 
Cuming  meant  to  shew  me,  tlie  doctor  took 
guilt  to  himself  as  being  a  r^W."— This  also  I 
am  willing  to  swear  if  called  upon." 

This  written  dociiment,  if  genuine,  and  I  here- 
by pledge  myself  to  prove  it  sucii,  renders  it, 
not  only  pr£?6flW(?,  \>\xt  highly  probable,  that  pre- 
sumption was  not  too  bold  in  ascribing  iheie- 
ports,  which  I  haye  nje/itiftnod  to  the  rev  dr. 

Oo?  ^      Black' 
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Black  and  his  connexions.  The  eiforts  attribtN 
ted  to  4r.  Black  are  of  suefa  a  complexion  that 
hb  obj^t  cannot  be  mistaken;  and,  though 
Mr.  Cuming^s  story  displays  as  much  childish^ 
ness,  in  substance  as  ingenuity  in  the  applica- 
tion, H  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  his  object 
was  the  same. 

That  the  written  document,  ^hich  I  have 
copied,  is  genuine,  admits  of  proof  as  clear  as 
any  things  of  the  kind  possibly  can  do,  !Nlr. 
Sam«el  Cuming,  the  writer,  was  born  in  the' 
congregation  of  Keady.  lie  was  a  man,  not 
only  highly  respected,  but  of  a  character  the 
most  amiable,  and  pleasing  manners.  From  an 
early  period  of  his  Hfe  he  had  resided  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  during  many  yezTB  had  been  agent  for 
lord  Farnham,  landlord  of  the  place,  and  sur-' 
roonding  country  s  and  seneschal  of  the  manor, 
which  embraces  a  tract  of  Country  vastly  more 
extended.  Hence,  his  hand- writing  must  be 
well  known  to  every  respectable  land-holder  j^ 
to  every  gentleman,  many  of  whom  are  his 
relatives;  and  every  man  6f  business,  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  which  hand-writing  I  have  in 
my  possession. 

As  this  enables  me  to  tiscerlain  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  document,  I  have  what  appears  to 
pkty  sufficient  proof  that  it  was  not  written  from 
pejadipe>  ill-will,  or  any  other  uu   orthy  mo- 
tive. 


five«    Mr^  CttBiing  skys,^  ^'*  he  went  up  amd 
ttlutedP  his  namesake  Cuming  and  dr.  Black, 
not  only  asaUacq4iaintancesbiit//*/radiir.'^  Thai 
he  WM^  and  long  bad  beeOj  a  warm  friend  to 
dr.  Black  was  welt  known.    The  doctor,  when 
a  young  man^  had  been  a  candidate  for  the 
congregation  of  Keady.     On  that  occasion  Mr. 
•Cuming  supported  him,  not  only  by  his  vote, 
but  by  alt  the  influence  which  his  public  situa- 
tions gave  him  in  the  congregation ;  and  fre- 
quently regretted  that  his  exertions  were  vain. 
After  the  above  interview,  I  have  often  heard 
him  refate  these  exeriions,  and  at  the  same  time 
declare,  that  nothing  but  that  interview,  ever 
gave  him  a  suspicion  that  be  had  mistaken  his 
mail,  and  that  his  friendship  had  been  misplaced. 
Whenever  this  subject  was  mentioned  he  became 
Irritated;  and  when  it  became  known,  after  the 
meeting  of  synod,  in  1803,  that  Keady  was 
excluded  from  a  share  in  the  royal  bounties^  he 
attributed  the  exclusion,    without  reserve,   to 
his  two  old    "  friends  and  acqi»aintances*'  dr. 
Black  and  Mr.   Cuming,      In  this  opinion  I 
belifeve,  few,  if  any,  of  his  neighbours  differed 
from  him.     Under  this  impression,  some  were 
for  libelling  them  as  slanderers,  and  others  for 
having  ft  memorial  presented  to  the  lord  lieute* 
trant,  complaining  of  partiality,    and  praying 
Ifaat  they  might  be  admitted  to  a  participation 
fjf  the  royal  bounty.     Both  these  measures  I 
apposed  I  the  former,  its  unworthy  of  a  minis- 
ters 


286  REV.  DE.  DICKSON'S 

ter;  the  latter,  because  I  was  fully  determined 
ne^er  to  share  any  royal  bounty,  if  granted^  in 
connexion  with  the  sj^nod,  while  my  ttaoie  ap- 
peared in  their  records,  stained  with  a  positive 
^Mrge  of  being  ^^  implicated  in  treasonable 
ftnd  seditious  pracJLioes/' 

These  being  repressed*  it  was  resolved  to 
present  a  memorial  to  the  synods  at  their  moat- 
ing in  1804,  stating  their  case,  complaining  of 
th^  contempt  and  iosult  with  which  tliey  were 
treated,  and  begging  to  be  informed  expliciibf 
for  what  reasons  they  bad  been  so  treated.  To 
3uch  as  are  unacquainted  with  our  disciplipe^ 
this  memorial  may  not  be,  either  unentertain- 
ij3g«  ov  withojuJt  interest;  and*  it. will  be  obsen^ed 
that,  in  it,  tlie  congregation  of  K^ady  neitlier 
beg  a  share  in  the  bounties  conferred  upon  their 
brethren^  lior  solicit  the  intercessory  itiQuence 
of  the  s^nod  to  procure  an  extension  of  bounty 
jto  themselves.     The  memorial  is  as  follows ; 

s 

^  REV.  SIRS, 

We,  the  congregation  of  Keady,  erected  by 
your  authority,  in  the  year  1802^  as  wi)l  appear 
Jn  your  minutes^  and,  from  that  date,  acting  m 
conformity  with  the  rules  of  your  body,  and 
under  the  sanction  of  the  jrev.  the  presbytery  of 
Tyrone,  havf^  proceeded  to  the  call  of  a  minister, 
who  was,  and  is,  the  object  of  our  unanimous 
choice^  and  has  been  regularly  installed  as  our 

pastor  j 
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pistor ;  and  to  the  erection  of  a  meeting-house, 
which  will  be  completely  covered  in,  before  your 
wisdoiiis  shall  have  disposed  of  this  ouf  address. 
In  these  our  proceedings,   we  Irave  demeaned 
ourselves  as:  persbyterians;,  and  considered  our-^ 
selves  as  a  constituent  part  of  your  body,  sub*» 
ject  to  all  your  rules  in  discipline  and  church 
government,  and  entitled  to  an  equitable  share  m 
all  your  privileges,  royat  bounties,  parliamenta- 
ry grants,,  and  ira  perial  favors.     It  is  wiih  heart- 
felt regret  that  we  feel  ourselves  obliged  to  com-^ 
plain  thut  our  situation  has  been  overlooked,, 
and  pur  expectations  disappointed.    This  com- 
plaint we  submit  to  your  wisdom,  piety,  justice, 
and  regard  to  the  presby  terian  church  of  Ulster, 
whicb>  we  are  confident,  ye  consider  as  a  part 
of  the  church  of  christ.    We  beg  leave  to  ask,: 
with  all  possible  deference,  respect  and  humili- 
ty^ (on  the  supposition  that  your  late  negbtia^ 
tions  with  the  government  of  this  country  is  to 
be  the  support,    interest,  and  honor,  of  saidf 
Presbyterian  church)  why  we  have  not  been 
included  in  them?     We  presume  to  ai^,  whe» 
ther  it  is  because  we  are  not  christians  in  prin- 
ciple,   and  presbyterians    in  discipline:    and, 
whether  any  person  in,  or  out  of,  your  very 
rev.  body,  has  charged,  ar  will  come  forward  to 
charge,  us,  am/  of  us,  or  our  respited  pastor^ 
with  any  ward,  act,  or  deed,  either  as  memberx 
of  your  church,  or  of  tlie  Hate,  on  account  of 
which  we  can,  or  ought  to  be,  in  any  particular 

manner, 
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manner,  stigmatized  bjr  you,  or  precltfded  the 
beoeiit  of  anj  boiinty,  royal,  parliameatifry^ 
or  imperial,  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  pres- 
byterians  of  Ulster.  Your  answer  we  request 
with  earnestness,  and  at  the  same  time^  with  all 
that  respeiit,  with  which  it  becomes  bumUer 
}^ity  U>  approach  your  rev.  tribunal. 

We  hereby  appoint  &c.  &c. 

That  there  itraS  point  in  this  ttiemoWit}  h  «vi-» 
dent    That  that  point  was  shurpened  by  the 
hingnage  of  dr.  Black  and  the  rev.  Mr/  GttnMii^, 
in  the  interview  already  metittoned  id  certain. 
Mr.  Satniiel  (fuming  did  not  conceal  that  lan-^ 
guage.     Hence  it  was  believed  and  cir^lated 
that  my  being  **   implicated  in'. seditious  and 
treasonable  practices,"  as  the  synod  bav6  asier^ 
ted,  was  the  reason  why  tl>e  congregation  of 
Keady  was  ^*  overlooked*'  m  the  new  anraiig6- 
itient  for   the  distribution  of    king^'s  bounty/ 
The  synod  felt  this,  and  that  they  were  directly 
dalled  npon,  in  declaring  the  reason  for  *•  over- 
looking** the  congregation  of  Keady,  either  to^ 
cliarge  themselves  wHh  neglect,  at  least ;  or  the 
congregation,  or  minister,  or  both,  with  some-* 
thing  which  rendered  them  unworthy  of  that 
favor.    No  such  charge  was  made.    D¥.  Blaek 
did  not  even  bint  at  my  «*  concern  in  rebellion/' 
"  my  improper  conduct  therein,**  or  *•  any 
disloyalty  gf  any  kind  ;*^  mudi  lest  "  Of  my 

rank 
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rank  o£  adjatant  general  in  the  rebel  army/'  as 
the  reason,  or  any  part  of  the  reasoni  of  such 
*'  omissianJ^  In  f^ct  there  was  a  silence,  ua« 
common  on  such  occasions,  for  some  minutes^ 
However,  after ;  some  whispering,  a  naturalized 
alien  arose,  and>  with  great  affected  violence^ 
reprobated  the  mqmorial,  as  disrespectful^  irqnir 
col,  insulting,  and  moved  its  rejection.  This^ 
the  commissioners,  by  their  good  temper,  pre-^ 
vented*  They  immediately  proposed  to  expunge 
the  offensive  parts,  and  reduce  it  to  a  simple 
inquiry.  This  being  granted,  the  reduction 
was  made,  and  the  memorial  admitted,  in  the 
terms  expressed  in  the  synod^s  minute,  which 
are  as  follow :  ^'  J^  paper  was  presented,  from 
the  second  congregation  of  Keady,  praying  the 
synod  to  give  information  why  it  had  not  been 
included  in  the  late  negaciations  of  the  synod 
>Vith  government;  and  why  it  should  be.prof 
x:lttded  the  benefit  of  bounty?" 

From  this  minute,  sanctioned  as  it  is,  it 
ittust  be  evident  to  every  man  that  it  neither 
prftys  for  a  share  in  the  bounty  granted  to  the 
synod  of  Ulster,  nor  the  aid  of  that  body  to 
procure  an  extension  of  bounty  to  the  congre« 
gation  of  Keady.  They  simply  ask,  '^  infer* 
matioii,  why  they  had  not  been  iiicluded  in  the 
negociations,  and  why  they  were  precluded  the 
benefit  of  .the  compact.  With  pain  inexpressible^ 
I  have  written  the  last  word,  but,  it  is  so  neces- 

^  p  ?aril^ 
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sarilj  implied  ih  the  *ord  **  ncgocUtidns,*'  that 
I  couki  ndt  avoid  it.  D^r.  Black  in  his  repdrty 
Snflieyear  1800,  of  a  cohMtiitXBA  coritertdtion 
with  ih^  Irhh  minister,  mentiotis  the  wera 
«♦  terms/'  Of  these  "  tfefrtJs'''  I  kh<w  nothingr 
except  what  every  body  knows,  that "  classifi- 
cation*^ was  one  -,  and  whM  I  hate  mentioned^ 
froni  the  grant  of  ^I78a,  so  different  from  ail 
former  gr^nt^,  which  I  hare-  seen,  and  irhlch 
conveys  the  idea  of  a  bribe,  raflier  thait  a  reward^ 
or  encouragement  to  promote  religbms  knowkdge 
and  rttigioiis  virtue.  The  words  wilt  be  rfemem- 
bered  and;  I  Am  siire,  every  presbyterian  ought 
to  remete^ber,  and  to  think  of  them  carefblly 
and  seriously"  1 1.  i^<  to  be  distrrbuted  among 
^l^CH  of  the  non^cdnforming  ministers,  in  such 
inannety  as  be  or  they  shall  find  necessary,  for 
our  servicer  and  the  good  of  said  kingdom. 
These  are  the  words-^-^—^and,  in  my  apprehen- 
sion ominous  words.  When  combined  with  the 
terms  of  classification,  my  fear  isy  that  they 
involve  the  death-warrant  of  presbyterian  Inde- 
pendence in  their  bosom— —the  prayer,  of  my 
hearty  that  that  fear  may  be  eroundUss.^ 

^ 

Thest 

•  la  tl^  fear«  I  feci  wanMfcsd  by  Om,  bt^  dr.  CSanf^Jlr 
preibyterian  minister  of  Cionoiell,  and  formerly  of  Armajj^ 
He  was  commiasioQer  from  the  synod,  for  sef eral  years,  ift 
^eir  neiodatiofiB  With  goYemroent  for  bounty.  Early  in  1763« 
some  members  of  synod  wei^  favored  b^  communicationi, 

through 
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These  things  apart^  the  good  temper^  and 
gMd  s^nse^  &f  the  cofnipissjoners  from  Keady^ 

P  p  2  gam 

tlirbogh  Vbe  Itte  liM^  Chirfetabht,  and,  I  b^fi^e,  Mr.  6tevr»t 
of  Kitlymoeii,  4f^  th«  libeml  4ii|it3liitmn6  of  ^y^ment  («• 
^v)Na  Ae  t>^«  m^d  mlbodrtgf  mem  tp  appiy  for  ab  ad4ietoilaI 
b^ntjr  or  ^I0>000»  The  ay  pod  caught  at  t|ie  b«t»  pctitiooefl^ 
and  appointed  dr.  Campbell  to  conduct  the  interesiin^  iHisinees. 
For  a  time,  ^ery  thing  teemed  t(>*  prbmiae^  that  the  petition 
fvtMild  be  granted  in  ftfH.  His  ^ace  of  Portland  and  the  mi- 
nifby  of  the  day  gave  it  open  countenance ;  but  before  it  could 
Im  'COfttpleted,  he  watf  recalled,  ^tkdi  \cft4  Northingion  sent  over 
to  occupy  the'  inc^-pegsil  throne.  Willi  li^w  men,  new  measures 
succeeded.  Among  these,  a  diminution  of  the' inteiided  grant 
of  bounty  was  one.  To  tbis  a  tedious  and  expensive  election 
in  a  Northern  countfTi  in  which  a  great  m^rity  of  the  free- 
bolders  9X^  pfesbyterian^/ toolc' place.  These,  generally,  op- 
pose the  interests  of  a  noble  Iqrd,  long  connected  with  govern* 
M^Mki,  in  ssppoit  of  a  famtiy,  whom  he  considered  as  upstarts. 
This  gave  tiis  lordtfhip  gveat  ofienee  ^igainst  the  whole  body. 
IlMc*  bo  opposed  the  petition  of  synod,  and  had  the  graot 
ired«codfrom  ^10^000  to  ^1,000  per  aniiuiii.  At  thfe  same 
4ime,  however,  he  procured  ^^300  per  annumi  for  another 
dM  of  preibyterians,  denominated  seceders—tht  first  with  which 
they  bid  be^n  fiMfof^d.  This  diminution  of  the  proposed  grant 
bb  grac^  of  Porthmd  declared,  afterwards^  in  a,  letter  to  lord 
Charlemont»  to  be  "  foolUH  and  impdiilic,  a$  it  prevenied  go^ 
nsmment  qf  ike  mosi  valuabie  purchase,  which  U  ever  had  «# 
^pporhtnit^  qf  making  in  Ireland.^ 

nteM  citCQttistances  dr.  Cam^b^Q  ncvet  mentioned,*  evea 
aimong'  Us  k\^nd»,  ^itfibm  ^ressldns  of  regret  and  disgust* 
jliid  th'en  whfa  seeming'  camion.  This  excited  my  curiosity. 
Atid«  an  the  king's  letter  had  riever  been  read  publicly,  I  re- 
ptetdHy  requested  a  s^ght  of  it»  that  I  might  learn  the  cause 
of  these  feelingi.    This  howerer,  be  persevered  in  refusing, 

till 
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gave  rise  to  a  perplexity  as  great  as  that  which 
gave  rise  to  its  display.  A  kind  of  confused,  de- 
sultory, conversation  took  place,  in  which  no  di- 
rect answer  was  atteinpted.  This  perplexity  was 
terminated  by  a  }ucky  observation,  *'  that  the  , 
synod,  had  no  control  over  the  bounty—- <//a^ 
tkeir  hands  were  tied  up,  and  their  mouths  shut.-* 
This  declaration  was  received  as  oracular ;  and 
the  following  resolution  inserted  in  the  minute, 

till  I  ^vrote  to  him  in  Spring  1789/  that  if  he  did  not  gratify 
xne,  I  would  apply  at  the  secretary  of  state's  office  for  a  copy. 
3oon  after  this^  he  wrote  n^e  as  folio ws^ ,  enclosing  the  docq- 
ment  requirecj. 

« 
'*  Armagh^  *fun€  27 ih,  1789, 
Dr.  Doctor. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  i^  copy  of  the  king's  letter*  and  of  the 
lord  lieutenaht's  warrant,  for  £  1 ,000.  Yoa  will  jiidge  from  the 
nature  qf  the  grant,  whether  these  papers  ouglUt  or  ought  nor^ 
to  be  co|nmunics|ted  to  a/t  or  to  a  /«v." 

This  letter  I  retain^  as  a  vali^able  reliqae  of  a  wise  ancf  good 
inan :   and,   as  already  expressing  his  apprehension  that  there 
was  something,    in  the  nature  of  this. grant,  fropi  wl^ich  tl\9 ' 
mind  of  the  synod  wpold  have  recoiled.    . 

On  this  delicate  subject^  I  shall  not  hazard  a  single  remark. 
I  shall  only  ask,  whether  it  would  not  be  right  that  all  the  pres- 
byterian  ministers,  and  all  the  presbyterian  people,  should 
know  the  termf  on  which  royal  bounties  haye  been,  and.  con- 
tmue  to  be,  extended  to  them;  and  ths^t,  in  order  to.this^ 
every  letter  and  warrant  by  which  they  arc  granted  or  com- 
manded to  be  distributed,  from  the  days  of  king  Charles  II. 
to  the  present*  should  be  printed  and  published^  for  the  use  of 
such  as  may  choose  to  purchase  them  ? 
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fts  aa  answer  to  the  prayer  of  the  people  oF 
Keady :  '<  the  synod  not  considering  itself  com- 
petent,  at  present^  to  gire  the  congregation  any 
aid  in  this  business,  resolved  to  dismiss  the 
application/' 

That  this  was  no  answer  to  the  people  of 
£eady  must  be  evident  to  eviery  nian  pretending 
to  common  sense.  They  neither  asked  aid  nor 
adirice  in  procuring  bbunty ;  but  simply  *^  iufor- 
mation,  why  they  had  not  been  included  in  the 
lite  negociations  and  why  they  slumld  be  pre- 
eluded  from  the  benefit  of  bounty/'  To  neither 
of  these  questions,  do  the  words  of  the  synod 
apply,  or  refer,  in  any  manner,  direct,  or  indu 
reot. 

When  this  minute  was  communicated  to  the 
congregation  of  Keady,  they  were  hurt.  After 
some  deiiberatfon,  they  agreed  to  renew  their 
application,  and,  .if  possible,  elicit  a. direct' 
answer,  at  the  meeting  of  synod  in  ISOA.  In 
consequence  a  memorial  was  prepared,  the 
same  in  substance,  and  nearly  in  words,  with 
that  of  l&Oi,  and  commissioners  appointed  to 
present  it 

Previous  to  that  meeting,  a  new  congrega^ 
tion,  erected  in  the  county  of  Derry,  posterior 
to  the  erection  in  Keady,  had  obtained  a  minis- 
ter 9Xid  brought  forward  a  supplication.     Tbe 

object 
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object  of  tbis  supplicatitro  waB  t6  obtein  assist 
tance,  from  tiie  syiMid»  in  procuring  a  portioa 
of  ro/al  botmtj.  The  statemeot, .  in  tlitt  ayno^ 
AicBl  records,  ib  as  follows:  '*  a  memeriai  frokn 
the  newly  erected  coiigregatibn  of  JSemowjBL-'* 
Stewart,  praying  synod  to  take  such  measuries 
as  may  induce  government  to  isiltf/w  them  ^ 
portion  of  R.  D.  was  presented  to  the  synod/' 

From  the  ^  manacles*'  and  ^'  aauzates'*  com- 
plained of  last  year,  iu  th<iaftifrof  K^eady,  nei- 
ther manual  effort,  aor  reffbal  intercession  ooold 
be  expected,  on  this  oecaston,  on  any  priacq^ie ' 
of  coosisteficr,  unless  these  inatruments  of  res- 
tpaint  bad  been  remiMred.  Tbey  Were  not  re- 
moved. HeAce  the  answer  was :  *'  The  synod 
resolved  that  it  could  not  interfere  in  this  busi- 
ness." 


y 


On  the  dtspMal  of  this  memoi^l^  one,  fiiom 
Keady,  was  immediately  broughi  fbrwaard^  of 
the  sane  import  with  that  of  the  preceding  y^ear. 
The  coaAision  and  perplexity,  which  thia  im- 
pertineBt  repetition  of  a  simple  qaestion  oooa*' 
fliionsd»  may  be  easily  ccNieeivod  from  the  fel- 
lowing  minute :  *<  a  similar  memorial  oo  the 
part  of  the  newly  erected  congregation  of  Keady 
Was  withdrawn/^ 

However  pamCul  it  may  be  to  notice  the 
^M^t,  yet,  from  inspect  to  the  congregatioii  of 

Keady, 
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as» 


K^jr,  mi  IftiajfieK)  i  am  oibli|;ed  to  assert 
tf^t  tfhis  \g  a  gras9  milrepfeaenUtio».  Na  me- 
m^rif^i  similar  to  that  Csom  the  congregatioB  of^ 
N^^owo^St^w^rt^  6?er  was  ptesented,  to  the 
synod,  from  that  of  Keady.  This  I  gladly  al»- 
tribute  to  misapprehension,  arising  from  ^rprise 
imd  confdA/n,  rather  than  to  any  mean  motivey 
dr  base  d^ign.  Yet,  I  mast  observe,  that  the 
misrepi^esefitation  is  sa  gross,  that  I  \voal<{  not 
dare  te  mention  it,  were  I  Mrt,  warranted  by  the 
^dknissioa  of  the  irer.  body  by  whom  it  is  danc-^ 
tionedy  in  the  preceding  minute; 

,  Iq  tliei  year  I8dg^  I  wat  prerented  %  iilness^ 
Cfiom  i^tt^ndiag  ajrnodsr  but  in  1807  I  stated  lAi«. 
l9jMsr^re9eBtiitieci  to-the  l^dy,  whieh  the  origiv 
na)  meoftoriAi  proved  to  be  neat,  couMqnently, 
it  wa9  corrected  as  fo}Iow8|  iit  the  mimite  of 
that  year  J  with  a  black  .IvBui^d  prefuced^  laatead 
of  any  qiotioD  for  the  pmpose : 

**  Whereas  an  error  ajppears  ip  section  5th, 
^n  the  minutes  of  qiif  si^th  session^  ia  the  year 
1805,  it  isqrdered;  tbistt  sftid  error  he  correqteci 
thus:'* 

A  petition  presented  otr  the  part  of  the  new 
Greeted  congregation  of  Keady^  praying  an  an«- 
swer  to  the  following  question,  viz.  •<  Why; 
were  we  not  uicluded  in  your  Qegotlations  with 
government  respecting  bonnty  T*  was  with- 
drawn • 

The 
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The  fiictis,  this  petition  was  iviih^siwn»  after 
considerable  alteration,  from  the  apparent  im- 
possibility of  procuring  any  direct  answer  t6 
the  question  which  it  contained^  simplified  as  it 
then  was* 

Situated  as  twos,  it  will  not  Ve  thought 
strange  that  I  felt  hurt  by  this  obstinate  silence^ 
I  had  beea  branded,  by  the  synod  in  1799>with 
the  charge  of  "  treason  ^nd  )^ed|Ction. "  In  18Q3> 
|ny  treasons  and  seditions  were  particularly 
specified,  to  Mj:«  Samuel  Cuming  of  iii^ady,  by 
the  rev.  dr.  Black  ;  and  an  acknowledgment 
of  their  reality,  in  the  opinion  of  said  Mr.  S. 
Cuming^  attempted  to  be  estaUfshed  by  the 
rev.  Thomas  Cuming,  brother*in*law  to  dr. 
Black's;  lady,  aqd  now^  through  that  connexion, 
a  Presbyterian  secretcay  paid  by  tlie  crown.  lu 
consequence  of  these,  'ii  must  be  supposed  that 
many  things  were  surmifed,  and  whispered^-** 
nay  opoity  asserted^^t^n^Wy  painful  to  my  feel- 
ings, reproachful  to  my  character^  and  Tnjuri* 
ous  to  my  interests.  Who  could  doubt  the 
authority  of  dr.  Black,  with  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  lords  in  his  month  f 
Or  that  of  his  brpther  Cuming,  supported  by 
.  the  entertaining  story  of  a  man  totally  unknown 
to  him,  andj  from  his  character,  so  respectable, 
that  he  would  not  dar^  to  utter  any  thing  to 
support  Mr.  Cuming's  insinuations?  But» 
should  both  these  have  be^n  doubted^  who  could 
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idoubt  ttt6  solidity  of  the  foandation,  or  the 
fulness  and  clearness  of  the  evidence ;  on  which 
the  rev.  synod  of  Ulster  pronounced  me  guilty^  ' 
of  <^  seditious  and  treasonable  practices/'  and 
proceeded  to  withhold  a  pbrtion  of  jay  family's 
subsistence,  pver  which  vicferoyalty  alon^  ha4 
any  control  and.  whichi  as  tbey  pleaded^  180^ 
^'  on  the  faith,  of  ii>  majestjfs  government  should 
not  be  withdrawn  fTQmanjf  minister^,  during  his 
continuance  in  his  congregation^  so  long  as  it 
shall  please  his  majesty  to  continue,  the  bounty 
to  the  body  at  large/'  Ijfone  cextainly*  Hence^ 
I  hope  I  shall  appear  war rainted  in  attempting  to 
.trample  i;nj^^M'6//%  •  underfoot, .  by  extorting 
some  kind  t>f  an  answer  to  the  question  of  th^ 
isoDgregatlon  o(  Kead/^ 

Influenced  by  this  hope,  1  proddce^  a  meniow 
rial,  oil  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  presented 
it.  to  the  rev.  synod,  which  they  were  so  good 
as  to  record  in  my  own  words,  ^n  the  minute  of 
^heday* 

*<  A  memorial  from  the  tev.  William  Steel 
Dickson  D.  D.  requiring  the  synod  to  declare 
explicitly  whether  or  no  he  is  alluded  to  in  a 
part  of  a  minute  of  1799,  which  hsts  been  con- 
strued into  a  reflection  on  his  character,  as  a 
man  ^'  implicated  in  treasonable  or  seditious 
jpracticej;"  and,  if  so,   to  explain  what  they 
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thcn^tn€^tiei  by  being  impricafed  in  practice 
«<  treasonable  or  seditious"'  was  presented  to  th^ 
^Qod* 

1^h«9e  (][tiesti<Mi8;  /  trust  frbm  thtf  civcutnstani- 
tes'of  th^case,  wi)Y  be  cottsidefod^  as^  not  onljr 
reasmtMty  htx  n€c4$^tiry.  That  tbej  are  ptaiiv 
and  cfasy  of  sdhttion,  must  be  eridient.  I  ewn 
tha(r  >i^'  pro^siog.  thtrxk-,  I  Had  two  objects  m 
View.  Thfe  fonkHep  was  to  allow  my  rev.  fathers 
Attd' brethren' an  e>pportamty  of  vindicating  theiv 
byaiiyf  if  hot  their  eiece^ing  the  bounds  of 
fchur^b*dn^it>KA^,  in  accosifng,  conAeiaaki^ 
punishing,  ihd  consigtwng  to  iwtfoimy,  (as  tbey^ 
suppled)  abi^other,  agaiMt  whom  they  never 
received  a  charge  of  gniU,  ot  esMonined  a  wit- 
ness; or  of  apologizing  for  their  error,  by  plead- 
ing any  excuse  which  they  could  produce.  The 
latter  wad  to  bring  ^rwar^ .  dr.  Black  and*  his^ 
brother  Cuming  to  avow  in  puWic,  what  th^ 
one  bad  asserted,  and  the  other  insinuated,  pti^ 
vatelr/j  to  Mr.  Samuel  Cuming  to  prevent  m^ 
settlenftent  in  Keady. 

Notwithstanding  the  ptainnes»of  these  quesr 
tions,  and  in  my  opinion;  the  imperipusnes^ 
with  which  they  called  for  an  answer,  no  answer, 
was  conceded  to  cither.  The  only  circunistan- 
ces,  which  occurred  on  the  occasion,  which  I 
think  worth  n^entioning,  was  the  candid  and 
confident  declaration  of  the  rev.  Thvmas  Cum* 

ing, 


ing)  oii  my  complaining  of  ii^od  iteatment  in 
the  efforts  to  irn{»ede  my  s^Ulem^nt  at  Keady^ 
^*  that  he  bad  done  every  thing  be  cptUd  to  pre-i 
,vent  it,  and  he  was  sorry  he  could^qt  cTo.mor.^.'* 
The  rev.  dr.  Black  so  far  as  I  can  recollect^ 
ndtber  o0eped  jastrfication,  apology,  ^r  expla« 
cation.  Elsewhere  jail  was  silence^  or  mere 
whisper.  Hence,  the  resolution  was^  on  the 
wholeof  this  plain  and  simple,  but  tiot  unimpor- 
tai»t,  business  as  expressed  in  the  minute  of  the 
4ay.  «  //  xvas  UNANIMOUSLY  neMved  to  dismin 
/this  mefmriuL'' 

On  this  answer  f  shall  noi  mal^e  observation^ 
iior  pronounce  opinion.  Tiie  world  witijudgei 
tiow  far  it  was  consistent  with  the  character  of 
the  synod  of  Ulster  to .  refuse  an  answer  to  a 
brother,  demandiqg  whetb^r  he  was  one  of 
their  members  against  whom  tlVey  had  published 
an  unqualified  charge  of  *^  treason  and  sedition^*^, 
and  an  explanation  of  the  meaning,  which  they 
jiffixed  t0  the  words,  when  they  \rsed  them. 

From  this  time  (1805)  jthe  congregation  of 
jKLeady  ceased  to  be  troublesome.  They  asked 
iio  farther  questions,  respecting  reasons,  as  th^ 
might  lead  to  farther  perplexities.  However, 
tlVe  congregation  of  Newtown^Stewart,  erected 
posterior  to  Keadj/,  renewed  their  application, 
^veye^rs  afterwards,  (1800)  not  to  ask  "  why 
they  were  pr^claided  from  the  benefit  "of  boun- 
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iy  i*  but,  as  formerly,  **  praying  the  synod  tcr 
Use  its  influence  with  government  in  procur-r 
ing  to  that  congregation  a  portion  of  his  piajes* 
ty's  bounty." 

Happily  for  them,  Keady  was  now  quiescent 
tience,  they  were  not  met  with  the  appalling 
words :  '*  The  synod  cannot  interfere  iu  this 
business."  The  mouths  of  the  body  were  then 
lunmuzzled,  and  their  h^nds  free  from  shackles, 
^ence  their  prayer  was  instantly  granted,  and 
the  moderator  appointed  to  use  the  influence 
prayed  for,  as  appears  from  the  minute  of  the 
ilay  :  **  the  prayer  of  this  memorial  was  granted, 
and  the  moderator  instructed  to  draw  up  a  me^ 
morial  pursuant  to  the  sj^irit  of  supplication 
of  Newtown-Stewart,  and  have  it  presented  tp 
government  in  the^name  of  the  synod/* 

The  reception  of  this  memorial  was  such  a« 
)3iight. be  expected  from  a  government  ^'  wise, 
conciliating,  and  liberal,"  and  to  whose  friends 
phip,  for  the  prfesbyterian  body  a  donation  sq 
fconducive  to  the  honor  and  happiness  of  its 
ministers  has  been  justly  attributed.  Its  prayer 
was  immediately  glinted,  as  appears  on  the  re- 
cord of  1811.  **  Mr.  Dunlop  reported,  that 
he  had  presented  a  memorial  to  the  lord  lieute- 
nant pursuant  to  the  order  of  last  synod,  praying 
his  excellency  to  place  the  congregation  of  New* 
tPwnrStewart  ou  the  list  of  those  who  are  in  the 
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fjfecelpt  of  bis  majesty's  bounty ;  and  that  he 
bad  the  pleasure  of  informing  the  synod  that 
bis  excellency  had  been  pleased  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  memorial" 

On  this  niy;  observations  sha]|  be  few  and 
fthort.  1st.  This  comprehension  of  the  congre* 
gation  of  Newtown-Stewart,  as  appears,  was 
the  act  of  Iiis  excellency,  sotely  and  exdusiveljf. 
8d.  That  the  ereptioq  of  the  congregation  of 
N.ewtown-Stewarti  posterior  to  the  negotiations 
with  government,  relative  to  the  late  extension 
of  bounty,  was  not  pleaded  by  the  synod  against 
presenting  a  memorial  in  their  favor,  nor  by  his 
iC^ceUenpy,  9s  an  obstacle  to  its  being  granted : 
and,  consequently  that' it  could  notbetherea* 
>on  as  alleged,  but  not  insisted  on,  by  dr.  Black 
and  some  others,  in  1804,  why  that  of  Keady 
was  not  included  in  that  extension.  Hence  the 
Exclusion  of  I^eady  must  be  attributed  to  some 
ether  reason,  or  reasons.  What  these  may  have 
been,  I  leave  the  world  to  judge  from  what 
J  have  related. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  from  the  year  1805, 
neither  the  congregation  nor  minister  of  Keady, 
had  troubled  the  synod  with  memorial  or  sup- 
plication. In  1810,  I  advertised  a  narrative,  to 
be  published,  of  my  <'  confinement  and  exile,'' 
comprehending  an  account  of  the  ''  conduct  of 
%\\t  rev.  the  general  synod  of  Ulster,  towards 
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IDC   and  auy   family,    during  ^nd  rslnce    hftt 
period,  autheaticated  bjr  ei^txacts  from  the  re-P 
cords  of  that  rev,  body." 

On  the  appearance  of  this  advertisement,  a 
$ti;ange  alarm  ivas  excited,  if  I  may  judge  from 
the  number  of  letters  with  which  I  was  favored^ 
Some  of 'these  were  mejcely  scurrilous,  some 
added  threats;  but  all  were  anifnymous.  Others 
contained  friendly  cautions  and  admonitions,  to ' 
be  guarded  in  my  expression,  or  advice  ta 
;abandon  my  idea  of  publication,  as  enemies 
were  on  the  watch,  determined  to  lay  hold  of 
the  slightest  pretext  for  new  severities  against 
me.  As  the  vindication  of  my  character  against 
calumnies,  a  considerable  part  of  whicii  wa;i 
founded  on,  and  supported  by,  synodicai  re^ 
cords,  was  my  object,  on  these  ri^ords  I  de- 
pended for  that  vindication,  and  accordingly^ 
applied  to  the  synod's  desk  for  such  /ecords^ 
«ind  extracts  of  records,  as  I  deemed  necessary 
fur  my  purpose.  These^except  in  a  few  instan«* 
ces,  were  copies  of  royal  grants  to  the  jfresby*^ 
terians  of  Ulster,  from  the  days  of  Charles  2d, 
(0  the  pi^ent,  with  the  instractions  of .  govern- 
nxetit  or  *  tiie  distribution  %A  the  same.  Tbiis 
applioaiion  gave  rise  to  a  short  epistolary  cor*- 
Vesp^ndenc^,  with  tlie  rev.  secretary,  which  I. 
shall  Ttot  detail,  as  the  following  memorial, 
presented  to  tbe  synod,  in  1811^  contains  its 
substance. 
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WILLIAM  STEEL  DICKSON  D.  I>. 

.  Tlntt  on«  or  abcmt,  the  I6tli<.  of  l^ioremhep 
kstv  your  ixxemoriaJisfe,  havifng^  *  occasion  for 
fome  extmets  froin  ^e  reooirds  o£  synod,  tvrotdf 
to  your  cl^k  Ihe  vev.  Thomas  Cumingy  request** 
ing  ^*  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  same 
made  o^t,  by  such  persoir  as  he  might  choose 
to  employ,  and  tfiat  ycnr  memorialist  wbidd  pay 
Mr  txpertcc  3  m,  shouhf  Mr.  Cuming  find  it 
niConTenient  to  Kare  this  done,  memorialistl^ 
son  wouki  do  it^  provided  Mr.  Cuming  woulcl 
be  so  good  as  to  entrust  him  with  the  originals^ 
which  should  be  faithfully  FeturnedJ 
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'  To  this  tetter,  memorial^  received  a  Verbal 

answeis  fij^  his  son,  ^*  that  Mr.  Cuming  knew  h« 

had  sonlt?  of  the  papers  required,  and  some  ho 

Knew  he  h^d  not ;  but  that  lie  wouM  look  over 

this  synodic^  papers  in  his  possession,  and  have 

tfs  many  of  those  rei^uired,  a&  Ihe  had,  ready  for 
&im  in  a  day  or  two.*' 

On  the  2dth.  of  November,  memorialist'^ 
^bn  called  again^  and,  as -be  reported  «to  rae^ 
llfr.  Cuming  told  him  that,  •*  on  r^tonsitlerbig 
the  matter,  he  was  of  opinion  that  he  could  nolf 
give  official  copies  of  any  of  the  synod's  reqords> 

without 
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tvithottt  permission  of  that  body,  as  he  was  bd| 
their  servant,  particularly  towards  a  publicatiati 
which,  lie  understood,  your  menororialist  had  hf 
contemplation/' 

Memorialistj  unwilling  to  charge  Mr.  Ouniing 

with,  what  appeared  to  him,  an  inconsistency^ 

on  mere 'Verbal  authority^  wrote  to  him,  a  second 

time,  stating^  <'  said  mconsistency,  and  repeated 

liis  request  that  be  might  be  indulged  with  tho 

extracts  &c.  &c«  as  before  mentioned/' 

« 
This  request  Mr.  Cuming  refused^  in  writings 

nearly  for  the  same  reasons  as  those  specified 

above,  with,  a  denial  that  ^'  he  h^d  e it /ler  said^ 

or  intended  to  say^  that  memorialist  should  b^ 

favoured  with  copies  of  the  papers  required/! 

In  fine,  the  p^p6rs  have  hitherto  been  With-* 
holden  from  memorialist,  to  his  great  disap^ 
pointment,  and  probable  loss.  Memorialist^ 
therefore,  entreats  and  hopes  ibat  this  rev.  sy<* 
nod  will  consider  and  declare,  whether  Mr** 
Cuming'  has  acted  With  propriety  in  withhold*- 
ing  the  extracts  required ;  as  also»  that  they  will 
be  pleased  to  order  such  extracts  to  be  furnished, 
or  permitted  to  be  made»  for  his  use,  he  paying 
for  the  same>  as  originally  proposed." . 

This  memorial  being  read,  the  refusal,  of  the, 
papers  required^  was  defended  on  the  grounci 

taken. 
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taken  by  Mr.  Cuming :  *^  that,  as  a  servant  of 
the  synod  J  be  could  not  give  official  copies  of 
any  of  the  synod's  records,  .without  permissioa 
of  that  body,  particularly  towards  a  publication 
which  h^  tindefstodd  to  be  iti  contemplation.'' 
This  circumstance  was  particularly  dwelt  on, 
|jy  the  rev.  Ja'rafes  Horner,  second  pastor  of 
Hlhe  Scots  church  In  Misiry''s  Abbey,  I>Ubtin~ 
a;church  so  far  3[s  I  know,  never  so  much  ag 
dreamed  of,  except  by  its  palstors.  He  not  only 
defended  but  warmly  pfaised,  the  propriety  of 
Mr.  Cuming^s  refusal  Of  papers  to  a  man  who . 
wa'S  publishing  a  book,  "  fdr  the  purpose  of 
reflecfting  oli  the  government  of  the  country, 
and  exposing  that  body.*'  Arid,  whoever  has 
heard'  his  impressive  eloquence,  sounded  'his 
depth  as  a^^  dungeon  of  sense,  learning,  and 
loyalty,  or  read  his  uncontrh^n  displays  of  know- 
ledge, as  a  philologist  and  ofthographer.  Will  hot> 
be  surprised  by  learning  that  Mr.  Cuming's  con-* 
duct  was  approved  of.  It  was  approved  of  iiir 
Words,  equally  warm  and  strong,  by  the  follow- 
ing resolution ;  **  Resolved^  that  Mr.  Cuming 
oar  clerk,  acted  with  propriety^  anfl(^<ric%con« 
formable  to  the  nature  of  hi^  office^  in  refusing 
official  copies  of  the  papers  required.*^  Per- 
haps, however,  soibe  may  be  surprised  at  what, 
follows,  in  the  very  .^ext  lines:  •'  Resolved^ 
that  copies  of  the  following  minutes  of  synp4 
be  given  to  dr.  Dickson,  by  our  clerk."  The 
aniimtes  specined  were  given  accordingly ;  bat 

Rr  the 


508  REV.  DR.  DICKSON^S 

fiion  and  other  disagreeable  circumstances,,  to 
which  it  might  give  rise.     But,  though  be  con- 
ceded this  point,  conceiving  that  a  regard  to  his 
character  required  him  to  support  bis  veracity, 
the  went  immediately  to  Mr.  Caulfield,  a  magis- 
rate  in  town,  and  made  affidavit  of  the  truth  of. 
,  bis  report  to  me ;  a  copy  of  which  he  had  taken,  * 
immediately    after    his    leaving   Mr.   Cuming. 
This  affidavit  is  in  the  very  words  of  my  memo- 
rial to  the  synod.     Of  this  disagreement,  be- 
*  tw^een  my  son's  report,  verified  on  oath,  awl 
Mr.  Cuming's  denial,  I  shall  siay  nothing.     I 
kppei  however,  [  will  be  excused  for^asl^ing  i^ 
few  plain  questions.     **  If  Mr;  Cuming  did  not 
inean    to    fayor  me  with  such  of  the  pupers 
required,  as  he  had^'*  why  did  he  mention  that, 
^  some  of  them  he  knew  be  had,  and  some  he 
knew  he  had  not;  but  that  he  would  look  over 
the  synodicad  papers  in  his  possession,  &c;  -&c« 
If  allowing  me  such  as  he  had,-  was  not  expressed^ 
or  implied,  in  his  i^6rds  to  my  sbn^^why  was  a 
future  day  mentioned  for  a  second  call  respect* 
ing  them  ?    Without  supposing  such  intention  , 
at  first,  and  a  change  of  mind'sffterwards,  V  liat 
can  be  tb^  meaning  of  Mr.  C^umihg's  words, 
^*  on  considering  the  matter,  hewa's  oFojiinion 
that,   as  a  servant,   he  couW^'hot  give  official 
copies  &c.  without  j^l^rtni^sibh  'of  the  body"? 
Lastly,  can  any  preVJous'instance  be  produced, 
of'  arty  clerk  of  pl^^bjfter^y  or  synod,  refusing 
'  .  '    ei^tracta 
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extracts  of  the  ininutes  in  his  keeping  to  any 
member  of  either,  who  demanded  them,  on 
paying  for  the  trouble  of  makiiigibeia  onV 

The  solution  of  these  questions  I  leave,  as 
I  have  left  many  ^others,  to  those  who  may  have 
patience  to  .read  this  long,  andy  to  me,  truly 
painful  narrative.     Contrary  to  my  expectation,, 
the  syhodical   transactions  of  last  year   have 
obliged  me  to  extend  it  beyond,  tny  original  in-, 
tention.     But,  the  importance  of  these,  .and 
their  connexion  with  the  mass  of  grievances,  of 
which  I  have  presumed  to  complain,  appear  to 
me  so  evident,  that  I  hope  to  be  forgiven.    Per- 
haps, it  may  be  thought  a  trivial  fault,  among 
the  many  and  great  offences,  with  which  I  may 
be  charged.     Be  that  as  it  may,  I  trust  1  have 
fully  justified  my  original  profession,  of  ^^  au- 
thenticating every  circumstance  of  importance, 
respecting  the  rev.  the  synod  of  Ulster,  by  ex- 
tracts from  its  own  record^.*'     The  opinion  of 
the  public  I  3h3ll.not  ^^tempt  to  bias.    And  I 
hQpe,  I  shall  b^  believed,  when  I  most  solemnly 
^ecUre  that  the  r^al  hoK^or  and  interest  of  the 
presbyterian  body  ar^^  ;ot^ects  ne^r  and  dear  to 
n>y  heart  as  life  itself j[  that  of  their  religious 
rightjs  ^nd  liberties  no.  man  is  more  zealous  i  and 
that.it  shall  be  the  study  and  endeavour  of  my 
remaining  life  to  promote  the  extension  of  these 
invaluable  blessings  to  all  our  brethren,  without 
^t^erence,  and  wjthpiit  exception, 

I  shall 
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i  6b«il  o^w  take  tkelibertj,  briefly  to  recite^ 
tlM  iao^nvemeaoas,  iMses,  t>ri«!a(tions,  and'pains, 
to  whifdi  I  and-viy  fomHy,  were  seretally  ex- 
posed, during  my  long  confiueinent  and  exile^ 
and  ivhat,  on  the  part  of  a  dominant  faction  in 
the  s^uod  oT  ILTlster,  1  and  many  others^  ^have 
^  presanxed  io  call  a  protracted  political  persecu^ 
Ifcion^  by  inquisitors,  accjusers,  judges,  and  e^e-  I 

cutioaers,  purely  eccUsinsticali  ever  svnce.   What  ^ 

must  have  been  our  feelings, ^^what  our  various 
mental  di stresses -^in  the  variety  and  long  suc^ 
cession 'of  these,  may  be  conceived,  but  cannot 
be  described.  However,  a  man  of  common 
sensibility^  in  the  relation  of  a  husband,  and  fa-  ' 
ther  of  a  family  dependent  on  his  exertions  for 
every  thing  valuable,  by  making  the  case  his 
own,  may  fornpi  a  tolerably  correct  judgmento^ 
them. 

X  r 

Hf  my  arrest,  I  was  not  only  removed  from 
the  ctive  4»f  my /own  family's  education,  but  de- 
'  |».riv«i  of,  at  least  J01OO  per  annam  arising  from 
li^e  education  of  young  gentlemen,  some  boar- 
ders, and  some  day-scholars*— wit|i  whibh  I  wa^ 
eatrasted.  From  June  1799  the  royal  bohnty^ 
varying  from  jfiSO  to  J^9^^  pe^  annum  was  with- 
liotden  from  me  and  my  family,  in  consequence 
«f  a.qoestion  proposed  to  the  synod,  by  the  rev. 
<lr.»  Black.  And,  by  the  dis(solution  of  my  con- 
neooon  witi)  the  congregation  of  Portaferry^  I 
was  finally  de|»fivcd  of  that  bounty,  and  a  sti- 
'*  '  pend 


«  4 


pend  olSlOOipm  amiiim;  To  thete,  t  kay  i^My 
add  ^2P0,  (ov  my  own  and  faotily?^  te^ehc^tr:, 
during  ray  oOB^iMnieiit  of  ihretytars  a^  f&oem 
mantkf.  Of  thete  diifereiit  iAicM)<^,  th^e  ean 
be  litttd  dottbt  of  ray  coMiivuanoe  m  the  recei^, 
and  also  of  an  addiliiA«iaI  ttffO  per  annuiiir  ffo»i 
9priBg.l80d>  had  I  been  left  at  libeny,  or  e^eii 
restorid  t9  Ubtrtiff  prei^kms  to  n^eniber  I799t 
Coaiit'rag  aotking  on  these es:{)^6ei»,  &5grelite)r . 
might  hMe  been  ineWred,  h^df  been  at^ liberty^ 
I.  mention  them  only,  frow the  Bit^iittibbi  to  Vfhith 
Aey  reduced  ray  family »^  white  I  was  cM  off 
firom  the  possibilMy  of  providing  for  them:  My 
acQount  theFefore>  with  prison  and  persecuX^ion^. 

may  srtand  thus : 

'  .  .  .        ,        ' 

<      * 

Dr. 

To  1$|  jean  privatim  rf  tcadeiKf  dl?  Mikfs  o  « 
£100 per amt^ending  Feb.  1st,  18J2,      f  "* ^ ' 

■fh$yeanpriVat{on(^Jl.l}.<;ommeneing,i.  na  n  o 
i&«t.i»9iK«esijp«- anil.  y       »»wv 

£lOO per  ann.  -     5 

♦lb  iSf  ^^m  5ffpCTirf  a/  £100  per  ann.  j 

dr.  jfisers  0  a 

jB^  cmnptmoiicny  ^  0000  o  0 

r 

I  would  not,  however,;  have  it  though:,  that 
1  have  been  tot^^Uy  withoiu  reaourees  for  myself 
and  family  during  the  whole  of  tbese  tfairteeu 
years  and  nine  months,  at  an  advanced  period 
of  a  life  of  which  I  am  not  ashamed.     No ! 

thank 
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Ihank  god,'  bis  ptoovideDcesiipiptied  nreanis,  tfot 
ooly  of  support,  but  of  -  bumble  competence^ 
And*  in  adkliiiofi  to  these,  notmithstundi'ng  tk& 
xcajbm  effbrtsa^  thertOL  dr.  Black,  9X\d  of  his 
Udy 'ft  brother-in^iftw^/  the  rev.  Ttom^up  Coming 
to  pveyent  tbeaeltlement  ef  a  rebel  adjutant  ffene- 
rat  as  a  membiftr  of  iiyDody  I  hanre  earned  M64d(F| 
m  the  abandoned  and  reprobated  congregation  "of 
Keiady,  during  the  last  nine  years.  Of  these  things 
1  do  not  boast»>  butybrtheoi  I  am  tpuly  thankfui. 
Huberto  thi^y:  have  been  sufficient  to  sapport 
me  and  u\y  famOy  ia  decency  and  eomfbrt>  andy 
I  trusty  (bisy  wiU  coatifwe  io.be  so/    . 

I  feel  mysefi'  bouncf  to  declare^,  before  I  cotf* 
ciude>  that  I  do  not  blame  government  for  my 
arrest  The  confusion  of  the  times  may  palliate,- 
but  not  justify  it.  But  I?  blam^  fhem  for  i\tb 
prolongation  of  my  corifinemeut,  without  trifd, 
or  even  official  charge  of  crime.  1  do'uoi;  bhsme 
government  directly  for  the  privations  and  pains^ 
which  I  eiidured^  d^ring.  my  confinement  lA 
Ireland^  both  by  land  and  sea,  as^no  ofltcial  do- 
CBment  was  ever  pfbduced  to^  shew  that  they 
Icnew  any  thing  about  them ;  but  I  blama  themr 
for  committing  (he*  kberties  and  lives  of  £ellow 
subjects,  as  respectable  Vn  character,  and,  at 
If  ^t,  as  useful  to  the  state,  as  most  of  theni 
could  pretend  to  be,  to  the  disposal  of  wretches; 
rqoally  strangers  to  the  priitciples  of  govern- 
meut,  the  rights  of  men,   and  the  feehngs  of 

humanity* 


oMdmatndt  I  db  tttit/blamn  Mmtofto  mf  ^^j 

of  Ml#'fMi|fKlbi4>(^.  ■■■■•    •'  ■'•■'••• 


mmM  «pd  esBe  .vMiw  pMdogcdi  aftar  Hagbet 
im^  hfMfn  ,gH«i|  dfi*  liiFGtmi^*.  by  vkupaet  cae* 
epiptvilr  froilt  appesrimac  tdrpoMeoitcl;  and; 
BO-  ^then  mfStnnMi«p.  tveav  faniklect  ii-l"  ifhiil 
qiMfMM*  I  Mtt;ab9«ef/  dtfjrtai  toiifi^|ilaB(i  b^i 
i^jflwiK  MMfetidr:  »  w  il  ndt  pdamble)  tii»«//tlte> 

QMgli*.  hiire  bajd*  same  ia^ocDCte  ia  «liiaF:,ciEiBf v 
Coidd  llM»«]nMd  Micve  ihUt  tUe  aoMiNrdecltK' 
rOb*  of  tbeir  (nlilioal  purity,  «  «  Uc^atoA^ 
tlnfrfealiljr  ofsthair  $hmt»ti  an^mit  nti  ind^ikt-' 
/M  e»kitad%yrthB4e}tnqaen<7  «f  atet^  ifr/84to# 
aad)tMalor%.br4t!hrad,>  «oald'be)crMitti)^  ailtevt 
fay  thei  Magi  dr  bis  govMMbeiH^  «itid>  at  (M^ 
aan»tiiite,i  tUafrtlMW  «bi|iMdifiied«lliiVg»'a§flli>M'' 
vk^  o£  beings*  iakpiBoMledtitMtuoiiaUli  aMsedi^' 
lioar  pndicsbi."  sAppoiM,  aid  it)  wa^>  b^  *> 
AMffeiaow  «f  kiar  inhjMly'i  bbaatic^  K«{i  U«.^ 
afaooMobtaiir NdcQKdiki  TIm  oiM«§|»  #as'a#fii{l ' 
H  tlrt^  eharj^  i^ali< prtyMid,  tha<«  #a|gbi- of  iit» 
ai«  wd^  dcBthe."     The  AjwodTs  AeoluNUloiif  «# 

Ss  their 
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a  brother  to  the  lamp-iron^  ^nf^^  M^  \\fi^lpik  ^j 

5-^1^1:^,  without  knowledge  of  its  /r«///,  or  e?idence 

^  c€mpletf(f'uiieqimiocaU^«ndfirt^rra^iib^ 

poMeeff  ib  mipport  ]tr?'i6ca*taiDly  n^  igevtsm^* 

nieiU  ioMfr  have  se^n  aiiidiftlt this ;  and,  ^<tepterftf«i 

itigon^hdr  ven^iiy,  paid  a /itfr'i'^  ri^pbot'iW' 

1  heid^ri^irotf^ehiafcl^ga';  by proloi^fiig  my  ^doik^ ' 

i]iiiini)6Dt;:  though  unwiMing  l»<'dtpiirt  IrmBittMl 

delicivtjr^i  eaitieiided  te«  Messri. :  NeWel;  ;^i4^ 

a|HfeMftGioa>  they  did  ootcaUfoAi^MfeairiM^SfiaGk/ 

QiOHtig^aAd  co.ttti  Mpporttheiniiiibmiai^ioni :o» 

O0ihi  leatr^thfty  aboudd  kicuv  the  hiwiirHiai  oUo^ 

<^  of  ^bringiiig.afaf other  to  t|ie  royb^  iain4  «he 

hateheU'  \  Tkis  X  ahaU.  not  assert  to  >haire  beai  the 

fhetf  biitv  1  .aoa  aure»i  ain^ieioiis^  lArjy  ;>&iai<a{ff(iy 

lilive  fre(|iieiiily.beeD'eQtectaiiied';xaod»  fervany? 

thing. whicbiiaf  )^ appeared^  thatoC  my  hatting^ 

been  a  rabe/igrtmra/,  may  be  classed,  in.  the  num* 

ber.  .  3e thdt aa^ itmay,. let  it  berfMoembered^ 

t^at  I  l)iive  neither,  iiduiowkdged,  nor  deoied 

the  chaise;  aqd,   I  aooi  fully  cowrioced  that 

there  ia  nota  man  on  earth  oapabte  of  preying, 

either  itstrathy  or  its  .fiikehoodv  by  any  evidence 

entitled  to.credit  ia  anyxourt  oq  earth. .  If  sueh 

a  man 


a  n»Mi  eaeUtb.}  l^ope^  lie  ^wiU  ^eelbmuiell' called 
jipon«  by  a  sense  of' jiistlce  lo  the  govef  nmeiit  of 
1798,  to  th^  rev.  d|r.  aB^Ic  and  co;*  and  Ao  m^ 
to  cofne /br.ifMM*<i  -aad  .asoert^    the  faot ! 

In  theju^eding  narratire  I  Jiave^ndeairoared 
fairly  to  present  to  poblic  view  the  .pcc^osed 
object.  That  I  have  faithfully  copied  Ahe4c^a- 
nients  on  which  it  restiibr  credit  need  ^of  he 
doubted^  as  I  have  all  the  originals  teiady  for 
inspection.  'Ifj  in  any  iostaaee  I  Mve  ^veri&ed 
the  .  prediction  of  the  sagaoious  and  *  learned 
SEER/  of  the  Scots  churclu  Mary's  Ab.bey^ 
Dublin,  by  ^'  p^ecling  en  the  government  of 
the  country,  or  exposing  the  rev.  the  synod  of 
Ulster/'  unjusthfj  I  am  sorry  for  it,  as  it  never 
was  my  intention.  >  How&ave^  2  bare  leflecfed 
on  the  government  for. committing  me,  a«d  my- 
fellow-prisoners,  to  wretches  pver  -  whom  'thay. 
exercised  no  control,  thai  u)€  ev^  .learmiyhy. 
warrant,  or  written  instructioiig  of  any  kiad^ 
nor  ever  called  to  account  for  their  treatment 
ef  US'—wretches,  to  whom,  or  most  of  whom, 
we  eensidesedaurseives  vastly  superior  in  raidc^ 
in  character,  in  every  tiling  truly  respectable-i-i 
perhaps,  even  in  loyalty,  properly  so  called^ 
As  to  the  rev.  the  general  synpd  of  Ulster,  if  I 
have  exposed  tkem^  itis  only  by  giving  tibeir  owa 
minutes  a  wider  range,  and  more  general  read- 
ing, than  otherwise  they  would  have  had.  If 
tbef^  therefore,  expose  them  to  siifune  or  re- 
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pnMohv  ^teblane  ikmstiie «Hli^r4oor/  ttottft 
nina  A«  to^iUms^^  of  rUkter;  though  tbdr 
iMiutes  have  obliged  mo  4o  mentioa  them^  m  a 
body,  ( iiw^r  MeoAt  to  oharge  them  witii  nxxf 
other  ^r^  than  t)iat  of  Tf MIO  and  unpfcr^d 
compliance  with  the  di9tation  of  a  pre^iimifanf 
Jew, '  under  the  terrpr  gf  ffie  times.  Qf  this  cpffj^r 
plianceji  1  k^ve  many  reasons  tp  b^Iieve^  l^junr 
lire  how  ashame<}>  ah4  sojgae  heartik  sorry  fqr  ij^. 
^Ue  next  mee);ing  of  tbat^ev,  boflj  shall  d]^- 
i^in^  the  fact  T'Ui  that  fneetingi  |et  ppjnjofi 
be  *  sqsjpended^  ^nd  language  i;psti:^ii^ed«  J^% 
body  will  then  roetic  out^  i^fpOY^  ^1  .^.9^|Ft 
taiut^^  and  enable  every  jiopgue  to  f)^  tnjtl^ 
concerning  them 

i  now  leare  the  preceding  narrative  to  th^ 
ji|4giMilt  of  t])e  public ;  and  my  character  to  it| 
meripy.  lustice  I  am  (ure  of^  itnd  tp  the  de« 
l^ree  'of  justice  I  shaH  bow  with  respect^  an^ 
(di^ariiiUy  spbmit  to  nil  tty  conseques|ceif 


muoB&'iiaE.  #19 

OCCiURR£NCES. 

IN  AND   PaOM 


Ho 


ing  p»gt8«i|^tUy  If  as,  ffit^  by  an  inlei^eiie#» 
for  wkkh  I  gkaU  ieare  my  r«ftdar«  i#  acciKiat/ 
il  has  became  m  comiMi^^tad  as  to  reifaifa  a 
4!Qtail«f  aomekagUi^  tiiat  |t  aa«y  ba  saen  ia  alt 
its  baarings.  Witb  tins  detail  I  sb|iU  not  s«^, 
or  rather  iaftd,  tbe  present  volama,  It  wiH  lie 
a  iyittle  veiomei  ia  itlelfy  and  is  aaarly  raady  ibr 
tli0'f>neas.  A  kw  cireumitences,  iiowev«if,  I* 
deem  it  nf  eetaary  to  meotioa  bare,  iaf  order  ta^ 
viadksaCa  a  character  vbieb  I  iiii\*a  untforialy* 
eaidflSAroared.  to  preserve  pjise^  Tiie  moita)  of 
thase  la  aMaiy  may  iwam  iediou^  but,  I  \w^' 
more  will  bear  with  it^  as  aecanyary,  vliaa  tbey> 
consider  the  charge  made  against  me  of  forgipg. 
a'slander  sufficient  to  consign  my  iiame  to  ftifa- 
mfi  in  order  to  screen  an  indiscretion,  of  wbfcK, 
if  guilty,  i  should  e^er  be  ashamed. 

^ia  ohm^  frqa  ^^  that  I  nas  hmstik/  iArairifi, 
flU  fiiais  my  bMS^  aa^  ia  inidar  la  aoooutU  h9 
tba  bruises  I  had  received,  forged  the  story  that 
J  had  been  waylaid^  and  beaten  by  orangenien'^ 

.     This 
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This  chari^  was  never  made,  or  •eron  hinted  at» 
«o  far  as  I  have  ever  heard,  before  the  appear* 
ance^  tfae  Evening  Herald  of  September  l6th. 
Irritated  by  the  circumstances^  published  ia 
that  paper  assertii^  tk^  (^t^  of  my  having  beea 
waylay,  assaulted,  and  grossly  abused,  on  my 
way  froih  Armagh,  on  the  9th.— a  fact  which 
I  have  uniformly  asserted,  and  imost  sdemnljr 
do  assert;  but  that  k  was  perpetrated  .bjr 
<)rangeiaen,  I  never  asserted,  whatever  I  migbt 
suspect,  as  the  persons  were  to  me.  totally*  u&i; 
Icnown.  For  the  very  same  reaaon,  I  could  not* 
<:ontradict  the  paragraph  in  the  Herald,  by 
publicly  ac^«iitting  oraagemen  ^f  tte  charge.^ 
Ilowevei;.  my  refusal  io  do  this,' gave  rile  to» 
great  offenci,  offence  to  plamor,  clamor  to  coQ«i 
sultfttions,  and  consultations  io  the  resolution  of 
i;efuting  myxalwmues,  aai  retortiog  my  tufe- 
ness^  with  a  vengeance^  worse  than  exile  to^ 
<«  Connaught,"  and,  to  a  mind,  in  which  •* 
s^nse  of  truths  virtue,  and  honor  had  ttot  bor 
come  callous  equal  to  ^  bell.^ 

On  /w^iat  grqjiinds  this  charge  was  made  l^ 

eaavot  conceive,  as  the  shadow  of  evidence  has , 

not  yet  been  brought,  though  the  kody  hiui  been^, 

bunted  for,  with  an  ardor  more  than  comnaon, 

ia  order  Io  support  U;.:  ,To  account  for  thi#  fiiil- 

lire«  Ifeel  it  necessary  to  detail  the  circnmstances ' 

of 


«* . 


..•. 
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\^th0^  September  fvfUhB,  minntte^^  vMch; 
in  other  circttMirtaiiQj^Sy  wdald  be  tnpiy  ridiicu^ 

•luiit'*:^  "•     - '.  .''m.-'  -'' »  .-1/  ••;  .•    I  -.   . 

.  Jf^hput  nocm,  pxi:that  day,;!  disfnounted  at 
tbe  phief  ioiv  in  Armi^gh.    Immediately^ .  four 
dr-ftve  gentlemen  -came  forward,  only  one  of 
ipboip  I  bf^tf ver  feen  before^    Qemg  introduced . 
by  biin  .to/ thf;  other 5»  i:hey  expressed  plesurore. 
9^  %f^ugm^ ia  tpwuji  %nd requested  th^t  I  would 
'   ij^lpwU^pi  to  conduct  me  to  their  committee,* 
1j^;.;8fttiug;  ^. .  Thi6  I^  declined^ ,  as  iodelicate,. 
U^; being. probably  engaged  in  particular  busi- 
neijs^*  Qneof  the  gentlemen,.  Mr.  Patrick  O'Cal* 
lagham,   whom  I  bad  never  kuowii^ly  seea 
before,  then  said :  *\  {  liope  we  shall  have  the 
pleasure  o^»  seeing  you  at  our  meeting,  and  of 
your  oonipany  at  dinner."    I  told  him,,  my  in* 
tention  was  ic^  attend  the  meeting,  and  that  I 
would  accept  his  invitation  with  pleasure*     t 
th^  asked  Iheir  hour  of  meeting.    One  of  the 
gentlemen  answered  <*  (hat  he  did^*  not  know, 
but  that  he  would  eaQ  on  m^  before  they  met,, 
at  any  place  which  I  would  name/'  I  mentioned 
the  house  of  a  li^dy,  to  which  I  repaired  imme- 
4iately  y  but  had  scarcely  taken  a  seat,  when, 
two  of  the  gemlemen^  whom  I  had  lefl;^  entered 
with  a  message  from  the  committee  requesting, 
ipe  to  call  on  them,.  I  went  immediately,,  and. 
coi^titvied  with  them  till  they  set  out  for  thai 
chapeU  i'v  hither  I  accompanied  them>  and  where 

I  staid 
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I  «l«Mr  till  tbr  ifMeiiili;  irt»'ov0r^f:S)tM!iii  tU^. 
ckiqiel  i  ffoo^eMr  direct^-  iKikh  stair. btfiar 
gentlemen,  to  Mr.  O'Callagh&n's,  where  dinoar' 
was  serTed  almost  immediately.  It  was  then 
ailef  t^t^  ifa^thf  iiiif  irfbtftlt  .^,-oV  ft'-'^w 
nihmte*  «ft^  K,  tw<y  tif  ihe  ^n«6tticM  ^iil|^ 
dffli^  t6  M  oiF A)r  1<^;^,  ^  i^«ii%«tf.  FWedP 
^rmiy  io-  ealff  dn  Iif K  m^f^ft^;  fB(M'  ii  V«te^ 
tl&^nfitiiitf,  iHlM^<6«tfIHiid'SftiNrftbbtit<M^;iX^ 
iKhfUCe^,  Of,  it  ftfdsf,  AalfdkJMif:    fMfkfMt^ 

Ibutfd'ttms&giSntdiMMetn  Mf.  At^SLti^lfUfS^kHI^ 
ivy,  a  diostf  iU\mit(6'  fUM^i  TAe  iSniC^)isitf,^ 
l&q'.  a  H'i^i  icqctsHidtM^i '  kkA'  Itichsrif 
Kf€bntl0f,  Istjf.  to  Ude  ftn-«tttir6  stfUti^r.  Ate 
.${f€t)dTtfg  stbdut  iltl  In^ilf  aitd  half  MtftHf^HlV,  iili^ 
tf{(yrbilclii  6f  «fetriM^  itidtKced'  nSr^  UttkVeiaitf 
leftv^}  altd'iby'fri«nd,  ISfi'.  K^iriMVijf' #M  s»t 
]SOlitte'  1(9^  fb  aeeQUtpariy  i0e  to  rile'  hVa.  Thd 
^staire^  ttl^  Ikn  about  SOt^  mSii  i3mg  i^€ 
Ao&t  pnhVic  iUttie  lit  Anttiiffi.  ft  t^as'cfcat' 
day-(i|gHtl  "the  sttbpfT  ttere  UK  6p^,'aMi')^pfg 
itt  Aatiy  dbbiV.  V«  j)'as»etf  UtMnfiefs^stlMdhlg' 
i«  fhtj  «tKtef>  and^itKt  mvi}/  #iUk7h|:  ICSs  erf^ 
t^tftf  thef  Itfft'yttrd  fdgfethCY.    Oil  CMvigWiSlVf 

iMi.v€;  the hoMfbr told nte* fliat ItdhckF for^«<itt> 
ttf  Brtttg  tty  «(Kldle,  #li[fcli-  FlMd'  idMieMd  httW,* 
141  thefitttmihi^;  ib'geC  i«ttait«di  Btit^llMli  it  t 
WMid  slSep'  imtt'  the-  bodsev  f^^  A'fci^  nliM«t^- 
ts-  w^d'  lilhf (T  iC(  i^  lUe:  Iti^tetad  «ir  tHi#  P 
^yillft^bhnfb't!db'iiAym«ttrtb*t1i«ii^        «# 

it 


;t  wai  ndboiit  of  my  way,  and  I  ^oulcl  mouift 
there.  *  He  did  so.    Mr.  M'Kinstry  afid  I  walk- 
ed thither,  aod  stood  at  the  ddar,  till  the  staddle    < 
tvas  brought  oat.    The  craddler,  his  workmen^ 
and  soqae  others  wefe  in  the  shop,-  more  abput 
the  door,  add  a  considerable  number  in  the  street. 
In  presence  of  all  those  I  mdunted^  and  rode  off 
nearly  200  yards,  silodg  ^  ptiblic  street,  with  all 
doors  0{ien,  aiid  many  pedpTe  walkiiKg  backward 
atid  forwat*d,  which  brought  me  o^pcfsite  Mr. 
0*Callaghan\  ivhere  I  had  dined.   '  He,  being 
informed  thslt  I  had  ridden  past,  catne  afler  me^ 
begged  me  to  stop  for  an  hour,  as  it  was  so  early   . 
in  the  evenittg,  sirid  sortie  gentlemen  were  then 
with  hirti,  in  hope'  of  my  calling,  according  to 
promise.    On  my  refdsal,  and  pleading  my  state 
of  health,  he  begged  that  t  would  stop  one  mi« 
riute,  as  one  of  the  gentlemen,  gone  to  Newry^ 
had  left  a  note  for  tn^,  with  an  injunction  to 
send  it  to  nie,  as  e^v\y  as  possible  next,  morning, 
if  I  did  not  call  on  that  etening.     There  was  a 
drowd  of  people  in  his  shop,  and  before  his  door, 
seemingly  loading  or  unloading  cars.     On  his 
returd  with  the  note,  he  told  me  that  its.  object 
vl'as  to  press  a  compliance  with  the  request  so 
earnestly  made  to  me  Jit  and  after  dinner.    On 
answering,  that  1  could  not  promise,  and  put- 
ting the  note  carelessly  into  my  out  side  pocket, 
1  rode  on.    He  however,  unsatisfied  and  anxious, 
walked  on  with  me,  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
^pressing  and  praying  roy  compliance  with  the 

T  t  requesli. 
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request  alluded  toi  Oai"  partingp  nitty  hftve  been* 
about  eight  o'clock  i  perhaps  s  (|iaarter  of  an 
boui;  sooner  or  later.  As  I  had^  no  watcb^  F 
cannot  pretend  to  b^  correct  as  to  mintites* 

Here  I  shall  panse.-^Here  I  entreat  my  read- 
ers to  pause  aIso»  and  to  review  the  frivolous 
detail  whichi  hare  been  compelled  to  give  oC 
the  trifling  occurrences  o£  the  eight  hours:  whicb< 
I  passed  iu  Armagfa,  on  tbe  9th.  4>f  September 
—occurrences  so  trifllag^  that  even  the  lewd^^ 
ness  of  prostitute  loyalty  would  not  have  tempted 
me  to  mention  them,  had  they  been  uncombined 
with  malignant  folly.  This  combination  ren- 
dered the  notice  oi  them»  in  my  opinion^  abso* 
lutely  necessary;  and  I  feel  happy  in  the  fact 
that  I  am  able  to  fill  up  every  part  of  that  eight? 
hours^  in  a  manner  truly  uncommon^  by  shew-*^ 
ing  that  I  did  not  pass,  nor  could  pass^  five  mi- 
nutes of  that  time  in  any  other  house>.  or  any 
other  company^  than  those  which  l  have  speci*^ 
fled;  and^  consequently,  that  they,  or  some  o£ 
tbem»  could  bear  testiinony  to  every  word,  act,. 
or  appearance  of  mine,  while  in  Armagh,  on 
that  day.  The  gentleinen,  whom. I  have  men*^ 
lioned,  are  well  known,,  and  of  acknowledged: 
respectability,  and^  whenever  my  character 
shall  prove  unequal  to  support  itself,  I  sbalh 
call  upon  them  to  bolster  it:  but,  till  then,  L 
shall  never  insult  them,  or  myself,  by  such  calL 
Those,  who  choose,  1  wibhtodo  so,  as  they  wiU 
certainly  tell  the  truth. 

Thus^ 
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Tbu$  far  evidence  i«  altaiBftble»«*^a9  attain* 
able  fron^  A^  begiaaMiiiK»-^---^to^  never  looked /or. 
As  to  wlMt  passed,  from  my  partiog  wit^  Mr. 

'O'Callagban  uatil  my  arriviU  at  mjr  own  bouse, 
BO  evidencc^c^n  be,  or  has  pretended  to  be,  adduc- 
ed. No  person  has  presumrd  to  say  Uiat  he  saw 

-meialljng  or  fallen  from  my  horse,  lying  in  a  ditcl^ 
or  staggering  along  the  king's  highway,  during 
that  night,  ortbe^snoi^eeding  mprning.    Hence 

jihe  account  oC  'that  short  period  must  depend 

^n  my  own  credit,  whatever  *hat  credit  may  be. 

On  leaving  Mr.  O'Callaghan  I  rode  at  a  walk 
•only.     Near  the  separation  of  two  public  roads 
3  passed  a  few  men,  about  a  mile  >from  Armagh. 
About  a, quarter  of  a  mile  farther,  I  felt  a  neces- 
sity to  dismount.    'Uncertain,  whether  the  peo- 
ple, whom  I  had  passed,  might  take  what  is 
-caHfd  the  lower  road,  or  that  on  which  J  was,  I 
turned  into  a  by  road  opposite  toihe  comer  of 
w|^at  is  called  ^*  Oats>  Orchard."    While  there, 
creeling  the  evening  become  cold,  I  took  a  large 
rneckcloth  from  my  pocke^  and  wrapped  it  round 
my  neck,  before  I  remounted*    This  done,  I 
rode  on,  jsii  my  usuaj  rate,  for  about  a  mile  and 
half,  when,  feeling  occasion  for  a  pocket  hand* 
jcerchief,  on  putting  my  hand  into  my  popket, 
I  fonnd  none  there,  I  searched  my  other  pocket, 
but  in  vain.    The  thought  immediately  occurred 
that  I  must  have  pulled  it  out  with  the  large 
neckcloth,  before  mentioned^  and  probably  the 

T  t  2  note 
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* 
liote  with  it,   which  I  had  put  into  the  samtf 

pocket.  On  search,  I  fonnd  that  both  were 
gone.  This  determined  me  to  ride  back»  as  I 
did  not  like  that  the  note,  which  I  had  not  read, 
should  fall  into  unknown  hands.'  I  did  so,  and 
.  found  both,  as  I  had  suspected.  Hping 
mounted  again,  I  proceeded  homewards  unmo- 
lested, till  I  came  to  the  bottom  of  a  little  ^iil, 
at  an  angle  pf  the  road,  hear  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Simpson,' distinguished  by  th^  appellation 
of  "  squire."  On  turning  the  corner,  I  per- 
ceived threp  men  coming  qut  of  a  by-roi|d, 
nearly  opposite  to  his  avenue.  One  pf  theni 
fell  behind,  and  the  other  two  went  on,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  car  track,  along  which  I  rode. 
A  few  perches  broug^ht  me  up  with  them^  when 
the  one  on  my*  right  side  seizing  my  bridle, 
cried  J  "  Now.'*  In  s^n  instant,  the  pther  seiz- 
ing my  left  arm,  brought  me  to  the  |^rpund. 
On  my  attempting  to  get  up  from  my  knees^ 
I  received  a  blow  on  the  back  of  my  neck, 
which  laid  me  flat,  and  completely  stunned 
me.  As  it  was  directly  across  the  upper  joint, 
\\  might  have  rendered  a  second  unnecessary, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  large  neckcloth,  which 
I  had  fortunately  put  around  my  neck.  After 
this,  the  first  thing  of  which  I  was  sensible  was 
a  severe  blow  between  my  loins,  about  four 
inches  from  the  lower  ^extrdmity  of  the  back 
bone.  This  was  repeated  three  or  four  times, 
not  as  in  the  hurry  of  passion,  but  deliberately^ 

durinjj 
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during  which  time  the  two  hieri  spoke  to  each 
othet"  repeatedljr,  but  (3fkl  t\oi  address  a  word 
directly  to  me.  The  only  additional  blow 
which  I  received  was  across  my  right  arm,  im- 
mediately aboye  the  ^Ibow,  which  rendered  it 
nearly  Hselefis  for  a  considerable  time,  and  ihe 
effects  of  which,  I  have  reason  to  fear  will  be 
lasting  as  life.  I  do  not  VtioW  that  the  thirrf 
man  took  any  active  part  in  this  scene;  olrthat 
he  who  seifeed  my  bridle,  went  beyond  encou- 
raging his  friend,  'f he  last  words  which  I 
heard  seemed  to  be  uttered  by  a  voice  some 
yards  distant ;  "  Come  away,  boys.— D— — q 
|)is  soul !  you  Ijave  given  him  plenty.** 

From  the  time  of  my  leaving  Armagh,  (about 
€ight  o'clock)  And  the  circumstances  mention- 
ed,  this  scene  may  have  commienced  about  half* 
afterni/ze,  or,  perhaps  near  ^^i  oVlock.  Hovv 
long  it  continued  I  cannot  presume  to  say,  as 
the  first  blow  rendered  me  nearly  insensible  for 
some  time.  After  I  was  left  afone  I  endea-  ' 
voured  to  get  up,  but  found  it  impossible  to 
ac.coniplish  it.  As  the  road  was  dry  and  the 
gripe  free  from  water,  I  crawled  forward,  on 
my  bands  and  knees,  till  I  reached  a  place  so 
shallow  as  to  admit  my  approach  to  the  hedge, 
by  the  help  of  which  I  got  on  my^  feet  with  great 
difficulty  and  equal  pain.  With  no  less-diffi- 
culty and  pain  did  I  make  my  way  out  of  the 
gripe,  though  not  more  than  six  or  eight' 
■  inches  deep,  with  a  slope  as  easy  as  can  be  con- 
*  ceived. 
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<:eived.    Having  got  on  tJbe  ro3fi,  and  jeulit^g^ 
if  possible^  to  conceal  ihis  .luile  Imflines^^  i  le^ 
sohed  to  attempt  getting  borne  witbout  aiarfls^ 
ing  anj  Imaiaii  beings  and  conceaiiog  (be  mat- 
ter for  ^ever.     Ia  th;6  wish  I  was  disaj»poi«te4 
hy  tbe  increase  of  my  pain  on  Tiiesda/  xiigbt* 
wbicb  induced Mr3.  Dickson  to  send  to  Ar^iagli 
(or  dr.  Simpson,  on  Wednesday  morning.    He 
came;,   and  l^ro^ght  witb  ihim'  surgeon  Vogau« 
They  examined  *my  neck  and  back,    both  by 
siglu  and  touch  j  and,  hy  dr.  Simpson's  order^ 
Mr.  Vogan  took  blood  fronoT  my  arm.;  and  on 
liis  return  «ent  me  medicines,  a  pitch  plaJster, 
Mc  &c.    I  told  them  the  abuse  I  had  received^ 
isofar  as  seemed  necessary  to  enable  the  doctor, 
from  ^the  kaowjedge  of  tbe  cfMMe  'Cf  my  auAer- 
iog%  to  TpHkime  or  alleifiate  my  paiflu    Wfeat 
^ipinioD  the  doctor  iornned  or  eotertaiRs  af  ih$A 
jcmuse^  fv^iBi^  piu«  udeticaoy  to  ima  I  lia^i^  oevar 
inquired* 

From  ibat  day«  ifee  report  of.  my  situationj^ 
^nd  tb^  cause^  was  speedily  spread  abroad* 
Many  friends  caUed  daily,  and  many  inquiries 
were  made.  To  all,  without  hesitation,  I  told 
tbe  time,  place,  and  manner  in  wbicii  I  had 
been  attacked  y  but  witbout  ^any  detail  of  the 
circmmtances  which  took  place,  from  the  tone 
I  left  Armagh  till  that  of  my  being  assaulted. 
With  respect  to  the  oissailants,  I  uniformly  de- 
clared, as  I  now  most  solemnly  do*  ^'  that  they- 
ifi^te  to  me  totally  unknown.''    Thia  did  not 

satisfy 
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satisfy  dMie  io^isitfif^  UMildd^  wlb,  from  the 
utthan^y  prevalence  of  party  ht  the  comitry, 
seemed  snxioiis  to  knoi^,  of  what  party  I  bt-^ 
Ikvedif  tt  suppiKed,tiMn  to  tte«  Alt  such  kiquK 
riei  i  ehedked  by  observing  thai  kmmkdg^  atone' 
eoBld  justify  a^  cbavge  against  any  party ;  and 
aslang,  ''  Mow  can  t  know^  to  what  party  they 
belbngy  wheo  I*  da  ttoff  know  the  jperson  of  any 
one  of  them  V^ 

For  a  few  days  nothing  fertiier  oeciirvedy  ex* 
oapt  e«preBsion»of  sorrow  and  regret,  from  some 
eaiholie  gemlemeii',  for  the  treatment  I  had  re* 
ceited,  and^  Uberal  oflfers  of  tobseription  Jrm» 
tkem  for  diseovertng  the  authors.  This  vn» 
decKned,  as  it  might  ha?e  given  the  appearfnc^ 
of  patty  to^the  httstness*^  and  infihme  that  spirit 
which  every  real  friend  to  hisK  country  musir 
wish  extinguished  for  evep* 

Iq^  the  week  following,  a'  paragr;^h  appeared^ 
iir  the  Dublin  Nterald,  announcing  my  being  as- 
saulted,  irnt  incorrect'  in  the  circumstances,  and 
crimioaUy  rash  tn»  itt  eonclusiotis.-  TfaiS'  parar 
gfiG^^hj  however,  was,  with  equal  rasfiness  attrl^ 
bated  tame^thougUthe  incorrectness  of  cirouns 
stance  was  so  glaring,  and  Open  to  exposure,, 
that  nothing  short  of  madtiess  could  have  tempt* 
ed  me  to  be  guilty  of  it.  However^,  the  eharge 
against  oraftgfifnertf  which  it  contained,  irritated 
'the  orange  spirit  If  1  may  believe  report,  meet* 
logs  were  holden  &r  and  wide^'  and  reprisals  oa 

me 
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me  unanimously  agreed  on.  Reportt;  I  knoii^^ 
deserve  little  credit^^  espeK^ially  among  people^ 
enslaved  by  pr^udiqe,  misled  by  interested  par* 
tisaos^  or  inflamed  by  passion*  {ienee,  I  treated 
tb.ese  with  tbe  contempt  which,  in  my  rnind^. 
they  deserved.  However^  that  thiey  weFe  not 
altogether  grpundiessi  a  few  days  codvinced  me; 
aiid  that  con victiqny  ev^n  yet,  receives  weekly 
strengths 

Towards  the  ^nd  of  September,  I  was  calY^ 
on  .by  a  friend,  who  tpld  me  ^\  that  he  had  been, 
applied  to,  informed  of  the  offence  which  I  had : 
given,  what  was  agreed  on.  by  different  bodies^ 
and  that,   if  I  did  not  publicly  contradict  the 
charge  in  the  Herald,  it  would  be  contradicted  • 
from  another  quarter,  ^nd  things  FRQV£D  fn^hicfy 
I  would  iwt  likp^    . 

A  few  days  afterwards,  the  same  information 
and  threat  were  communicated  to  me  by  t#o 
other  friends^  on  the  authority  of  a  conversation . 
among  several  gentlemen  in  the  county  of  Mo^^ 
nagluitty  one  of  whom,  I  presume,  would  con-^ 
sider  a  denial  of  his  orangism  equivalent  to  » 
charge  of  insauky,  sedition,  or  united  Irishism. 

To  the  warm  expostulations  and  friendly  ad-* 
vice,  of  those,  and  several  others,  I  gave  the  same 
answer— *that  the  contradiction  required  must 
mean,  ''  an  acknowledgment  that  I  had  not^ 

been 
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jbeen  aSsatilUd,"  and  a  declaratidn  thut  atange^ 
men  were  n0t  the  assailants^'*  neither  of  which  I 
could  possibly  make :  as  the  former  would  be 
an  acknowledgment  of  .a  gross  falsehood ;  and 
the  latter  could  not  be.  called  by  a  niUder  nqme^ 
a^  it  wad  impossible  ti>  d^clara^  whether  persons 
^h&mlkAewnot^  were>  or  were  not,  orangemen.^\ 
To  the  latter  I  added,  '^«  their  threat  of  e3q[>qsurer 
implies,  that  they  have  something  against  me  in 
their  power—- to  th^  exposure  I  bid  defiance/' 

During  a  great  part  of  October,  arid  the  nrst 
wepk  of  November,  I  heard  littleof  the  business, 
concluded  j^at  it  was  getting  to  rest,  and  resolved 
to  sit  quietly  cinder  the  impeachments  of  my  pri- 
vate character,  trusting  to  the  knowledge  of  niy 
past  conduct  for  near*  half  a  century,  and  my 
future  behaviOup,  for  its  full  and  fairvindication« 
This  I  thought  wiser,  and  more  consistent  with 
my  character  as  a  minister  of  a  gospel  of  patience 
and  peace^r  than,  by  querulous  self-defence,  or 
angry  invective,,  to  revive  and  inflame  jealousies, 
quarrels,  and  outrages,  which,  not  without 
suspicion  of  connivance  by  some  would-^be  great 
people,  bad  long  distracted  and  disgraced  the 
county* 

From  this  pleasing  dream^for  dream  it  must 
Jhave  been— I  lyas  roused  on  the  eighth  of  No* 
vember.  On  the  njoming  of  that  day,^  I,  was 
called  upon  by  a  T— —  s  J  ■     ■  "n  Esq.  alias 

u  u  captaiqi 
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cA|}t)Btiii  S-^-^^^  •  vt^ho,   «s  h«  said,  had  come 
out  tb  huht,  btrt  trai^es  wei^  so  d*^d  scarce,  be 
bttd  ttiet  'Irilh  ¥10  ^l*t.    I  pressed  hmixk  aiight, 
l^t  h<e  €oWld  not.     He  had  ju^  called  to  know 
r  how  I  wfts-^d^^'d  the  scouii'drdS'vrh'i^  had  abused 
]fie-'^-0ffe^*€fd^1b^ab9(3ribe  fiVe  g^Mos  for  their 
ctete^ioh  &c.  &tv     Fediti^  txAA^  i^onfined  as  I 
had  bbeii  k<3  the  house,  I  begged  him  again  to 
alight.    He  c&utd  todty  M  thwe  wa^a  geatlemaa 
coining  Up  the  toad^  with  whom*  he  WMM*  pro*- 
ceed  in  the  chace.     On  this^  he  raised  himself 
on  his  saddle,  as  if  looking  for  bis  friiend.     His 
friend  immediately  appeared,  not  postinj^  after 
him,  but  popping  out  from  beliind  a  h^dge^  not 
forty  yards  distant.     On  his^  coming  up  Mr; 
J,..l.»nmiroducedhinvto  me,  informing  me,  at 
the  san^  iim'e,  that  he  was  a  magistrate  of  the 
county.    This  was  very  necessary, ,  as  1  had  ne- 
ver Iiear(1  of  Mr,  I>angley''s  name  or  magistracy 
before.     Mr.  Langley  wasso  good  as  to  express 
sorrow  for  the  treatment  I  had  received,  repeated 
Mr.  J n's  information,  that  he  was  a  magis- 
trate, kindly  offered  to  take  my  examinations, 
or  even  write  any  examinations  which  J  would 
dictate,  and  proposed  to  subscribe  fiberally^'for 
the  discovery  of  my  assailants.     All  this. I  de- 
clined for  a  variety  of  reasons  which  I  detailed  to 
him  with  a  fullness  aiid  candor  which,  I  thought, 
might  have  satisfied  any  reasonable  man.     Such 
was  not  the  case.     He  changed  his  countenaDce^ 
and  aJtctiiJg  tiie  dignity  of  the  magistrate,  told 

me 
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•  •  ,        *    ■ 

me  that  a  publication  in  «t  blacl^gu^rd  newiip^p^Y 
(attributed  to  me)  conveyed  a  reflecjtkui  on  the 
county,  and  a  grossi  Ub^l  on  ita  niagi^trates,  an4 
that  tliey  were  determined  to  support  their  honor. 
To  this  something  like  a  threat  waaadded,  if  I 
would  not  iodge  examinaiiops. 

Unaccustoo^ed  to  threats^  and  disgusted  wit^ 
Mr.  ILiangley^s  manner^  I  told  hini  that  I  would 
not  trouble  him  with  any  examinations  j  but  that 
I  would  publish  the  whole  business,  and  after- 
wards^  if  necessary,  Terify  on  o^niK  ^very  word 
I  would  write*  On  this  the  gentlemen  rode  o% 
seemingly  dissatisfied ;  atd  baving[  failed  iq  rui^- 
ning  down  the  real  object  ^  their  chace,  f^  p^t 
in  quest  of  fresh  game. 

That  I  was  really  the  object  of  this  day's  chace 
I  was  fully  convinced,  in  the  evening,  by  cer- 
tain information,    that  it  hd  been  publickly 
known  and  talked  of  in  Armagi  during  the  week 
■--that  it  proceeded  from  no  Viendly  intention 
towards  me-^and  that  the  geniemen,  or  one  of 
them,  had  strictly  examined   pdor  laborer  <k 
my  next  neighbour  about  the  fasiness  on  which 
they  honored  *me  with  a  visit,  n  their  way  to 
ipy  house. 

Qa  this  infcHrmation,  I  instaiy  detern^ined 
to  vfnXit  to  Mr.  J— — n,  as  I  kn€bothing  abput 
l^fr.  Langley,  lest  any  words  <taiine,  in  my 

V  v^9i  interview 
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interview  with  them  should  be  misuoderstood, 
and  consequently  misrepresented  j  and  in  this 
determination  wrote  as  follows  • 

*  Sir, 

I  am  exceedinglj  glad  that  jou  did  me  the 
Jpnor  of  calling  on  me  to  day  though  your  call 
lias  imposed  on  tpe  a  painful  task,    .However  I 
may  have  felt  at  th^  tfme,  ,yhen  I  turned  over 
m  my  mind  the  latter  part  of  the  conversation 
vi'rth.  the  prejexl  under  which,  and  the  manner 
in  tiihi^i  Mr.  Langley  was  induced  to  f,vor  me 
with  a  c^ll~pr  rather,  h/ seeming  accident,  came 
in  my  way-I  shjll  not  pretend  to  s^y  what  my 
feelings  were,  as  I  Uve  a  peculiar  fear  on  my 
mmd  of  taking  ofltace  rashly,  and  a  much  great- 

the  reasons^l  gaye/pr  nuppres^ipg  ,11  public  nor 

VTnT^^.i  ""^^f '  *^^  P'^'^PO"  th^  night 
of  the9tj».  of  Sepemberlast.  For  the,;e  reason^ 
J  resis^  every  ^plication  of  my  friends  to  h*ve 
Je  affair  pul>lifled,  with  pffera  of  reward  &c 
i  hese  reasoqs  puld  h^vp  induced  me  to  have 
suppressed  sue/publication  forever,  regqrxUess 
of^rv  rejecpn  on  my  character,  tft  which  \ 

1  his  day  has  onvmced  me  that  I  was  wrong  • 

that  I  will  pulish  every  circumstance,  in  which 

r/inr/'"^  '°"'^  ^^""^  *"J^  ^°"*^*r»  with , 
»y  conduct  r  situatigo,  during  the  day  or  night 


of 
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of  th6  9th  of  September  last.  I  hope  this  will 
be  more  satisfactory  than  any  unmeaning  exami- 
nations as  to  one-  circumslance  only,  I  shall 
state  nothing,  it  may  be  tal^en  for  granted,  but 
what  may  be  rebutted,  if  untrpe.  At  any  rate, 
it  wiJl  give  a  fair  opportunity,  to  every  one,  of 
jfidging  for  himself,  and  acting  afterwards,  i» 
respect  to  me,  as  he  tn»y  see  cause 

I  am. 


sit* 


your  ipost  obedient  servant, 

William  Steel  Dickson/* 
Roan, 

Nov.  8th.  1811. 

On  the  9th,  while  copying  the  preceding  letter, ' 
sbme  additional  information  from  my  friend  in- 
duced me  to  add  the  following  postcript;  and 
also,  to  avoid  all  correspondence  with  Messrs, 
J         n  and  Langley,  except  in  writing. 

♦*  P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had; 
reason  to  think  that  I  misapprehended  Mr«; 
Langley,  who  seemed  to  say  that  he  called  on' 
me,  1n  the  name,  or  on  behalf,  of  the  magis-* 
trates  of  the  county.  This  induces  me  to  request 
that  you  may  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me,  int 
toritingj  whether  I  did  or  not,  that  I  may  know- 
whether  I  am  to  address  my  account  of  Septem- 
ber 9th.  to  you  and  him  exclusively,  to  the  ma* 
gisterial  body  at  large,  or  to  the  public.    Your 

aBiwer 
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nswd  rl  ehall  expect  impatiently,  forpvi»'«c- 
tion  ID  this  business,  as  I  sMl  Uave  tbe  account 
ready  for  publication,  in  a  few  days."* 

On  Sunday  the  10th.  coining  from  public  wor- 
ship, I  perceived  the  street  to  be  crowded  with 
people  looking  into  the  lane  which  leads  to  our 
Meeting-house,  and,  at  the  entrance,  Williarn 
Irwin  Esq.  treasurer  of  the  county,  standing 
with  a  stranger,  whom  Tdid  not  recognise  to  be 
T^__x — -5^^,  ^s  I  had  never  seen  him  in  muf- 
fling, or  on  foot,  before,  tiU  he  reminded  me, 
and  told  me  that  his  business  was,  to  know  whe- 
ther I  bad  made  out  au^  account  of  the  9th.  Sep- 
tember &c.  I  told  him  that  I  had  QOt ;  nor  did  I 
suppose  that  I  would  for  some  days :  but  that  1 
had  a  letter  in  my  pocket  for  Mr.  Johnspn^ 
though  intended  principally  for  \nm ;  and,  ^s  \% 
was  unsealed,  I  would  then  give  it  to  hini,  if  be 
chose;  which  J  did.  Mr.  Irwin,  seeming  tq 
observe  the  attention  of  the  crowd  in  the  street, 
proposed  that  wp  should  walk  into  the  house 
adjoining,  m.whiob^  by  the  bye,  if  I  iun  rightly 
informed,  a  room  bad  been  bespoken  for  our 
peception.  We  did  so.  After  our  entrance^ 
Mr.  Langiey  looked  over  tbe  lettAr»  Md  put  it 
mto  bis  pocket,  without  comaient  pr  remark* 
Our  conversation  commenced  with  p^pressioiis 

«f 

f  When  this  was  written,  I  had  no  icjlea  that  sacfa  a  long 
tndn  df  Tile  triflu  pras  to  succeed,  as  wooM  bare  delayed  tifi 
preniied  poblication  one  week. 
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of  v^utA  by  Mr.  Langley>  sorrow  for  vile  re- 
|M>fl:9^  necessity  <>f  silfenciiig  thelii,  offers  of  sub* 
iBcribifiglib^rbHy  &io.  and n demand  of  exsimina- 
tioM.  Thise  I  deoUned,  aad  ff  odti  what  I  have 
nkfekdy  written,  =att4  the  letter  of  which  I  have 
given  a copfg  it  will  ^ot be saji^posed thbt las- 
irigtied  any  reaison  for  my  so  A<Ang.  On  mjr 
s^lettce^  the  Evening  Herald  was  agaiti  intro-^ 
duced,  as  on  Friday  loaded  with  opprbbriom 
epithets^  and  charged  with  a  most  atrocious  libel 
iigainst  the  county  of  Armagh  and  ks  tnagis-^ 
trates.  By  and  by^  it  came  out,  that  this  atro* 
vioii9  Kbel  was  **  the  advertisement  of  my  narra-* 
tive,  with  tfhe  resolutions  &c.  &C..  subjoined.'' 
These  I  tn^nlxon  together,  as  he  read  the  whole^ 
with  an  emphasis,  fully  as  strong  as  well  placed* 
The  words  and  phrases,  ^^  intolerance,  religious 
liberty,  happy  and  united,  indisputable  rights/'' 
and  some  others,  struck  my  ear  with  peculiar 
forc^ :  and  when  he  came  to  the  words,  ^'  we 
shall  take  &c.  &c.  sA  one  guinea  each,'*  hepausedt 
and  turning  to  me,  obligingly  said,  *'  I  wish, 
doctor,  you  may  make  j65(>,000  by  your  book/* 
This  emitted,  holding  one  paper  in  his  hand,  he 
pullad  out  a  bundle  from  his  pocket,  the  size  of 
Which  would  not  have  disgraced  the  bag  of  a 
petty  attorney,  exclaiming:  ^^  this  is  not  the 
pnly  paper— these  are  a  few  that  I  hav6  picked 
up,^  in  which  the  scandalous  libel  has  been  re- 
peated  again  and  again.  I  should  not  have 
minded  it,  had  I  not  met  it  at  Cheltenham^  copied 

into 
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iqto  ap  English  paper  &c.  ^c/'  TheDf.  after  M 
waroA  eulogium  on  the  ms^istracy  (whose  virtues 
1  had  never  impeached}  supported  bj  Ar  case,  in 
.  which  he  and  his  friend  Jemmy  Dawspn,  as  he 
.  veas  pleased  tp  stile  him^  ;convioted  an  orange- 
m2Lp,  be  reverted  to  the  Herald^  and  its  corres- 
pondents in  terms  equally  scurrilousi  s^me  of 
which.seemed  levelled  at  me.  I  feit  hurt,  turned 
to  Mr.  IrwiOf  ^nd  said,.  ^'  the  advertisement  is 
.imne~{  had  it  published  in  both  the  Belfast 
papers,  for  several  morftks,  .before  it  appeared  in 
the  Herald«f*of  what  follows  I  l^now  no  more 
than  jou  do ;  nor  have  I  any  thing  to  say,,  only 
that  I  f$el  highly  gratified  by  a  patronage  so 
honorable,  and  shall  endeavour  to  deserve  it  9$ 

long  as  I  live." 

• 

Here  Mr.  Langley  interfered,  in  a  tone  and 
itiauner;  of  which,  from  my  confined  knowledge 
of  gentlemen,  I  could  not  conceive  a  gentleman 
capable."  Are  not  you  sir,  the  author  of  the 
original  lib^l  ?  If  j^ou  did  not  communicate  it, 
how  could  it  have  been  published  by  these  incen- 
diaries, as  no  witness  was  present.''  Addressing 
myself  again  to  Mr.  Irwin,  I  gave  him  the  same 
account  which  I  have  already  written.  Being 
somewhat  irritated,  with  tvhat  I  deemed  vulgar 
insolence,  I  arose  to  leave  the  room,  Mr.  Irwin^ 
with  his  usualgood  nature,  begged  I  might  not 
go  away.  I  did  not.  Mr.  Langley,  in  a  tone 
much  softened,  assured  me  that  he  had  no  inten- 
tion 
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giviDg  joffence,  repeated  his  expressions  of  res* 
pect»  and  offered  once  more  to  take  my  exami* 
nations,  and  even  write  them  for  me.     For  this 
condescension  I  expressed  my  gratitude^  adding  . 
that  r'5  I  could  write  for  myself/' 

O^  this,  Ke  seemed  superlative  gQod^  and 
kindly  told  me  th^t,  *^  if  I  would  write  examina- 
tions, he  would  call  on  the  day  folio wing>  or  any 
pther  day  that  I  would  mention."  I  begged  that 
}ie  mi^ht  npt  give  himself  any  such  trouble. 
The  whole  matter  I  would  publish,  as  I  had 
promised'-^he  might  then  act  as  he  chose.  He 
then  askedi  '^  shall  I  say  that  you  refused  to 
s\year  to  any  examinations  r'  '^  No,  sir,"  said 
I,  *'  I  never  said  or  intended  to  say,  any  such 
thing,  I  shall  swear  tp  what  I  have  asserted,  but, 
./ram  circumstanceSf  I  shall  choose  my  own  time. 

I  arose  again  to  depart,  and  as  I  wa$  talking 
to  the  door,  Mr.  Langley  muttered  something 
(about  the  character  of  the  magistrates  of  the 
county,  and  the  necessity  pf  supporting  their 
dignity  ;  adding  that  })e  wpuld  summon  the 
nei^bourhood,  and,  as  I  thought,  me  also,  to 
.appear  before  them.  Having  heard  .bis  words 
indistinctly^  1  turned  and  asked  him  if  he 
meant  to  summon  mpp  No,  said  he,  but  I  will 
summon  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  aqd 
fiend  you  ^  cop^  of  the  summons.    J  will  be 

X  X  much 


*       H 


S3S  REV.  DR.  DfcKSON'S 

much  obliged  to  you,  replied  I,  as  it  is  likely  I 
shall  attend  you  on  the  occasion :  and  so  walked 
off. 

Having  received  no  answer  from  Mr.  J— — li 
to  the  simple  question  in  my  letter  by  Mr.  Lang- 
ley,  for  three  days,  on  Thursday  morning  I 
lyrote  to  him  the  following  note,  and  sent  it  by 
ohr  by  post. 

«*  SIR, 

I  beg  you  may  be  so  good  as  let  me  have  an 
answer,  per  bearer,  to  the  question  contained  in 
the  postscript  of  my  tetter  to  you  by  Mr.  Lang- 
ley.  Vd  be  glad  to  know  likewise  when  Mr. 
L^ngley  will  commence  his  ^/e77^/2  inquest  inf  this 
neighbourhood,  which,  I  hope  will  be  yery  strict 
and  very  extensive.  I  am  sorry  that  your  exa- 
minations of  poor  men  in  your  way  hither,  on 
Friday,  turnedout  so  unsatisfactory. 

I  am, 

sir, 
your  much  obliged 

WiLUAM  Steel  Dickson. 

November  }4ih.  IS  11. 

T-^— s  J— — N  Esq. 

AtiUACH," 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th.  I  received,  through 
the  Armagh  post-office,  the  following  note;  but 
as  will  appear,  without  even  an  al|usion  to  my 
^Vestion^ 

«  Sir, 
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SIR, 

Atinagh  14<&.  November,  ISll* 

I  am  a  loyal  man,  and  wish  well  to  the  consti- 
tution in  general,  therefore  you  must  excuse 
any  interference  on  my  paVt  in  your  concerns, 
particularly  as  not  belonging  to  this  county,  I 
do  not  feel  myself  called  upon  in  this  business— « 
there  are  some  insinuations  in  your  letter  which 
I  do  not  understand,  but  that  perhaps  may  be 
occasioned  by  my  not  being  as  expert  at  the  pen 

« 

as  yourself. 

I  am, 

sir, 

your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

T S  J N. 

p.  S.  The  suspicions  levelled  at  me  in  your 
letters  has  prevented  that  friendly  interference 
which  I  at  first  intended  you.  T.  J,'* 

On  the  same  17th.  I  was  favored  with  the  fol- 
lowing note  from  Mr.  Langley : 

*<  Mr.  Langley  infoYms  Mr.  Dixon  that  there 
will  be  an  examination  of  witnesses  on  Monday 
next  12  o'clock  at  the  session  house  relative  to 
an  assault  alleged  to  have  been  committed  on 
the  9th.  of  September  last  on  Mr.  Dixon. 

Mr.  Dixon  may  call  it  an  inquest  or  what  he 

pleases,  but  Mr.  Langley  is  above  noticing  the 

insinuations  contained  in  Mr.  Dixon's  letters  to 

Mr.  J-— ~n  farther  than  by  saying  thej/  arc  un* 

founded  in  fact. 

Armagh  Saturdtiy  mbrning** 

X  X  2  .    Mr. 
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Mr.  J— n*s  note  I  shall  leave  to  be  criticised 
by  my  rearfers,  on'  comparing  it  with  my  letters. 
With  resprect  to  that  of  Mr.  L^ngley,  t  shall 
only  say  that  i  cannot  conceive  what  the  insi- 
nuations are  which  he  considered  himself  aiov^ 
noticing,  yet  provokingly  pronounces  wifounded 
in  fact.  Does  Mr.  Langley  mean  to  assert  that 
my  letters  contain  lies  or  even  a  single  lief 
His  answer  to  this  will  ascertain  the  notice  to 
which  his  note  may  be  entitled. 

About  noon  on  the  8th.  I  arrived  in  Arnfiagh,- 
where  I  learAed  that  a  number  of  witnesses  fronv 
the  country^  and  several  in  toWitj  had  been  sum- 
,  moned.     On  reaching  the  session  house  I  found 
a  multitude  erf  people  assembled  withoQt  and 
Avithin.     Before  one  o'clock^  it  was  so  crowded 
that  I  could  scarcely  get  a  seat,  but  no  magis- 
trate appeared.     The  people  became  impatient, 
find  several  gentlemen  told  me  that  my  longer 
4stay  would  be  vain  as,  they  were  confident,  no 
examination  would  take  place.     1  determined  to 
wait  the  issue,  not  knowing  what  construction 
might  be  put  on  my  absence.    About  two  o'clock 
I  was  called  upon  and  requested  to  walk  into  a 
room  where  some  gentlemen  wished  to  see  me. 
On  entering,  I  found  these  gentlemen  to  be  four 
magistrates,  and  the  Mr.  Irwin  already  mention- 
ed.   After  some  loose  conversation,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  said  that  they  did  not  mean  to  have  * 
ftuy  public  examination,  aB  it  might  be  attended 

witti 
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t^ith  confusion  and  disturbance.     Indeed,  I  be^ 
Keve,  a  stronger  word  than  either  was  used,     t 
said  the  people  expected  a  public  examination^ 
and  from  reports  which  had  been  industriously 
circulated,  I  conceived  it  due  to  me,  and  most 
earnestly  wished  for  it.     Mr  Langley  modestly 
answered  that  my  own  examinations  were  their 
6bject.  That  cannot  be,  said  I,  as  I  have  not  been 
Summoned  for  any  purpose;  but^  if  ye  are  afraid 
to  examine  publicly,    as  has  been  fainted,   will 
ye  be  so  good  aS  to  order  youf  Witnesses  in  and 
examine  them  privately  in  my  presence  ?  This 
also  being  declined,  I  requested  them,  to  allow 
ine  to  call  in  some  gentlemen,  not  summoned^ 
and  to  examine  them.'    This  was  refused;  and 
my  examinjitions  again  mentioned-    On  this,  I 
gave  them  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  time 
when,  the  place  where,  and  the  number  of  per- 
sons by  whom  I  was  assaulted,  withholding  only 
the  conversation  which  passed  among  them  du->- 
ring  the  transaction,  and  which  I  have  still  with^ 
holden.    After  this  I  was  asked  by  an  old  gen^ 
tleman,  whose  name  as  I  learned  afterwards,  is 
^  Livingstone  j"  "  do  you  believe,  sir,  that  they 
were  orangemen?"    That  question,  sir,  I  wilt 
not  answer,  I  have  told  you  that  they  were  to 
me  totally  unknown.     And  I  now  say  that,  for 
that  reason,  I  could  not  know  whether  they  were, 
or  were  not  orangemen ;  and  that  I  never  said« 
or  sanctioned  the  saying  of  any  other  man,  in 
word  or  writing,  either  that  they  were,  or  were 

Qot^ 
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not.  My  belief  is  of  no  consequence ;  but  I 
ifrill  pubii^h^  the  whole  business,  sioce  such  a 
bustle  has  been  made  about  it,  and  with  it  the 
transactions  of  this  day,  and  leave  the  world  to 
believe  for  itseK-'*  "  O  sir/'  said  he,  '^  we  have 
too  many  publications/*  "  Perhaps  Mre  have, 
sir,  but  l»aqy  or  few,  this  will  be  only  ope  added 
to  the  number.'*  Here  Mr  Langley  mildly 
asked:  *^  Will  you. swear  to  the  account  yoa 
have  given  f  *  "  I  wjll,  on  canditiom.  Let  your 
clerk  write  it  out.**  The  cjerk  wrote  it  very  im> 
perfectly.  I  correcteid  what  he  had  written,  and 
l^^d  an  addition  made  at  my  requ^t.  While  he 
was  doing  tbis^  I  employed  myself  in  writing 
short  notes  of  the  refusal  to  examine  publicly 
&c.  $&c.  as  I  have  related.  The  examination^ 
being  read,  and  by  me  appifoved  of,  I  was  asked 
to  swear  to  them.  I  will,  said  I,  on  conditions  i^ 
the  first  of  which  is,  that  I  may  call  in  three  or 
four  gentlen;^n  to  be  present  at  a  recital  of  whal 
has  passed  here  to  day.  Here  Mr«  Langley 
belched  out  with  his  usual  delicacy.  '^  What 
sort  of  gentlemen  ?"  "  Gentlemen  as  respecta* 
ble  as  any  in  this  room,,  was  the  answer.  This 
being  refused,  I  requested  one  to  be  admitted. 
This  al30  being  refused,  I  read  to  them,  the 
notes  I  had  written,  told  them  that,  as  I  intend- 
ed to  publish^  my  object  was  that  they  should 
be  signed  by  the  gentlemen  present,  or  one  of 
them,  and  remain  in  the  hands  of  their  clerk,  an 
a  test  of  such  publication.    ^^  No  1  they  had  no 

terma 
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i)enns  to  make.— They  would  sign  no  paper,  t 
then  proposed  to  leave  the  paper  with  3aid  clerks 
OQ  his  signature  in  their  presence.  This  would 
not  be  admitted.  In  order  then  to  remove  every 
difliculty,  as  I  thought,  I  proposed  to  lesre  it 
with  him»  on  his  promise  to  keep  it  safe  and  pro- 
duce it  wlieti  called  for:  in  which  case  I  would 
swear  to  the  affiJavit  then  on  the  table  ^  duriu^ 
which  words  I  held  out  the  paper  to  the  clerk« 
He  was  authoritiitively  forbidden  to  receive  it: 
and  I  called  upon  to  declare  whether  or  no  I  re* 
fused  to  swear  to  the  affidavit.  No,  said  I»  allow 
the  paper  to  be  received^  and  I  will  swear  la  it 
immediately.  They  would  not.  Then,  said  I 
no  security  against  misrepresentatioo-^no  affi^ 
davit— -and  so  walked  off* 

That  my  suspicions  of  misrepresentation  were 
not  unfounded  appeared  in  a  few  ifuinuies  after  I 
left  the  liession- house.  I  had  not  taketi  al  seat  at 
the  inn,  to  which  a  few  gentlemen  accompanied 
me,  till  a  friend  ran  in  wiih  the  information  that 

my  friend  captain  J n  was  haranguing  a 

multitude  in  the  street,  and  assuring  them,  on 
the  authority  of  one  of  the  magistrates,  (James 
Johnson,  Esq.)  thatl  had  peremptorily  refused 
to  swear  to  any  affidavit^  or  any  thitig  whdiever. 
On  the  hint  of  a  second  friend  I  took  two  gentle- 
men with  me,  called  on  James  Johnson»  Esq. 
and  before  several  witnesses,  asked  him  whether 
be  had  said,  what  the  other  gentleman  had  re^- 

'    peated. 
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peated,  as  on  his  authority/  His  answer  was 
neither  hasty,  nor  direct.  After  sQOie  hesitation^ 
he  ^id:  **  you  know,  sir— you  know,  you 
would  not  swear  to  the  affidavit,  after  you  got 
it  corrected  and  enlarged,  but  on  conditions^* 
«  What  were  these  conditions,  sir?  When  you 
abandoned  what  you  proposed,  in  your  sum- 
mons, and  refused  every  thing  I  asked;  did  I 
not  offer  to  swear  to  the  ai^davit,  would  you 
allow  your  clerk  to  receiv,e  and  retain  a  paper 
•ecnring  me,  against  misrepresentations,  ip  a 
publication  of  which  I  gave  you  notice  ?  "  Yes ! 
but  we  could  not  receive  any  such  paper  V^ 
^  Did  you  mention  this  cqnditioa  to  your  friend^ 
when  you  mentioned  my  refusal  to  swear^  4c/^ 
*'  i  don't  know— but— —I  mentioned  conditions, 
which  WE  could  not  admit.''  <^  Incorrectness, 
sir,  may  be  the  cau^eof  much  misundei:standipg» 
of  which  no  nian  can  c^lct^late  the  consequences* 
I  must,  therefore,  say  that,  when  you  mention 
my  refusal,  &c.  &c.  you  may  specify  the  reasons 
of  that  refusal,  else  I  must  consider  any  misre- 
presentation which  niay  take  place  as  owing  tq 
your  incorrectness."  ^on^e  more  good-humoured 
/a/A  took  plac?.  AY^at  it  w^s,  I  sh^I  leave  Mn 
Johnson,  surgeon  Maziere,  in  whose  shop  it 
took  place,  and  Messrs.  George  Wilson  and 
4Seorge  Kidd,  who  accompanied  me,  to  relate, 
l^hould  they  ever  deem  it  proper,  or  find  it  ne- 

fess^ry. 
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That  misrepresentations  continued,  wit)i  res^ 
pect  to  what  passed  between  the  worshipful 
magistrates  and  me^  on  the  18th.^— Nay,  that 
they  .were  circulated  industriously,  and  swallow^ 
ed  with  avidity/ 1  was/2/%  convinced  on  the 
20th.  and  severely  condemned  for  holding  anjf 
private  communication  with  the?n. 

« 

Thus  placed  between  ^lisre'presentation  on 
the  one  side;  and,  I  own,  merited  censure  on 
the  other;  I  concluded,  that,  in  order  to  check, 
or  to  counteract,  such  misrepresentations,  som^ 
iri^ans  might  be  necessary ;  and  that  the  mosX 
proper  might  be  the  testimony  of  the  only 
persons  present,  during  the  transactions  of  the 
18th.— Hence,  on  the  21st,  I  wrote  to  the  clerk 
of  magistracy  the  following  note : 

"  SIR, 

If  consistent  with  yoUi*  duty,  1  beg  you  may 
send  me  a  correct  copy  of  the  affidavit  of 
Monday  last,  as  amended  and  enlarged  by  me* 
And,  as  it  is  probable  I  shall  be  obliged  to  call 
for  your  testimony  as  to  what  passed  in  your 
presence,  in  the  session-house,  on  that  day,  the 
privilege  qf  anif  other  uiilness  being  reused  rne^  I 
tbink  it  proper  to  apprise  you  of  this  probability, 
that  you  may  recollect  as  minutely,  as  possible 
tlie  variety  of  circumstances*,  and_the  order  in 

Yy  which 
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which  they  occurred.    You  shall  be  paid  hr 
your  trouble  by^^ 

your  very  humble  servant, 

William  Steel  Dickson. 

Nov.  21st.  1811. 
The  bearer  will  caM  for  an  answer.'* 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  I  had  an 
answer  from  the  clerk,  informing  me  thaf  Mr. 
Langley  took  t^je  affidavit  with  himj  and  thaty 
if  returned^  I  should  have  the  copy  require*,. 
&c."  •  ' 

ISr  Such  copy  I  have  never  received. 

As  William  Irwin,  Esq.  was  prjesent  at  U» 
conversation  between  Mr.  Langley  and  me  ow 
the  10th.  and  that  of  the  18th.  with  the  ma- 
gistrates, though  every  other  gentleman^  not  A 
MAGISTRATE,  was  refused  admittance^  I 
wrote  him^  on  the  22d.  a^  follows  t 

**  DR.  SIR^ 

Among  the  many  painful  circumstances  at- 
tending some  late  transactions,  none  is  more  so  ^ 
than  the  necessity  under  which  I  am  of  giving 
trouble  to  my  friends  and  neighbours.     That 
.you,  whom  I  have  ever  respected,  apd  whom> 
I  am  sure,  I  shall  ever  have  cause  to  respect, 
should  be  among  the  number,  I  most  feelingly 
regret     Had  the  public  examination,  on  Mon- 
day* 


^ay  last^  heen  proceeded  in,  as  I  'most  ardently 
wished  5  or, ,  had  I  been  permitted  to  have  even 
fine  witness  present  at  my  conversation  with  the 
magistrates  on  that  day«  this  might  have  been 
avoided,  if  owever^  as  the  matter  now  stands, 
I  feel  it  unavoidable,  and  that  your  testimony, 
not  only  as  to  the  proceedingfi  of  that  day^  but 
what  passed  between  Mr*  Langley  and  met  in 
Keady«  ^u  Sund^^y  the  Idth.  'iostant;  will  be 
necessary,  I,,  therefore,  tak<  the  liberty  of 
requQ6ting  that  you  may  take  the  trptible  of  re* 
collecting,  not  only  the  circumstances  of  Which 
you  were  witness  pn  both  occasipni^  but  the  or«. 
4er  in  whic^  they  ^ccurjred* 

Be  assured,  ^r  I  teake  l|iia  revest  with  the 
•litmost  reluctaBce,  But,  all  circud^^ances  €oa^ 
fi^^ced,  I  trust  to  your  0^1^  feelings  for  my  apan 
jlogy.  During  a  life,  not  sihort,  I  have  beeu'SQ 
iiappy,  in  spite  of  all  persecution^  tt>  preserve 
;|;omethiog  Uke  character,  ft  cannot,  thei;efori% 
\>t  thought  strapge  th^t  I  should  I^q  unwilling  to 
l^rt  with  it  in  the  evepii^^  j^f  ^y  ^^jr  •  ^Ueve 
'ipci  with  real  respect, 

dr-  sic, 
your  very  humble  servant, 

"^ILLUm  8TEEL  I^ICKSqN.t 

noant 

No*.  22d.  1«H. 

WnucjAM,  Irwin,  Esq. 
.  V       VhleUHUir 

Yy«  To 
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-  To  this  letter  I'  received  a  verbal  answer : 
either  that  he  would  write,  or  that  he  would  call 
on  me,  in  a  fe^y  days.  I  do  not  recollect  which. 
However, '  Ae  has  not  yet  done  either^  nor.  have  I 
troubled' y^m  with  any  farther  application. 

When  I' wrote  the  two  preceding  letters,  I 
mesint  to  publish  immt^ately  an  account  of  the 
assault  of 'the  9th.  of  September  with  ks  conse-* 
quences  down  to  the  evening  of  November  1 8th. 
and  my  object  was  to  have  the  gentlemen  to 
whoni  they  were  addressed,  prepared,  by  calm 
recollection,  to  confirm  ^r  refute  it,  so  far  as  they 
were,  by  their  presence,  connected  with  it. 

From  immediate  publication  I  was  dissuaded, 
by  reasons,  the  solidity  of  which  I  have  experi- 
enced. Report  with  her  trumpet  higher  toned 
than  ever,  sounded,  not  only  caluinniesy  but 
boasts,  and  threats,  far  and  wide,  this  induced 
me  to  have  a  letter,  dated  November  28th.  1811, 
published,  io  the  Beliast  Chronicle,  referring  to 
a  numerous  acquaintance,  of  ail  ranks,  for  near* 
]y  fifty  years,  for  my  character— requesting 'that, 
if  called  for;  it  might  be  fairly  given—- and  tha^ 
the  public  opinion,  as  to  the  reports  circulated, 
tnight  be  suspended  till  my  account  &c.  should 
be  published^  > 

This  letter,  preceded  by  an  anonymous  publi- 
eation,  appeared  in  the  Dublin  *'  Patriot''  through 

which 
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"which  I  had  been  threatened  with  exposure  for 
more  than  two  months:  and,  a  few  days  after- 
wards, followed  by  an  anonymous  letter,  with 
which  ail  who  read  the  Herald  must  be  acquaint- 
ed. Of  these  letters  I  shall,  at  present,  take  no 
Qotice,  OQly  by  saying,  that  they  have  strong 
marks  of  the  same  family,  though  differeotly^ 
dressed  y  and  that  all  such,  when  they  tend  to 
effect  character,  comfort,  or  interest,  are  uni« 
versally  and  justly  considered  as  the  base  and 
cowardly  attacks  of  the  vilest  of  all  assassins. 
Let  the  assassin,  or  assassins,  come  forward, 
.  and  avow  them,  and  they  shall  meet  with  all  due 
respect 

From  respect  to  myself  I  passed  them  witit 
silent  contempt^  as  I  am  determined  to  do  every 
attack  of  the  kind.  , 

If  I  can  depend  on  friends,  whose  veracity  I 
pever  had*  cause  to  doubt,  this  my  silence  in« 
spired  confidence,  inflated  presumption,  and  set 
the  tongue  of  folly  loose.  "His  silence  ha^ 
done  for  him— he  dare  not  pretend  to  answer 
what  has  been  published— -the  manner,  ih  wh\ch 
he  has  been  taken  shorty  has  quieted  him— you'll 
hear  no  more  of  his  account  of  assaults— and,  if 
his  narrative  appears  before  his  death,  govern* 
ment  will  take  care  of  him— 'Mr.  Bushe  knows 

the 
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the  whole—no  matter— this  will  ievvt  some- 

>.  .  •  ■  _         ■  ■  • 

body— government  will  know   iheir  ifriends— 
&c  &c.  &c."  •,   • 

All  this  did  aot  tempt  me  to  br^ak  si)etice>  as 
the  names  of  individuals  were  not  directly  men- 
tioned.— AH  I  could  get  on  this  delicate  ^libjectn 
lo  answer  td  my  indelicate  questions,  was,  *'  X 
do  not  wish  to  have  TTijr  name  brought  into  ques- 
tion— yqu  may  guess  as  you  can ;  but  you  hart 
"vile  enemies  for  their  own  purposes/* 

From  this  deHcacjf  of  my  friendsi  t  took  ad 
notice  whatever  of  th^ir  comiqanications*  But| 
from  my  determination  to  subjoin  the  preoedmg 
compendium  (the  full  account  is  to  follow}  tQ 
my  narrative,  I  thought  a  copy  of  the  affidavit, 
as  corrected  and  enlarged  by  me,  to  which,  / 
inoer,  I  offered  to  swear,  on  the  simple  condition 
already  mentioned,  nbight  be  ^pected^^  ,1  de- 
termined to  subjoin  it,  if  attainable.  As  Mr. 
Noble  had  informed  me  that  Mr.  Langley  had 
^carried  it  off,  I  thought  thi^t  he  was  the  paly 
proper  person  to  whom  I  could  apply^or  a  copy. 

Under  this  idea  I  wrote  him  the  following  note« 

* 

"  Sir, 

Some  time  ago,  I  applied  to  Mri  Noble  for  a 
copy  of  the  affidavit  of  No vember'tStli,  as  cor- 
rected and  extended,  on  my  request.  He  wxote 
me  that  you  had  taken  the  original  with  you, 

I  am. 
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V 

I  ain^  therefore,  obliged  to  take  the  liberty  of 
requesting  that  you  maybe  so  good  as  to  giiFe  a 
literal  copy  of  the  same  to  the  bearer,  or  permit 
him  to  take  it '   Excuse  this  trouble  from, 

srr^ 

yours  &c. 

W iLUAM  Steel  DictsoNv 

Mrwury  XlOu  1812. 

/ 

Simon  Langlet  Esq. 

Armagh; 

The  preceding  was  duly  delivered^  and  the 
result  as  follows : 

Ftbnutry^  18/A.  1812, 

Called  on  Simon  Langley,  Esq.  with  a  note 
from  dr.  Dickson  requesting  a  copy  of  the 
affidavit  of  the  18th.  of  November  last.  He 
said  he  could  not  give  it— he  had  it  not— it  was 
in  higher  hands— he  had  it  sent  to  his  man  of 
business  in  Dublin-— it  was  in  possession  of  go* 
vernment«— if  he  had  it,  he  believed  he  would 
not  give  it  as  he  thought  dr.^  Dickson  might 
make  an  improper  use  of  it.  He  had  not  evea 
a  copy— he  acted  with  more  caution—he  was 
en  his  guard-r*dr.  Dickson  need«not  have  cast 
any  aspersion  on  the  magistrates  as  he  had 
4lone— 

In  presence  of  >  William  G.  Dickson^ 
James  Dunlap.  j         (^  true  copy  J 

'This 


♦  I 
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Tbis  accouDt,  or  rather  compendium  of  an 
accoont,  miist^  for  the  present  terminate  here, 
though  it  is  not  impossible  that  it  may  be  little 
more  than  a  preface  to  a  fuller  and  protracted 
detail.     Qe  that  as  it  may,  I  shall  not  subjoin 
question,  remark,  criticism;  or  reasoning,  as  a    . 
better  opportunity  may  soon  offer.     I  present 
naked  facts  to  public  riew.     Let  sound  sense 
and  impartial  judgment  clothe  them  as  they 
please. 

February  24/A  18\2. 
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AM  sorry  that  t  cannot  proctire  the  Belfast 
News  Letter,  in  Which  the  remarkable  fact,  which 
I  have  mentioned^  was  published.  However^ 
as  many  of  the  gentlemen,  whom  I  have  men- 
tioned, are  still  livings  the  fact,'  even  now,  caa 
be  well  attested.  In  circumstances  I  may  err  j 
but,  in  rhy  errors,  exaggeration  need  not  be 
feared,  though^  from  the  impressions  of  ft^elings^ 
never  to  be  eradicated,  I  shall  write,  rather  from 
the  accounts  given  me  by  Messrs.  Sturrock  and 
Cleland,  and  the  tnio  boys  concerned,  than  any 
I'ecollectiqn  of  the  ne'ws-paper  publication^ 
My  readers  must  perceive,  from  virhom  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  theinfoi'matidn  came.  The  year 
I  cannot  mention  with  certainty^  but  think  it 
was  1795,  and  the  month  July^ 

<'  One  morning,;  after  breakfast^  vrhen  the 
Bumerous  company  dispersed,  Robert  Stewart 
prroposed  to  Henry  Sturrock  to  take  a  sail,  fof 
their  amusement.  This  acceded  to,  they  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  a  small  pleasure  boat^ 
always  ready  rigged.  As  they  determiBcd  to 
"set  oQt  alone,  Mr.  Stewart  prudently  lashed 
down  the  oars,  boat'^hooks,  &c.  before  they  mader 
loose^  that  they  might  not  be  rolling  through 
the  boat.  This  done^  they  set  sail,  and,  the  day 
being  fine,   had  every  prospect  of  a  pleasing 

'2  z  cruise. 


cruise,  in  a  lake  from  six  to  seven  miles  ^^ider 
in  front  of  Mount-Stewart,  house.     During  the 
forenoon,    dr.  Sturrock^  accon>panied  by  Mr. 
Cleland,  tc^jk  a  walk  to  an  elegant  teoople,  siti^- 
^^d  on    an ^  em^Ujence   overlooking   the  ^ke. 
'fbere,   ^fter  envying  the  rich  rural  scenery 
around,  dr.  Sturix>.cl|  retired  iuto  the  temple  to, 
indulge  in  l^is,  favorite  Iqxury,    a  fiOPK.     Mr* 
Clelai^  was  wilh  him.    The  boys  bad  bee^,  for 
hcvucs,.  auisrog  about  the  middle  of  the  lake^ 
if^bep  ^  small  cloud,  eocrei^sin|^  M  it  appr^acli^ec) 
th^y  f)ai(ncd  ^itb  it  a  yio^t  gust  of  win/d» 
h^i),  raiu,  and  thi;inden  When  the  hail  reached 
them,  master  S^wart,  Glotlied  only  in  a  cotton 
ja9ket^  galled  young  Sturroglj  wb6*  was  better 
forU^ed,  gave  bicn  tlie  tiller,  tflltDg  him  to  keep 
thf,.bf^2t^  ?3  &he  lay,  with  saiU  s^alung  in  the 
uin^y  tilt  the  gust  should  b^  over.    This  done, 
lie  ran  iato  the  foreden  for  shelter,    but  had 
scarcely  entered,   when  the  child  having  kept 
Iiis  hand  too  bard  down,  the  boat  came  round, 
the  sails  filled  ^back,  and  she  went  to  the  bot* 
torn  in  several  fathoms  water.      Having  goae 
down  by  the  stern,  the  boys  came  up  tagetlper,. 
with  H.  Sturrock's  hands  grasping  the  skirts  of 
U.  Stewart's  jacket.     R.  Stewart,  who  was  a 
most  excellent  swimmer,  laid  bold  of  .the  child 
and  supported  bim,   till  the  little  swell,  occa* 
sioned  by  the  passing  gust,  subsided.     So  soon 
as  Sturrock' was  capable  of  speech,  he  exclaim- 
ed: ^*0^  Robert,  Robert,  let  me  go.     I  must 
be  drowned^   ak  aoy  rate.     Yoa  may  g^>  ta 
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Mme  of  the  Ulaadsr;  5yr  swim  tilt  stfiiif  boat  (lick 
you  up/'    *«  No,  Henry,"  saW  h^>  '*  vre  will 
live,  or  die^  together/'    So  soon  m  Hie  i^uil  had 
cobsideily  occasioned  by  tfae  passifi;|r  gtist^  Mr. 
R.  Stewart  reminded  his  younger  friebdi  6f  what 
they  had  been  reading  a  feir  days  b^foi'e ;  **  that 
4he  human  body,  wasiighter^  bulk  for  bulk,  than 
water  j  and  tlie^efore,'  ivhfeh  #ater  was  unslgitat- 
ed,  it  would  float  hi  safety,   ^rovrded  the  fac^ 
Was  a  little  elevated  abdve  the  level  of  the  body. 
The  child  suhsiitted  to  tbe  experiihent,  and  waLs 
saved.     Thitf  accomptisHed^    R.  Stewart  now 
regretted  his  caution  in  having  lashed  down  the 
fSB^Sj  &c.  which  iiiighl  have  floated  off  when  th6 
boat  sunk,  mfd  been  ^  great  use  In  the  present 
^niergencyi  hf  beii^^  plikt^d  uhder  Ixis  yoiinget* 
ffwudi  and  sec^ri^g  him'  frbm  sinking.    Thihlc-' 
ii^t  however,  that  so^ntfethmg  might  have  flo&ted, 
f^bicb  wduld  be  u^efli^;  he  swam  off  atW  bap- 
{nly  found  the  smiitl  board,  which  covers  the 
waher-room  and  the  tiller.     IS^ith  these  he  re- 
toml^d  in  triumph ;   but  coul^  not  Succeed  hx 
getCiffig  tbe^  msertedl  under  young  Sturfock. 
Thus  disappointed,  he  Svtrairi  to  a  littfe  distance^ 
placed  them  unlder  his  own  Idins,  and  laid  him- 
self on  the  water  beside  his  friend.    While  thi^s 
placed,  it  occurred  to  Itim  that.,  from  the  num- 
ber of  people,  ei^ployed  in  making  kelp,  on  the 
diffsreat  islands,  a  signal  might  attract  the  at- 
tentifon  of  some  of  them  g^nfg  backwards  and 
forward.      Under   this  idea,     he    comlhenced 
shoutin^i  as  ioud  as  he  could,  and,  as  soon  as 

Zz  2  he 
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he  thought  his  shoiite  could  be  beards  at  a  dis^ 
tance,  throwing  up  his  hat  ihto  the  air.  This 
he  did,  foUowing  his  hat  and  bringing  it  back» 
ttili  his  strength  was  exhausted ,  after  which  he 
returned  to  his  station,  $nd  I^id  himself  on  th6 ' 
water  beside  his  friend. 

In  the  meanrtiipe,  the  gust  and  shower  having 
passed  the  temple,   three  miles  to  leeward,  dr^  ^ 
SturrocV,  not  apprehending  aqy  danger,  desired 
Mr.  Cleland  to  look  if  the  boys  were  returning/ 
Mr.  Clelq-nd  went  to  the  wjndow  but  remained* 
speechless,  dr.  Sturrock  asked  again,  "  are  they* 
returning?"    JVIr.  Pleland,  continuing  silent,  he* 
'went  to  the  window,  and  having  cast  his  eyp 
pver  the  part  of  the  lake,  where  they  had  been 
cruising,  he  exclaimed ;  '^  the  gust  has  overset 
the  boat ;  but,  perhaps,  they  may  have  reached 
one  of  th^  islands.     Ge(  down  one  ofv  the  small 
boats^  on  the  shpre>,  immediately.    Who  knows 
but  one,  if  not  both,  may  be  saved  r"    Mr;* 
Cleland  J^urried  to  the  shore,  i^bout  two  hundred 
yards  distaiit,  got  a  yawl  Ipaned  tp  the  water, 
nearly  as  far,  aoid,  with  two  men,  ro^ed  off  for 
Ihe  place,  where  the  boat  bad  been  last  seen. 
Having  nearly  readied  the  supposed  place,  Mr. 
pleland  heard  a  shout.     P)e  polled  to  the  rowers, 
hut  th^y  had  not  heard  it;  I  suppqse  from  the 
^oise  of  the  oars.     He  ordered  thein  to  pull  on» 
in  the  direction  from  which  the  $bout  appeared; 
to  come.    They  did  so.    In  a  few  xninutes,  Mr, 
Cle|and  heard  another  sbou|  in  the  SAine  direcT 

tion. 
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tion.  This  also  was  unheard  by  the  rowers. 
However,  soon  after^  a  third  shout  was  heard 
by  then)  all.  After  rowing  a  little  farther,  some* 
thing  dark-colored  was  seen  floating.  Mr, 
Clelaud  exclaimed.  *^  Pull  on  boys,  that  it 
R.  Stewart's  black  head.  It  was  only  bis  hat 
Knowing,  by  the  stream,  their  proper  course, 
they  pulled  on,  and  soon  saw  Robert  floating  on 
the  water.  On  hearing  the  sound  of  the  oars, 
he  called  out,,  exhausted  and  chilled  as  he  was; 
**  Do  not  mind  me;  a  little  farther:  O  Henry, 
IJenry !  ,A^  little  farther  Heqry  was  discovered ; . 
both  were  takeq  ioto  the  bo^t^  aud  brpyght  saf« 
on  shore." 

I  have  said  that,  tn  circumstances,  from  the 
lapse  of  time,  I  may  have  erred ;  but,  if  I  have, 
it  is  not  by  exaggeration.  If,  of  this  I  should 
be  suspected,  let  the  suspicious  apply  to  the 
authorities  to  which  I  have  referred.  Moral 
reflection  on  this  astonishing  instance  of  youthful 
friendship,  calm  recollection,  and  unterrifiable 
fortitude,  I  shad  not  presume  to  offer.  As  to 
fortitude,  he  hath  latterly  given  an  instance 
much  more  expressive  than  that  which  I  have 
mentioned.  "  Death  before  dishonor,'*  is  in 
every  man's  mouth.  I  shall  only  add  that,  in 
1785^  Mr.  Stewart  was  only  in  bis  l6th.  year, 
consequently  unhackneyed  in  the  ways  of  mo- 
4em  ambition,  and  a  stronger  to  its  allurements. 

ApPENDI}( 
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N  my  narrative,  p.  36.  I  har^  promised  a 
Tpecioien  of  my  correspondeficfe  ?n  1797,  tfiat 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  my  opinions  nttd 
^litimeiits  at  that  time.  It  will  she^^  at  ledsft, 
that  I  was  not  wholly  employed  iii  **  treasonable 
und  seditions  practices,  whatever  may  have 
been  my  secret  designs.  The  first  letter  Was  m 
answer  to  one  Written  m  cdnsequende  of  a  prcr- 
claidation  then  isstied : 

*'  MY  DR.  SIR, 

1  thought  to  hate  written  yon  a  lonjj  fetter, 

but  I  hate  scarcely  tbsa.^  to  thank  you  for  your 

kind   recoflectroti.      As  to  your   qnesthMi,    I 

scarcely  kttow  what  to  say.    KFo  pfroclamatioiitr 

can  be  legal  that  is  pointed  against  legal  tfieet^ 

ings.    Bat^  I  think  there  is  roasonf  to  sttepecl 

that  no  Tnectings  whatever  are  now  to  be  pehhit- 

ted.    YoiT  must  have  heard  of  the  fotcible  di!^ 

persion  of  the  King's  county  meeting,  and  the 

pretention  of  any  meeting  in  county  Kfldar^,  by 

8  declaration  that  it  wotrldj  rf  contenetf,  be  diSf» 

persed  by  force.    All,  therefore^  ftat  I  can  sny 

is,  ^*  that  the  power  qf  peaceable  det^erdthn  f&erf^ 

to  have  Jled  xoHh  the  rcU  of  our  privileges  f**  i 

would  add  this :  I  tirink  that  lefgalmeetm^  ought 

not  to  be  intimidated  by  iUegal  threats,  they 

may  avail  themselves  of  their  constitutional  right 

of 
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at  asstmUfng,  and  leafe  it  to  nneonsfHiKtional 
force  to  execute  its  ordem.  Having  tkni^  and 
you  will  allow,  most  wisely  answered  your  qiie»^ 
tion,  let  me  put  a  question  in  my  turn. 

Ab  ides  hm  t^n  j«$ft  sUiited  here.  Qf  hs^vii^, 
]£  possible^  a  petitina  firom  all  the  oouaties, 
slating  tixe  miserable  state  pf  Irelan^i  and  pr^ss^; 
iDg  our  immediAt^  w^  jiiet  claim  to  a  veibmf  aa 
tiM  <H)ly  leeaanre  left  to  restore  tbe  lost  liberty  oC 
the  country^  and  60^  rjfewtaitt  ike  cwmxhn  wUk 
GfKatMrUabi.  The  thiog  was  mentioned  to  me 
only  last  nigbt  The  notion  wa^,  to  send  oyer 
two  delegates!  from  each  county :  the  addres3 
itself  toi  he,  .what  it  ought  to  be.  explicit  aiid  de* 
cime.  i  said,  I  would  wvite  |o.  you  upon  it. 
CSkMisider  it,  and  let*  me  know  your  opinion  of  it, 
I  9m  always  disposed  to  hope  much  frond  justice, 
and  reason.  Surely,  if  England  h  not  actuaify 
demetUated  by  Jttpiler,  m  ordtr^  to  her  perdition, 
she  cannot  but  see  th€t  ber  existence  stands  singly: 
t^on  her  support  Jivm  Ireland  :.  and  if  those  hoc^ 
rors  that  luure  djefornaed  Europe,  for  so  long  a 
time,  could  bo  arertod  from  us,  whafeaglorioua 
tsiomph  would  if;  be  of  moderation;  over  British 
foHy,  and  Irish  depravity.  I  do  most  eo^tremely 
regret  that  nothing  drives  you  hitfaef.  You 
would  be  of  mnch  use.  God  bleae.  you,  and 
give  us  better  tinges,  pr^ys. 

v«y  truly  yours. 

To 


N 
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To  this  letter  1.  wrote  the  following  answel*^ 
J^ne^th.  1797.  That  isj  exactly  one  year  be* 
/ore  my  arrest. 

■ 

MY  DR.  Sin, 

I  sit  down  to  thank  you  (of  youf  very  Matter* 
ing  letter,  and  to  assure  you  that  nothing  could 
gratify  me  more  than  an  opportunity,  at  this 
momentous  crisis^  of  being  occasionally  with  yon 
and  yoavfezo  worthy  associates-^a  crisis,  when 
the  greatest  man  in  Ireland  should  feel  happy  in 
being  the  humblest  instruoient  in  rescuing  an 
empire  from  inevitable  ruin.     For  a  time  I  must 
submit  to  circumstances  which  keep  meat  adis^ 
tance  from  you:  and  as  you  do  not  eren  hint  at 
Garrickfergus  or  Down,  I  fear,  I  am  not  to  bare 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  this  season.     Undef 
this  idea,  I  write  what  follows^    On  Monday 
the  22d.  May,  thirty  gentlemen  of  this  county 
held  a  meeting,  called  by  letter.    The  sketch 
sent  me  was  adopted  unanimously,  without  ad^ 
dltion  or  alteration,  as  our  petition.     Ithasbeea 
printed,  and  is  now  circulating  parochially,  for 
sabscription.     Yesterday,    every  freeholder  of 
my  congregation^  who  attended  public  worsliip, 
subscribed  it    The  others  will  do  the  same  be* 
fore  Thursday.     Vfc  are  to  meet  in  Down,  on 
Friday,  to  collect  and  engross  tbe  returns  from 
the  whole  county,  and  appoint  two  or  more  gen* 
tlemen  to  present  it  to  bis  majesty.     This  idea  I 
threw  out  to  a  number  of  gentlemen,  indiyida* 
al1y»  all  of  Whom  approved  of  it  5  but  it  waa 

thoaglrt 


APPENDIX.  361 

thought  unnecessary  to  proposeii,  in  theforin 
of  a  resolution,  till  our  next  meeting*  when,  I 
hope  and  believe,  it  will  be  unanimously  adopt- 
ed.  The  mention  of  this  circumstanGe  will  be 
a  full  answer  to  your  question.  The  idea  of  a 
strong  petition,  from  each  county,  presented  by 
a  deputation  from  among  themselves,  appears 
to  me  more  promising,  .if  any  thing  can  be  pfo« 
mining,  than  any  other.  I  am  now  to  mention 
a  .circumstaace,  which  I  would  wish  to  be  at- 
tended  to  in  all  the  counties,  as  I  am  con- 
vinced it  would  be  of  some  use.  In  your  late 
contest,  the  most  plausible  objection  to  re* 
fofm  was  the  villainous  and  groundless  assertion^ 
**  that  the  people  would  not  bfi  satisfied  xpith  it^ 
Froni  the  moment  you  nnfoldie4  the  plan  to  Qie, 
I  made  it  the  subject  of  discussion,  during  tl)^ 
assizes  at  Carrickfergjas  and  Down,  in  all  the 
large  parties  where  I  w^s.  Since  that  time,  I 
h^^e  done  every  thing  I  pould,  by  word  and 
letter,  to  know, the  mind  of  this  quarter  on  that 
subject^  and  am  happy  in  saying  that  I  have  not 
found  a  n^an  whom  it  would  not  fully  sUisfy. 
It  ifi  the  universal  wish— the  ultimatum  of  pub- 
lie  desire.  I  am  sorry  to  add  that,  if  this  be 
still  madly  denied,  I  shudder  to  think  of  conse^ 
quences,  as  I  am  convinced  the  people  will 
hazard  every  thing  in  that  case,  even  death 
itself,  rather  than  entail  /slavery  on  their  poste- 
rity. That  government  may  become  wise  ere 
it  te  too  Iat<  and  prevent  the  dreadfifl  experi- 

*        5  4,  jpaent. 
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ment,  i»  the  first  prayer  of  my  hewt,  Tbsde 
circumstances  I  stated  fully,  at  the  late  meeting 
in  Ballinahinch,  where  the  fact  was  instantly 
admitted  by  all,  as  you  will  see  by  the  last  sen-* 
tence,  except  one,  in  the  inclosed  paper.  That 
sentence  I  would  wish  to  have  recommended  to 

• 

fill  the  counties,  that  it  may  be  publicly  avow- 
ed, by  aliy  as  far  as  it  may  be  found  real^  as  it 
gives  the  He  direct,  and,  I  believe,  justly  to  the 
privileged  calumniators  of  a  ;Ioyal,  though  in<* 
suited  and  oppressed  people.  Perhaps,  a  short 
paragraph  in  the  public  papers,  on  that  sen- 
tehee,  or  the  paper  of  which  it  is  a  part,  from 
your  expressive  and  impressive  pen,  might  be  of 
great  use.  \  beg  you  to  make  the  trial ;  B,nA  at 
the  same  time,  to  forgive  the  freedom  I  now  use. 
But,  why  apologise?  Apology  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary to  you,  in  whose  heart  the  redemption 
pf  your  country  has  long  holden  the  highest 
place.  Should  the  multiplicity  and  magnitude 
pf  your  concerns,  and  attention  to  more  impor- 
tant connexions,  leave  you  a  few  spare  minutes^ 
now  and  then,  yqur  devoting  tli^im  to  an  occa- 
sional correspondence  would  ever  he  gratefully 
acknowledged  by 

&c.  &c.  is^c. 

To  this  letter  I  received  the  following  note, 
written  in  hciste,  aii4  without  date. 


MY 
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'*  MY  DIL  SIR, 

I  undersiandj  the  parliament  is  to  be  dissolved 
this  night,  or  to-morrow,  so  that  the  minister 
has  clearly  given  ap  all  idea  of  giving  this 
wretched  country  a  reforml  I  have  communU 
cat^d  and  talked  your  idea  of  a  general  petition. 

.  I  suspect  that  pur  approbation  of  it  is  chiefly  on 
the  credit  of  the  suggestors.  God  knows,  and 
he  only,  what  we  may  be  reserved  for.  The 
state  of  things  about  us  here  is,  every  hour,  be- 
coming more  horrible— we  are  willing  to  try  any 
expedient,  such  as  you  propose.  Let  us,  there-* 
fore,  know  if  you  continue  in  the  same  opinion. 

'  I  have  not  a  nionlent  to  say  more.*' 

This  specimen,  of  my  correspondence  in 
1797,  1  have  submitted  to  the  public,  merely  to 
shew  that  all  my  time,  attention,  and  labor  was 
not  engrossed  by  the  practices  ascribed  to  me. 
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HE  name  of  Stewart  I  have  frequentiy 
mentioiTed,  for  different  reasons,  and  with  feel- 
ings widely  different.  One  of  these  reasons^ 
as  I  have  already  said,  was  to  express  my  high 
esteem  of  the  father  of  the  family,  and  my  siti- 
cere  gratitude  for  his- kind  attentions  paid  mei» 
early  life:. 

A  second*  was  to  shew  that  his  son,  now  earl 
of  Londonderry,  became  representative  of  the 
rich  and  populous  county  of  Down,  not  from  a 
sti?pid  respect  to  an  overgrown  fortune  or  long 
train  of  titlted  ancestors*- not  from  mean  adalk- 
tion  or  /uscinating  manners,  nor  base  comprti- 
mise  with  other  great  men  to  obtain  a  popular 
interest  as  a  step  to  political  power;  but,  from  a 
confidence  in  his  integrity,  supported  by  the 
presumptiop  that,  with  his  father's  fortune  he 
would  inherit  his  liberality  and  patriotism. 

A  third  reason  was  to  shew  that  such  is  tlie 
prhiciple  of  the  county  of  Down,  that  when  the 
father's  patriotism  became  problematical,  the 
early  and  blooming  virtues  of  the  son  retrieved 
the  public  confidence,  called  forth  their  affec- 
tionate support^   and  placed  him  in  the  seat, 

which 
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which  his  Tatber  had  filled,  in  opposition  to  A 
coiolri nation  of  interests- iais  formidable  as  ever 
candidate  encountered :  And,  that  from  the  same 
principle,  when  he  had  buried  these  virtues  in 
the  grave  of  Ireland's  independence,  thej  re- 
leased him  from  the  slavery  of  serving  them,  and 
left  him  at  liberty  to  seek  employment  in  the  pa- 
triojtic  corporation  of  British  borough* monger& 

Another  reason,  as  will  appear  from  the  pre- 
ceding narrative,  was,  that  they  were  the  cause 
of  my  first  appearance,  in  a. political  character, 
and  in  their  support  all  my  exertions  were  made» 
previous  to  the  year  i791>  and  that  Alexander 
Stewart,  Esq.  brother  to  the  earl  of  Londonderry^ 
was  present  at  every  meeting',  which  I  attendee), 
until  late  in  1793.  They,  therefore  could  not 
be  strangers,  either  to  my  political  principles,  or 
general  character.  In  fact,  they  were  so  con- 
nected  with  every  public  act  of  mine,  until  that 
period,  that  the  mention  of  their  name  appeared 
to  me  unavoidable. 

My  last  reason  was,  that  the  early  virtue$» 
and  engaging  manners,  of  lord  viscount  Castle- 
reagh  might  be  known— virtues  and  manners, 
which,  commanditig  the  affection,  esteem,  and 
confiden<fe  of  his  native  county,,  led  him  into 
the  high  way  of  honor  and  promotion,  in  which 
the  end  of  his  i^areer  is  known  to  every  body. 
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HAT  I  was  a  most  particular  object  of 
the  attention,  at  least  of  subordinate  governor^^ 
during  and  after  my  lobg  confihement,  must 
be  evident  from  many  parts  of  the  preceding 
narrative.  Mr.  Pollock's  strict  examination  of 
the  otiicr  prisoners  concerning  me ;  his  rejection 
of  their  submission  to  the  Dublin  compact,,  be- 
'cause  mv  name  was  not  affixed :  the  freedom 
taken  with  letters  to  my  family  in  the  post-office^ 
'Newtown- Ards;  and,  lastly,  the  rev.  Joha 
CielandV  communications  with  Mr.  Thomson, 
after  my  return  to  Ireland,  all  conspire  to  con- 
firm  the  fact.  At  auy  rate,  presuming  on  these, 
I  was  led  into  the  egotism^  of  which  notice  may 
be  taken. 
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HAVE  said  that,  **  somehow,  pr  other^  Mr. 
jCurran  wa;$  Led  into  such  confusion  of  ideas/' 
frooi  the  manner,  in  which  he  had  heard  Mr. 
Cleland  spoken  of,  "  that,  from  his  language, 
it  was  very  uncertain  whether  he  considered 
kim  as  aJuinismc^ni  or  a  blood- hound^-^or  both** 

Every  man,  who  has  ever  heard  Mr,  Curraa 
upeak,   or  resul  his  speeches,  at  the  bar,  in  the 
senate,  or  from  the  bench,   will  be  sut*pri6ed 
that  I  should  bring  such  a  charge  against  him'-^ 
a  man,  whose  correctness  of  expression  cair  be 
equalled  only  by  the  brilliancy  of  his  wit,  the 
undefined  extent  of  his  intellectual  resources, 
the  fertility  of  his  genius»   his  clecfQenGe,  and, 
what  is  more  than  all,  his  unimpeachqble  political' 
integrity i  through  all  the  vaineiy  of  scenes  and' 
circumstances, .  xohich  the  last  twenty  years  have 
presented  to  tlie  eyes  and  FEELKNGS  of  Irishmen. 

9 

As  1  have  made  the  charge,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  excused  for  tracing  the  foundation,  on  Which 
it'  rests,  as  it  shall  be  my  only  apology. 

At  the  Spring  assizes,  17979  several  trials^ 
effecting  life,  were  to  take  place,  and  in  which^ 

party-influence 
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j)arty-influenre  was  suspected.  Hence,  on  the 
commeiicenient  of  the  first  trial,  the  array,  was 
challenged.  The  rev.  John  Cleland  was  ex- 
amined, at  great  length,  relative  to  his  inter- 
ference with  the  sheriff  in  the  return  of  a 
pannel.  I  shall  not  recite  the  examinations, 
on  this  occasion,  nor  the  observations  of  coun- 
sel to,  which  they  gave  rise.  The  triers  .appointed ' 
sustained  the  pannel,  and  the  business  went  on. 

The  first   trial  developed   such   a  scene  of 
prevarication,  and  worse  than  prevarication,  as. 
an  honest  mind  could  hardly  suppose  possibles 
and  the  prisoners  were  acquitted. 

On  the  Friday  following,  the  array  was  again . 
eliallenged,  and  the  rev.  John  Cleland  under- 
went another  long  examination.    This  examina- 
''tion  I  shall  pass  by,  as  I  have  passed  the  former, 
leaving  my  readers  to  judge  of  it,  by  an  extract 
from  the  report  of  Mr.  Curran's  speech,   by. 
wHiich  it  was  followed;    and  this  I  shall  giye 
merely  to  shew  the  seeming  perplexity  of  mind, 
and  consequent  confusion  of  language  in  whidt. 
Mr.  Curran  was  entangled,  respecting  the  real^ 
character  of  Mr.  Cleland. 

^*  He  (Mr.  Cleland)  has  more  than  once 
positively  sworn  that  he  applied  to  the  hi^h-^ 
sheriff—that  he  struck  off  no  names  but  those 
who  wanted  freeholds  s  but  to-day  he  finds  that 

freeholders 
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fi*66hbld€M  nv^e  stniek  off  by  Acr  main  pen^he 
tcfllsyon,  thy  lotd,  and  gentlemen  •  trieifs,  wttlt 
eqtml  taodmty  and  ingenuity^  that  he  has  iibaide  * 
m^fnistake.     He  returns  eigkhf-one  names  id' 
thes^eriflf.    He  receives  blank  siimfDonses,  fills 
ifri^lit  he  deems  ^onveni6nt,  &c.  &lc.    Gracious 
God !  whiEU/  are  the  courts  of  juitice  ?  What  is 
tfial  by  jnfry?  What  is  thfe  country  brought  to  ? 
Were  it  told  in  the  conrls^  above^were  it  told 
in  dther  countries  •^•were  it  told  in  Westminster 
h«(ll-^that  such  a  man  was  perthitted  to  return' 
iletfr  one  half  of  the  grand  panel  of  the  county 
from  one  partioilar  district^^a  district  under 
severe  distr^ss-^a  district  to*  which  be  is  agent,' 
and,  on  which,  with  the  authority  he  possesses^ 
he  is  able  to  bring  great  calamity,  would  it  be 
believed. 

He  ascends  the  pulpit  with  the  gospel  of  be- 
nignity arid  peace;  he  endeavours  to  impress 
himsidf  iMd  his  headers  with  its  meek  arid  its 
holy  spirit.  He  descends,  throws  off  the  purple^ 
si^lzes  the  irisnrrection  act  in  the  one  hand,  and 
the  whip  in  the  other«>-fIies  by  night  and  by  day 
after  his  game— «  and,  with  his  heart  panting,  his 
ttreath  exhausted,  and  his  belly  at  the  groun4 
in  the  chace,  he  turns  round  and  tells  vou  th«t 
his  mind  is  unprejudiced-^t&at  his  heart  is  full 
of  hnmanity-«i->and,  that  all  his  hopes,  fears,  and 
vriihes,  are  a  pure  imiocent  oiccture  of  milk  anil 
Water/' 

9 1  Noir 
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'Now,  wheiher  tlie  preceding  be/'OOAlidered 
M  a  realr  representiatio«  laAen  /rdmi  ihe  lifCj  cfr 
merely  as  .a  fanciful  farensic  caric^itiii'e,  is  no- 
thing  to '.the^  purpose.  I  do  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine whelherit  is  ttio  onexic  tbe  other,  or.fi 
compound  of  both ;  or  of  mor^  tiian  both*  Qe. 
that  as  it  may,  had  the  orator  adhered  to  siMpI^ 
nature,  his  words  would  never  liave  presented 
to  the  imagination  such  a  figuioe^  Indeed,  the 
facts  exhibited,  and  as  it  would. seem,  by  die 
ivpol't,  acknowledged^  were  irreconcileable  to 
the  idea  of  piire^  Iwnesty  unadulterated  human 
nature.  Hence,  his  sensibilities  may  have  hur- 
ried him  bacic  into  the  regions  of  fable,  and  re- 
collection presented  to  his  faocy,  . 

"  Hydras^  Gorgons,  and  Chimeras  dire^^ 

And  hence,  taking,  the  whole  scene  reported, 
and  of  which  he  is  said  to  have  been  a  witness,  as 
something  more  than  an  airy  dream  or  frantic 
vision,  he  has  represented  his  chimera  with  hands 
to  hold  up  the  insurrection  act  as  his  warrant, 
and  brandish -his  whip  as  a  signal  for  floggmg-* 
with  wings,  no  doubt,  of  an  eagle,  vulture,  or 
dragon,  to  pursue  and  secure  the  higher  objects 
^f  hischace,  as  is  implied  in  the  words  *^  flies  by 
night  and  by  day  after  his  game."— And  four  feet 
to  run  down  the  swinish  herd,  and  all  thevarie- 
rtiee  of  the  reptile  race.     This  seems  necessary 

'•'«»  .  to 
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to  justify  the  expressions,  *^  heart  panting,  breath 
exhausted  and  belly  at  the  ground,  in  the  chace/' 

This  is  the  only  supposition,  on  which  I  can 
account  for  the  seeming  perplexity  of  mind  and 
confusion  of  language,  with  which  I  presumed 
to  say,  that  ^'  it  was  uncertain  whether  Mr.  Cur- 
ran  considered  Mr.  Cleland  as  a  huntsman,  as' 
a  bloodhound,  or  both/'  Be  Jthat  as  it  may» 
the  figure  must  be  more  than  half-caricature. 
The  rev.  John  Cleland,  surely,  never  sat  for 
such  an  ungainly  picture ! 


END  OF  NARRATIVE. 
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HE  extraordinary  power  displayed  in  the 
miracles  of  Jesus,  and  the  benevolence  with  which 
it  was  exercised,  seem  to  have  produced  a  gene* 
ral  disposition  to  receive  him,  as  the  great  deli* 
verer,  which  prophecy  had  foretold  to  the  peo* 
pfe  of  Israel.  And  when  they  saw  him  raising 
the  dead,  and  feeding  multitudes  in  the  Wilder* 
lieas  with  a  few  loaves  and  small  fislies,  they  con- 
cluded that,  as  he  could  thus  easily  support  ar- 
mies,, and  rescue  thesl^in  from  the  hand  of  death, 
he  would  realize  the  hopes  of  temporal  domini- 
on, with  which  they  had  been  long  intoxicated, 
and  urged  him  to  assume  the  title  of  King. 

As  this  overture  was  founded  on  mistaken  ap- 
prehensions of  his  kingdom,  instead  of  compli* 

a  ance^ 
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ance,  he  endeavoured  to  correct  the  prejudicef^^ 
tVom  which  it  proceeded,  and  the  passions  con- 
nected with  them.  But  they  were  so  firmly  at- 
tached to  the  hopes,  which  ambition  and  reveng^ 
had  long  cherished,  that  they  were  offended  -, 
turned  that  resentment  against  hi^m,  of  whiph 
tl)ey  had  attempted  to  make  hi.m.  the  instru- 
ment; joined  issue  with  his  enemies  in  a  scanda- 
lous prosecution,  and  obliged  {h&  governor  of 
Juduea  tocoti^eitt  to  his  death/  *• 

The  most  remarkable  circumstance  iti  this 
transaction,  is  that  on  which  they  founded  their 
accQsatioiTS.  They  charged  him  with  thesedi- 
tious  designs,  in  which  they  had  laboured  in  vain 
to  engage  him ;  and,  as  they  pretended,  they 
brought  their  charge,  inerclij  because  his  claims 
were  unfriendly  to  Csesar.— -That  Cajsar,  whose 
chains  they  wished  to  shake  off;  in  overthrowing 
whose  empire  they  wouM  have  gloried,  and  in 
opposition  to  whomj  they  had  endeavoured,  by 
compulsion,  to  make  him  a  king. 

m 

'The  ronran  governor,  before  whom  the 
charge  was  exhibited,  was  aware  of  the  base  mo- 
tLves  on  which  it  was  urged,  and  fully  satisfied 
*of  the  innocence  of  Jesus.  He  knew,  that 
"  through  envy  they  had  delivered  him  up,"  ye% 
be  seems  to  have  suspected  that  some  of  his  claims 
might  have  been  expressed  in  terms  which  might 
justify  the  construction  which  had  been  put  up-  ^ 
on  them.  Perhap?,  he  had  connected  some  of 
'    '  '  the 
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die  extravagant  epithets  >rtnch  the  «l6ic  philoso- 
phy bestowed  upon  its  wise  meny  with  the  ideas 
of  that  exaUed  wisdom  which  Jesus  taught;  dnd 
imagined  that/  in  such  a  sense;  l^e  had  unrc^a-^ 
ted  to  himself  the  name  of  king.  Be  this  q« i& 
may,  "he  desired  to  know  whether^  in  anysease; 
be  assumed  this  title>  and  what  that  sense  was.  '^ 

To  Pilate's  inquiries pn  tbissubject>  J^sue  ad-^ 
tnitted,  in  answer,  that  he  was  a  king  ;  but  in- 
£brme(|  him  that  his  claims,  as  such,  did  pot  in* 
terfere  with  those  of  the  Emperor,  from  vvhoni 
Pilate  derived  his  authority,  and  to  whom  he 
owed  allegiance ;  and  added  a  circumstance, 
from  which  he  might  be  assured  that  this  infor* 
xnatioi^  Wiis  true. 

w  **  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  worW;  if  my 
kingdom  Mpsre  of.  this  world,  th^n  would  my,  setr 
vantsiight,  that  I  might  not.be  delivefed  to  tbi!^ 
jews ;  but  now,  is  my  kingdom  not  from  hence^'* 

Whatever  ideas  pilate  entertained  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Jesus,  from  the  declaration  it  is  evident 
that  he  did  not  imagine  there  was  any  interfe- 
rence between  it  and  the  interests  of  Caesar j  :<y. 
that  his  loyalty  could  be  impeached  on  account 
of  tho  lenity  with  which  he  treated  him :  fof  b^ 
immediately  went  out  and  declared  publicly,  thilt 
he  found  •<  *  in  him  no  fault  at  all." 

*  John  1«.  31,  .      i         . 
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Howevisr  for ourable  this  may  appear  to  t.be 
character  ancl  pretensions  of  Jesusi  no  satisfying 
argument  can  be  deduced  from  it  in  favour  of 
Christianity.  Pilate  had  no  fixed  principles,  nor 
any  clear  views  of  it,  to  enable  him  to  pronounce 
upon  its merit$.  Theouly  obvious  conclusion 
iva3  that  which,  he  formed,  by  connecting  the 
idea  of  **  kingdom"  with  that  of"  bearing  wit: 
ne3S  to  the  truth,"  that  a  man  who  professed  on- 
ly to  teach  and  support  truth,  and  acted  agree- 
ably to  his  profession,  could  not  be  an  enemy 
to  good  government,  or  the  interests  of  society. 

Yet  many  inquiries  remain  concerning  truth, 
in  generaly  and  particularly,  concerning  chris* 
tianity  as  teaching  fke  truth,  or  exiiibiting  jmt 
views  of  the  various  and  important  subjects  of 
i^^hich  it  treats.  But  as  it  would  b,e  impossible 
to  comprise  them  ali  in  the  bounds  of  a  sermon, 
"we  shall  confine  our  attention  at  present  to  one 

^'hich  arises  directly  from  the  declaration  before 
us. 

Previous  to  the  discussion  of  this  inquiry,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  the  declaration  itself.  ^ 

*<  This  WorVt,**  from  its  inordinate  influence 
t^^  the  passioQS  ^and  conduct  of  men,  is  ofteu 
contrasted  with  ^* tlie  Father**  who  is  thesource  of 
all  good  3  and  from  the  distresses,  in  which  the 

immoderate 
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immoderate  love  of  it  involves  them,  to  *^  Hea* 
ven,"  which  is  the  seat  of  perfect  happiness. 
Hence,  those-who  devote  themselves  principal- 
ly to  the  indulgence  of  appetite,  are  said  to  be 
"  of  the  world  ;"  whilst  those  who  cherish  more 
exalted  sentiments,  and  pursite  the  more  valua- 
ble attainments  of  wisdom,  truth,  and  virtue, 
are  denominated  "  of  the  Father."  Thus  Christ 
addressed  the  Jews  ;  whose  prejudices  tind 
worldly  att&chments  rendered  them  blind  to  the 
purposes  of  Heaven  ?  "  *  Ye  are  from  beneath, 
I.  am  from  above :  Ye  are  of  this  world,  I  am 
not  of  this  world."  In  the  same  sense  he  used 
the  phrases  frequently  in  his  discourses  to,  and 
concerning,  his  disciples:  "  f  Because  ye  arc 
not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of 
the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you-" 
Again,  "  J  I  have  given  them  thy  word,  and  the 
world  hath  hated  them,  because  they  are  not  of 
the  world,  even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world:" 

These  passages  shew  that,  '^  to  be  of  the 
world,'*  is  to  adopt  the  designs,  indulge  the  pas- 
sions, or  engage  in  the  pursuits  which  center  in 
it.  And  to  be  "  not  of  the  world,"  is  to  be  free 
from  their  destructive  influence. 

la  this,  sense  the  phrase  applies  as  strictly  io 
collective  bodies  as  to  individuals.  They  also 
take  their  characters  from  the  ends  which  th  ey 

ha%e 
*  Johns,  23.  t  ^^*  *^*  *  4  17,  1*. 
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have  in  view,  and  themeahs  by  whic*h  they  pro- 
pose to  accomplish  them.  Thecharacter,  there- 
fore, which  is  here  given  of  Christianity,  ^laybe 
comprpherid^d  under  the  following  particulars  j 

I.  It  didnotpriginateirom  worldly  policy, 

II.  It  dotU  not  affect  pornpi .  *"»^"'>ficence, 
?nd  perisliable  wealth,*  which  jlalter  the- vanity, 
find  gratify  the  ambitipu  'aiid  kvaricf  of  ihen. 

•  HI.  It  disclai'instvery  idea pf  b^iAg  extendfed 
by  violence,  or  supported  by  oppression.    And; 

IV.  It  exercises  no  doniinioo  oyer  men,  b«t 
what  truth  and  righteousness  filly  justify,  au^ 
the  reason  of  its  subjects  must,  fever  approve  and 
rejoicein. 

These  aharacters  of  the  Messiah's  kingdom 
admit  of  an  easy  aqd  clear  illustration.  Thepr 
are  strongly  marked  in  the  prophetic  writings  > 
in  the  declirntions  and  conduct  of  Jesus  and  the 
mitnstrationsof  the  apostles,  by  whom  Its  influ- 

•  encewrts  ektended.  I'hey  lead  us  to  the  origir 
nal  and  proper  idea  of  it,  as  founded  in  Irilth  ^nd 
righteousness,  haiving  its.sfeat  in  the  hearts  of 
men,   consisting  in  goodness,  gentleness,    and 

'  peace ;  arid  supported  by- its  own  intrinsic  ex- 
'  cdlenccrr^iiid  the  powerful  iattestations  which 


jpifove  ]ii»4t  '*  it  is  of  the  Father:" " 


r    r*   ^  '  But 
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But  though  qhristianity  be  a  system  purely 
jmoral  and  religious— though  it  be  uot  markej^ 
with  the  charactei:s  of  human  poHcy,  nor  de- 
pendent >on  it;  we  are  not  t6  conchide  that  it 
bears  no  relation  to  civil  government,  or  is  an- 
concerned  inl  the  laws  by  which' it  is  regulated. 
This  would  be  a  conclusion,  rash,  unwarranted, 
and  dangerous.  It  would  at  once  remove  the 
strongest  barrier,  which  ever  hath  been,  or  ever 
can  be,  opppsed  to  the  passions  of  men. 

.  We  shall,  therefore,  enquire  how  far,  and  in 
what  manner  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is,  or  ought 
to  be  connected  with  the  kingdoms  of  the  world ; 
or  in  other  words,  how  far,  apd  in  what  manner 
religion  and  politics  are  related. 

In  this  enquiry,  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  is  to  be 
considi^red  as  a  syst^i  of  pure  and  universal 
morality,  enforced  from  religious  considerations. 
'  That  this  system  hath  man  as  its  object,  and  in 
all  its  parts,  tends  to  his  improvement  and  hap- 
pitaess,  will  not  be  denied  in  this  place.  We 
may  add  too,  that  it  respects  him  in  every^ rela- 
tion in  which  he  mey  be  placed,  as  this  is  neces- 
sarily implied  in  the  idea  of  universal  morality. 

This  morality,  which  is  the  great  object  of 
religion,  and  ought  to  be  the  basis  of  all  govern- 
ment, is  in  itself  unchangeable ;  and,  under 
whatever  form  it  hath  been  exhibited,  or  motives 
enforced,  in  the  different  stages  of  civiliiiation,, 
is  intrinsically  the  same.    * 

.    ShoiiJJ 


8  APPENjDIX. 

Should  this  remark  be  thought  to  require  any 
illustration,  revelation  amply  supplies  it.     We 
can  hardly  conceive  of  9^ny  systems  mofe  widc^ly 
dii£^rent,   in  many  particulars,   than  the  two 
-  which  form  its  principal  contents.     The  one  is 
calculated  for  a  particular  Jieople,  proposes  to 
keep  them  distinct  from  all  the  nations  of  the 
earthy  is  loaded  with  rites  and  ceremonies,  and 
confiues  its  prospects  to  the  present  life.    The 
other  presents  itself  to  all  mankind,  proposes  to 
abolish  distinctions  in  respect  to  religious  privi- 
leges, and  unite  the  whole  in  one  great  famiiy ;. 
is  divested  of  the  artificial  aid  of  ritttal  observ-> 
ance,   and  brings*  forward  all  the  treasures  of 
inuQdortalil^  to  enrich  its  votaries,  and  its  horrors 
to  appal  the  spirit  of  iniquity.     Yet  with  all  this 
difference  of  circumstance  and  motive,  the  mo-» 
rality  of  both  is  exactly  the  sanoe.     <*  Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with  all  iby  hearty 
With  all  thy  soul,  with  all  thy  strength,  and  with 
all  thy  mind^  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 

As  these  general  preceptscamprebendthesum 
of  human  duty,  they  ^xpres5(  the  principles  by 
which  it  should  be  regulated,  and  are  the  great 
objects  of  both  systems.    . 

In  the  latter  of  tlicse  precepts,  it  is  taken  for 
granted,  that  men  are  uniformly  endi^d  with  the 
principle  of  self-love,  in  a  degree  suificient  to 
impel  them  to  the  pursuit  of  .happiness.  And 
as  this  principle  is  the  standard,  by  which  tlie 

love 
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love  of  others  is  to  be.regulated^  the  least  which 
can  be  inferred  is^  that  those,  who  ackiiow*^ 
ledge  the  authority  of  the  precepts^  should  v 
far  cherish  the  benevolent  affections,  as  is  ne- 
cessary to  engage  them  in  promoting  and  secur- 
ing Uie  happiness  of  others*  With  this  inference 
the  descriptions  of  the  love  enjoined  in'  the 
gospel,  and  the  effects  which  it  ought  to  pro* 
duce,  are  perfectly  conformable.  It  restrains 
fr6m  injury,  disdains  the  narrow  limits  of  reli- 
gious or  political  associations  and  rises  sbpetior 
to  enmity  and  nsult.  *<  *  Love  worketh  no  illto 
his  neighbour;  suffereth  long  and  is  kind ;  envietk 
not ;  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  iti  ^ 
the, truth/'  Nor  are  the  claims  of  Christianity 
satisfied  by  that  indolent  complacedCy  which 
expresseth  itself,  only  in  unavailing  wishes  of 
prosperity,  or  fair  professions  of  good- will. 'The 
love  Which  it  enjoins  must  press  forward  into 
action;  set  opposition  and  dangers  at  defiance ; 
and,  if  the  public  good  requires,  bravely  en* 
counter  death  itself.  ''  f  Let  us  not  love  in 
word,  nor  in  tongue,  saith  the  apostle,  but  in 
deed  and  in  truth."  "  J  To  do  good,  and  to 
comrauntcate,  forget  not;  for  with  such  Sacri- 
fices God  is  well  pleased.''  And  saith  Jesus, 
*'  This  is  my  commandment^  that  ye  love  one 
another,   even  as  I  have  loved  you."    '*  Love 

b  your 

«  Rom.  13^  10.    I  Cor.  13.  4,  6.  f  1  Johfii  S,  20. 

5  Heb.  13,  16. 
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yxmr  enemies,  bless  them  ifvho  corse  you,  4e 
good  io  tbem  who  hate  you,  and  prajr  for  them 
Who  despifctfiiBy  use  you:** 

f  rem  tikeae  esqpcessiem  we /perceive  that,  at 
-aefanakTamty  menlcates  the  g<eBermig  aJiSKctions^ 
ihe  happmess  of  ^mati  is  the  jgreat  end  which  i^ 
ygpaacs^,  ta  which  it  directB  bis  activity,  and  to 
4he  promotion^  whi^  it  lends  its  sokmn  sane* 
-tieas.  And  the  more  any  relation  ia  life  af- 
-fects'tiiishappineas^  fkemore  important  it  be- 
<€iomta9  and  the  more  Hnmedi^  ^Jbifeat  qI  jeU- 
igioos  inspection  and  teligtoos  iaflueoce. 


Among  these  relations,  varioiis  and  interest- 
ing as  they  aie,  that  which  binds  an  individual 
'  to  the  state  of  which  he  is  a  member^  is  the  most 
in^oiiUnt    In  it  the  infl.uenceof  one  ipay  oc- 
cupy a  wide  extended  .clrcnit,  and  mMc^riaUy  af- 
fect the  security  and  happiness  of  ips^ny.    N^y  j 
the  instanaes  are  not  infrequent  of  kiqgdoms.res- 
coed  Irom  the  very  brink  of  destruction,  by  the 
wvdom  or.pro  wess  of  an  individual ;  while  on  the 
.#ther.hand,  we  bav^seen  empires  hurled  from 
tlie summit  of  prosperity  into  the  gnlph  of  con- 
fusiony  and  rail -their  proud  trophies  buried  in  ru* 
ins,  at  the  feet  of  ode  ambitious  mortal.    On  it. 
the  duties  of  subordinate  relations  depend  for 
.  protection,  and,  from^  their  tendency  to  raise  men 
to  the  exalted  character  of  citizens,  much  of 
their  imj^ortance  i$  derived.     This  too  must 

ever 


■ 

ever  vary  ^vHdfi  thi^  extent  of  ^ttMe^  ets  diifies 
and  rankft  multiply  in  proportioti  to  it^  ittcreasei- 

However  ali  tbks  vanety  df  nmkift  coiflpreiMft« 
ded  in  the  generi^l  division  of  men  into  m^pB^ 
trate  and  sub^ic^.  the^former  of  wtiom  i)»€iitrnik 
t^d  with  tbe;  eaceeuliott  of  laws,  whtob  the  Jattop 
have  sanctioned  .w)th«  their  appvohaiion,  :anjd  M 
-wiiich.they  are  ameirafaie^    The  k«a  nrkiofa  oeflM 

pect  this  arran^^ement,  and^nvadctlieiteiprocai^ 
duties,  of  which  it  lays  the  foundation, .  have^seU 
ceivedthe  name  of  politics,  and  constitute  a  inpst 
rnterestrbg  branctit  of  morality,  considered  as  a 
science.  :  .     *       » 


If 


la  the  firrt  stages  of  society^,  atod  in<  suall 
atateis,  subordinate  distinctions  are  fttr.  Hehc^i 
iheir  internal  politics  are  simple,  and  compyised 
in  small  bounds.  A  moderate  share  of  pnMleb(sf6 
and  sagacity,  connected  with  personal  conrs^e^ 
a  sense, of  justice,  and  patience., of  hardship^  are 
sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  counsel  or  wan 
to  ordinary  circumstances,  old  age,  which  is  the 
I'epository  of  knowledge,  and  in  which  experi* 
enc6  hath  rescued  the  understanding  from  the 
inflMence  of  the  iQore  turbiiileut  passions,  holds 
the  seat  of  executive  justice ;  and  wheia  externi^ 
dangers  jtfareate^,  or  counsels  of  war  prevail,  \m^^ 
M^hose  bravery  and  patience  have  been  formerly 
proved  is  called  forth  to  comnaahd,  and  the  niost 
ipiplicit  respect  is  paid  to  his  authority.    But  as 

.b  2  soon 


♦    I 
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50Qii ^8 the cMse.fqr  w.bickhe.ie pr<>mQted cea- 
ses to  operate>  his  authority  empires,-  aad  .he* 
sinks,  as  before,  to  a  level  with  his  brethren. 
However,  if  his  exertions  are  crowned  with  siic- 
aes9»  bis  tribe, is  emboldened,  new.enterpri^cii/ 
are  undertaken,  and  bis  appointment  is  renew* 
ed;  the:f<iiiie  of  his  <  prowess-  spreads  around, 
bis  alliance,  is. ocKurted,  and  fear  induces  a  sab* 
miastonio  bis  arms.  Yet,  still  his  authority  ex* 
piras  wilb  tbe^  enter  prize  for  which  it  was  givea 

bim* 

* 
Bat  though  his  authority  is  short  lived,  the 

effects  of  it  are  often  permanent.  The  nations 
whom  his  arms  have  subdued,  or  virtues  conci- 
liatedy  unite  in  one  common  interest,  and  be- 
come objects  of  jealousy  or  fear  to  all  their 
ln^ghboui:s.  Hence  combinations  are  formed 
jto.  check  their  growing  power,  and  balance  their 
influence; 

Tlius  states  proceed  from  small  to  great ;  and 
in  this  process,  the  face  of  things  takes  a  new 
aspect  and  complexion.     As  population  increa* 
ses,  the  necessaries  of  life  come  Into  greater  de- 
mand.    And,  as  tbe  resources  of  nature  fail,  af- 
ter many  struggles,  art  is  called  in  to  her  assis- 
tance.    Hence  originates  private  property ;  and 
the  variety  of  success  which  attends  the  efforts 
of  individuals,  in  time/  lays  the  foundation  of  a 
permanent  distinction  in  ranks.     He  who  is  in- 
dolent 
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dolcnt  or  unsuccessful,  must  submit  to  him  whose 
labours  have  produced  more  than  his  wantsr  re-* 
qiiire:  And  dependence  for  bread  gives  an  influ* 
ence;  which  is  often  lasting,  and  generally  Stf* 
creases,  as  superiority  m  wealth  prevails. 


t, . ,  t 


.  This  inequali^  Bupplies  new  matter  to^cxcitO' 
aiid  employ  tbecUssooialpassiaas^  Pridedesiandfi 
bumiliatmgexpn&ssiotil&of  thedepeadfBceivliidi 
SMalth  bath  created;  amlMtiou  aipiees  to  aa  ia** . 
crease  of  power  s^  wliilst  poverty,  g^UedJufiifuuIt 
and  oppression^  complains,  that  power  is  over- 
Stretched ;  becomes  clamorous  and  turbulent, 
aud  labours  to  throw  offthe  painfulyolie.   Hence 
endless  discord  is  introduced,  and,  in' its  e^^^ct^, 
^  plainly  demonstrates,  that  something  more  sta*-'. 
ijrle  and  just,  than  the  capriciouswilldfati^  inte- 
rested individual,  is  necessary  to  ascertain  ttife 
'  rights,  regulate  the  interests,  and  secure  the  fafip-^ 
jiiLiess  of  men  iinitecl  in  society.  ' 

• 

The  conviction  of  this  gives  a  new  turn  to  hu^  * 
man  affairs.  Laws  are  establrehed  as  standards 
of  right ;  and  one>  or  a  few^  ane  deputed;  t<»giv<o 
them  activity,  and  regulate  their. eKecutiou. 
Hence,  as  government  stands  oa  fixed  pr^iuci- 
ples,  it  takes  a  regular  form ;  and  this  form  is 
originally  modelled  by  the  prevailing  taste  or 
circumstances  of  the  state. 

It  appesCrs,  in  general,  th^t  states  delegated 
but  a  small  part  of  their  power  at  first.    A  jea- 

lousy 
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lousy  of  their  rights  induced  them  to  reserve; 
matters  of  oatipnal  concern  for  national  debate. 
Accordingly  in  new-born  states,  war  and  peaci^ 
were  never  determined  but  in  the  public  assem- 
biy  of  the  people.  But  as  population  increased, 
and  territories  were  enlarged,  such  assemblies 
te:OTia  inednventent,.  and  somsltmes  impdssi- 
Ue,  CTdn  od  the  most  impo=Ptattt  oDcasi<>tis» 
HeBice>'  more  extensive  delegatiqns  were  ^op^^ 
ted  >  and  Ibe*  m^st  valoaUe  iMdnsts,  and  soleom 
dQlibera!tk>bs^'  were  intrusted  to  a  few. 


,  • 


These  d^egations^  hoiverer  well  adapted  to 
the  pprposts  for  whict^  they  were  made,  seem  to 
have beeqi,  e?rly  perverted.  Power  is  always  in- 
toxicating.; and  whatever  the  sources  or  means 
of  power  m^y  be,  ai»bition  will  endeavour  ^o 
piorpetBate  ^nd  increase  it.  In  these  struggles 
for  pre-eminence  the  more  knowing  or  powerful 
prevail ;  success  secures  friends ;  and  authority 
is  erected  on  the  basis  of  cprruption.  Som^* 
til^e^  iMteed,  the  very  fear  of  tyranny  creates 
tyrants  i  aiid  tiie  apprehension  6f  slavery  gitas 
birth  to  despotism.  In  the  hardy  stifu^Ies 
whteb  men  make  fbr  liberty^  some  favourite  pa- 
tron iis  called  in,  by  wliose  generous  efforts  the 
dreaded  evils  are  averted  for  a  season.  Qn  such 
eceasidns  the  overflowings  of  gratitude  despise 
all  bounds.  An  infatualed  people  throw  them- 
selves into  the  arms  of  a  deliverer,  as  if  he  rose 
superior  tp  human  ihfirmities.    But  alas  1  expe- 

riepte 


rlence  soon  proves  the  contrary.  He,  in  Com, 
is  Intoxicated  ^ith  ponFor^  he  considers  unlimi- 
t^  submission  a^  Marcely  adequat-e  40  his  past 
services ;  and  popular  confidence '  ]«lis  suspioioa 
asleep*  't)ll  he  rirets  the  chains  of  slavery  too 
fast  to  «be  broken  without  violence  and  convitl^ 
liion.  In  this  case,  resistance  is  branded  wkil 
the  name  of  -rebeUion  ;  and  the  corof^eKion  of 
rebellion  darkened  with  the  charge  of  ili^^ati- 
tude. 

But  in  whatever  manner  these  changes  are 
introduced,  and  power  centered  in  individuals, 
the  event  is  the  same.  All  governments  tend 
to  despotism  \  and  by  degrees,  more  w  less  ra« 

pid,  terminate  in  it. 

■ 

FromalUhesecircnmstaBces,  lajben togtlh^r^ 
Wft  flee,  itbat  the  desire  4>f  security  Mid  peftce 
gave  birth  to  civil  societies ;  and  ^Uiat  aH  4Jie  re* 
volutions,  in  the  mode  of  governing  them,  have 
Arisen  from  it.  Wie  see  too,  that  all  civil  autho- 
^rity  is  originally  derived  from  the  people;  that 
"BO  individual  hath  any  right  to  govern  but  wlia£ 
ihey  bestow ;  and»  of  consequence^  that  their 
protection,  safety,  and  happiness  are,  or  ought 
to  be 9  the  great  ends  of  government;  and  the 
supreme  law  to  which  .all  others  should  be  sub«. 
ordinate* 
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Tbis^  cIoc&iDc,  however  ungrateful  to  ambi- 
tion, will  ever  be  supported  by  reason  and  hu- 
Inanity.  The  spirit  of  despotism  i^ay  counter-^ 
9Ct,  but  cannot  invalidate,  or  disprove  it.  In- 
deed it  carries  its  evidence  in  its  own  bosopa; 
and  in  its  certainty,  brings  us  to  an  irnportant 
point  in  the  presekit  inquiry.  It  shews  us  that 
the  end  of  Christianity  and  good  government  is 
thesamf^;  and  consequently,  that  in  this  im-t 
portant  particular,  religion  and  politics  are  in* 
sejierabiy  connected. 

If  this  end  be  the  happiness  of  mankind,  as 
we  have  endeavoured  to  shew,  we  are  led 
(rom  it  to  a:  conclusion  of  great,  importaocei 
We  are  obliged  to  acknowledge,  either  that  this 
happiness  may  be  attained  and  secured  by  means 
^ssentiatly  different;  or  that,  in  them  also,  the 
connexion  between  religion  and  politics  must 
he  preserved  inviolate. 

This  alternative  can  never  subject  us  to  any 
difficulty.  Experience  shews,  that  virtue  alone 
leads  to  true  happiness  :  and  religion  inculcates 
virtue,  as  the  only  mean  to  promote  and  secure 
i/,  and  the  favour  of  God,  with  whom  the  trea- 
sures of  it  remain.  In  this  view  it  ma!rks  disr 
f  inctly  the  diUies  of  every  relation,  ajid  claims 
an  authority  to  enforce  them.  It  represents 
every  individual  a?  under  the  cognizance,  and 
iUbject  to  the  controul  of  Heaven  :    And  from 

the 


'  ■* 
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the  influence  which  men  in  authority  may  have 
and  ought  to  use^  inthe  cause  of  virtue,  it  speaks 
of  magistrates,  in  particular,  as  the  ministers 
of  6od :  z.  e.  as  servants  acting  under  him  in  pro* 
moting  that  happiness  which  is  fhe  great  end  of 
his  administration.  When  they  depart  from  this 
character,  revelation  charges  them  with  guilt, 
commands  repentance^  and  points  out  the  mea-^ 
sures  by  which  the  destructive  tendencies  of  iii^ 
justice  and  oppression  may  be  corrected, 
*^  *  Thus,  saith  the  Lord  God  5  remove  violence 
and  spoils  execute  judgment  and  justice;  take 
?  way  your  exactions  from  my  people/'  **  t  Loose 
the  bands  of  wickedness ;  undo  the  heavy  bur- 
dens ;  let  the  oppressed  go  free ;  and  break  eve- 
yy  yoke/'  '*  \  Keep  mercy  and  do  judgment ; 
**  It  For  mercy  and  truth  uphold  the  king  ;  his 
throne  is  established  by  righteousness/'  It 
marks  also,  the  popular  effects  of  such  conduct, 
and  oontrasta  it  with  the  issue  of  Kcentiousaess 
and  oppression.  ^'  S  When  the  righteous  is  in 
aathorUyi  the  people  rejoice  j  but  when  the 
wiok^  beareth  rule,  th?  people  mourn." 

.  From  the  certainty  of  these  observations,  an4 
the  many  temptations  to  which  magistracy  is 
exposed,  revelation  asserts,  that  a  sense  of  re- 
ligion is  the  only  principle  on  which  theif  influ- 

c  ence 

•  Ezek  5.  P.  +  Isa.  «.  6.  \  Hos.  12.  a. 

II  Pro.  20.  25.  Iia.  16.  4.    §  Pro?.  «9.  2, 
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ence  can  be  couateracted ;  and  prescribes  it  as 
^  4tspei;isabla  quality  in  men  who  are  to  be  in- 
trusted with  civi!  power.  •*  *  Provide,  oqt  of 
«Iljtbe  people,,  able  men^  such  as  fear  God, 
men.  of  truth,  hating  coretousness  :**  *'  f  Wise 
men^.  and  understanding,  known  amon^;  your 
irih€i3r  wwl  place  such  to  be  rulers  over  you  ;'^ 
•*  For  he  that  ruleth  over  men  must  be  just»  ru- 
lipg.  in  the  fi?ar  of  God.if '• 

There  is  a  circuttistance  in  these  words, 
^hich  is  too  important  to  be  overlooked.  While 
they  strongly  mark  the  charactefrs  of  men,  who 
may  be  safely  intrusted  with  civil  authority, 
they  give  a  solemn  sanction  to  ^n  observatioa 
already  made.  They  resdtve  ail  authority  into  . 
the  appointment  of  the  pcopfe ;  and  place  the 
iugbts  of  choice  and  investiture  entirely  iir  iStem; 

But  though  this  be  the  case,  we  are  not  t» 
suppose  that  rerelafidn  places  the  peofile  iban 
the  reach  of  govefmnent  and't^Ur.  Every  iil£k 
Tidual  owe^  subjection  to  tb^  state :  atod  tboagll 
magistracy  derives  its  power  from  the  people, 
it  possesseth  also  the  sanction  of  divine  appro- 
bation. To  them,  who  rule  with  uprightness^ 
honor,  respect^  and  obedience  are  justly  doe^ 
and  strictly  injoined  by  the  word  of  Godf. 

"  *  Let 

*  Exod.  18.  21.     .    t  Deut  U  IS.         t  ^  San,  2J.  3b 
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** »  Let  erery  ^ul  be  snbject  to  |h$  higher  pow* 
ers ;  not  only  for  wrath,  but  for  coiiscience 
sak^.  Render  to  all  their  dtieSf  tribute  to  whom 
tribute  is  due,  custom  to  whom  custom,  fear  to 
whom  fear,  honor  to  whom  honor/'  «  |  Sub- 
mit yourselves  to  every  ordinance  of  inan,  for 
the  Lord's  sake ;  whether  it  be  to  the  king  as* 
supreme,  or  unto  governors,  who  are  sent  \}y 
him,  for  the  punishment  of  evil  doers,  and  the 
praise  of  them  who  do  well/* 

^  The  Jeivish  law  consigned  those  who  disobey- 
ed magistrates,  in  the  exercise  of  their  duty,  to 
^  X  imprisonment,  confiscation  of  goods,  ba- 
nishment, or  death,''  ^according  to  the  natDre 
of  tlieir  crimes :  and  Christianity  carries, its  ven- 
geance still  farther  ^  and  declares  '^  ||  that  th^ 
Lord  kupweth  how  to  reserve  the  unjust  to  tKd 
day  of  JudgQoents  but  chiefy  those  who  despise 
govesrnmeat,  and  speak.evil  of  dignities/'  Still, 
hpwover»  reUgion  admits,  that  disobedience  is 
criminal,  M^wheo  tl^e  power  of  the  magistrate 
is  e^c^roised  *^  for  the  punishment  of  evil  doers^ 
end  the  ptai$e  qf  ihem  who  do  well  *^  When  this 
order  i^jkiverte^  mi^gistrjeicy  violates  the  prin- 
ciple jupon  which  it  was  established  3  every 
claim  to  respect  and  obedience  is  cancelled ; 
and  resistance  becomes,  not  only  lawful,  but 

c  9  necesf  ary 

:•  %qaL  13,  J.  5. 7.    t  1  P«i'  2,  IS.    X  TEa^-  7.  ?<3.. 
II  2  pet.  9.  10, 
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necessary  and  honourable.  Ob  this  principle 
the  midwives  of  Egypt  have  immortalized  their 
names  ^  the  army  of  Saul  will  be  mentioned  for 
ever,  in. terms  peculiarly  honorable ;  and  the 
name  of  Daniel  will  be  remembered  with  reve- 
rence, as  long  as  sua  and  moon  endure. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  kingdom  of  Christ 
claims  a  strict  connexion  with  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world. ,  It  challengeth  authority  over  them^ 
marks  distinctly,  (he  duties  of  every  station ; 
•nd  iDjdins  the  performance  of  them  by  its  so^ 
leinn  sapction^. 

Should  it  be  asked,  *^  How  far  doth  this  con- 
flexion  fxtend  ?**  what  hath  been  offered  ^n  this 
^  subject,  will  help  us  to  a  ready  answer.  It  ex- 
teyid^  to  jsyery  measure  which  can  affect  the 
person^,  reputations,  properties,  or  enjoyments 
p{  men*  Vhateyer,  therefore,  is  unfriendly  to 
juiman  happiness  or  imprqvement,  tends  at 
pnce  to  defeat  the  end  of  the  Go^spel,  and  of 
^qqd  government:  And  the  neglect  or  abase 
of  t^e  powers  and  meanis  by  which  these  may 
be  piromoted,  argues  a  want  of  that  spirit,'  wl^ch 
4he  former  was  intended  to  inspire,  and  the  latter 
must  cherish  for  its  own  Support. 


• .  I 


The  only  circumstance,  relative  to  govern- 
ment, over  which  reliction  does  not  claim  con- 
troul,  is  the  form  under  which  it  may  be  adnri- 
nister^. .  It  Ie9ves  this  as  matter  of  perfect  in- 
difference; 
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difference,  and^  provided  tfie  end  of  govern^ 
ment  is  accomplisbedj  it  allows  the  taste  <ind 
circumstances  of  states  to  determine,  wbef^r 
their  executive  powers  shall  continue  in  tlie 
body  at  large,  be  intrusted  to  a  few,  or  resigned 
entirely  into  the  hands  of  an  individuaL 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  it  remains  to  in- 
quiry in  what  manner  religion  and  politics  are 
connected.  However  obvious, the  answer  to' 
this  inquiry  may  appear,  from  what  hath  been 
already  offered*  it  seems  to  have  been  almost 
universally  mistaken.  Though  men  have  seldom 
denied  the  reality  of  this  connexion^  yet  they 
'  have  arranged  the  parties  connppted  in  an  order 
which  reason  and  the  nature  of  things  disclaim* 
and  religion  must  ever  abhor.  Though  politics  is 
only  a  part  of  morality;  and  though /ellgion 
comprehends  the  whole,  and  gives  it  energy  by 
faer  solemn  sanctions,  yet  the  part  assigned  to  re- 
ligion is  subordinate  to  policy,  and  the  depend* 
ence  to  which  she  hath  been  reduced,  truly 
'  humiliating.  She  bath  been  shsipkled  by  forms 
of  human  device,  as  if  tlie  parent  of  liapptne^s 
was  in  danger  of  destroying  her  favourite  issue; 
bedizened  with  ceremonies,  as  if  such  tandry 
ornaments  conld  add  to*  her  native  beauty; 
fortified  by  penal  statutes,  and  gufu-dp^  by  gi|>- 
bets,  racks^  and  flames,  as  if  the  solid  argu- 
ments, on  which  she  rests  her  claims,  and  the 

power 
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power  of  GtjdiWtfhe  only  power  whk*  die  «c* 
kncrwledges— wiefe  tiot  sufficient  to  protect  and 
support  her. 

Tbe  tetttctm  lof  this  ArhmgfimtjU  have  ikilly 
proved  that  it  is  not  wore  iaipioiiA)  than  it  b 
absurd.    Impious  it  is^  because  God  alone  is  the 
light  of  the  uuderstandtng,   and  1j>m1  of  con- 
science:  And  it  must  he  absurd^  as  opinion  is 
independent,-  even  of   bitn  ^l)o  holds  it.     It 
owns  no  influetice  but  that  of  evidence;   ajud 
as  this  may  rary,  it  'WlH  continaally  change. 
It  is  even  worse  than  absurd.     It  hath  sacrificed 
religion  to  appearances^^realitiiss  to  a^gbadow-^ 
'by  diverting  the  attention  of  mankind  from  thfe 
'  important  matters  of  tbe  taw,  with  which  thekr 
interests,  improvement^  and  baf^iness,  are  in- 
separably connected ;  and  instead  of  that  mihi 
and  gentle  spirit,  which  proctaiois  giad  tidmg9> 
and  diflfuses  peace  and  joy  among  men,  it  batli 
substituted  a  daemon  wliich  sounds  the  truinp 
of  war,  spreads  ha vock  and  desolation  ^through 
the  worldj   and  deluges  the  earth  with  bfunan 
blood. 

The  •same  presumption  which  hath  degradeyd 
retigion  to  a  slave,  and  armed  her  with  terrors 
and  death,  hath  attempted  to  subject  the  Deity 
to  ftuTTKin  policy,  and  reader  his  poM^er  sub- 
sernent  to  the  passions  of  ra^n.  Examples  of 
this  are  scarcely  noticed  in  the  history  of  the 

heathen 


^x* 


is 


heathen  world.  From  the  extraction  and  cha« 
racter  of  their  gods  they  seem  perfectly  natural; 
When  we  reflect  that  Mercury  was  a  thief^ 
and  Venus  a  prostitute,  we  cannot  be  surprised 
that  the  one  should  be  inroked  in  schemes  of 
theift  and  rapine,  and  the  other  of  debauchery. 
And  when  we  consider  Jupiter  as  tlie  usurper 
of  his  father's  throne,  and  tyrant  of  Heaven^ 
we  are  prepared  to  see  tyrants  bow  the  knee 
before  him,  and  regale  his  priests  witli  smoking 
victims^  whilst  states  invoke  his  patronage  in 
aid  Qf  violence  and  oppression.  Here  religiont 
is.  the  natural  parent  of  corruption^  and  the 
^grossest  enormities  tftke  shelter  under  the  ex*- 
ample  qi  the  gods* 

Thotigh  the  character  of  the  tru*  Cod  is 
widely  different  from  those  of  the  heathen  world, 

4 

yet  we  find  the  same  attempts,  which  we  hare 
ihentioned,  made  to  interest  hrm  in  the  cause  of 
iniquity.  When  states  have  adopted  s;chemes  of 
conquest,  whether  from  ayarice,  ambition,  or  re- 
venge,, religion  is  strained  hard  to  justify  their 
execution ;  its  nlinisters  are  made  Che  echoes  of 
political  mandates ;  and  Heaven's  lofty  ai  ctt  re- 
sounds with  loud  invocations  fo  God,  that  he 
would  divest  himself  of  his  excellence,  accom- 
modate his  win  to  the  passions  of  rrien,  and 
bless  their  attempts  to  undo  his  creation,  and 
defeat  tlie  designs  of  his  gracious  providence; 

Whoever 
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Whoever  thinks  seriously, , fop  o^ig^  moment, 
will  perceive  that,  as  this  is  aa  office  abborreot 
jftom  the  uatnre  of  God,  it  \$  also  founded  uppn 
a  station  to  which  he  rises  far  superior*  As.  he 
Jeans  not  on  the  feeble  aulhoritjr^  it^e  will  not 
stoop  to  heicome  the  pliant  tool  of  human  po« 
licy>  or  abject  slave  to  passions  which  he  im- 
planted al^  first,  for  wise  and  good  purposes, 
and  hath  an  absolute  right  to  controul  and  re- 


€f 


ulate. 


From  these  things  we  may  conclude,  that 
religion  is  not  connected  with  politics,  as  an 
ctjual,  much  less  us  a  dependent.  Every  argu- 
ment which  proves  that  God  bath  a  right  to 
govern  the  world;  and  that  revelation  comes 
from  God  >  proves  also,  that  the  principles  of 
revelation  should  regulate  the  counsels  and  de« 
signs  of  men  i  and  that  liuman  laws  can  never 
justify  measuresj  which  those  of  God  condemn. 

« 

This  principle  is  urged  with  remarkable 
strictness  under  the  Jewish  dispensation.  On 
all  important  occasions  recourse  was  had  to  the 
law,  before  any  important  decision  in  public 
affairs  was  made  3  and,  lest'  magistrates  should 
err  in  their  duty,  they  are  injoined  to  have  a 
copy  of  the  law  for  their  private  perusal,  and 
,to  devote  a  part  of  every  day  to  the  study  of 
it, .   "  *  When  thou  art  come  unto  the  land, 

which 

.     "  ♦  Deut.  17,  U,  15,  IS,  19. 


APPENDIX.        '  25 

wfik^h'thelLord  thyXSoil  giveththee,  anil  slialt 

^)Ossess  It,  and  shalt  dwell  therein,   and  shalt 

say,  t  Wifl  set  a  king  over  me,  like  as  all  the 

'fiations  which  are  about  me:  Thou  shalt,  in 

*any  wise,    set  him  Ttihg  over  thee,  whom  the 

*Lord  thv  God  shall  chuse.     And  it  sha^l  be 

•whehhesitteth  upon  the  throne  of  his  kingdom, 

that  he  shaft  write  him  a  copy  of  this  law  in  a 

*bo(jk,  oiit  of  that  which  is  before  the  priests 

the  Levites :  And  it  shall  be  with  him,  and  he 

shall  read  therein  all  the  days  of  bis  life;  that 

he  may  learu  to  fear  the  Lord  his  God,  to  keap 

all  the  words  of  this  law,  and  these  statutes  lA 

Jo  them." 

'  The  same  principle  is  laid  down  for  the  dif 
Section  of  subordinate  rulers,  witli  this  addir 
tiohal  circumstance,  **  *  that  in  matters  of  dif- 
'ticulty,  they  shoul(l  have  recourse  to  the  priests, 
whose  oflice  it  was  to  expound  the  law,  and 
fhat  the  sentence  pronounced  by  them  should 
be  fin  ah 

The  conduct  of  Israel,  for  tiiany  ag^s,  was 
generally  conformable  with  this  precept;  and 
on  'great  political  emergencies,  the  circum- 
stauCes  of  which  came  not  immediately  ^under 
tb^  notice  of  the  law,  the  priests  or  the  pro- 
phets were  consulted,  and  their  voices  Implicitly 
obeyed. 

d  If 

^Dcut.  17,  8,  13. 
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If  the  politics  of  the  Jews  were  thus  sufr* 
jected  to  the  morality  of  their  religion ;  does  it 
not  evidently  follow  that  the  same  morality^ 
tinder  the  gospel  dispensation^  should  regulate, 
with  commanding  influence,  the  politics  of 
states  professing  Christianity  ?  This  conclusiqa 
fs  so  just  and  obvious,  that  it  cannot  be  denied^ 
and  I  am  convinced  it  will  be  adopted  in  this 
assembly,  with  that  candor  and  cordiality^  whicii 
its  importance  justly  claims^ 

In  the  strength  af  this  contictron,  permit  me 
to  subjoin  a  few  plain  inferences  from  what 
hath  been  discoursed  oti  this  subject.  And  1st. 
As  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  not  of  this  worfd 
•—As  it  did  iM)t  originate  from  worldly  policy  > 
doth  not  flatter  the  passions  or  prejudices  of 
men  ^  disclaims  the  aid  of  violence  and  oppres- 
sion ;  and  arrogates  to  itself  no  authority  but 
vrlrat  truth  and  rightcDusness  should  possess 
over  the  minds  and  conduct  of  men :  we  mav 
infer  that  every  attempt  to  infTueiK^e  belief,  or 
regulate  modes  of  worship  among  men,  by- 
human  policy  or  power,  ss»  inconsistent  with  i(» 
spirit.  It  is  a  kingdom  purely  moral  and  Fe* 
ligious;  morality  and  religion  are  pe^son^}.; 
and  the  religious  belief  of  every  rndlvidual  must 
Jepend  upon  the  light  in  which  relrgioa^suJkyect» 
are  presented  to  his  understanding. 

2dly,  As  Christianity  proposes  the  happiness* 
of  mankind  as  its  end^  prohibits  the  violation 

of 
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of  fiis  person,  ^  character,    property,   and  de- 
nofinces  its  judgments  against  those  who  coun« 
teract  it:  we  may  infer  that  every  act  of  per- 
fidy, oppression,  cruelty,  and  injustice  is  highly 
offensive  to  that  merciful  and  righteous  God, 
from  whom  it  derives  its  solemn  sanction.     If 
this  inference  foe  ji|st,    in  respect   to   mdivl- 
duals  who  fill  the  private  walks  of  life;  it  can-* 
not  be  less  so,  in  regard  to  those,  who,  from 
more  elevated  stations  extend  their  influence 
through  a  wider  circle ;  or  states^  the  ejOfects  of 
whose  rapacity  and  ambition,  are  stiU  more 
dreadfully  destructive.     As  Jesus  came  to  sub- 
due the  passions  of  men,  direct  them  into  pro- 
per channels,  and  regulate  their  influence,  all 
offensive  wars,    for  wealth,    empire,    fame,  or 
even  religion  itself,  are  evidently   incoosi^^tent 
with  his  character  and  dominion.     We"  can  ne- 
vev  suppose  that  he  would  forbid  the  poor  man 
to  purloin  a  morsc;l  of  bread,  or  lift  his  hand 
Against  his  neighbour,    under  pain  of  damna- 
tion, and  yet,  suffer  the  great  to  plunder  and 
destroy  with  impunity;  or  states  to  deluge  the 
earth  with  blood.     The  thought  is  too  big  with 
absurdity  to  find  reception,  for  a  moment^  in 
an  enlightened  mind. 

To  us,  my  revd.  fathers  and  brethren,  who 
bold  the  charaoter  of  ministers,  under  the  mes* 
siah's  kingdom,  what  hath  been  offered  upon 
this  subject,   applies  with  more  than  common 

d  2  force. 
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force.  We  have  undertalj^a  the  di^pfqnsaUoti 
of  a  trust,  the  most  importaot  wb^ch  can  be. 
committed  to  mortals — A  trust,  oq  the  dis- 
charge of  which,  it  is  universally  ackpo.wledg- 
cd,  the  improvement  and  virtue  of  multitudes  « 
dispend.  Nor  do  the  duties  of  p«r  office  affect 
men  as  individuals  only.  From  the  qon^exioja 
of  religion  wi,th  politics,  and  the  authority  whichi 
she  claims  over  tl;ie  kingdoms  of  the  world,  we 
derive  ^  political  character  highly  innportant, 
and  become  the  dispensers  of  tha^  knowledge 
which  mifolds  and  ou^ht  to^  regulate  th^ir  po* 
liticiil  interests  3  and  patrons  of  that  virtue  which 
alone  can  secure  thein.  While,  therefore,  we 
ppint  the  w^y  to  I  leaven  in  our  religious  ciii^- 
racier,  let  us  not  forget  the  duties  of  the  other; 
or  the  additional  weight  which  love  of  countrjf 
may  give  to  the  distant  iprospects  of  fu^urityv 
Let  us  consider  that  while  trye  patriotismi  sta^nds 
on  virtue  as  its  base,  it  res^rs  its  head,  above  the 
regions  of  mortality,  and  claims  an,  interest  in 
that  eternal  wofld  where  tryth  stucj  ri|f|jteous- 
nes?  shall  reign  for  ever,  without  cQUtrouU 
And  let  us  endeavour  to  infuse  into  the  minds 
of  our  people  a  fu'l  persuasion  t^at  strict  ho* 
por,  incorruptible  integrity,  and  iuvioljibje  atr 
tachment  to  truth  and  righteousness,  are  ab- 
lately  neci?9sary  to  national  prosperity;  and 
that  without  thepi  patriotism  is  a  bubble,  and 
religion  only  aa  empi:y  naoie. 

The 


Tbs  pr^senJt  siliij^tipn  of  thii?  our  native  cwo* 
Uy  q^ffprdf  us.  but  too  njany  inelaacboJy  oppp^r 
iunities  of  introducing  and  inculcating  this  in* 
teresting  truth.     While  every  village  n;iurn^.ars 
complaints  agaipst  the  corruption  of  superiors, 
^a<i  charges  the  represeatatives  of  the  people^ 
ajid.  the  nobility  of  the  natioq>  with  corruption^ , 
venality,   aad  evil:  design,   are  not  we  called, 
upon  to  remind  them  that  their  own  meanQess^ 
venality,  aivl  corruption  are  the  sources  of  aJi  ? 
Do  not  the  representatives  derive  their  powers 
from  the  vqLc^  of  the  people?   And  doth  no^. 
the  people— -that  very  people  which  complains  • 
,  so  loudly — pirostitute  its  voice  for  a  smile^r^a 
promise-^nay,  a  night's  debauch  ?  IC  pur  duty 
binds   us  to  reprove  and  exhort,    surely  h^r?, 
reproof  and  exhortation  are  loudly  called  for; 
and  by  administering  them,  in  due  season,  we 
wouli^  check  corruption  at  its  sources,  g,nd  be- 
coipe  the  guai;dians  of  that  liberty  which  is  the 
p9irei;vt  of  national  prosperity,    s^nd  source  of 

every  earthly  blessing. 

« 

Further,  we  ought  particularly  to  cherish  and 
diffuse  that  liberal  spirit  in  r^igion,  which  * 
v^ews  the  lledeen^er  a3  so^e  Lafd  ^n  his  own 
kingdom ;  and  all  christians  as  his  subjects,  and 
accountable  /o  kirn  attmc  in  reiigfons  matters. 
We  should  endeavour' to  banish  ttiat  blind  and  ' 
tyrannic  daemon  which  can  see  no  worth,  but 
in  the  name  of  party,  and  under  the  claim  of 

liberty. 
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libertj,  is  busied  only  in  the  forgery  of  chains. 
We  have  much  reason  to  rejoice  and  be  t^ank- 
foly  that  the  influence  of  this  daemon  hath  long 
t>een  declining  in  our  country.  That  it  may 
60on  be  annihilated  for  ever  is  an  event  devoutly 
to  be  wished !  We  have  lately  seen  toleration 
extend  her  soothing  arms»  and  offer  an  embrace 
unknown  before.  Let  us  rejoice  in  the  pros-  ^ 
pects  which  this  opens  before  us;  and  let  us 
join  our  helping  hand  to  extend  them  wider 
still.  Since  policy  hath  so  far  foregone  her 
claims  over  religion,  let  us  endeavour  ta  raise 
the  kingdom  of  Christ  to  its  proper  dignity, 
and  reduce  its  connexion  with  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world,  to  those  principles  by  which  it  ought 
to  be  regulated  for  ever.* 

*  I  hare  mentioned  in  the  preface,  that  this  sermon  was 
preached  before  the  general  synod  of  UUier,  in  June,  173 1» 
and  that  I  thought  myself  warranied  in  saying,  from  the  ap- 
probation with  which  it  was  honored,  that  4he  seniimenu 
expressed  in  it,  then  were  the  sentiments  of  that  reverend 
^assembly.  That  they  continued  to  be  so,  for  many  yean,  ia 
undeniable,  from  their  **  address  to  majesty''  in  1792,  and 
«(  declaration"  in  1793.  That  they  still  are,  and  ever  witt 
be  their  sentiuients,  •!  mort  earnestly  wish,  and  fondly  hope. 

Extracts  of  the  before- mentioned  address  and  declaration^ 
I  shall  insert,  or  sabjoin,  ontess  the  refusal  of  accen  to,  or 
•xtracts  irom,  the  synod's  records,  sh^l  be  naciiooed  by 
that  liberal  budy^  and  persisted  in. 
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Luke  2.  H.    **  Glory  to  God  in  the  Ugliett,  and  m  earth 
peacC'^good'WiU  towards  men,^' 


T 


HE  appearance  of  Christ  is  truly  worthy 
of  attention^  admiration^  and  joy,  in  all  its  cir^- 
cumstances.  The  early  period  at  which  it  was 
foretold,  the  variety  and  precision*  of  the  pro* 
phecies  concerning  it^  the  earnestness  with 
which  it  was  expected^  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  blessings  which  it  was  to  diffuse,  and 
the  astonishing  manner  in  which  it  was  aik^ 
nounced,  are  equally  remarkable* 

■  * 

The  earnestness  with  which  he  was  expected, 
may  be  easily  accounted  for,  from  the  glories 
in  which  prophecy  bad  delineated  his  kingdom^ 
as  to  extent,  duration,  and  supremacy  5  the 
revolutions  it  would  occasion,  and  the  blessings 
it  would  dispense. .  And  the  universality  of  this 
expectation  arose  from  the  successive  disper- 
sions of  the  Jewish  people  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  In  each  of  these  they  diffused  a 
knowledge  of  their  religion,   their  prophecies, 

and 
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and  tfife  events  to  whicli  they  poflfited.  And 
this  knowledge,  though  greatly  adulterated,  in 
the  impiii^e  ch^uels  ^Urou^i  which  it  flowed, 
was  preserved  by  tradition,  till  the  coining  of 
the  son  of  man— the  seed  promised  to  Abraham, 
ill  which  "  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  should 
be  blessed." — Its  traces  are  said  to  be  very  dis- 
cernible in  the  remaining  fragments  of  eastern 
intiqulty;  Ihey  abound  in  the  earliest  monu- 
ments of  Grecian  literature ;  and  from  the  same 
^urce,  some  of  the  finest  pictures  in  Rdaiah 
poetry,   seem  to  have  borrowed  their  bri^lrtest 

colOiiririg, 

« 

The  character  i«  which  Christ  wis  ex{>ected, 
equally  commands  veneration  and  lo%'e*  As  a 
codqaeror  subduing  liattot»i  bringing  ilitxxuto* 
domiaioos,  and  principalities  under  s^l)Je(iti(^ 
«iad  establishing  an  universal  empire,  be  a^^ 
pears  with  unequalled  grandeur.  Bbt  when 
we  consider  him  as  founding  this  empire  on 
the  eterhal  principles  df  justice,  ^xledrfing 
it  by  truth,  siipportirtg  it  by  righteoii^riess, 
cementing  it  by  universal  love,  and  ^ood-Svill 
umortg  men,  and  blending  with  its  very  dssfehct^;. 
the  seeds  khd  the  blessings  of  peace;  hfe  Ap- 
pears m  all  the  charms  of  native  l6velitifesS— 
the  i'lttage  <>f  divinity,  and  glory  of  mail ! 

In  thisu last  character,  he  isctomihonly  ^IVi- 
bitfe4  by  the  pro|)h^ts  ^  and  his  kingd6m  daWe- 

ated 
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aieA  9»  a  kiagddlB  of  peaecb  And  k  all&slioit 
tl^  i^  bis  birlh  i»  aniMHin^retf^  by  mgiHf,  aiT 
'f  tuthag^  of  great  r  jay,'*  wifch  eklftlMsfaiieMf 
baemping  4;he  gi^ataesb  of  ther  etreat'^'uX^beute- 
titence^i  codii^iwM  .  with' wtHOh,^  the  bMlr'^kv 
pageantry  of  earthly  princes^  with  all  the  VHti^ 
of  illumination,  the  pompous  ode  of  a  laurelled 
hfrdfng',  atid  ihii  foshiortttbfe  i^dnglratulatidna 
of  the- gayest  c^onri;,  app^kf-  itt  thd  kiimi^kry 
of  iaittHs^fio  (irhildr^fif.  Ant  ^flgef  df  dod  is  the 
tteVAld,  Wh(y  pdchrfrt!^  the  nati\flty'  tif  Sion^g 
kfn^^ttt^t  td  a  Cfawded  leV^  af  ^t^edid^^  sy- 
cophants'ih  4  sj^h^did  palHc^M^Hut  fo  a  few 
9^ph  dlM^erd^,  ill  th^  j^dds  of  Bethlehem  1 
Itidlddtth>tf  stife,  -  tftdt  «ritH  imidcetice  klori^  peace 
can  dwell.  A  liglit  sti^drhMutkU-'Etikhlen^  6t- 
pressive  of  «the  glory  of  the  Lord-*-iUui]DiQa*e9 
the  scene  ^  white  seraphs  chant  the  enraptured 
aong :  <<  Clory  to  Cod  in  the  highest ;  and  oa 
earth  peace — gpod^will  towafds  0601*^ 

What  vfett  tfce  fe^lifig^  of  the  sirtple  shep- 
h>f ds'  darlhg  f hfs  SCfcrne  of  sptdtiddut  attd  inag- 
ifificettc*^?  Fedr,  cftiriosity,  astoiiishtoint,  anrf 
joy,  Inttst  hactte  cteitHpted  theit  scAils  iil  quiet 
succ^sMonV       ' 

We  ave  toTd  indeefdi  that  fMi<  kUntd  fiOis^^ 
tbeiny  oh'  the  fi^st  appearance 'Of  ttue  *ngefy 
and  thi$^  UMiccotifAsibh  brighMiteSi  wHh^  vfltfSch 
they  were  rarPotuded.     "   They   ^^re    soyo 

e  afraid.'! 


84  AiTENniX* 

afraid.r  B lit  we  may  naturally  suppose  (hat 
Ibis  was  immediately  dispelled,  when  the  aiigel 
thus  addressed  them,  with  soothing  words* 
"Fear  not  !  ifor  ihehold,  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  oCK!great,joy).wbicli  shall  be  unto  all 
people.''  ./  : 

As  these  wqrds  would  naturally  dispel  their 
fears,  they  would  as  naturally  excite  their  curi* 
osity  to  know  the  tilings,  fraught  with  good,  not 
to  a  family  or  nation,  but  to  all  people.  And 
when  they,  were  to)d  that  it  was  the  birth  of  a 
Saviour---a  long.and  anxiously  expected  Saviour, 
— "  Who  was  Christ,  the  Lord.;",  and  heard  it 
celebrated  with  serj^ph's  song,;  astonishment 
and  joy  must  have  filled  their  hearts. 

Thottgh  these  circumstances  must  have  made  I 
the  first  and  strongest  impressions  on  the  minds 
of  the  shepherds;  yet,'  when  the  angels  depart- 
ed,   and  the    supernatural  light  disappeared, 
they  recollected  one  less  striking,  but  of  great 
importance,  concerning  which  they  wisely  de- 
termined to  be  satisfied.     When  the  angel  an- 
nounced the  birth  of  a  Saviour,  he  told  them 
that  it  had  taken  place  in  the  city  of  Dcivid  ; 
And,  as  even  this  was  not  sufficiently  explicit, 
he  added,  for  their  satisfaction :  "  This  shall 
be  a  sign  unto  you  j  \\z.  that  all  I  have  told  you* 
is  true  -"  Ye  shall  find  the  babe,  wrapped  in 
•waddling.clothes,  lying  in  a  manger/'  : 

Had 
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Had  not  some  sach  circumstance  been  pr6« 
posed  for  their  futnre^investigation,  they  might 
probably  htive*  concluded,  from  the  tumultuous 
emotions  exeited  by  the  irondrous  scehe,  and 
the  astonishment  in  which  it  left  them^.that  it 
might  be  only  a  splendid  illusion,  passing  before 
the  fancy  in  a  dream  or  trance.  But  if  the 
understanding  could  be  satisfied,  that  it  was 
real,  there  was  no  room  for  doubt  concerning 
the  rest.  They,  therefore,  resolved  to  go  im- 
mediately to  Bethlehem ;  and  as  it  appears,  to 
say  nothing  of  what  they  had  seen  aqd  heard, 
'till  they  knew  whether  a  new-born  child,  $o 
circumstanced,  could  be  found  there.  "  When 
the  angels  were  gone,  they  said,  one  to  an- 
other, let  us  now  go,  even  unto  Bethlehem,  and 
see  this  thing  which  hath  come  to  pass,  which 
jlhe  I/>rd  hath  made  known,  to  us.  And  they 
c»me  with  haste,  and  found  Mary  and  Joseph* 
and  the  babe  lying  in  a  manger.  And  when 
they  had  seen  it,  they  made  known  publicfy^  the 
paying  which  was  told  them  concerning  (bi^ 
child." 

The  prudent  caution  of  the  shepherds  on 
this  occasion,  is  not  more  hboorable  to  them, 
Ihan  instructive  to  the  world.  .  Nor  is  it  to  be 
doubted  but  the  evangelist  had  a  yiew  to  such 
instruction,  in  the  minute  detail  he  has  given 
of  their  conduct.  And  had  it  been  attended 
to,  tea  t|iousand  dreams  of  wild  imaginatiqiu 

e  3  whictf 


hold  oi^  Mfkd  .pid>Uf tia4  ^>  tiie  irQfi4»  u  r^wiir-' 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  calm  and  pf )|^e|)t  ^If^ 
c.un)spe(*(ion  of  the  shepherds,  in  e$^pi|iiU9^ 
the  circuqtist^ces  of  this  ^toni^hing  scepe,  ^ 
it  reflects  hopor  on  iheir  memories,  so  it  hA^ 
secured  credit  to  their  narrative  4hroi]g}i  ^ 
succeeding  generations.  CopyiBC^^  A>  ^ve  iHpp 
pf  its  truth,  nothing  rei^ains  for  US|  as  inatt^ 
of  ipqqiry,  bqt  the  nieaning  pf  the  ^Pjgers  fiOBg ; 
«<  glory  to  Gpd  in  the  Jiighest;  and  pn  earti^ 
peace — good-will  towfirds  men  ;*'  ap4  the  ifBa' 
provemen(  which  we  ought  to  malce  pf  it^  ^^ 
the  professed  subjects  of  '^  Chrjst  the  Jl^r4*'' 

And  surely,  no  inquiry  could  conie  before 
«s.  jwiih  more  propriety,  on  the  day  which  we 
oommemerate  as  the  anniversary  of  his  birth.-— 
A  day,  which,  while  many  of  our  profession 
are  pjofamng  by  riot  and  debauc^hery,  }  frqsfe 
we  were,  at  the  moment,  devoting  to  better 
purpose^. 

m 

t 

But  while  I  say  this,  I  would  not  be  thou|;hf; 
to  give  the  particqiar  pbservance  of  thi?  day 
a  place  in  the  catalogue  pf  prescribed  duties. 
Such  observance  is  np  yvhf  re  enjoined  by  Qhi*i$t 
bimsetf ;  nor  has  it  any  ss^nqtion,  that  I  C9|i 
£ltd,   dther  from  the  ^vritiogs  or  exainple  of 
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hi«  apMtlfff.  Stall,  however,  1  am  convinced, 
^^,  t\^  9^s0rvM9^  \^  Wt  up,  it  is  better  toappiy 
ittQreligio|is«ervj^*es,  than  spend  it  in  difisipatiqa^ 
drmakepness,  ^  blas^bemy-n-s^  prt^otiee  ^iial-* 
h  inji^r^iip  ^9  religioQ,  inconsistent  with  the 
p^yrpo^e  pf  a  Saviour's  comifig*  and  dishonorable 
«o  ffi#n, 

lathis  conviction,  let  us  proceed  to  the  inqui^ 
ries  ftlfea^y  pA69ti<>oedf  4S  arising  from  the  an^ 
g^rssoagf 

In  scripture,  the  phrases  ^^  tp  prajs^,*'  a^^ 
«  give  glory,"  ^re  ev^ry  vfh^Te  aa^d  ii)  the  sani^ 
sense.  AP<1  that  this  is  a  sppg  pf  praiSjS  is  evin 
d^nt,  froip  the  manner  in  which  it  is  intrqduc^^ 
'*  There  wa^,  with  the  angtl>  a  multitude  of  tfi^ 
Jjeaveqly  host  praising  Gp^,"  ao^sayipg,  "g|p^ 
Xy  t-o  God :"  that  is,  *'  praise  be  to  Qo^,'  or^ 
"  let  Gpd  lie  praised/' 

Cooamentators  have  widely,  though  as  it  ap- 
pears, unnecessarily  differed  about  the  meaning 
of  the  words,  "  in  the  highest.**  Some  refer  them 
to  the  degree  of  praise,  some  tp  the  rank  of  the 
beings  offering  it,  and  others  to  the  place  ia 
which  it  is  qffered.  According  to  the  firsit,  it 
^ignifieb,  ^'  let  God  be  praised  ip  the  highest  d^*> 
gree ;"  Ihe  second,  "  by  the  highest  orders  pf  A^n^ 
gels  ^"  ^nd  the  third,  ^'  in  the  highest  Heavens.!* 

I  say,  this  difireenee  seems  trifling  ak)d  unne« 
oessary>  as  all  tbe  three  circumstances^  to  which 

they 
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they  point>  are  nearly,  if  not  inseperaUy^  con^ 
nected.  According  to  common  conception/  the 
highest  Heavens  are  the  habitation  of  the  most 
exalted  Angels ;  and  from  the  soperior  clearness 
of  their  perceptions  of  divine  excellence^  and 
the  soblimiiy  of  their  sentiments,  their  praises 
inust  be  expressed  in  the  loftiest  strains  which 
spirit  can  conceive,  or  language  utter. 

However,  if  these  circumstances  are  to  be  se- 
parated>  I  am  convinced  the  phrase  principally 
relates  to  the  highest  orders  of  created  beings, 
or  Angels.  In  this  I  am  confirmed  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  expressed  in  the  original,  as 
connected  with  the  last  phrase  m  the  verse, 
whichandoubtedly  ou9:ht  to  be  rendered,  **  good- 
will among  men."  The  song  would  then  stand 
thus :  '^  Glory  to  God  among  the  highest :  and 
on  earth  peace-^Good-will  among  men."  And 
the  meaning  is  plainly  this ;  that  in  the  birth  of 
messiah  foundation  is  laid  for  everlasting  praise 
among  the  heavenly  hosts,  and  peace  and  good- 
will among  men  on  earth* 

That  the  appearance  of  messiah  was  an  events 
which  had  engaged  the  attention,  and  given 
scope  to  the  ministration  of  angels«  from  the 
earliest  ages  of  the  world,  we  cannot  doubt,  as 
many  of  the  promises  and  prophecies,  concer- 
ning it,  were  delivered  through  them.  That 
they  did  not  fully  comprehend  the  great  scheme 

to 
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to  be  executed  by  him ;  or  the  manner  in,  and 
means  by,  which  it  was  to  be  iaccomplished,  liU 
they  saw  them  io  the  event,  we  have  strong  rea- 
«ons  to  believe.  To  this  we  are  led  by  the  decla- 
ration of  the  apostle  Peter :  ''  Into  Which  things 
the  angels  desire  ta  look  ;V  thtt  \b,  the  things 
which  the  prophets  had  foretold,,  and  the  a&p 
complishment  of  which  the  preachers  of  (hegos* 
pel  then  reported  to  the  persons,  to  whom  the 
apostle  wrote.    ,^ 

'  -  On  the  supposition  of  this  their' ignorance^  and 
en  it  alone,  their  cniiosity,  or  desire,  to  look 
into  the  things  concerning '  Chri^  canbeac- 
tsonnted  for :  Atd  by  this  cariosity,  fltey  would 
Ife  incited  to  ti^ce  the  hand  of  God,  through  all 
his  dispensations  to  the  posterity  of  Abraham^ 
till  the  promised  ;5eed  appeared. 

In  tliis  pursuit,  the  varieties  of  fortune,  which 
they  experienced,  their  divis}6ns  among  them- 
«^lve9,  their  dispersions  and  captivities,  which 
frequently  threatened  their  extinction  as  a  na- 
tion, and  spread  a  shade  of  improbability  over 
the  face  of  prophecy,  would  all  appear  before 
them.  And  the  removal  of  this,  by  the  full  ac- 
complishment of  what  was  foretold,  would  enii* 
ven  their  sentiments  of  wonder,  devotion,  and 
joy,  and  give  new  animation  to  their  songs  of 
praise.  To  see  all  the  various  links  of  prophecy, 
continued  in  one  uninterrupted  chain,  through 
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1600  yeari,.  ,teraiiuating  ia.thj^  event  of  a,ino>' 
men t*-4o  see «all  improbabilities  swallowed  up  ia 
certainty "-<iud  the  hidden  things  of  ages  irradi- 
ated by  ^  Iwtre,  bright  as  the  giory  of  the  Lm^ 
roust  have  raised  admiratiiin  to  the  highes^i  and 
idictated  a  pjr aifie  eq;OaUy  lablime  1 

iN'or  wouldf  the  directing  haftd  bf  sovereign 
wisdom^  in  conducting  circumstances  to  the  ac* 
complishment  of  this  tnomentous  ev6nt,  display 
more  clearly  the  stedfastness  of  the  counsels  of 
God, .than  the  h^ppy  revolutKHi,  to  wfhid)  it 
was;  prepara^ary,  wofild  ^hiblt  the  riches  of 
bis  gracer— j^raqe^to  a. worlds  loog  involved  ifk 
wretchedqesSf  tl^rough:tbeblind9ess  ^o^  ciJ^n^ 
tioQ  of  |bl|^ir.  own  hearl^s,  and  l^lji^ir  |ia0<ijb«r^ 
barbarities,!  one  tOt  apotber.  t 

From  a  circumstance  atready  mentioYieo,  in 
the  character  aad  offiloe  of  angi^lsi^.we  <caaTiot 
suppose  them  ignorant,  eiiiher  of  tfae  charaptdf 
or  condition  of  men.     By.  theai»   Hs^.w^s  Ob^ 
served,   many  intimations  .of  the  will  of  God 
were  commuoicatecL    With  j^oooaots  of  tbes^^ 
the  old  testament  ahoundsy  from  bc^ginniftg  lx» 
end.     Hence  they  are  characterised  as  *^  mi*^ 
Blistering  spirits,    who  minister  to  ib6ai  who 
shall  be  heirs  of  salvation/'  .  Inthiese  itiiAistra*' 
tieos  they  must  have  become  acquainfted  witii 
the  miseries  of  man,  and  all  the  sources  fimoa 
which  they  spring.      And  as  Job  itrtveduoes 

thena 


ihetti  as  withesses  of  the  first  creatiop,  ^j)d 
^'  shottting  for  joy,*'  'wheii  the  mornihg  stars, 
in  lldriiionious  or^er,  prod^imjfed  their  makqrfs 
{).raise^~A8  they  were  np  straights  to  him,  Tn 
his  nail ve  st^te  Of  indqcence  and  peace-ran^ 
how  witnessed  the  appearajic^  of  JVle^iahj'kThff 
ot  righteousness,  and  promised'  prince  pf  jpeace 
and  loy6;  nqfan  must'be  an  object  f^tniUar  to 
them,  in  ari  the\tariety  of  dignity  *aiid  tiiean^ 
Dess,  innocence  a^d  guilt,  happiness  ^Ad  mi^ery^ 
tt)rodgh  which  |ie  has  passed.       ' 

Nor  ak«6  a4^  4^ft(lo  imppose  that  their  feelit^ 
for  him  are  less  sensible,  than  their  knowjedg^ 
of  him  is  clear.  Love  is  the  character,  the  Ifk, 
atid  the  spirit  of  Heaven.  And  Where  lovfe*  is, 
tTiisfcfy  rriusl  call  forth  the  sensation  of  sorrow  ; 
Ahd  the  pr'ospect,  or  contemplation  df  ^appii- 
ncss' ekcite  joy.  Accordingly,  bUr  ^av{dor  in* 
for'ms  us,  ***  that  there  is  joy  in/the  presence  of 
alti^elsi  on  the  repentance  of  a  si'iiner."  Ther^^ 
must,  therefore,  be  sorrow  oiithe  apOstady  of 
a  saint.  And  if  the  cbmiuct  a'ftd  fate  6f 'afi  ini 
ilividud  can  ejccife  even 'the  \v€*ikest  enidtion 
In  heavenly' minds,  ,the' wickedness  or  refcot^ery 
—the  itiisery  Or  happiness  of  ii'wortd^  miist  h^ 
kn  object  infinitely  more  afiectitig;,  '  ' " 

If  this  idea  be  J4i«t,  as  M  ^pp^ttt^  rational, 

what.must  have  been  the  feelings  of  angeljj,  for 

the  degeneracy  and  wretchedness  of  man,  fallen 
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from  his  native  dignity,  and  lost  to  innocence  f 
They  had  seen  him  rise  from  his  maker*s  hancL 
ivith  form  erect,  countenance  elevated  towards 
Heaven,  and  the  iknage  of  divinity  imprinted 
on  his  soul  1  They  had  seen  him  enrobed  in 
native  innocence,  and  rejoicing  in  conscious 
integrity!  They  had.  seen  him,  also,  become 
vain  in  liis  imagination,  entangled  in  the  mul- 
titude of  his  own  inventions,  enslaved  by  cor- 
ruption,  and  groaning  under  the  cbaii>s  of  guilt 
atid  wretchedness :  Thejr  h^d  se^n  him  at  eo* 
mity  with  God—^at  enmity  with  himself— -with« 
out  peace<^witbout  hope-««and  wilhcHtf  a  cda^ 
lorter !  r    ■ 

In  exact  proportion  to  the  companion  and 
jSK>rrow  which  these  gloonay  scenes  called  forth, 
must  have  been  the  joy  of  angels  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  Saviour  fraught  with  the  tidings 
of  salvation^  the  blessings  of  peac^  and  the 
seeds  of  benevolence  and  good-will  among  men. 
And  as  this  Saviour  was  the  messenger  of  Hea- 
ven— the  spontaneous  gift  of  the  father's  love«« 
for  the  redemption,  recovery,  and  reco^icilia- 
tioti  of  an  enslaved  and  distracted  world,  ge« 
nerosity  and  devotion  must  have  jointly  inspired 
the  angelic  song  of  gratulation  and  praise  ; 
««  Glory  to  God  among  the  highest  ^  on  earth. 
I^ace;  go<Kl*will  among  m0n  i'' 

What 
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'  What  was  thus  a  subject  of  praise  and  con* 
gratulation  to  angelsi,  who  were  only  the  me?* 
sengers  of  glad  tidings  to  others,  should  surely 
be  a  subject  of  gratitude  and  joy  to  men— >nien, 
to  whom  this  peace  was  proclaimed^  and  among 
whom,  good-will,  as  its  parent^  was  to  be  che* 

rished  for  ever. 

• 

That  we  may  see  this  with,  clearness,  and 
learn  the  improvement  to  which  it  leads,  let  us 
now  consider  the  extent  aiid  importance  of  the 
peace  here  proclaimed. 

Peace  with  God  is  the  foundation  of  human 
hope,  and  human  happiness.  This  peace  if 
represented  in  scripture,  as  violated  by  idolatry, 
and  every  kind  of  'wickedness.  The  former  is 
called  enmity  against  God^  as  deposing  him 
from  his  sovereignty,  and  placing  an  idol  in 
his  stead ;  the  latter,  as  violating  his  authority 
and  withholding  that  allegiance  which  is  due  to 
him,  ai  Lord  of  the  universe.  Peace  with  him, 
therefore,  is  restored  in  the  one  case,  by  re- 
claiming men  from  idolatry,  to  the  belief,  ac- 
knowledgment, and  worship  of  him  alone,  as 
'*  the  only  living  and  true  God ;"  and  in  the 
Mher,  by  turning  them  from  their  iniquities 
into  the  paths  of  righteousness.  As  these  ef- 
fects were  eminently  produced  by  the  revela- 
tion of  Christ,  and  of  him  alone,  he  is  empha- 
tically called  "  our  peace:"  and  the  apostle 

f  2  declares 
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declarer,   fliaft,   "  we  have  'peace  tvftfr  Gbd, 
tbrottgh  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.*^ 

In:Uu$fp«rticuhr>  the  extieht  s^nd  )nvporHi«c«* 
of  th^|iiace  .f>roci aimed  by  thef  MgeU,  n  otn  i- 
ai)9'9i»l  aimzfiigt  It  peaches  wide  aK  tUebe^' 
lief  of  the  gospel  has  been,  now  ie,  or  eref  uHl 
be.  It  is  important;  as  the  first  principle,  of 
tkte-  relrgibh,  with  all  the  blessings  of  whfch^ 
it  is  productive.     And  how  groat  that  iniport- 

•  a^fice  is,  we  may  easily  judge,  by  comparing 
the  state  even  of  the  most  ignorant  notions  of 
the  christian  world  wth  those-  who  sit  ia  da?rk- 
ness— "  who  know  not  God,  aud  obey  not  the 
(jQspel."  But  what  shall  be  its  inaportaace, 
when  its  extei^t  shall  become  wide  as  tlie  kia-* 
bitable  world  !  When  the  fuUriesaof  lli«  heathen 
;$haU  l)ecoi;ne  the  inheritance  of  Christy  an4 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  his  possession  1 
When  enmity  shall  ceatse,   and  the  universal 

'  prevalence  of  the  gospel  shall  ui>ite  the  heaiis 
of  men  in  peqice  \v;ith  Gqd! 

This  leads  us  to  a  second  circumstance  im- 
plied  in  the  peace  here  announced;  that  is, 
peace  among  men,  in  the  e^vcrcise  of  ih^t  wor- 
ship, of  whjch  God  is  the  only  proper  object. 
In  the  heathen  world,  nation  had  been  sejja- 
rated  from  nation,  tlirodgh  alt  ages,  by  the 
diversity  and  opposition  of  their. religious  rites, 
find  the  objects  of  their  devotion.     Hence  in 

their 
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their  contests,  not  only  men  were  considered 
^s  at  war  with  men,  but  gods  with  ^ods.  Be- 
tween all  of  them  and  the  Jews,  this  diversity 
was,  the  source  of  mutual  contempt  and  enmity, 
from  an  abuse  of  the  prejepts,  by  which  the 
seed  of  Abraham  were  enjoined  to  avoid  inter*, 
course  with  them,  "  lest  they  should  be  cor- 
rupted by  their  example,"  Every  heathen  was 
prohibited  from  their  society,  till  he  became  a 
convert  to  their  religion ;  and  even  then,  he 
was  not  admitted  to  a  fullness  of  communion. 
He  could  neither  hold  an  office  in  their  temple, 
nor  be  admitted  into  its  inner  court.  Circum- 
cision,  the  seal  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant, 
was  a  never-failing  source  of  enmity  and  re- 
proach. Without  submission  to  it,  no  heathen 
could  be  admitted  into  religious  communion. 

This  mark  of  distinction,  though  necessary 
for  a  time,  yet  invidibus  from  its  abuse,  was 
abolished  by  Christ ;  and  Jew  and  Gentile  united 
by  his  gospel,  in  conMHunity  of  religions  rights, 
eq^uality  of  privilege,  and  the  bonds  of  peace. 
The  view  of  this  reconciliation  given  by  the, 
apostle  Paul,  in. opposition  to  the  Judaizing 
teachers;,  who  argued  for  the  continuance  of 
Mosaical  distinctions,  is  equally  just  and  ele^r 
gant.  The  quotation  is  long,  but  should  not 
be  overlooked.  "  Remember,''  saith  he  to  the 
converts  from  the  Heathen  at  Ephesus — "  Re-» 
member  that  ye,  formerly  Gentiles  in  the  flesh, 

called 
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called  uncircuoicision,  by  that  which  is  called 
circumcision  in  the  flesh,  made  by  hands,  were 
at  that  time  without  Christ,  being  aliens  from 
the  commonwealth  of  Israel,  and  strangers  Jto 
the  covenant  of  promise ;  having  no  hope,  and 
without  God  in  the  world :  But  now  in  Christ 
Jesus,  ye  who  were  formerly  afar  off,  have  been 
made  nigh,  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  For  he  is 
our  peace,  wbo  hath  made  both  OTie^  and  hath 
broken  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition  be- 
tween us,  having  abolished  in  his  flesh,  the 
ehmih/f  the  law  of  cammandnie?its,  in  ordinances, 
to  make  in  himself  of  twain^  one  new  man-— 
making  peace;  and  that  he  might  reconcile 
both  unto  God,  in  one  body,  by  the  cross,  bar- 
ing slain  the  enmity  thereby;  and  came  and 
preached  peace  to  you,  who  were  afar  oflT,  and 
to  them  who  were  nigh.  For  through  him,  we 
have  both  access  to  the  father  by  one  spirits 
Now,  therefore,  ye  are  no  more  strangers  and 
foreigners,  but  fellow  citizens,  with  the  saints, 
and  of  the  household  of  God." 

Important  as  these  two  particulars  are,  there 
is  a  third  of  equal,  if  not  superior  importance, 
implied  in  "  the  peace"  which  was  sung  by 
angels  in  the  fields  of  Bethlehem— I  say;  supe^ 
rior  importance ;  a«,  without  i7,  neither  peace 
with  God,  nor  harmony  in  his  worship,  can 
Ve  enjoyed  or  subsist.     That  is  peace  among 

the 
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the  individuals,  neighbourhoods,  and  nations 
of  men,  founded  on  mutual  and  universal  good* 
will. 

Gpd  is  the  common  father  of  the  universe : 
the  nations  of  men  are  His  family  on  earth  ^ 
and  consequently,  connected  by  the  relation  of 
brethren.  To  him,'  therefore,  they  can  never 
unite  in  the  devotion  of  children,  while  their 
hearts  are  alienated  from  each  other  by  envy, 
enmity,  and  strife.  Nay,  while  they  are  stran- 
gers to  that  mutual  good*will,  which  is  the  pa* 
rent  of  peace  among  men,  they  must  be  inca* 

pahle  of  that  love  of  God,  which  is  essential  to 

•  

his  worship.  This  seems  to  be  the  meaniug  of 
the  apostle  John :  If  any  man  say,  I  love  God, 
and  hate  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar ;  for  he  who 
loveth  not  his  brother,  whom  he  hath  seen^ 
how  can  he  love  God,  whom  he  hath  not  seen  ! 
He  who  loveth  not,  knoweth  not  God  ;  but  be 
who  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
God  in  him.  On  this  principle,  that  love  and 
pieace  among  men  are  essential  to  peace  and 
acceptance  with  God,  our  Saviour  appears  to 
have  founded  the  following  precept.  <^  If  thou 
bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there  rexncmber 
that  thy  brother  hath  aught  against  thee;  leave 
there  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and  go  thy 
way:  first  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and 
th^n  come  and  offer  thy  gift."    Thus  it  is,  that 

as 
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as  the  seieds  oi  peace  are  sown  io  the  doctrines 
pf  Jesus,  the  services  of  his  religion  are  Its 
restoratives  and  guardians  among  men. 

That  this  peace  is  o^ne  great  object  of  Mes- 
siahV  appej^rance  is  further  evident,  not  onljf 
from' the  warmth  with  which  that  love  is  inqul- 
tated,  from  which  it  springs  j  and  the  declara- 
tions, that  **  love  is  the  end  of  the  command- 
Inent,'*  and  ^*  fulfilling  of  the  law;  but  from 
the  practice  ?ind  instruc'tipns  of  Christ  himseii^ 
and  the  iirst'ructions  pf  his  apostles  to  all  the 
ctinrch^s.  '  *^  Peace  be  to  this  house/'  was  the 
introductory 'salutatfop,)v{th  which  he  sent, his 
.disciples  to  all  the.  families  of.  I^ael.  "  Hav6 
peace  one  ivith  another,*'  w^shfs  iqstruction  to 
ll^emselves;  and  "  peace  be^  unto  jou/'  ,the 
words  in  which  he  addressed  the,m  after  his 
^resurrection.  'The  declarations  bl  the  apostle 
are  :  ^*  God.halh  balled  us  to  peace.  "Xhe  fruit 
of  the  spirit  is  love  ar)d  peslce:  apd  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink;'  but  righte- 
ousness, and  peace,  and  joy  in  thetioTy  spirttT^ 
Hence  arise  the  precepts  yvhiph  th^y  inculcate  : 
^*  Let  the  peace  of  God  rule  in  yo,ur  hearts: 
fceep  the  unity  pf  the  spirit  in  the  bonds  of 
peace  :  se^k  pejice,  and  ensue  it ;  and^'  as  tnucU 
as  in  you  heth,  live  peaceably' witli  all  jtoen.** 

These,  amlathousawi  otherpte&AJg^s,  ^cleirtjr 
fibew^  that  the  spirit  of  tihi^istianfily  is  a  spitilof 

peace* 
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peace.  And  the  last  plainly  d^nonstrates, 
that  '<  the  wajr  of  peace/'  into  which  its  author 
came  to  lead  us^  extends  to  ^'  the  ends  of  the 
earth,''  and  that  the  good<>will  from  which  it 
springs,  embraces  the  whole  family  of  men : 
that  it  should  not  be  limited  by  country,  cli- 
mate, or  compl€|Xion-*by  modes  of  religion.* 
or  forpas  of  government :  and  that  the  political 
fiction  of  a  natural  enmity  between  any  nations 
or  societies  of  men,  is  blasphemy  against  na- 
ture, and  nature's  king.  This  ts  admirably 
illustrated  by  the  example  of  the  benevolent 
Jesus.  The  compassion  of  his  heart,  and  the 
bounty  of  his  healing  hand,  were  as  ready  for  a 
Samaritan,  who  worshipped  the  palves  of  Jero- 
boam,  or  a  Roman  centurion  who  adored  the 
diemons  of  the  nations,  as  the  poor  and  afflicted 
of  the  house  of  Israel.  And  in  his  commis* 
sion  to  the  apostles,  he  sent  to  all,  with  the 
tidi^igs  of  salvation,  the' doctrine  of  peace. 

Nor  are  we  left  td  suppose,  that  the  blessings 
of  peace,  and  obligations  to  pursue  it,  are 
cbnfined  to  men  as  individualt.  Nrtioas  are 
represented  in  the  glowing  langitage  of  pro- 
phecy, as  objects  of  Messiah's  peace,  and 
actuiatted  by  its  spirit.  Thus saith Isaiah:  "  He 
shall  judge  among  the  nations,  and  rebuke 
many  people :  and  they  shall  beat  their  swords 
ii)to  plough-shares,  and  their  spears  into  prup- 

g  «« 
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iiur*h09ol(9 :  Natiaa  s^aU  ool  lift  uti  svr4ir<i 
agauRftt  uaiion;  itt»ib)iei^  sbal^  tbe^  iQArn  W9ir 
aajj  more.' '  •  *        . 

0 

The  effect?,  fif  t^jji  h^ppjf:  CftTpl^ty^^,  TsfhiBft  ' 
wij^^  s^U.  c^^se,  9x^  ^  ^i^\^.  Pf  vjpl^ape  lie 

'9  ^h?  d'^Ofty^  %^  pri^«»*,?J?;^  5<f  "pan,  *n4  th.e 
sweats*  9f  ^9<ci3\.ipt^pq}jr|^  e^PJoyi^  t>y  »"«  '^^ 

♦eJT',  ^'  T*»?JIV<>^  'hftjl  dvc^U  wMt» :*!f  *a'P^ 
agd.  tjl^e, 'lpaps^4,  s*;**!!  Ijq  dp^vt'o,  Yfijj^.  the  kid,. 

'  «D(^tl\e>ijlf  lyijl  ^i^,'y,Wng  Uftn,!  ftnd  the  &t- 
liJIg  t9^M>^  r  ^d  8^  Ut^It;  chil4  sjiJ^y  lead  ibem. 
A?«l  %5?9»^  jytfl. tl^e^  t>e»r,  ?)}aJlffe.di    their- 
y<W9g»4e5,fh^i;i),e,  dovjfA.^g^^Ter;  apd  the 
li^n  shall,  eat^r^ijr  HJij^  %  ox,.    A«d.  tl^e  suck- 
ing chil4^^jKpUjr^  oo  t(h?,  h,oif  o^  tUg  asp,  and  ^ 
the  weaned  child  shall   put  his  hand  on  the 
add[er'«  den.    They  shaJl:  **>^  hiiFi|  9^c  <|e«vMpoy 
in  all  vty  Myiiiottntajn :  ^  t^e,^rth.$tv;tJl.b^. 
foil  of  the  fcribwiedge.ofifthe  Locd*  ws  t)»e,  vr^fj^.^ 
covec  the  wai." 

J 

TYhat  ?^  c|elig|>;^jul  sc^ije  is^  h^pe  ^jxhibited),;  in 
the.  gJ^ivij(iLg  laag^^gQ  of  prophetic  ai;dar,*as^ 
cbd^^Qt^i&iog  ^^^3iah'sjr^i^n !  Asc^e,  where 
i]o4f9r  tljL^  boW;  qwJ  .^X|>f fssiye  fig^^  Ihe  ra- 

v^aiiig  wolf  dwelling  wil,h  the  lamb^ ..  around 

whose 


WtiicMl  fbid  ha  hkd  fiM#l«ia  fdt*  pi«y }  Md  the 

pdtOfy^i  Jbrdddits  fyi'iiAi  t^'tUe  Amfitdiui  \^^ 

>^^Wii  #ith  %nb  kld~lh«f  Ubiii  sk6a'j^t  rttdnuhh '^ 

the  hia,  <§itin^  itr»#:  WtlH  ttietflc,  ih4  H^^d)h% 

Wit^'  iht  iftJlt  ttta«r  t«6  fttlifil^aHif  tli^  bikf  ^ 

the  "vck,  forgetting  his  ferocity ^    fe^ilg  WUH 

the  cow— we  are  ti^ugbt  to  look  forward  to  a 

penp'd,    wheb   rapine  shdTl  ceialse,    oppressioa 

\e  no  more,    violence  unneard  or,    &t\a  conn- 
rftfafcfe,  harttidny,  irid  *p*ac^,  *slt2lbli*^d  iiiro*^ 

ihe  nWiiyh'B— And  *freh  thei  fiarid  Af  the  asids- 

sin,   and  the  envenomed  tongne  df  Ihi^  secret 

ftlaiylerer>  aptly  represented  by  the  adder  lurk- 

sng  in  his  dfen,  shall  riot  dare  to  wound  evea  the 

sucking  child/ 

'  T\i\x%iiiivet  ettdeivtiuf^d  ttf  pdMt'odt  mi  eit- 
fettt  *Tid  iiiipyirtahce  of  tHi6  ^atfe  tM  eattli,  of 

taiti.  1  haV^  s)V^\lnv  froni'  ^^  Tddi§pulfdt)le  iei^ 
ctiUony  t/f  the  tKble,  that  it  \t(i^\es  recowciiik-' 
<??tftf  tb  Godi  ki  th^  dtfly  d^tit  of  WR^ikS' 
T*?dr«<hip;:diil6tt  rfthoA^iAeri;  Wffh^  4hs<iymkiii 
of  reft^itt'us  ri|fhtS,  dquUlitj^  df  rtfij^iod's  pYfvlfe^^, 
and  thtf  6'6nas  of  fttVe  ^  iritf  the"  iiti^fisKtiie'iiir 
df  ^dddwin;  hrfririotiy,  ind'  i<t*ic6  auiddg  alf 
the  ittdJvidtalfejfertililes,  rt^ighfroui^dods,  ahj' 
Utttioos  of  ih^  World  We'  i  rtHabit 


g^  F«iW 
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From  these  oiroum^taQces,  takai  together,  I 
trust  it.  18  evident,  that  the  prospect  opened  by 
the  birth  of  Messiah,  was  sofficieot  to  iaspira- 
Angels  with  admiratioo,  aod  joy,  warqa ,  the 
hearts  of  mea  with  gratitude,  and  unite  theu 
)>y  goodwill. 

But  while  we  rejoice  in  the  prospect,  and 
admit  the  solidity  of  the  principles,  on  which 
angels  sung;  we  must  feel  astonishment  and  re- 
gret, that  a  prospect  so  pleasing  has  never  been 
fully  realized. 

It  is  true,  for  upwards  of  three  hundred 
years  after  the  publication  of  the  gospel,  the 
mutual  affection  of  christians,  aiid  the  peacea* 
bleness  of.  their  demeanour,  were  subjects  of 
wonder,  even  to  their  enemies.  But  no  sooner 
was  their  religion  connected  with  the  politics 
of  kingdoms,  and  the  intrigues  of  statesmen  ; 
and  their  priests  seated  among  nobles,  and  rank- 
ed with  the  princes  of  the  earth ;  than  the  bond 
of  union  was  broken,  the  mild  spirit  of  religion 
swallowed  up  by  ambition,  and  the  light  of  the. 
gospel  converted  into  a  firebrand  of  discord. 
That  the  passions  of  individuals  had  introduced 
personal  disputes,  before  this  period,  the  apos*. 
ties  inform  us,  but  that  these  ever  affected  the 
public  harmony,  we  have  no  reason  to  believe. 
However,  from  the  days  of  Constantine,  in 
which  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  the  state 

were 
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were  comiected  with  part/  or  office  in  the  reltw 
gion  of  Jesus»  down  to  th^  present,  peace  bu 
been  interrupted  in  the  christiao  worlds  an  J. 
the  lust  of  power,  riches,  and  pleasure  has  beeq 
stroDgert   not  only  than  the  ohli^rations  of  reli* 
gioo,  but  the  ties  of  nature.     Of  tiiis,  the  his- 
tory  of  fourteen  hundred  years  is  a  continued 
testimony }  and  the  present  monieut  is  an  uu^ 
happy  denoionstralion.  In  all  tlie  religious  con« 
tests  which  have  distracted  nations,,  and  termi* 
nated  so  often  in  scenes  of  bidod>   tfte.rdisiam 
of  the  stoic,  and  not  the  religion  of  Jesus,  hai^ 
been  the  subject,  and  the  love  of  power,  pre- 
eminence, or  riches,  the  leading  principle.  And 
whatever  party  prevailed,    sufficient  care  was 
taken  to  huoible  the-  van<|uish€d,    sink  them 
into  insignificance^  and  bra^d  them  with  itifa-> 
my.     Nor  can  )ve  attribute  this  spirit,  erclu" 
sively^   to  any  church,   sect  or  party.     It  has 
'  uniformly  diffused  itsdf  through  all,  aud  opera** 
ted  in  all.     Of  this,  the  lands  of  our  nativity 
have  affi>rded  melaochoty,  but  undeniabte  ex* 
amples.    During  the  reigns  of  tl^  Stuart  fami- 
ly, all  parties  were  favoured  in  turn;  and  as 
power  changed  .sides,  catholic  burned  protes- 
tant,  protastant  persecuted  catholic,   and  the 
presbyterians  in  their  momentary  triumph,  de- 
nied toleration  to  both..    In  later  periods,  we 
see  the  same  scenes  acted  in  all  their    pirtsl 
We  see  Scoitisli  presbyterians  proscribe  episco- 
pacy; English  episcopilians  exclude  presbyte- 
rians 


ritns  (t6m  the  honors  and  otRte^  6f  tliii  kiAti ; 
and  a  seion  of  $be  same  $tock,  tran§{5[|trit^cl  to; 
Ireland,  Gfheddrng;  its  banefuliDfloi^tlCB  6t^rthd 
presbyteriaM,  wbo  first  ga^e  th^t  ststbility  hi  ft^ 
Foot^  Wbieh  has  clothed  its  branches  With  fhuUs 
4f  gold.  Andi  6verall,  we sie6 the  devbt^d  Ca- 
tholics bound  down  with  th6  twisle<f  di&fns  of 
nieatal  dafkness,  ami  corporal  incapacity;  by 
^body  of  la^Bv  which  bamanity  riews  with  bor* 
ror^  |astiee  r^rdbate^^  atid  religion  prortoaric^s 
accursed. 

*.  . 
Blessed  Jesus !  are  th^se  the  fruits  cif  that 

peace  on  earth-^that  goodwill,  aanong  itieiH*-* 
the  seeds  of  which  thou  earnest  to  sow  ?  No!  !  ! 
Xhey  hav;e  sprung  up  in  thy  field,  frofai  lire 
tares  which  the^  enemy  sowed,  in  the  oigbt  of 
darkness,  while  men  alefpt.  Thanks  be  %o  God  \ 
X\k2X  darkness  is  no  more ;  and  men  have  awak- 
ed from  the .  ^eep  of  tor)f>id.  indofeiic^.  The 
dawn  of  knowledge  opens  upoii  tbei^  udder- 
standings  artd  their  heiirtd  ani  wai'med  by  ks 
enlivening  raysi.  The  poisonous  ptanfs  af^  af^ 
ready  known  by  their  fruits,  aivd  ere  the  day* 
reaches  its  meridian  brightness,  ^tbey  shall  be^ 
phieked  up  by  the  roots,  bound  up  in  bandies 
aud  cast  into  the  fire.  Then,  and  not  tiif  th'en» 
will  the  prophecies  of  GtM^  and  the  prospects 
of  angels,  bereafizedaoioogus^^Th^n'  wi^ljea^ 
lousies  eeasir,  diaconlents  Taoish,  animosities  bef 
extinguished,)  and  the  pure  spirit  of  thi^  gosp^, 

unadulterated 
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imndulterated  by  the  politics  of  the  worlds  warm 
as  into  mutuaf  kindness,  restore  us  to  confidence; 
and  Bootfaens  into  peace.  ' 

Tl^  saine  caiuffi^  which  hav9  r-endfred.  tba 
J^W^f  of  ike,  gosfKl  an  ^mpty.  name„  and  b^aiah^d: 
it  from  ^niopg  obrutia^s,  have  hjt^rt^  pceVen* 
te4  t^^  €xiensfqn  of'  thfi  gospejL  t%  the  other  JMtioQ$ 
of  (;he  wodd.  Th^  dov^toiu we«s,  rapacity;,  cru,^ 
elty^  ai)d,  ^ioJeqce  oC  the  ptofessort  of  chrisi^i;^. 
nity>  have  univeraaj^l}!  caused>  .th€|  Bame  of  Go4f 
to  be  hls^spJi^im^d  amqng,  the  beathen,.  a^d.tl^ 
r^Iigiqn.o/;  Messiah  tp  be  rejected.  Of  tbus^w^k 
b^AVe  mia^y  in^tahce3  in  the  caoqiiest  of .  Amex^ 
ca.by  the;  Sp^njar/Js.:  luid  it  is  not;  impj^obablf^ 
tb^  succeeding;  geaerajtioti^  .will  be  infoi^mad  oS^ 
tbi^  ]ik^  barharitiqs,  practised  by  our  ovva  co^fvi- 
tfyoien^  ia  the  east.;  tbough<  fi^w  of  tbem  hav^ 
b^q,  yet  pi^bU&bed  among  us.  Theae  enormi*^ 
tl^a,' while  they  strike  us  with  horror^  andpovef, 
h^matuty  with.  a. blush,  enable  us  ta  to  assigp.  % 
rga$pp>  wby  the .  ktiowiedge  of  the  Lprd  hatlii( 
^9fi  3f^  overdo vi(e4  the  earth,,  as^  the  w^eca. 
coi^ei;  .th(9  $e;a:  <^nd  at;  the  ss^^  time  coqyiacf^ 
Ua.  th^  \hp  petape  of  the  gospel  can  never  pr^<x 
mujl  aniiOog  naetv  till  the- passions^  the  political, 
iptetc^ts,,  wd  the«doa)ineQi:ing  spirit  of  ceUgiaaat 
PMty>  bei swiajU^jved  up  in  th/^t ocean, oj^  univeiw^ 
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I 

K  prospects  may  be  trusted,   that  blissrul  pe^ 
riod  is  at  hand,  even  at  the  doon    One  great 
and  enlightened  nation  has  bur^^t  the  chains  of 
prejudice  and  slavery,  disclaimed  the  idea  of 
conquest  (lyt  dominion,  opened  the  temple  of 
liberty  for  aU  religious  denooiiualtons  at  home, 
and  sent  forth  her  arms,  nat  fo  destroy y  but  res- 
tare  the  liberty  of  the  world,  and  extend  her 
blessings  to  alt  who  dare,  and  by  daring»  de* 
•erve  to  be  free.     Tyrants  already  tremble  at 
her  name;  *rhi!fe  oppressed  nations  exult  in  her 
*ricces5,  receive  her  sons  with  gratitude  and  joy, 
Und  unite  in  her  cause.     H  ippy  !  thrice  happy. 
Che  people,  whose  rulers  may  become  wise,  by 
ihe lesson  wli^ch  she  his  been  obliged  to  write 
m  letters  of  btaod— Where  the  ear  of  the  priace 
may  be  open  to  the  iroice  of  humanity  reciting 
her  grievances,  and  supplicating  redress ;   and 
ihe  necessity  and  horrors  of  revolution  preclu- 
dett  by  seasonable  and.  radical  reform!  That 
this  may  \rt  our  case  is  the    prayer,  of  my 
heart.    That  national  •*  justice  may  roll  down 
as    waters,     and    righteousness   as    a    mighty 
8treani'^--that  civil  pains  and  penalties,  on  ac- 
count of  religion,  may  be  abolished  for  ever— • 
and  \\\?it equalliberty^^equalprivile^e^  ^ndeqn^l 
protection^  may  henceforth,   be  the  portion  of 
tff/the  people;  unite  them  in  the  bonds  of  in-I 
viplable  brotherhood ;  and  perpetuate  lli^ir  aUAch^- 
went  to  their  king  and  constitution^  by  a  comnla- 
Dity  of  interest  iu  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
their  country  \ 

"  From 


FfOTO  th^  ifiewat  wWcH  hi^v«  becQ  ^ivefi,  of 
the  peac#  ^,  bcr  iatr«.di;ice4  t>y  th^  gospel,  and 
the  caii$q«  yfhxck  havQ  hitherto  pveyented  Uf  e9- 
t^Mi^hm^oA  wd  exJteqaioi^  tj;ie  impravameAJ;  to 
wUdi  i^  leiMjs  U  plaia  and  obvious* 

Th^t  peace  on  earth ;  that  is,  aniong  alt  the 
members  of  the  great  famiTy  of  men,  who  inha* 
*bit  H»  ift  909^  <9il4  ^  ^^  goiipeU  w^  have  c\ffT]y 
seen.  Apd  thaft  it  a£^rds  the  me^iB,  aad  enfoc- 
c^»  the  doty  ti  obtaining  wd  presesvini;  it  ia 
1)^  pivincipleft  iv4»ieh  it  preoccib^  wd  the  mo* 
tivei  it  suppUe$»  we  eanapt  df  ny.  .  We  have 
9Mn  aUo,  that;  this  peace  bai^  been  pr^^enled  or 
di9rtroyed»  by  (be  iaordinate  passions,  and  ua- 
j«isttf  abl^  pB%ctio«9»  both  of  ipdividuals  ^i  pa- 
twasy  tUroagb  ev^y  age»  and  i«i  every  cQuntry. 
With  Beg&jrd  (o  the  whole^  Ihe  enquiry  of  the 
apostle^  JaiA«a»  and  the  an^^wer  vrhicb  accompa- 
A'ie9  Uy  may  biQ  ju^ly  applied :  "  Whence  com^ 
)wvs,wA  fightioga  aoaoag  you  ?  Coine  they  not 
brace^  even  of  ypur  lu8t«.  Ye  loalt,  and  hav^ 
QQt;  ye  kill  and.  desire  to  havej  ye  fight  and 
iaatt  yal  ye  cannot  obtain.'' 

If  tJhisi  be  Kounded  in  truth,  and  supported  by 
^perieoce  j  and  if  ^  the  peace  of  the  gospel  be 
aa  ol^ect  of  desire,  these  lusts  should  be  res- 
tfiaii^^  in  Qrder  to  attain  it.  If  the  covetous* 
WSiS,  anpibition,  cruelty ^^  and  haughtiness  of 
Vpfifkf^  hav;^  ^een  the  parents  of  strife^  oppresst*^ 
#nj.  blQQc^J(^edf  confusion,  and  every  eril  work. 
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in  families,  neighbourhoods,  and  nations,  let 
these  be  rooted  out,  and  moderation,  justice, 
and  humility  planted  in  their  stead,  and  peace, 
^ith  all  her  blessings,  will  immediately  follow. 
The  native  offspring  of  the  gospel  are,  patience> 
forbearance,  gentleness,  goodness,  and  tempe- 
rance, and  her  genuine  fruits,  peace  and  joy. 

Hence,    then,    an  obvious  improvement  of 
the  subject  before  u<;.     As  christians,  as  men, 
and  members  of  the  state,   we  should  mortify 
and  subdue  our  selfish,  turbulent  and  ambiti- 
ous  pAssions— We  should  restrain  the  malevo* 
lence  of  our  tongues,  and  withdraw  our  hands 
from  secret  fraud  and  open  violence^-— we  sl>outd 
retract  every  falsehood  v^e  have  uttered,  make, 
reparation  for  the  injuries  ue  have  done,  and 
candidly   acknowledge    the  offences  we  have 
committed  against  our  brethren,  that  they  may 
return  to  us,  in  the  spirit  of  forgiving  meekness 
and  restore  us  to  their  confidence,  esteem,  and 
love.     In  like  manner,    in   whatever  we  have 
been  injured  er  offended,  so  soon  as  our  offend- 
ing brother  shall  make  reasonable  reparation  for 
the  evil  he  hath  done  us,  or  becoqiing  acknow- 
ledgment qf  his  offence,  we  should  cordially  re- 
ceive him  with  the  arms  of  forgiveness— We 
should  immedi^ttely  *^  put  away  all  bitterness 
and  wrath,  and  janger,  and  clamour,  and  evil* 
$peaking,  with  atl  mailice;  and  be  kind  one  to 
another,  tender  hearted,  forgiving  one  anofher, 
evenasGody  forChrist^s  sake,  bath  forgiven  us,*^ 

A  second 
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A  secondJinprovement  of  this  subject^  of  np 
^mall  importance,  arises  from  a  melancholy  cir« 
cumstance,  which  the  wise  and  good  have  long 
observed,  and  deeply  regretted :  .that  is,  viola- 
tions of  friendship,   and  disturbance  of  peace 
l>etween  individuals,   families,  and  neighbour- 
hoods, without  injury  or  offence,  actual  or  in- 
tended,    on  the   part  of  either.      This  arises 
from  attention  to  an  order  of  beings,  in  the  form 
<}fmen^  called  in  scripture,  "  busy  bodies,  tat-. 
Ilers,  QT  tale-bearers.     They  are  to  the  miqd  of 
man,  oearlv  the  same  as  vermin  to  the  bodies  of 
brutes,  which,  at  first  tickle^    btat  in   the  end^ 
teaze  aqd  tormefiC*     It  has  been  observed  also, 
that  the  greater  animals  ^re  chiefly  infested  b^ 
vermin ;  and  that  the  leanest  and  feeblest  have 
th^  greater  number.    The  same  is  observable 
among  men.     The  great  are  perpetually  haun-  • 
ted  by  tale-bearers;  and  if  one  can  be  found  of 
a  feeble  understanding,  ^nd  meagre  brain,  they 
cluster  round  him,  and  tickle  his  earr  ^ith  en« 
comiums  on  his  own  importance,  till  they  garn 
admittance.    Hence,  \they  may  be  justly  com- 
pared to  a  noxious  insect,  which  is^aid  to  enter 
the  ear  of  the  rein-deer,  eat  its  way  into  the 
brain,   and  produce  madness.     Tiiese  tattlers 
are  generally  animals  of  little  judgment,  and 
less  goodness;     but  of  considerable  cunning, 
and  unbounded  malice.    They  can  pervert  what 
they  hear,  misrepresent  what  they  see,  and  call 
up  a  creation  of  falsehood,  on  occasion^  to  serve 
a  t^rn»    So  early  as  the  days  of  Moses,  their 

b  2  '  character 
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•  •  •  • 

character  seems  to  have  been  w^Il  known,  and 
their  x>ccupatibn  so  odious,  that  it  was  strictly 
forbidden  to  th^  People  of  Israel.  '*  Thou  shalt 
not  go  up  aiicl  down  as  a  tale-bearer  ^  neither 
shalt  thou  stand  agaii^st  the  b^dod  of  tby  neigh- 
bour." They  appear,  likewise  to  have  crept  in, 
very  early,  among  the  first  christians. .  The 
apostle  Paul  describes  them  as  worthless  vaga- 
bonds, *'  idle,  wandering  about  from  house  to 
bouse,  and  sjxeaking  things  they  ought  not.'* 
Andt^eterclasses  them  with  "  thieves  and  mur- 
derers." Even  j)ow,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
that  Boaxe  such  there  are.  The  jealousies^ 
strifes, ,  and:  encnitiesb  which  so  frequently  ,^pa* 

r^le  friend  from  friend,  Beigbbour  from  neigh-. 

•»  ■  • 

hour,  and  family  ii*om  family ;  and.  inflame  lar- 

••  •  *  .  * 

get  societies,  with  muljual  jealousies,  apj)rehen* 
sion^  and  animosities,  clearly. prove  it;  if  we 
c^n  believe  the  ti^imony  of  the  wise  Solcimon. 
"'^herenp  wood  is,  there  the  fire  goeth  out,. 
S9^ .  ^here  there  is  no  tale- be^rex;,  strife  ceaselh. 
But  ^s  coals  are  to  burning  cpahs,  and  wood  to 
wood;  3ois  d.nfalicious  m^n  tok^dle  discord. 
The  woi:dsof.ataIe-beare^ areas  wounds 4  they 
go  down  intqihe  chainbers.of  the  beUy.  For 
a  fro  ward,  man  sowfeth:£(trife,  and  a  whisperer 
sej>,aratet|i  chief  friends/' 

From  this'  circumstance  the  improvement  is 
obvious!  If  we  value  the  peace,  which  we  have 
been  consTdecing,  as  we  oqght ;  and  from  a  sense 
of  itsiriiportance,  wish  to  preservelt— If,  foflChi's 

purpose^ 


pQtjpb^,  y^  arid  VHH'M^  to  ikekiit>ltlMl;|fe  ike  if. 
fenceis  we  litive  comtnitte^,  Sfaid  repair  «li^  injn^ 
lies  we  h^ve  done  ;  Itnd  in  ^Fder  tb  iftedare  it^- 
keep  i  watch  upon  t>tir  bandU,  Otir  hea^tb,  Hfid 
our  tongaes,  ill  all  tii^e  to  '6ome ;  isho^d  we  not 
likewise,  shut  ou^  ears  againM  ih&  poifsmi  df tlie- 
slanderer,  the  malicious  wht^pi^V^'s  artfiiA  taf«^* 
the  base  insinuations  of  the  cringing  sycophant 
and  the  false  representations  of  the  officious  .par- 
tisan ?  Reason  says,  **  it  is  right" — Prudence 
8ay&»  "  it  is  our  interest'*.— Religipn  says,  **  it  Is 
cor  duty"-«<and  experience  proclaims,  with  ten 
tlxottsaiid  tongues,  that  *^  if  we  do  not,  jealou- 
sies, discord,  and  strife  will  reign  for  ever — that 
hearen-born  peace  will  be  eternally  banlsTied. 
from  the  society^  and  soothing  comfort  fiom  the 
hearts  of  men." 

Let  Its  then,  be  determined  to  obey  their  uni-* 
ted  voice.  Let  us  tio  longer  listen  to  the  tale  of 
malice,  or  of  art,  which  tends  to  deceive,  to  ir- 
ritate, and  inflame  ^  atid  by  representing  men 
as  enemies  to  each  other,  to  convert  them  into 
such.  For  if  this  be  our  duty,  where  the  mis- 
representation extends,  only  to  an  individual, 
or  a  family  ;  it  is,  if  possible,  more  than  duit/, 
where  it  goes  to  calumniate  and  vilify,  not  onljr 
a  neighbourhood,  but  a  nation;  by  calumny 
and  falsehood,  to  revive  and  inflame  mutoat  pre« 
judice,  jealousy,  and  contention;  and,  under 
their  influence,  to  perpetuate  oppreission,  slave- 
ry, and  wretchedness. 

Such 
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Such  are  the  slanders^  now  and  lately  circul8« 
ted  amoQg  jrou,  against  which  your  ears  should 
Ve  <%hui,  and  your  hearts  double-fortified.  The 
Subject  of  these  are  the  Rocnaa  catholics  of  Ire* 
lanA^'^three  fourths  of  its  inhabitants.  Ye  are 
told  by  malicioqf  and  designing  meo^  that  they 
are  not  only  "  ignorant,''  but "  incapable 'of  libcr^ 

The  latter  part  of  this  assertion,  is  a  libel  on 
human  nature ^  and  blasphemy  agai/ist  Crod  I  The 
wretch  must  be  equally   lost  to  religion  and 
shame,  who  dares  assert  that  God  is  so  weak, 
or  so  \^icked,  as  to  form  a  nation  ofmen,  insen^ 
Sible  to  the  first  right  of  humanity,  and  incapa- 
ble of  enjoying  it.     Nor  is  the  former  part  of  the 
assertion  less  false,  than  the  latter  is  impious. 
That  there  should  be  ignorant  catholics  is  not 
woiuierful,    when  we  consider  that  they  have 
been  so  long  shut^'out  from  the  means  of  know- 
ledge, by  the  laws  of  their  country.     The  high- 
er ranks  have  been  excluded  from  the  benefits 
of  our  university,  unless  they  renounced  their 
religion;  and  what  inducement  could  the  man 
of  lower  station  have  to  enter  on  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge,  while  the  laws  of  the  land  forbad 
him  to  look  up  to  the  honor  of  a  private  tuition, 
or  even  subordinate  station  in  a  public  school  ? 
Yet,  under  all  these  discouragements,  the  ca«  - 
tholics  have  refuted  the  charge  of  ignorance^ 
and  proved  its  falsehood.  Nay,  they  have  lately 
exhibited  specimens  of  knowledge,    learnings 

and 
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an<!  liberality,  on  reviewing  which,  their accom^ 
plished  ami  capable  ^lumtitators  should  blasiiy 
and  hrde  their  heads* 

However,  my  friends,  this  charge  of  Catholic 
ignorance  and  incapacity  is  only  for  your  ears. 
The  same  lips  convey  to  them  a  different  taTe. 
They  are  told,  with  great  affection  and  regret, 
*^  that  their  abilities  and  their  merits  are  wett 
known  ;  and  that  they  ought  to  share  the  bene- 
iits  of  the  constitution  in  common  with  their 
brethren  ;  but  that  such  is  the  ignorance,  bigo* 
try,  and  illiherality  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
protestants,  that  nothing  can  be  done  fur  the 
catholics,  without  offending  them^^ 

Now,  who  constitute  this  great  majority  of 
protestants,  meaiit  by  themr  not  only  in  Ulster* 
bat  in  Ireland  ?  Presbyterians ! .  Are  ye  presby* 
terians  then,  such  ignorant^  bigottcdy  and  illiberal 
wretches^  as  those  double-tongued  tattlers,  first 
attempt  to  make^  and  afterwards  represent  you  ? 
With  you  it  lies^  either  to  justify  or  refute  the 
charge.  And  be  assured^ ,  such .  charge  lies 
against  you.  I  speak  not  on  the  authority  of 
idle  rumor.  It  has  been  made  in  my  own  heaii^ 
ing,  again  and  again. 

As  the  tale  I  have  mentioned, ''is  addressed  to 
your  folly,  I  shall  now  take  notice  of  one'  ad- 
dressed  to  your  fears.  Ye  are  told,  that  *^  the 
catholics  are  combining  against  you,  medica* 
ting  the  overthrow  of  bur  tiappy  cohstitutioiH 
and  preparing  to  embroil  the  nation  ia  war/' 

This 
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TWft  18?  asfnb©  a^*ny  paj^^of,  Um  forn»^JC- 
JKolMtithstdBiii^g  %h^  wge  piqgaqsli^^twma  uf 
our  wise  masters,  all  their  pvoce^itipg^  ^rc  l^i^i 
.qcd«rt^,  wd  pc^tceftil.  An^l  ^t  Hu9  inon^nt, 
%\nty  *re  tDppliqi^tQg«-f>huwbIjr  and  <^^tif^^ly 
sii|i,{)^Up4(ing^hU  Q^je$ty,  f9r  ^  tigress  pf  their 
grievance^  awl  a  ^h^re  in  tbe.ble^sin^  of  %tie 
cpoatUutipD,  which  \vould  hind  th?i«  t9  i^^ir 
qamitry,,  If-y  iQtf^r^t  a?  weU  as  aflfection  j  and 
^h^y  ^re  loqkiDg,  with  imploring  eye,  fo^  your 
VCXterce3§Qry  voice  in  support  of  their  prayer^ 
vrhi?h  wQ^vWi  pqite  theirs  to  jfou  by  ti^s  of  gra* 
li^ud^ 

There  is  yet  another  suggestion,  founded  on» 
and  addressed  to,  your  jealottsies  and  your  in- 
terests. •  That  iy,*  ^  that  the  restoratioft  «f  Mcy* 
rights  and  Hberty  would  abridge  or  deslrogr 
yoars.^ 

Thia  is  ai^sn itAity  too  gro^s  for  any  Uu  «^.  st^we 
idiotiani^  or  cjfiildbood)  lo  Vwal^QW.  Arq  yomr 
iiislds  leas  fruitfal,  b«  your  harv^s  less  abua* 
dat^t,  bdcause  thaae  of  ycmr  cathqlio  hf^tA^rea 
share  thebenefita  of  theeullii^iiiag  sq^n,.  rf^r€9|b* 
ing  showers,  and  dewsof.'liea^rQ9|^  in  pain  tap  n 

vjlth  tfefflu  ?  Nffl  ]SqF  would  y^^u^  liU?ilie|i  be 
}i^ufe4»  if  sl^v^>(  ^f^r^  t^ni^l^ed  from  kbe earth,; 
md,  ript.only -yo^W'cyhoUfjhr^JiUrei?^  but  t^e 

wM^bviriv^an  raq?,  asfceQaay^^acerr-Qr,  injfi^'- 
VlC^0tffifA^<^6fi.    Jfib^rtyn  lilje  the Jligjitof  Hea- 
ven, AbP«glki¥4pQ$tel:f»  jF^%ii^^  ^^  1?^  dimir 
T  "        '   Dished 


mAeiip^  itt  •iqfluence.  No  iodmdiAt  is  dept\^ 
lodof  it9ble«ings».tbo«gh  tpn  thMisaDd  ^mti 
Um  thoafaadi  slwre  then^  with  him.  He  who 
tdlft  yoiithetaacitrary,  may  as  well  tett  youj 
Ibak' ^^if' ilie  sttBit  afaiiie  o<i  catholics^  ye  must 
pioa  in  darkness  ;!*' or,  'Ml  ibeheatiiaDWgtTea 
GlirisI  for/a  poBsessMo,  ,«ye  BMMt  beoouitf  ottteastt 
<rom.  tho  fiimily  of  God."  ; 

Thcj^e  are  only  a  few  of  the  polHiPftl  fiyrgeriei 
of  \\\e.  h|U$y-bo4y  »pd  slanderer,  f^  tifj^  ev^ntCiil 
moaxepX.  Bu^  t^y  anesnch  jg^ivg  4iist«nco 
qf  the  hasanei^s.of  his  hear^t,  mji^ (tb^ v^qori  of 
his  tpQgae» . that  .they  could  oj^trhe  oy^^doolfed  i 
jWpeciftljy  in  a  Cfase  so  neaclyij^j^ijusvpc^e^  y^iik^ 
your  ^oQor  ^rud  jpar  iuterf^^....; A^ifion)^  theif 
direct  tendency  to  create  alarm,  jealousy,  and 
disfrast  in  th^rheiurts  ^of.  aaan>  and  consaqileDily, 
wealaea  theicbnfideftce,  endai^ger  ibe  peaeq^ 
and  de^oy  the  oomfart  of  socifityr,  I  hope  they 
rriVi  hp  silffiipient  $o  enforce  tht  aeeessity.  «f  ahufe- 
^iDg  your! ears, against  ererj^^flOBalioioiiajiattfer, 
md  treatiagibinaaoid  bis  fictions,  jviith  the  <silii-. 
•.t«Qkjp.tth^y»deaect«i  ,!  .» '. ;  •. 

I  nieant  to  h.i|tfre  mentipp^^  ?o^?  farther  in^^ 
provement  of  the  9ubj^ct  before  u^;  but,  .as  I 
fear  I  have  already  trespassed  on. your  patienc^ 
I  shall  omit  it  fQf  iif^e  prc^sent.     , 


it     '   •  ' 


'  I  shall,  however,  take  the  liberty  of 'adding, 
that  {  have  beeri  thns  diiitise,  frorh-  the  full  con- 
viction, thai  alF  I  have  said  is  hnplieu  In  the  sub* 
^  •  i  ject. 
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ject  hefdm  WwA  subject,  as  importanlw  ever 
employed  tbeisong  or  angel,  or  the  tongue  of 
m^n  And  I  have  ap^iiai  U  to  our  present  »*- 
tuation^  because  I  ^  convrnced  it  W 19^  doty, 
Vhen  ihfi  ^t  of  tlie  ignorant  and  the  amxple  i^ 
poigoned;ibjr.  falsehood,  and  their  hearts  envc 
lK)niedJt>/  maUciMB  insinnations-rWhen  the 
oppressed  catholic  is  ^nflained  against  the  prea- 
byterian,  as  the  enemy  of  his  rights,  and  oppo- 
»r  0f  hid  dafrfis ;  and  the  credulous  presbyte- 
Han  is  maide  to  fear  tW  his  throat  is  abrait  to  be 
cut  by  the  hamiiess  catholic  with  \rhom  lie  has 
lived  in  the  habit*  of  intimacy  laind  goodwiU, 
*>oto  bid  iflrflieit'infaticy —when  the  pirbKc  con- 
^etice  IS  acttridly  destroyed,  by  the  groundless 
OBtk^ry,  **;thartbeJ>uWicpeacei8m  danger;''  1 


Bat. believe  met  my  brethren^  the  poMic 
.peaoq,  ahd  th^ public  pur$ti.  a#e  m  mote  ilanger 
fnMi  thosi  who  originate. 8ix;h  alsmne,  ihaa 
-ftom  ^^Ithe  catkvtiis  in  the  kingdom  put  together. 
.Who  are^hay^^l  wiU  lellyott,  ia  few  wonifi^ 
•who  they  affe  -^They  are  the  official  heirs  and 
successors  of  the  very  men,  who,  less  than  ninety 
years  ago^  represented  to  queen  Anne,  tliat^  our 
.:for€ralti(ers*  were  enemies,  to  hei-  government^ 
and  a!  dealil  weigiyt  on  theij'  interests ^  that  al- 
iowing  tliem  the  rights  of  mpb,  tauX  the  benefit^ 
of  the  constitution,  >vouId  destrdy  both  church 
and  statt;^  .  aii4  who  procured  by  thf  ir  outrage- 
pqs  clfuaqur,  the  con tfn nance  pf  the .  infan^oua 
.lett*net>  which  excluded  the  pcesbyteriaus  from 

.       every 
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every  trust,  honor,  and  office  of  the  sta^, 
tbove  that  of  a  petty  constable.  At  thai  period^ 
every  calamny  was  levelled  against  theoi  wjiicb 
H  now  pointed  at  the  catholics;  and  every 
alarm  sounded,  which  now  disturbs  the  pub* 
tic  mtnd.  And  all  this  was  done  by  a  faction^ 
Ivbich  now  arrogates  the  Iqfijf  title  of  ascefidency 
-—by  the  placemen  and  pensioners  of  the  day--« 
by  corrupt  corporations,  and  a  numerous  body, 
whose  office  is  so  venerable,  and  name  so  sa- 
cred, that  it  would  be  deemed  impiety  to  men- 
tion them :  with  a  venal  train  of  sycophants 
and  esqpectants,  gaping  for  the  spoils  of  the  pub« 
lie. 

Let  me  now  ask  you ;  were  the  representatJv 
ons  of  these  men  founded  in  frath  ?«-^Ye  know 
they  were  not !  And  I  now  tell  you,  that  the 
reports  so  industriously  circulated,  of  danger 
from  the  catholics,  with  which  the  weak  and  the 
Ignorant  are  atarn^ed  and  terrified,  are  equally- 
false!  They  are  worse  than  false««»they  are  in* 
sidious ;  They  are  circulated,  not  only  with  a 
view  to  inflame  your  minds  against  your  bre- 
Ihren,  bat  to  divert  you  from  snseking— humbly 
and  constitutionally  seeking*— that  reform  of 
government,  which  would  deprive  their  authors 
of  the  spoils  of  oppression;  but  would  raise 
your  country  to  prosperity  and  happiness!—* 
A  reform,  without  which  the  catholics  must 
continue  slaves  in  their  native  land ;  and  ye—* 
even  the  proudest  mtang  yau^h^M^  nothing  left 

i!2  to 
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to  boa$t;.oC,  but  the  axclusivie  honor  of  Mng* 
,drren  to 0iarfcet once  in  ^€ven y^afs,  aad  liayWkf 
youc  honor,  your  uaderatanding,  yoUr  coRsei- 
^nce^  laad  your  aUagiafice  to  your  country, 
w^h  ongibt  to  he  3«iei»ed»  puMickly  disposed of> 
by  yottr  lordly  itiasters:  while  yoilr  dd«6F9  are 
goaded  on  by  Aom^  more  4>oweffal  ckpetideat 
on  a  foreign  i&floence,  whieh  behind  the  (mr- 
tain  of  state,  manbges  tlie  sprmgs  of  your  poU- 
tical  puppet-show. 

To  acComplidh  this,  national  jfealpusy,   dis- 
trust  tod  division  are  absolutely  necessary:  and 
all  these  rumours  are  forged  and  circurated  to 
excite  and  diffuse  them.     Treat  such  therefore, 
with  cofiieanpt.     Let  them  ntH  blind  your  fin- 
der^ttindhig,  bias^  your  judgment,'  or  }Corr«pt 
yoAir  hearts,  so  as  to  inffame  you  ^a^Mjb  kvce^ 
threo^  who  desijre  to  be  united  with  you,  in  or- 
der to  sweU  tjiat  vofioe^   with  which  ye  rn^f 
dismaud  your  lOi^g  vi6lated  rightB  and  libertiea. 
Union  is,  not  obly  die  bond  of  peace,,  but  tbe 
foundation  of  powtsr,  ppoaperky,  and  b^ppioeM  s 
and  union  can  have  no  |>lace  between  the|>erM- 
cutor  atkd  the  persecOted,   i^  ^pppec^or-  Mid 
the  oppressed,  the  tyrant  abd  the  islav^»    JLefc 
these  distinctions  then  be  dotie  away ;  ^umI  ^he 
e?ils  of  which  ^e  complain  will .  vanish  witb 
them.    Say  y^,  with  the.  ftrm»  bat  respectful 
toneof  fyee^born^bjects* ''  tliey  should  be  doiie 
away,  and  tbe  blessings  of  ^vernmiant  e;{;itende4 
to  all  with  equal  faluid/'  Tbis^  «8  J^  t^ofo^  to  prav:^ 


^p  {ft  fotureoMraskni,  it  is  my  Smty  to  iiic^1(>aie, 
and  yours  to  do- ,  At  present  I  shdl  only  inen-^ 
tion,  that  the  relief  to  which  it  points,  is  the 
will  of, God  ;  and,  as  we  have  devoted  this  4ay^ 
to  religion,  tlwt  it  atone  can  render  the  services* 
of  religion  acceptable  tohim,     *•  Is  not  this  tbe^ 
feM  that  I  have  chosen/'  saith  the  Lord, Z*^  to* 
loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  bea- 
▼y  burthens,  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  and 
break  everj'^yoke?  If  thou  put  away  from  the^ 
midst  of  thee  the  yoke,  the  putting  forth  of  the^ 
finger,  and  speaking  vanity :  then  shalliby  Tight' 
break  forth  as  the  mbrning,  and  thine  health 
shall  sprtng  forth  speedily ;  and  thy  ri^hteous-r^* 
Bess  ^yn\{  go  before  thee ;  the  glory  of  the  Lord' 
rtajl  ^Btther  thee  up.    The.n  shalt  thou  call,  and 
tile  Lord  srhati  answer :   Thoo  shalt  cry,  and  he, 
Tv?H  say,  hei:e  I  am." 


*  ■» 


Let  these  bands  6f  wickedness  Jiien  T)e  bro- 
kenly v^bicii  bind  down  ourt^^tholic  brethren  tt>*' 
contempt,;  s|arery,  awd.  wretcbedness-i^Let 
their  heavy  burthens  be  undone,  and  their  yoke 
broken  :  then  shall  the  light  of  our  prosperity 
break  forth  as  Uie  morning;  the  blessing  of  God 
shall  unite  us  as  brethren ;  and  we  will  have 
cause,  as  far  as  our  country  is  concerned,  to  ce- 
lebrate the  accomplishment  of  that  happy  revo- 
lution, which  angels  sung,  in  prospect  only  : 
•«  Glory  to  God,  among  the  highest— on  earth 
peace-^goodwill  among  mea/^ 

Preached 
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,  Prittched  to  the  presbyteriaii  cofi8;regaftion  of 
Portaferry,  December  25,  1792. 

N.  B.  The  specimens  of  reports,  &c.  which' 
(his  sennoii  presents,  afford  suf&cient  evidenoe 
of   llie  vileness,.  villainy,    and  cruelty,    of  the 
alarmists  of  the  day;  and  the  conseqoent  dan-* 
ger  of  interferinpr  witli  them.    Yet  these  reports 
are  but  a  sipecioieQ  of  the  least  alarming  and 
dangerous  rumors.    On  several  occasions,  the 
Presbyterians  and  catholics  were  alternately  ter- 
rified with  the  apprehension  of  being  mufther^ 
ed,  in  their  b^ds,  by  each  other,  to  such  ade- 
gree  that  tn^ny   spent  sleepless  nights   in  the 
fields.     Written  papers  ot    the  most  atrociojas 
tendency,  were  also  pasted  .on  the  doors,    ot 
thrown  into  the  yards  of  chapels  and  meeting*, 
houses,  on  nights  between  Saturday  and  Sun* 
day.    One  of  these,  found  in  the  chapel-yard, 
near  Portaferry,  about  this  .time,  and  traced  to 
aA  origin,  not  catholic^  I  have  in  my  possession, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  correct  copy. 


•  - 
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TO  THE  CATHOLICS 

or  TBK 

BARONY  OP  ARDS. 

Gentlemen^ 

I  have  been  for  ttiese  some  years  a  ihatI 
attetttive  observer  of  tlie  opiniofis  and  actions  of 
the  protestants  of  (his  our  kingdom  towards  us,  and 
J  think' I  am  a  perfect  master  of  our  history-^  for 
thesiS  reasons  I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  my  ad* 
we  to  you,  arsd  lean  zvith  truth  assert  U  is  the  ad* 
vice  of  a  man  whose  forefathers  bled  most  freely  in 
.i>ur  cai^ses  ^iuL  although  I  have  lost  by  the  fate  of 
9par,  thfir  largie  estates,  yet  I  have  not  lost  the 
feelings  qf  their  hearts  or  their  atlmhment  to  our 
holy  religion^^the  advice  I  intend  to  give  you  zoUl 
M.  short,  hut  btfore  I  give  it  I  tviU  make  some  ob- 
sefvations  to  you,  the  truth  qf  xohich  I  drfy  any 
man  to  deny  ;  How  comes  it  that  tlie  presbyterians 
are  so  fond  qf  us  now^  or  raiher  appear  to  be  so 
fondqf  us '^because  they  want  to  betray  us-^king 
George  the  third,  whom  .God  Alm^hty  bless,  has 
been  to  us  the  best  friend  that  ever  sat  on  the 
throne  qf  England,  and  these  rotten  Itearted  pres- 
byterians zoant  us  to  join  them  and  assist  in  ruining 
him  qur  best  friend^  I  beg  of  you  to  look  at  the 
rziins  qf  our  forts  and  caslles  in  every  part  qf  the 
country  that  they  deluged  with  J/te  blood  of  our  fore- 
fathers, J  beg  if  you  to  remember  how  they  used 
their  king  and  us  •  when    they  were  in  power. 

Uemember 
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Remember  tlielwrrid  tf^tirdcrsqf  Island  Magee^ 

where  these  blood  thirsty  presbyterians  spared  nei^ 

titer  marii   woman,  or  child,  and  tlien  think  on 

their  impudence  to  come  and  insult  us  with  offers  qf 

friendship — tan  there  be  a  man  amongst  us  so  fool-- 

ish  as  to  be  duped  by  such  offer Sj  can  there  be  a 

man  amongst  us  so  forgetful  of  his  religion  as  to 

•  accept  of  them  f  ifttkcrt  is,  I  beg  of  lUm  to  take 

one  steady  look  at  that  hypocritical  villain  Dixon, 

and  if  the  blood  of  a  true  catholic  runs  in  his 

veins,  his  heart  wilt  instantly  teH  him,  ihat  su^i 

another  black  mouthed  presbyter ian  was  the  fmir* 

'dererqf  his  grandfather,  and  instead  of  fr tend-- 

ship  With  a  vUlain  let  revenge  be  the  grand  object 

'  of  your  li/e :- we  have  now  a  double  reason  f0t  re^ 

'  venge,  first  to  revenge  our  king  that  they  want  us 

to  assist  them  in  (iestroying,  who  nas  been  ah6t^ 

our  best  frieOd,  for  which  Reason  they  hate  him, 

and  secondly  to  rcoenge  ourselves  on  the  oidy  stet 

of  protestants  that  hape  ever  been  our  real  tne- 

inies,^^^ome  amongst  you  may  not  be  acquainied 

with  history,  but  aU  of  you  mttst  have  heard  of  0r 

felt  the  cruelties  of  the  break  of  day  boys,  voho 

z^re  they^-^tkey  were  rank  presbytef ions  i  when, 

our  defenders  stood  fortli  and  protectM  ns,  they 

(presbyterians)  fie  A  ^nd  durst  lidt  meet  ni  in  (he 

field-^nffOi)  when  they  dare  not  meet  m  as  break  of 

day  boys^they  come  like  the  hypocritical  Dixon^ 

the  black  hearted  Cochran,  Vie  smooth  'insidious 

SinclatCi  or  that  double  faced  mountebank  For-- 

ier,  to  offer  us  theirfriendship.   Heaved!  aretue^ 

so  lost  to  every  honoupoble  feeing  its  to  have  any 

kind 
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anc!  liberality,  on  rcvrewing  which,  their accom" 
plished  and  capable  calumtitators  should  blusli, 
and  hide  their  heads. 

However,  my  friends,  this  charge  of  Catholic 
ignorance  and  incapacity  is  only  for  your  ears. 
The  same  lips  convey  to  them  a  different  tale. 
They  are  told,  with  great  affection  and  regret^ 
'^  that  their  abilities  and  their  merits  are  wett 
known  ;  and  that  they  ought  to  share  the  bene- 
fits of  the  constitution  in  common  with  their 
brethren  ;  but  that  such  is  the  ignorance,  bigo» 
try,  and  illiherality  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
protestants,  that  nothing  can  be  done  for  the 
catholics,  without  olTending  them^^ 

Now,  who  constitute  this  great  majority  of 
protesitaots,  meant  by  them,,  not  only  in  Ulster^ 
but  in  Ireland  ?  Presbyterians  !  Are  ye  presby- 
terians  then,  such  ignoranty  bigotted^  and  illiberal 
wretches^  as  those  double-tongued  tattlers,  first 
attempt  to  makCy  and  afterlvards  represent  you  > 
With  you  it  lies^  either  to  justify  or  refute  the 
charge.  And  be  assured^,  such  charge  lies 
against  you.  I  speak  not  on  the  authority  of 
idle  runK)r.  It  has  been  made  in  my  own  hear- 
ing, again  and  again. 

As  the  tale  I  have  mentioned.'" Is  addressed  to 
your  foUy^  I  shall  now  take  notice  of  one'  ad- 
dressed to  your  fears.  Ye  are  told,  that  *^  the 
catholics  are  combining  against  you,  medita* 
ting  the  overthrow  of  bur  iiappy  constituttoiH 
and  preparing  to  tmbroil  the  uation  ia  war/' 


MMiiMa«B 


SERMON    m. 


Tim,  II.  S.  IC.  17,     All  scriphtre  ts  given  by  inspiration  pf 
God,  and  t>  profitahfc  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correC" 
ms,  for  instruction  in  fighteousneu  ;  tkni  tkevion^qf  God 
may  bcpafect,  thoroughly  furnished  taUoaU  good  toorks. 


T, 


HAT  all  scripture  was  given  by  inspiration 
of  God,  we  firmly  believe.     That  it  became  ne- 

*  cessary,  from  the  degeneracy  of  man  into  igno- 
raoce,  error,  and  srn  ;  that  its  design  was  to 
teach,  reprove;  correct,  and  instruct  him  io 
righteousness  ;  and  that  it  contains  a  perfect 

*  sj^stem  of  precepts,  the  bbserraace  of  whicb 
would  secure  his  happiness  here,  and  lead  him 
to  happiness  hereafter,  \ve  cannot  deny.  ' 

In  these  particulars  the  christian  world  is  near- 

*  ly  agreed:  an4  protestants  have  universally 
pleaded  for,  and  supported,  the  principle^ 
*<  that  the  bible  is  the  only  infallible  rule^  both 
of  faith  and  practice/' 

This  principle  necessarily  implies,  that  the 
doctrines  and  precepts  of  the  bible  extend  to, 
and  comprehend,   every  part  of  human,  duty, 

and 
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and  every  relation  from  which  it  arises^  and 
consequently,  that  its  principles,  reproofs,  and 
instructions,  should  be  applied  for  the  correc- 
tion of  every  error,  and  every  sin,  which  may 
lead  nian  astray,  or  impair  that  happiness,  to 
which  wisdom  is  the  guide,  and  of  which  virtue 
is  the  parent,  and  religion  the  guardian. 

This  is  80  plain,  that  it  cannot  be  disputed ; 
and  from  it  another  consequence  directly  foK 
lows.  This  is,  that  the  more  enormous  any  sin 
is  in  itself,  destructive  in  its  tendency,  or  ex- 
tensive in  its  effects,  the  more  it  ought  to  be  ex* 
poised  by  the  doctrines,  and  checked  by  the 
reproofs  and  corrections,  of  religion. 

In  these  principles  and  consequences,  consi* 
dered  as  abstract  propositions,  we  are  all  agreed. 
Yet  such  is  the  perverseness  of  Tnan*«such  the 
partial  att^bment  of  every  individual  to  his 
own  prejudices,  passions,  and  pursuits,  that  he 
thiqks  they  should  be  exempted  from  an  univer-' 
sal  law,  and  the  denunciations  of  religion  leVeN' 
led  against  these  sins  only,  fron^  which  he  is 
free. 

f'his  partiality,  if  indulged,  would  put  an 
end  tp  all  reproof,  correction,  and  instruction 
in  righteousness  ^  reduce  the  scriptures,  though 
given  by  inspiration,  tqan  empty  name;  and 
leave  iniquity  tq  range  without  restraint.  Nay ! 
it  would  leave  the  Mvereignty  of  God,  over 

•k  2  the 
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the  conscience  and  ooncluct  of  men,  without  -an 
aHvbcate^  and  remove  all  opposition  to  the  in- 
crease'and  perpetuity  of  Satan's  kingdom.  For 
so  far  as  iniquity,  of  any  kind,  is  suffered  to 
pass  unnoticed,  urireproved,  and  uncorrected^-^ 
so  far  is  the  end  of  revelatioa  defeated,  the 
cause  of  Hearen  abandoned/  and  the  usurpa- 
tions of  Satan,  liot  only  tolerated,  but  encou« 
raged. 

T      OvV      ^    .  .... 

Hence,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ministers  of  re- 
ligion, as  watchmen  of  souls,  stewards  of  .the 
manifold  grace  of  God,  and  guardians  of  truth 
and  righteousness,  to  observe  .errors  and  jniqai- 
ties  as  they  rise;  to  expose  them  in  their  des- 
tructive tendencies  ;  to  display  their  enormity 
and  guilt;  and  to  reprove  and  correct  tiiem 
with  freedom  and  boldness.  The  commissions ' 
to  the  propbiet3  are  one  continued  proof  of  this ; 
and  the  language  of  the  apostle  Paul  is,  **  preach 
the  word  ;  be  instant,  in  season^  out  of  swson; 
exhort  and  reprove,  with  long-sufftring^  and 
doctrine  ;  ^atid  rebuke  with  all  authority .'> 

That  this  preaching,  exhortation,  and  re-, 
proof  should  extend  to  every  sin,  and  every 
transgression  of  the  liaw  of  God,  can  hot  be  de- 
nied.  And  that  no  rank,  •  order,  or  office  of 
men,  is  exempted  from,  or  placed  ftbove,  tfcem, 
I  shall  afterwards. proves  iiot  by  ddubtfdl  dispti- 
tations,  but  the  decisive  testimony  of  theworrf 

of  God,  and  the  facts  itrecit^j?. 

• 

To 


To  an  attentive'*  niind  it  must'  appear  surpriz-- 
ing  that  such  proof  should  be  liecejsary;    as* 
the  very  supposition,  that  any 'man  is  above  the* 
reproof  and  correction  of  religidn,  or  any  action* 
beyond  their  reach,  irtl plies,  tliat  such  man  \s 
above  the  authority  of  God,  and  such  action  be*  * 
yorid  the  controul  of  his  law^.     Yet>  that  such* 
proof  is  necessary^  we  cannot  doubt,  while  the' 
interference  of  religion  and  itS: minister^  is  bolfl- 
ly  condemned,  in  the  most  important  concernSJ^ 
not  only  of  life,  but  of  truth  and  justice.     These 
*re,  where  the  duties  of  men,  uoited  in  soci-^ 
ety,  and  placed  in  the  relations  of  governors  and 
governed^  magistrates  and  people^ '  come  under 
consideration.  Though  all  allow  that  the  per-' 
sonal  duties  of  temperance,  sobriety,  and  chas- 
tity — that  xnutual  love,   fidelity,   and  order  in 
faniilies— and  even  justice,  truth«  moderation, 
friendship,  charity,  and  peace,  in  a  town  or 
lieighbourhopd,   should  be  recommended   andf 
enforced,  under  the  sanctions  of  religion;  a*na 
every  violation  of  them  exposed,  reproved,  and! 
execrated,    with  all  the  terrors  of  damnation, 
though  their  effects  are  confined  to  individuals, 
or  extend  only  to  a  few  families;  yet,  when 
power  is  abused  by  governors,  and  those  who 
act  under  them  to  the  purposes  of  partiality, 
oppression,    rapine,   corruption,   and  violence,^ 
till  whole  nations  are  distracted,  plundered,  and 
-  enslaved ;  and  every  right  of  man  presumptuous- 
ly trampled  under  foot;  the  abettors  of  slavery 
and  corruption  maintain,   that  religfon  should 

stand 
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stand  by,  as  an  idle  spectator ;  and  that  all  her 
exhortations,  reproofs^  and  instr^ictions  in  righ- 
teottsness»  should  be  buried  in  slavish  silence. 
In  other  words  that  religion  and  her  ministers 
have  no  concern,  either  with  the  duties  or  inte- 
rests of  men,  as  members  of  a  state ;  nor  any 
jigbt  to  interfere  with  the  conduct  of  rulers,  and . 
the  affairs  of  nations. 

Groundless  and  absurd  as  this  position  is, 
when  applied  to  that  religion,  of  which  God  is 
the  author,  and  the  Bible  the  statute-book ;  it 
must  be  admitted,  as  resting  on  something  like 
solidity,  in  respect  to  political  religious  esta- 
blishments, created,  protected,  and  supported 
by  states.  Ofthe:$e;  kings  are  the  head,  policy 
the  only  principle,  and  political  influence  the 
end.  For  such,  therefore,  to  claim  authority 
aver  rulers;  or  their  ntiinisters  to  expose  re- 
prove, or  correct,  the  corruptions,  usurpations, 
or  profligacy,  of  governments,  would  be  unpar- 
cionable  presuptiption,  and  political  blasphemy. 
Shall  the  creature  sav  to  the  Creator,  *'  I  have 
power  over  thee;  thy  ways  are  evil,  and  thy 
doings  unjust?"  No,  surely!  or  shall  the  priests 
and  the  levites,  who  minister  in  the  tabernacle 
of  the  state,  and  xoax  fat  on  the  sacrifices  of  the 
people's  substance  around  its  altars,  lift  up 
their  voice  against  the  oppressions,  which  raise 
them  to  seats  among  the  princes  of  the  land? 
This  never  has  been  the  case— nor  can  it  ever  be 
supposed  possible,  till  principle  become  stronger 

than 
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fhan  polky^  and  religion  be  xtf&Hted  fimtk  ike  tMun 
drudgery  of  a  poUticid .  engine*  .  Tirll  tbi»  period 

,  Rhall  arrive^  th^  viuioe  of  thf  prieathood  wilt 
be  tbe  echo  of  tfaa  prince— ^his  will. their  fA- 

,  giop — his  pow^  the  object  of  their  slavish  ve« 
Deration— ^andthemeasorea of  ggveri^ment  will 
be  the  standard  of  devotiots..  ..The.  father  of 

•  mercies  will,  be  solicited,  in  firescribed  fvrms,  to 

.  become  partoier  with  tl>e  opptressor,  the  plun- 
derer, and  the  ^si^assin,  of  nations;  and  when 
iniquity,  rapine,  and  bloodshed  prosper,  Hea- 

;  veo's  lofty  arch  will  resound  with  impious  thanks^ 
givings,  and  blaphemous^  praise. 

All  this  is  natural  and  consistent.  As  admir- 
ers of  consistency  in  others,  let  us,  therefore, 
examine  the  religion,  not  of  the  stalCy  but  of  the 
bible,  that  we  may  see  what  it  teaches,  and 
what  consistency  requires  oi  us  ^ho  prof  ess  ^  tx^ 
believe  it. 

That  it  considers  all  men,  and  of  every  rankj 
as  subject  to  its  control--  that  it  directs  lis  pre- 
cepts to  ^//;  and  that  it  censt^res  the  violation 
of  these  in  all,  whether  princes,  priests,  or  p^o- 
pie,  I  now  assert,  and  shall  endeavour  to  prove, 
not  by  doubtful  disputation,  but  as  aUeady 
mentioned,  by  the  decisive  testimony  of  tite  word 
.   of  God,  and  lite  facts  which  it  recites. 

The  first  fact  to  be  adduced  is  so  extensive 
that  it  could  not  be  compressed  into  the  bounds 

of 
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•«f  aaeroion.     That  is,  that  the  great  bodr  of 

'  tAieidibleis  aknost  eniirtAy  paHtieaL    Of  this, 

'the  pf^plielic. writings,  from  beginmag  to  end, 
Me  one  contiimed-te^tintooy;  Tiiey  scarceiy 
contain  a  dingle  exliortation^  precept>  promise^ 
or  ilireat,  addr^essed  to  men,  as  ittdi^iduals,  or 

'  members  of  a  famity ;  hut  ^^  s4aiest,  or  nations. 

t  And,  nrlienerer  they  descend  .lO' particulars,  it 
is  t<>  denounce  Jthe  tyranny-  of  Ic^ings,  the  cor- 

'rop4i6n  of  governments,  and  t\\e  unprincipled 

-conuiv^ance  and  rapacity  of  priestsand  prophets. 

•:This  is  so V|)lain,  that  any  nmn  who  has  read 
them,  if  not  rrnrte  tfian  half  Mskep^  contd  uot 
avoid  seeing  it.  .  To  .them,  therefore, , teA^  can 
ready  T  Seriously  recQmme.nd  them.     And  if  my 

'  recomniehdat'ioq  be  attended  tQ,  I  ^m  sure  the 
profit  will  more  than  repay  the  trouble ;  aijd  the 
fact,  whicfi  I  ha,ye  mentioned^  will  appear  ua- 

'  deniable. 

The  next  ,fact  is,  that  the  bible  intecferes 
with  affairs  of  gpverpm'ent,  by  the  pxecepts 
which  it  gives  for  directing  the  conduct  both  of 
magistrates  and  people,  governors  and  govern- 
ed,   in  the  dtscharge  of  their  political  du(ies« 
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jIn  proving  this  fact,  I  shall  present  you  only 
with  ^the  language  of  the  bible  j  after  one  very 
short  observation  respecting  a  cnstonij*  in  it  al- 
Juded  to.  .  . 

In  early  stages  of  society,  magistrates  are  ge-. 
nerally  denominated,  "  the  elders,  or  ancients 

of 
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of  the  people ;"  because,  before  writing  became 
general,  and  regular  forms  of  Education  were 
"introduced,  old  men,   whose  wisdom  was  ma- 
"iured  by  experience,  universally  acted  in  that 
important  character.     And,  that  justice  might 
be  speedily  administered  in  every  city,  which 
was,  in  itself  a  distmct  state,  they  sat  in  the 
jgtites,  from  morning  till  itight,  to  dispense  it  to 
all,  who  went  out  and  came  in.     Hence  every 
^fe^ept  in  the  bible,  commanding  tl\e  ^^  execu- 
tion of  judgment  and  justice  in  the  gates/*  is  to 
be  considered,  as  excluswely  directed  te  the  go* 
yernors  and  rulers  of  the  people. 

By  this  observation,  ye  are  to  examine  and 
judge  of  the  precepts  and  remarks  which  follow* 

^  Rob  not  the  poor,  because  he  is  poor ;  nei- 
ther oppress  the  afflicted  in  the  gale.  For  the 
Lord  will  plead  their  cause,  and  sfioil  the  soul  of 
those  who  spoiled  them.  Take  away  the  wick- 
ed from  before  the  king,  and  his  throne  shall 
be  established  in  righteousness.  As  a  roaring 
lioUj  an$l  a  ranging  bear,  so  is  a  wicked  ruler 
over  the  poor  people.  The  prince,  who  want- 
eth  understanding,  is  also  a  great  oppressor. 
The  king,  by  righteousness',  establisheth  the 
land;  but  he,  who receiveth  gifts,  overthroweth 
it.  Scornful  men  bring  a  state  into  a  snare;  but  . 
wise  men  turn  away  wrath.  If  a  ruler  hearken 
to  lies,  all  his  servants  will  be  wicked.  The 
king,    who  faithfully    judgeii  the   poor,    h'w 
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throne  shall  be  established  for  ever.  Open  thjr 
mouth,  and  judge  righteously,  and  plead  the 
cause  of  the  poor  and  needy*  Judges  and 
officers  shatt  thou  make  thee,  in  all  thy  gjotes, 
throughout  thy  tribes ;  and  they  shall  judge  the 
people  with  just  judgment.  Thou  shalt  not 
wrest  judgment;  thou  shalt  not  respect  persons^ 
neither  take  a  gift.  For  a  gift  doth  bUnd  the 
eyes  of  the  wise,  and  pervert  the  words  of  the 
righteous.  That  which  is  altogether  just  thou 
shalt  follow,  that  thou  may  est  live,  and  inherit  the 
land,  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee." 

"  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  ruTers  h 
Give  ear  unto  the  law  of  the  Lord,  ye  people  ! 
Learn  to  do  well,  seek  judgment,  relieve  the 
oppressed.  Execute  t?me  judgment,  and  shew 
mercy  and  compassion^  ewry  man  to  hk  bro^^ 
ther,  and  oppress  not  the  stranger,  nor  the 
poor,  and  let  none  6f  you  imagine  evil  in  his 
heart  against  his  brother.  Speak  ye  the  truth, 
every  msvn  to  his  neighbour,  and  execute  the 
judgment  of  peace  and  truth  in  your  gates." 

These  are  a  few  of  tlie  general  instructions  of 
the  bible,  which  shew  that  religion  prescribes 
the  duty  of  princes,  as  well  as  of  the  people. 
And  from  them  we  might  safely  conclude,  that 
her  autliority,  and  the  duty  of  her  teachers,  extend 
to  both.  However,  we  shall  next  see,  that  this 
conclusion  does  not  rest  on  general  precepts-and 
remarks;  hut  that  the  bible  is  prescribed  by 

Gad 
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God  himself,  as  the  standard  by  wliich  kings  are 
to  rule,  and  princes  governs  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  teachers  of  religion,  where  her  prm- 
qp/e^  are  set  aside,  and  her  pncepts'  violated,  to 
*5  reprove,  correct^  and  instruct  in  righteous- 
^^nflss." 

The  first  part  of  this  position  requires  only 
one  passage  to  establish  it  immoveably.  "  When 
thou  art  come  into  the  land,  which  the  Lord 
thy  God  giveth  thee,  and  shalt  possess  it,  and 
shalt  dwell  therein,  and  shalt  say,  I  will  set  a 
king  over  me,  like  all  the  nations  which  are 
about  me.  It  shall  be,  when  he  sitteth  upon 
the  throne  of  his  kingdom,  that  he  shall  write 
Kim  a  copy  of  this  law  in  a  book,  out  of  that 
which  is  before  the  priests  the  Levitts.  And  it 
shall  be  with  him,  anct  he  shall  read  therein  all 
the  days  of  his  life;  that  he  may  learn  to  fear 
the  Lord  his  God,  to  keep  all  the  words  of  this 
law  and  these  statutes^  to  do  thjem— That  his 
heart' be  not  lifted  up  above  his  ^brethren,  and  that 
he  turn  not  aside  from  the  commandment,  to  the 
rigid  hand,  or  to.  the  left :  to  the  end  that  he 
ihay  prolong  his  days  in  his  kingdoo).'' 

As  this  passage  is  perfectly  decisive,  and  es- 
tablishes  beyond  a  doubt,  the  authority  of  the 
law  of  God  over  kings  and  governments;  we 
shall  now  take  notice  of  some  others,  which 
enjoin  the  teachers  of  religion  to  reprove  and 
correct  their  departure  from  its  principles  of 
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eternal  and  immutable  justice;  9,nd  display  the 
integrity,  freedom  and  boldness  with  which  they 
discharged  their  duty. 

To  this  purpose,  the  commission  given  to 
Jeremiah  is  perfectly  in  point.  **  Gird  up  thy 
loins,  and  arise,  jind  speak  unto  them  all  that 
I  command  thee:  Be  not  dismayed  at  their 
fares,  le^t  I  confound  thee  before  them.  For 
behold !  I  have  made  thee  this  day  a  defenced 
city,  and  an  iron  pillar  and  brazen  Walls,  against 
the  whole  land,  against  the  kings  of  Judah^ 
against  the  princes  thereof,  against  the  priests 
thereof,  and  against  the  people  of  the  land.  And. 
they  shall  fight  against  thee,  but  shall  not  pre* 
vail ',  for  I  am  with  thee,  saith  the  Lord,  to  de« 
liver  thee." 

The  commission  to. Isaiah  is  perfectly  similar : 
*<  Cry  aloud,  spare  not;  lift  up  thy  voice  like 
a  trumpet,  and  shew  my  people  their  transgres- 
sions, and  the  house  of  Jacob  (the  rulers  of  the 
people)  their  sins." 

Ezekiel  was  sent  to  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt, 
with  denunciations  against  his  pride,  oppres- 
sion, and  cruelty :  And  the  following  w^  his 
message  to  the  rulers  of  Tyre:  "  Son  of  man,, 
say  unto  the  prince  of  Tyrus,  thus  saith  the 
Lord  God,  because  thine  heart  is  lifted  up,  and 
thou  hast  said,  I  am  a  God,  and  set  thine  heart 
as  the  heart  of  God,  and  hast  defiled  thy  sane* 
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taaries  by. the  multitude  of  thine  iniquities; 
therefore^  I  will  bring  forth  a  fire  frpm  the  midst 
of  thee:  it  shall  devour  thee:  and.!  will  bring; . 
thee  to  ashes  upon  the  earth,  in  sight  of  all  them 
that^behold  the^/' 

• 

The  commissions  of  the  other  prophets  are 
expressed  in  like  terms,  and  uniformly  point  to 
the.  same  objects :  and  the  following  passages, 
among  a  multitude,  demonstrate  the  honesty 
apd  boldness^  with  which  they  discharged  their 
duty.  • 

*'  How  is  the  faithful  city  become  a  harlot?  * 
Righteousness  lodged  in  it,  but  now  murderers: 
Thy  princes  are  become  rebellious,  and  com- 
panions  of  thieves :  Every  one  loveth  gifts*  and 
followeth  after  rewards/' 

As  'for  my  people,  childfen  are  their  op* 
pressors,  and  women  rule  over  them.  O  my 
people,  they,  wh&  lead  tltee  cause  thee  to  err, 
and  destroy  the  way  of  thy  paths.  The  Lord 
will  enter  into  judgment  with  the  rulers  of  his 
people,  and  the  princes  thereof:  for  ye  have 
eaten  up  the  vineyard ;  the  spoil  qf  the  poor  is  in 
your  houses.  Wfiat  mean  ye^  that  ye  heat  my 
people  to  pieces  J  and  grind  the  faces  qf  the  poor  .^" 

**  Wo  onto^  them  whis  decree  unrighteous  de^- 
crtes^  and  write  gripjousness  which  they  have 
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prescribed !  id  turn  aside  th^  lieedy  from  judg^ 
tnehty  and  tb  take  away  the  right  from  the  poor 
,qf  my peopleV 

*^  Surely  the  princes  are  become  foolish !  the 
counsel  of  the  wi^e  counsellors  of  Pharoah  is  be- 
come brutish ! 

Wherefore  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye 
scornful  meriy  who  rule  this  people,  which  is  in 
Jerusalem:  becapse  ye  have  said,  we  have 
made  a  covenant  with  death,  and  with  hell 
are  we  at  agreement:  When  the  overflowing 
scourge  shall  pass  through,  it  shall  not  come 
unto  usi  for  we  have  niade  lies  our  refuge^ 
and  under  falseJwod  have  we  hidden  ourselves. 
Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  judgment  will 
I  lay  to  the  line,  and  righteousness  to  the  plum- 
met, and  the  hail  shall  rswe^p  aw^ythe  refuge  qf 
lies,  and  the  waters  shall  overflow  the  hiding-r  • 
place.  Yoxxt  covenant  with  deaths  shall  be  ifiif* 
annulled^  and  your  agreement  with  ficll  shall  not 
stand.  When  the  overflowing  scourge  shall  pass 
through,  ye  shall  be  trodden  down.  For  this  is  , 
a  people  robbed  and  spoiled :  They  arefpr  a  pvey^ 
and  none  saithy  restored 

"  Among  my  people  are  wicked  men :  they  . 
lay  wait,    as  they  who  set  snares— 4hey  set  a 
trap— they  catch  men.     As  a  cage  is  full  of  birds, 
so  are  their  houses  full  of  deceit:    therefore, 
they  are  become  great  and  waxen  rich.     TJiey  are 
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waxen  fat '^ they  shine  I  Yea,  they  overpass  the 
deeds  of  the  wicked.  They  Judge  not  the  caus9 
of  the  fatherless^  yet  they  prosper;  and  the 
cause  of  the  nqcdy  do  they  not  judge.  These 
are  the  men  who  devise  mischief y  and  give  wicked 
€oiinsel  in  the  stale J^ 

"  Behold  the  princes  of  Israel !  every  one 
ivithin  thee  ..are  set  to  shed  blood.  In  the  midiilr 
of  thee  have  they  dealt  by  oppression.  In  the# 
are  men  who  carry  tales  to  shed  blood.  In 
thee  they  have  taken. gifts;  and  thou  hast  gree-> 
diiy  gained  of  thy  neighbours  by.  extortion. 
Thy  princes  are  like  wolves  ravening  for  prey. 
The  people  of  the  land  have  used  oppression^ 
and  exercised  robbery;  and  have  vexed  the 
poor  and  needy." 

"  Hear  this,  O  priests !  Hearken;  ye  house 
of  Israel !  and  give  ear,  O  house  of  the  king  t 
execute  judgment  in  the  gates." 

''  Hear  this,  ye  that  swallow  up  the  needy» 
even  to  make  the  poor  of  the  earth  fail.  Woe 
to  the  bloody  city  !  it  is  full  of  lies  and  robbery ; 
the  prey  departeth  not.  The  princes  within 
her,  are  roaring  lions:  her  judges  are  ravening 
wolves.  Spoiling  and  violence  are  before  me; 
and  there  are  that  raise  up  strife  and  contention. 
Therefore,  the  law  is  slacked,  and  judgment 
doth  never  go  forth,  for  the  wicked  doth  com- 
pass the  righteous.  The  prince  demandetb, 
and  the  judge  asketh  for  reward ;  and  the  great- 

man 
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man  uttereth  his  mischievous  desire:  so  they 
wrap  it  up  among  them  I  none  calleth  for  jus-- 
tice>  nor  any  pleadeth  for  truth.  They  trust 
in  vanity^  and  speak  lies.  They  conceive  mis- 
chief, atid  bring  forth  iniquity.  The  act  of 
violence  is  in  their  hands.  Their  feet  run  to 
^evil,  and  they  make  haste  to  shed  innocent 
biood.  Their  thoughts  are  thoughts  of  iniqui* 
ty  ^  vmsting  and  destruction  are  in  their  paths* 
The  way  of  peace  they  knovr  not  Therefore 
is  judgment  far  from  lis;  neither  doth  justice 
overtake  us.  We  wait  for  light,  but  behold, 
obscurity;  for  brightness,  but  we  walk  in  dark- 
ness. We  roar  ail  like  bears ;  and  mourn  sore 
like  doves:  We  look  for  judgment,  but  there  ia 
none— -for  deliverance,  but  it  is  far  from  us. 
Judgment  is  turned  away  backwards,  and  jus-* 
tjce  standeth  afar  off;  truth  is  fallen  in  the 
street,  and  equity  cannot  enter.  Yea,  truth 
failethj  and  he  who  departeth  from  evil,  is  ac* 
counted  mad.  And  the  Lord  saw  it ;  and  it  dis- 
pleased him  that  there  was  no  judgment  J* 

• 

The  scenes  exhibited  in  these  few  passages, 
are  equally  affecting  ahd  instructive.  They 
present  us  with  a  melancholy  picture  of  the  de^ 
pravity  of  rulers,  and  the  abuses  of  govern* 
ment :  and  at  the  same  time,  they  clearljr 
prove  both  the  right  and  duty  of  the  teachers  qf 
religion  to  reprove  their  tyranny,  oppression, 
and  cruelty ;  and  display  the  integrity  and 
boldness  with  which  that  duty  was  discharged. 

Taking 
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Taking  it  for  granted,  that  they  are  sufficient 
for  these  purposes,  I  shall  now  ^proceed  ond 
step  further,  and  sheve,  that  by  virtue  of  their 
office,  they  are  likewise  to  enforce  the  abolitiea 
of  these  oppriBssions,  penalties  and  pains,  which 
former  governments  have  inflicted,  and  still  con- 
tinue in  force.  ^ 

0 

* 

^'  Touching  the  house  of  the  king  of  Judah, 
say,  hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord,  O  house  of 
David;  thus  sal th  the  Lord,  execute  j udgment 
in  the  morning,  remove  your  e3cactions  from 
my  people,  and  deliver  him  that  is  spoiled  out  of 
tlie  hcinds  qf  the  oppressor ;  lest  my  fury  go  out 
like  fire,  and  burn  th^t  none  can  quench  it,  6ff« 
cause  of  the  evil  (f  your  doingf^    . 

*^  Thus  saith  the  Lord  go  down  to  the  king 
of  Judah  and  say;  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
O  king  of  J  udah,  thou^  and  thy  servants^  and 
thy  people  execute  judgment  and  righteousness^ 
and  deliver  the  spoiled  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
oppressor :  do  no  wrong,  nor  violence,  nor  shed 
innocent  blood/' 

These  sayings  were  addressed, .  not  to  the 
rulers  only,  but  to  tlie  people  also ;  plainly  shew- 
ing that  they  had  a  right,  and  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed ;  and 
on  the  hardest  supposition,  to  petition  for  their 
relief.  And  as  the  indolence  of  the  people^ 
and  the  fear  of  incurring  difficulues,  frequent- 
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]y  pravemt  their  doing  rights  and  induce  thein 
tO'pIead  tgnorance,  in  excuse  for  their  neglect, 
the  following  passage  may  be  quoted  with  great 
propriety.  *'  If  then  forbear  to  deliver  them 
that  affe  drttwii  unto  death,  and  those  that  are 
ready  tb'be  slain:  If  thou  say,  behold!  we 
knew  it  not :  doth  not  he,  who  knoweth  the 
heart,  consider  it:  And  he  who  keepetb  the 
soul,  doth  he  not  know  it?  And  shall  he  not 
render  to  evelry  one  according  to  his  deeds?" 

The  fdll^wing  exiamples  extend' farther  still— 
tli^y  g(^  to  prore  the  interference  of  the  teachers 
of  religion,  by  the  command  of  God,  not  only 
AvJth  th0'C*ndiictt)f  ruli^rinn'  fespect  to  the  peo- 
ple; bat  the  conduct  of  kings  and  kingdoms  to 
each  other.  - 

:  Rehoboam,  ^  having  raised  ah'  huiidred  and 
€frghty  thousand  men,  to  riiake  war  against  Je- 
roboam; to  whom  the  ten  tribeii  had  revolted, 
was  prevented  by  the  interference  of  Shemaiah  a 
prdphet; 

Three  years  afterwards,  Sliishak,  king  of 
E<rypt,  marched  against  Jerusalem,  with  a 
prodigious  army ;  and,  as  the  sacred  historian 
informs  us,  "  because  they  had  transgressed." 
Shemaiah  again  interposed,  and  charged  the  king 
and  princes  with  their  iniquities  ;  on  which  they 
reformed  and  Judah  was  saved  from  destnic* 
tion. 

Asa, 
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« 

Asa>  kingof  Jiidah,  bribed  Benhadftd  of  Sy<- 
ria  to  breakaleagad  with  the  king  of  Israel 
for  which  Hanani,  the  Seer,  severely  rebuked 
him^  and  charged  him  with  foolishness: . 

Jehoshapb^t,  king  of  Judah,  reproved  and 
instructed  by  Jehu  son  of  Hanani^  visited  htf 
kingdom,  reformed  his  government,  and  char? 
ged  the  judgeji'of  the  land  to  avoid  partiality 
and  oppression.  The  principle  on  which'  he 
enforced  the  charge,  deserves  particular  litteki- 
tion.  **  Take  heed"  says  he,  **  what  ye  do ;  for 
ye  judge,  not  far  than^  but  for  the  Lord,  who  Us 
present  tn  the  Judgment.*' 

Eliezer  reproved  Jehoshaphat^  for  joining 
with  Ahaziah,  king  of  Israel,  in  an  unjust  war 
against  Tarshish.  j        .  : 

Amaziah,  king  of  Judah,  hired  an  hundred 
thousandmercenaries,  for  which  he  paid  an  hun- 
dreci  talents  of  silver,  (about  36,000.1)  to  make 
war  against  the  Edomites :  but  on  the  remon- 
strance of  a  prophet,  he  dismissed  the  sangui:-^ 
nary  hirelings,  and  forfeited  the  money. 

And  when  Israel,  having  prevailed  over  Ju- 
dah in  an  oppressive  war,  took  two  hundred 
thousand  women  and  children  captives,  and 
purposed  to  keep  them  in  slavery  j  Oded,  a 
prophet  of  the  Lord,  thus  addressed  them : 
"  The  Lord  God  of  your  fathers  was  wroth  with 
Judah,    and  hath    delivered   them    into   your 

m  3  hands ; 
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hands ;  and  now  ye  propose  to  keep  under  the 
children  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem^  for  bond-men 
and  band-zvamen  unto  you«  Bat  are  there  not 
with  ymi,  even  with  yout  sins  against  the  Lord 
your  God.?  Now  hear  me,  therefore,  and  delt^ 
ver  up  the  captives  again,  which  ye  have  taken 
captive  of  your  brethren  i  for  tlie  fierce  wrath  of 
the  Lord  is  vpon  you** 

•  « 

The  princes  immediately  held  a  council^  and 
in  obedience  to  the  united  voice  of  religion  and 
humanity,  enforced  the  prophet's  words.  Their 
addresss  to  the  army  deserves  to  be  engraven 
on  every  heart.  "  They  said  unto  the  people^ 
ye  shall  not  bring  in  the  captives  hither;  for» 
whereas  we  have  offended  against  the  Lord  al- 
ready, ye  intend  to  add  to  our  sins  and  our 
trespass;  for  our  trespass  is  great,  and  there 
is  fierce  wrath  against  Israel."  Nor  are  the 
sensibility,  religion,  and  generosity  of  the  peo- 
ple less  remarkable.  They  instantly  sacrificed 
their  ambition  and  their  covetousness,  at  the 
shrine  of  humanity^  truth,  and  justice.  *^They 
released  the  captives  and  the  spoil,  before  the 
princes  and  all  the  congregation.  And  they 
rose  up  and  took  the  captives,  and  clothed  all 
that  were  naked  among  t/icm,  and  arrayed  them^ 
and  shod  tliem,  and  gave  them  to  eat  and  to  drink^ 
and  anointed  them,  and  carried  all  the  feeble  of 
them  upon  asses,  and  braugfU  them  to  Jericho,  to 
their  brethren  !  !  H 

Glorious 
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Glorious  men !  blessed  !  ever  blessed  be 
your  memory^  and  your  example  sacred!  But 
blush,  ye  pretended  disciples  of  a  qiercifQl  Jesus» 
equally  strangers  to  its  influence,  and  the  be« 
nign  spirit  of  yoiir  exalted  master !  who  rejoice 
in  the  slavery  of  you  brethren,  and  glory  in 
their  debasement!  Hicjieyour  heads,  ye  devo- 
ted minions  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  who 
pledge  yoiir  despicable  lives,  and  your  for- 
tunes, to  perpetuate  corrtiption,  and  entail 
wretchedness  on  generations  unborn ! 

But  I  forbear  the  reflections  Which  the  case 
suggests.  Let  us  confine  our  attention  to  the 
fact  which  it  goes  to  establish,  in  common  with 
the  others  which  I  have  quoted :  that  is,  "  that 
it  is  the  office  of  religion,  and  its  teachers,  to' 
expose,  reprove,  and  correct,  the  partiality, 
oppression,  and  tyranny,  of  rulers;  and  even 
the  unprincipled  combinations,  and  iniquitous 
transactionsy  of  kings  with  kings,  and  nations 
with  nations.''-— A  fact,  not  only  founded  on 
the  law  of  God,  but  uniformly  supported  by 
the  conduct  of  his  inspired  prophets— A  fact 
80  evident,  from  the  passages  produced,  that 
he,  who  denies  it,  need  not  blush  to  deny, 
that  light  shines  around  him,  or  the  earth  sup- 
ports his  steps. 

«  Religion,  however,  carries  her  authority  still 
farther;  and  the  conduct  of  the  prophets  will 
justify  mankind  in  the  exercise  of  iU    As  this 

will 
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will  appear  afterwards,  I  shall  now  consider 
two  cavils  which  ignorance  or  perverseness 
may,  perhaps,  bring  forward  against  me. 

I  have  mentioned  the  bible,' 9iS  the  standard 
by  which  we  were  to  ascertain,  whether  religion 
has  a  controul  over  the  conduct  of  khigs^  and 
the  measures  of  government. 

Now  perhaps^  it  may  be  alleged  that  the 
law  of  Moses  alone,  as  concerned  in  the  five 
books  ascribed  to  him  is  contained  in  this 
question ;  this  law  being  alluded  to,  as  the 
standard  in  all  the  following  books. 

This  law  I  shall  readily  admit  as  the  stand-^ 
ard  by  which  governments  w^re  to  be  regula* 
ted.  As  such,  it  not  only  prescribes  the  rules 
of  impartial  justice,  moderation,  and  integrity, 
by  which  kings  were  to  govern ;  but  teaches, 
that  the  observance  of  these  was  the  condition, 
on  which  they  should  be  continued  in  power. 
For  this  is  the  evident  meaning  of  the  words  ^** 
"  that  he  may  prolong  his  days  in  his  kingdom** 


This  law,  therefore,  may  be  considered  as  a 
Jixed  constitulion,  by  which  government  was  to 
be  framed  and  regulated,  and  rulers  directed  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty.  Hence,  the  judges 
and  kings  of  Israel  were  enjoined  to  have  a 
copy  of  it  continual/if  with  them,  •'  that  they 
might  keep  all  the  words  and  statutes  thereof^ 

to 
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to  do  them.  And,  as  has  been  observed,  the 
keeping  and  doing  these  was  the  condition  on 
which  their  power  was  to  be  prolonged. 

These  statutes  they  frequently  violated,  by 
treachery,  oppression,  and  cruelty:  and  the 
records  of  following  times,  ispecifying  their 
crimes,  and  the  steps  taken  by  the  proi>hets  to 
correct  and  reform  them,  previous  to  their  de- 
position, banishment,  or  death,  shew  the  man* 
ner  of  procedure  which  ought  to  be  adopted  in 
all  such  cases.  And  the  instances  I  have  quo- 
ted, are  so  many  statutes  on  the  case^  proposed  as 
precedents  bi/  divine  aut/toritj/,  for  the  imitation 
of  all  ages. 

These  records  were,  at  different  periods. 
Committed  to  writing  ^  and  were  collected  by 
Ezra,  after  the  return  from  the  Babylonish  cap- 
tivity, about  one  thousand  and  fifty  years  after 
the  giving  of  the  law.  From  that  time  they 
were  publicly  adopted,  as  a  divine  ride.  •  Our 
Saviour  and  his  apostles,  acknowledged,  quo- 

*  _ 

ted,  and  appealed  to  them  as  such.  They  are 
the  scriptures,  all  the  parts  of  which  the  apostle 
Paul  declares,  in  our  text,  **  to  be  given  by  in- 
spiration of  ^ God;  and  to  be  profitable,  for 
doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruc- 
tion in  righteousness ; .  that  the  man  of  God 
may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all 
.  good  works :"  and  of  which  he  declares  else- 
where. 
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where,  '*  that  the  facts  contained  in  them,  were 
our  examplesj^  and  written  for  our  admonition^ 
on  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come.*' 

Now,  in  what  sense  were  they  written  fQr  ad- 
monition ?  or  in  what  manner  can  they  be  pro- 
fitable for  doctrine,  reproof,  correction,  and 
instruction  in  righteousness,  but  by  teaching 
us  to  avoid  tlie  evil  forbidden  and  condemned  ; 
and  to  practise  the  good  recommended,  whether 
by  precept  or  example  ?  None  that  I  can  disco- 
ver! ! 

Let  me  now  ask  you ;  are  not  the  passages, 
which  I  have  quoted,  ^part  of  these  records 
which  were  written  for  our  admonition  $  and  do 
they  not  contain  p^rt  of  these  examples,  which 
areholden  out  to  us?  most  assuredly.— And  do 
not  these  admonitions  and  examples  clearly  shew, 
''  that  the  interference  of  the  teachers  of  reli- 
gion, to  reprove,  correct,  and  denounce  the  in* 
justice,  fraud,  and  oppression  of  rulers,  and 
the  depravity  and  corruption  of  governments, 
is  sanctioned  by  t1i!e  law  of  God,  and  the  uniform 
declarations  and  example  of  alt  the  prophets  ? 
and  that  their  conduct  is  proposed  to  us,  as  ob^ 
jects  of  imitation,  by  Christ  and  his  apostles  ? 
No  christian  dare  deny  it. 

• 

Hence,  then,  I  conclude,  that  not  only  the 
right,  but  the  duty  of  the  teachers  of  religion  to 
expose,  reprove,  and  correct  every  action,  and 

every 


APPENDIX.  97 

every  measure  contnry  to  the  eternal  prindples 
of  truth  and  justice,  rests  on  the  broad  basis  of 
the  bible— ^Whether  such  actions,  and  such 
measures,  be  done  and  pursued,  by  prince  or 
people,  governors  or  governed,  states  or  indivi^ 
duals. 

The  second  cavil  may  be,  "  that  the  exhor- 
tations,  reproofs,  corrections,  and  instructions, 
in  the  passages  1  have  quoted,  were  not  pro- . 
nounced  by  the  ordinary  teachers  of  religion  ; 
but  by  persons  inspired,  and  sent,  for  the  spe- 
cial purpose:'*  and  therefore,"  that  the  acts  per- 
formed by  the  m,  came  not  within  the  office  of 
ordinary  religious  teachers,*' 

This  I  chearfuUy  admit,  in  its  full  force,  so 
far  as  it  states  a  fact :  but  I  deny  the  conclusion 
drawn  from  it,  and  hope  clearly  to  refute  it. 

We  have  seen,  that  partiality,  injustice, 
fraud,  oppressioQ^  and  cruelty,  in  rulers^  were 
strictly  forbidden  by  the  law— We  know  that 
the  priests  were  the  guardians  and  teachers  of 
that  law-*  Is  it  not  evident  then,  that  in  the 
strictest  sense,  the  teaching,  nay,  the  very  rea^ 
dingy  of  it  was  a  direct  censure  of  these  enor- 
mities ?— »But  it  is  said,  ''  the  teachers  did  not 
censure  them,'*  I  grant  it  >  but  the  conclusion 
from  this  is ;  *'  not  that  such  censnre  was  fo- 
reign  from  their  duty ;"  but,  "  that,  in  neglect- 

n  ing 
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ing  it,  the/  neglected  their  dutj,  and  betrayed 
their  trust/*    Would  to  God  I  they  stood  alon^^ 
,  to  bear  the  weight  of  this  heavy  charge ! 

I  know  to  many  it  may  seem  bold, .  and  I  an 
sure  it  is  melancholy:  But  it  is  not  more  bold 
or  melancholy,  than  it  is  true.  The  corrup- 
tiop,  neglect^  and  depravily>  of  the  priests, 
gave  rise  to  the  necessity  of  sending  extraordi- 
nary prophets,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting^ 
tliese  enormities.  The  priests  had  becoma 
sharers  in  the  spoils  of  of>pression,  and  accom- 
plices in  its  guilt;  and  consequently,  deaf  to 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  (/2/mfr  in^the  discharge 
of  their  duty.  Attend*  to  what  follows,  and 
judge  for  yourselves ! 

**  The  watchmen  of  Israel  are  brind— they 
are  all  ignorant-— they  are  dumb  dogs-^they 
cannot  bark;  dreaming,  lying  down,  loving  ta 
slumber.  Yea,  they  are  greedy  dogs,  which 
can  never  have  enough;  they  all  look  to  their 
Qwn  ways,  every  one  for  his  gain.  Come  ye, 
say  they,  I  will  fetch  wine,  and  we  will  fill  our- 
selves with  strong  drink ;  for  to-morrow  shall  be 
as  this  day,  and  much  more  abundant/*' 

"The  priests  said  not,  where  is 'the  Lord? 
And  they,  who  handle  the  law,  knew  me  not ; 
the  pastors  also  have  transgressed  agSHUst  me. 
From  the  prophet,  even  to  the  priest,  every  o.ne 

dealeth 
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deakth  falsely.  Is  this  house^  which  is  called 
by  my  name,  become  a  den  of  thieves  in  your 
tye$ 


v 


*^  Both  prophet  and  priest  are  prpphane; 
yea,  in  mine  house^  have  I  found  their  wicked^ 
4)^s«,  saith  the  Lord«  I  have  seen  also,  in  the 
prophets  of  Jerusalem,  an  horrible  thing  i  They* 
walk  in  lies  -,  they  strengthen  also  the  hands  of 
evil-doers,  that  n(^ne  doth  return  from  his  vi^ick- 
eduess.  They  bite  with  their  teeth,  and  cry 
peace;  and  he  thai  putteth  not  into  their 
mouths,  they  even  prepare  war  against  him  !'* 

*^  There  is  a  conspiracy  of  her  prophets  in 
the  midst  of  her,  like  a  roaring  lion  ravening 
the  prey.  They  have  devoured  souls;  they 
have  taken  the  treasure  and  precious  things. 
The  priests  have  violated  my  law,  and  profaned 
my  holy  things:  They  have  put  no  difference 
between  the  holy  and  profane;  neither  have 
they  shewed  difference  between  the  unclean  and 
the  clean :  and  from  them,  profaneness  is  gone 
forth  into  all  the  land.'* 

* 
What  a  dreadful  picture  is  here  presented  to 

the  eye !  A  picture,  surcharged  with  the  odi* 
ous  colourings  of  ignorance,  indolence,  rapaci- 
ty, and  drunkenness ;  fraud,  perversion  of  the 
law,  profaneness,  falsehood,  and  treachery! 
When  we  review  this  picture,  as  the  faithful  re- 
presentation of  the  priesthood,  can  we  be  sur- 

n  2  prised. 
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prised,  that  they  were  silent  cokicei*ning  the 
enormities  of  the  rulers,  which  it  was  their  du- 
ty  to  reprove  ?  or  the  oppressions  of  the  peo- 
ple,   on  whose  spoils  they  revelled  ?^-At  the 
mission  of  extraordinary  teachers,  who  were  to 
supply  their  neglects  P  or,  the  instructions  to 
the  prophets,    who  were  to  plead  the  cause 
of    the  people?      "   Feed    the  flock  of  the 
s^ughter,"   saith  the  Lord,  ,"  whose  posses- 
sors slay  them,  and  hold  themselves  not  guil- 
ty: and  they  who  sell  them,  say,    blessed  be 
the  Lord!  I  am  rich:  and  their  own  shepherds 
pity  them  not.    They  eat  the  fat,  and  clothe 
themselves  with  the  wotol ;  they  kill  them  that 
are  fed,  but  feed  not  the  flock.     The  diseased 
they  have  not  strengthened^  neither  that  which 
was  sick :  they  have  not  bound  up  the  broken^ 
nor  brought  back  that  which  was  driven  awajr, 
neither  sought  that  which  was  lostj  but  with 
forpe,  and  with  cruelty  have  they  ruled  them. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  wo  be  to  the  shep* 
herds  of  Israel,  who  feed  themselves!   Should 
not  the  shepherds  feed  the  flock  ?  Wo  unto  the 
foolish  shepherds  who  follow  their  own  spirit, 
and  have  seen  nothing !     O  Israel,  thy  prophets 
are  like  foxes  in  the  desert.    They  have  spoken 
vanity,  and  divine  lies!  saying,   peace  where 
there  was  no  peace :  therefore  shall  mine  hand 
be  upon  them :.  they  shall  not  be  in  the  assem« 
biy  of  my  people,  neither  shall  they  be  writ- 
ten in  the  writing  of  the  house  of  Israel;   and 

ye  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord/' 

Though 
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Though  these  passages  are  sufficient^  not 
only  to  obviate  the  cavil  I  have  mentioned,  but 
to  account  for  the  silence  of  the  established 
teachers  of  religion;  and  add  stability  to  the 
fact,  ^*  that  it  was  their  duty  to  havfe  exposed, 
reproved,  and  corrected,  the  prevailing  enor- 
mities of  rulers,  and  corruptionisi  6f  govern- 
ment," I  shall  add  another,  which  places  the 
matter  in  ^  light  still  clearer. 

^^  A  wonderful  and  horrible  thing  is  commit- 
ted in  the  land !  The  prophets  prophesy  falsely, 
and  the  priests  bear  rule  by  their  means  s  and 
tny  people  love  to  have  it  so  J" 

Here  we  see  the  falsehood  of  the  prophets 
was  subservient  to  the  ambition,  and  aggrandise- 
ment of  the  priests.  By  their  means  the  people 
were  blinded,  and  the  priests  promoted  to  pla- 
ces of  authority  and  power  among  their  bre- 
thren. In  this  case,  we  cannot  be  surprised, 
that  they  should  slumber  over  the  law,  and  be 
silent  in  behalf  of  the'oppressed.  But  that  such 
falsehoods  should  be  pleasing  to  the  people, 
whose  oppressions  they  were  calculated  ta  mul« 
tiply  and  confirm,  at  first  view,  is  somewhat 
wonderful !  Yet,  so  it  was :  ^*  the  people  loved 
to  have  it  so.*' 

The  fact  is,  man  is  the  creature  of  habit,  and 
the  slave  of  his  own  indolence  and  fear^*  By 
long  custom  he  may  be  reconciled  to  any  thing. 

And 
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And  when  6nce  sunk  into  corruption,  and  pirto* 
ed  down  into  insignificance,  all  his  powers  of 
mind  become  enfeebled,  and .  his  sentimente 
perverted,  tbe  diiFerence  between  right  and^ 
wrong,  dignity  and  meanness,  honor  and  shame, 
is  scarcely  felt.  To  manly  exertion  he  ^is  a 
pro?essed  enemy.  And  at  last,  he  be(:omes  so 
.  totally  debased,  that  truth  itself  is  disagreeable. 
His  only  pleasure  is,  to  hear  the  delusive  fie- 
^  tions  which  flatter  his  insignificance,*,  and 
masque  his  crimes.  These  he  loudly  calls  for, 
and  swallows  with  greediness;  while  he  rejects 
with  abhorrence,  the  sacred  and  salutary  truths 
which  recall  him  to  his  proper  character,  the 
assertion  of  his  rights,  and  the  recovery  of  his  ^ 
native  dignity. 

The  address  of  the  most  high,  by  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  to  his  people,  thus  sunk  into  meanness, 
corruption,  and  depravity,  is  striking  and  awfuK 
*«  Go,"  said  he,  *•  write  it  before  them  in  a 
table,  and  note  it  in  a  book,  that  it  may  be, 
for  the  time  to  come  for  ever  and  ever;  that 
this  is  a  rebellious  people,  lying  children— chil- 
dren who  will  not  hear  the  law  of  the  Lord : 
who  say  to  the  seers,  see  not;  and  to  the  pro- 
^  phets,  prophesy  not  to  us  right  things.  Speak 
tinto  us  smooth  things,  prophesy  deceits. 
Wherefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  because  ye  des- 
pise this  word,  and  trust  in  oppression  and  per- 
version,   and  depend   thereon:    this   iniquitjc* 

shall 
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shall  be  to  you  as  a  breach  ready  to  barst;  a 
swelling   m    an  high   wall,    whose    breaking* 
Cometh  suddenly,  at  an  instant/' 

From  the  passages  brought  together  on  thisi 
subject,  the  following  particulars  appear  plain 
and  undeniable  : 

,    I.  Thecontroul  of  religion  oyer  goveruors, 
governments  and  nations. 

IL  Not  only  the  right,   but  the  duty   of 

teachers,  to  expose,  reprove,  and  censure^,  the 

partiality,  oppressions^  and  tyranny  of  rulers, 

the  destructive  influence  of   evil   counsellors> 

and  the  corruption  of  governments. 

.  III.  That  this  duty  extends,  not  only  to  the 
concerns  of  magistrates  and  people«->goverhor5* 
and  governed,  but  to  leagues,  treaties,  and 
combinations  of  kings  with  kings,  and  nations 
with  nations,  for  the  purpose  of  injustice,  op** 
pression,  and  bloodshed.    And, 

IV.  It  has  come  to  light,  as  by  accident, 
from  several  of  the  passages  I  have  quoted,  that 
theneceasity  of  sending  extraordinar}'  prophets, 
to  reprove  and  correct  political  fraud,  oppres- 
sion, and  violence ;  and  thereby,  prevent  na« 
tional  ruin,  arose  from  the  ignorance,  indo-^ 
lence,  covetousness^  and  profligacy  of  a  worth- 
less priesthood ;  and  the  meaimesSj^  obstinacy, 

and 
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and  folly  of  a  silly  people,  who  preferred  flatten' 
ry  aad  delusion  to  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
words  of  truth>  soberness^  and  a  sound  mind. 

These  facts,  thus  fully  substantiated,  being 
evident  from  the  holy  scriptures,  which,  as  the 
apostle  tells  us,  ^^  were  given  by  inspiration^ 
written  for  our  admonition,  and  useful  for  doc- 
trine, reproof,  correction^  and  instruction  in 
righteousness;"  I  shall  now  shew  that  religion 
carries  her  authority  farther  still ;  and  that  the 
bible  teaches  us  other  doctrines  equally  impor* 

taut. 

♦ 

I.  It  teaches  us,  that  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the 

teachers  of  religion  to  rebuke  the  partiality^ 
injustice,  and  oppression  of  governors,  and  ex-> 
pose  the  abuses  of  government ;  so  it  is  the  duty* 
of  the  people  to  call  for  and  enforce  reform. 

II.  That  where  any  particular  body,  or  des* 
cription  of  men  labours  under  partial  grievan* 
cto,  hardships,  or  oppressions  in  a  state,  it  is 
not  only  the  duty  of  the  existing  government  to 
redress  and  remove  them ;  but  where  they  may 
neglect  such  redress,  or  refuse  it  to  the  dutiful 
petition  and  remonstrance  of  the  aggrieved,  it 
is  the  duty  of  their  brethren  and  fellow  subjects 
to  espouse  their  cause,  and  support  their  claims^ 
by  every  fair  and  justifiable  mean. 

In  support  of  these  lessons,  I  shall  only  re* 
call  your  attention  to  two  or  three  sentences  of 

what  I  have  already  quoted. 

"  Wo 


■  * 

*•  "Wo  uoto  theip  who  decree  unrighteous 
decrees,  and  write  grievousness,  ,  which  they 
have  prescribed;  that  is,  who  enact  partial, 
unjupt  and  oppressive  laws;  to  turn  aside  the 
needy  from  j  udgn^ent,  and  to  take  away  the 
right  from  the  poor  of  my  people.** 

"  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  O  king  of 
Ju^ah,  thoQ,  and  tfay  servant?,  and  thy  people, 
'  Aeitivdtriihe  spoiled  out  of  the  hand  of  the  x^ppres* 
-sor,  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  undo  tha 
heavy  burdens,  and  break  every  yoke;  giveieac 
unto  the  law  of  the  Lord  ye  people;  learn  to 
do  well,  seek  judgment,  relieve  the  oppressed* 
Take  away  the  wicked  from  before  fche  king; 
and  his  'Ihfone  sh^U  be  es^blisbed  in  righteous* 


ness/* 


H^te  w?  ffee,  t^hat  the  coipmands,  '^  seek 
j^gmwi^ti  rqlieve  the  oppres^^d,  9nd  take  away 
tlie  wicAied  frgm  befgr?  the  king/'  were  dlrec- 
ted»  not  0nly  to  the  prince  and  his  servants, 
but  to  the  people:  And  in  the  words  which  fol- 
low, the  displeasure  of  the  Lord  is  expressed 
against  them,  because  they  did  not  demand  of 
their  rrfefs  the  restoration  of  their  brethren  to 
their  rights  and  liberties,  and  a  reform  of  the 
government,  which  took  away,  and  with-held 
them.  ""This  is  a  people  robbed  and  .spoiled  i 
'  They  are  for  a  prey,  and  none  saith  restore. 
Nanecalleth  for  justice,  nor  any  pJeadeth  for 
truth:  and  the  Lord  was  displeased,  because 

there  was  no  judgment." 

•  These 
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These  l€;5S0Qs,  equally  plaia  and  important, 
are  for  the  direction  of  every  nation,  and  the 
instruction  of  all  people,  who  believe  the  bible* 
It  cannot  be  wrong,  therefore,  for  us  to  learn, 
know,  and  practise  them.  Would  to  God»  we 
had  no  occasion  to  apply  them ! 

This,  however,  is  not  the  case !  Wisely  aa 
our  government  was  originally  constructed,  and 
folidly  founded  in  the  principles  of  justice,  and 
the  rights  of  men ;  yet  in  the  lapse  of  ages,  it 
has  been  removed  from  its  original  foundation^ 
perverted  in  its  principles,  deranged  in  its  struc- 
ture, and  converted  to  a  mis-shapen  and  mon-^ 
strous  pile  of  venality,  corruption,  and  partia- 
lity ! 

That  this  is  the  case,  requires  no  proof.  The 
whole  kingdom  has  long  seen,  and  severely  felt 
it.  Nay,  ministers  have  not  only  avowed  it» 
but  pleaded  the  necessity  of  corrupt  influence 
for  its  support. 

In  conformity  with  this  avowal,  taxes  are 
multiplied,  and  increased  to  such  a  degree, 
that  the  price  of  many  articles,  of  most  exten- 
sive consumption;  and  which,  from  habit, 
have  become  almost  necessaries  of  life,  is  near-^ 
ly  doubled  during  the  last  ten  years.  And  to 
what  purpose.^  Not  to  support  any  army  for 
the  defence  of  the  country !  Thank  God !  we 
have  no  need  of  such.  The  genius  of  the  coun- 
try 


AP]?END12f.  J07 

» 

fry  is  roused;  and  its  arm  strong  for  its  own 
defence  1 -—'Not  to  provide  a  fleet  to  protect  our 
coasts,  should  danger  threaten  us!«-Not  to 
Ois^intain  the  execution  of  law ;  or  substantially 
promote  agricultare»  manufactures  and  com- 
merce !  No.— But  to  bribe  the  nominal  repre- 
sentatiyes  of -one  part  of  the  people,  to  betray 
th^n^^  and  make  a  prey  of  the  whole— to  sup- 
port a  burdensome,  unprincipled,  and  imperi- 
ous train  of  useless  placemen,  and  beggarly  pen- 
sioners-^a  voracious  national  poor  list!  whose 
lusts  are  insatiable,  ^'  whose  teeth  are  as  swords^ 
and  Jtheir  jaw-teeth  as  knives,  to  deyoiir  the  op- 
pressed from  off  the  earth,  and  the  needy  fron^ 
among  men !?  And  we  have  lately  heard  venarl 
and  oppressive  corporations,,  and  self-devoted 
.  factions,  in  almost  every  county  of  the  king- 
dom, proclaiming  this  corruption  and  oppres- 
sjpn,  which  they  blasphemously  call  our  consti- 
tution, the  delight  of  their  hearts;  and  pledging 
tjamr  liv<es  and  fortunes  to  support  them.- 

In  these  circumstances,  thenatioh  could  see 
no  prospect  of  relief,  or  safety,  but  in  a  radi- 
cal reform,  which  would  remove  all  these  evils  ^ 
or  a  total  revolution.  From  a  just  view  of  the 
convulsions  and  horrors  which  attend  revoluti- 
ons, and  a  conviction  that  nothing  but  incorri- 
gible despotism,  and  dire  necessity,  can  justi- 
fy the  experiment,  they  have  wisely  determined, 
in  obedience  to  the  call  of  duty,  to  look  for, 
and  demand  reform.    And  though  "  oppression 

0  %  yometims 
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sometimes  nlakes  wise  men  mad ;    they  hdv€ 
proceeded!  with  temper,  moderation,  ana  6rd£r. 
Though  **  the  multitude  of  their  grievanVies  bai 
obliged  them  to  complain,  and  tne  arm  6t  (hS 
mighty  to  cry  oui^*'  the  voice  of  sedition  haS 
not  been  neard,  nor  the  hand  of  intemperabcS 
and  riot  raised.     A  solemn  digility  ha^  lUartced 
their  steps;  and  the  genlti^  bf  the  knd  hsi  led 
them  todeniahd  the  re  estdblistiitierlt  6f  ^bvim^ 
ment  on  the  principles  of  oUr  happy  constitu- 
tion, of  vvhich  Ihe  people's  rights  kte  th^  fcmti- 
dation,  their  will  the  law,  and  their  liappihei^ 
the  end.     And  to  tlieir  immortal  hohor,  they 
liave  determined  to   seek,    pursue,  iihd   bbtiliti 
this  great  object,  not  by  foi-ce  or  lUftiultttdtift 
violence,  but  by  Ihe  wisle  and  Mtioiidl  ihettttfe 
which  the  cbnstitutionitself  presbrib^&atid^dini-' 
lions~that  is,  by  calling  the  people  kdgethiM^ 
to  consult  coolly  and  deliberately  ottthis  Iflteif^- 
ting  subject,  that  the  public  sehtime'al  Aiajr  bfe 
known,   by  free  fcomniuhicaiioh.  driti  the  pub- 
lic will  cpqcentercd  in  a  point,  from  which  its 
expression  in^y  flow,  with  clearness,  harmony, 
and  strength  into  the  houses  of  parliament,  und 
the  presence  of  majesty. 

In  this  all  seem  to  be  agreed,  esx:ept  thb» 
who  feed  on  the  spoils  of  th^  pbor,  ahd  wnk 
fat  by  oppression ;  and  those,  wllo,  for  reason^ 
best  known  to  themselves,  have  resighed  their 
principles,  or  spirit  to  express  them,  to  sotn^ 
lordly  leader. 

To 


To  the  former  of  these,  the  \o\te  of  feKglorJ, 
and  the  calls  of  duty  lieed  not  be  AitdcitA.  To 
these  their  ears  have  been  long  shtit^  atid  theiir 
hearts  inseoiible.  The  latter,  however,  would 
do  well  to  consider  the  words  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  and  the  wise  Solomon.  '^  The  leaders  of 
this  people  cause  them  to  err;  and  they,  who 
are  led  of  them,  are  destroyed.  Him,  who 
saith  to  the  wicked,  thou  art  righteous,  will  the 
people  curse  ;^-^nations  shall  abhor  him.  But 
to  them,  who  rebuke  hiin>  shall  be  delight;  and 
a  good  blessing  shall  oopie  upon  them/' 

That  the  method  proposed  for  obtaining  r6« 
form^  is  the  way.  of  peace,  as  well  as  of  pru- 
dence, eifery  attentive  mind  must  see.  If  pur- 
sued with  unanittiity  and  discretion,  it  must 
terminate  in  happiness.  If  not,  ''  confusion 
and  every  evil  work"  may  be  reasonably  expec- 
ted from  the  present  agitation  of  the  public 
mind,  and  the  proVt)catioils  which  have  occa* 
sioned  it.  And,  should  division  among  the  peo« 
pl6  tempi  govettitnent  16  reject  requisitions, 
founded  in  right,  and  sanctioned  by  religioni, 
**  to  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  and  break 
the  yoke  of  oppression,''  something  more  ex-« 
pressive  than  requisition  may  be  justly  dreaded; 
and  He  aK>n&,  whose  eye  looks  forward  through 
the  infinity  of  ages,  can  pronounce  upon  the 
ipsue;   while  they,  whose  tyranny,  or  conni- 

vancf 
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vance  wUh  tyranny^  has  provoked  the  public 
passions^  must  bear  the  guilty  and  answer  for 
the  consequences. 

The  other  lesson,  of  which  I  took  notice,  as 
^recommended  to  our  attention^  by  a  variety  of 
passages  cited,  arises  from  the  debasement 
and  oppression  of  part  of  a  nation,  by  laws  un- 
just in  their  principle,  and  partial  in  their  ope- 
ration. Where  this  is  the  case,  wc  have  clear- 
ly seen,  that  God  has  commanded  their  brethren 
to  petition  in  their  behalf;  or«  as  it  is  expressed 
in  scripture,  "^to  plead  their  cause;"  and  say 
to  their  oi>pressors,  RESTORE. 

Does  this  Iesson«-dictate  of  pure  humanity 
-—and  clothed  with  the  authority  of  God,  ap- 
ply to  us  ?  Most  assuredly !  like  aJl  the  other 
parts  of  scripture,  it  was  written  "  for  our  in- 
struction in  righteouspess ;"  and  carries  with  it> 
in  our  case,  severe  reproof  and  wi^^ll-eiirned 
correction.  Sorry  I  am,  that  it  has  so  long, 
like  many  other  lessons  of  the  bible^  been  neg- 
lected, despised,  and  trampled  under-foot,  by 
the  prevalence  of  prejudice,  passion,  and  poli- 
tical faction.  For  never  were  partiality  and  in- 
justice more  conspicuous  on  earth,  than  they 
have  been  in  the  laf^d  of  our  nativity,  for  up* 
wards  of  sixty  years.  Not  a  small  part— but 
three  fourths  of  its  inhabitants — the  great  body 
of  the  people— have  been  reduced  to  the  most 
abject   and    humiliating    servitude;    excluded 

from 
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Arom  eyerjr  office,  honor,  trust,  and  emolument 
of  the  state,  which  they  uniformly  supported 
t>y  their  industry,  and  enriched  by  their  com- 
merce j  not  only  denied,  but  declared  incapa- 
ble of,  real  property:  taxed  in  parliament, 
grand  juries,  and  vestries,  without  consent, 
personal  or  representative ;  excluded  from  every 
mean  of  instruction,  yet  reproached,  and  pu- 
nished, for  their  ignorance;  deprived' of  the 
protection  of  the  Idw,  by  being  excluded  iVon^ 
serving.on  juries;  and  prohibited  tiie  use  of  arms  ' 
for  the  safety  of  their  naked  and  defenceless 
persona. 

The  circumstances  of  this  degradation  ren- 
der it  as  odious  as  it  is  intolerable.     These  are  ' 
marked,  pot  only  with  cruelty  and  injustice, 
but  national  perfi<ly.     By  the  treaty  of  Lime- 
rick, on  the  faith  of  which  the  RomanCatho- 
lies  of  Ireland  submitted  to  king  William  in 
1691,  they  were  to  be  secured  in  the  enjoyment 
of  rights  and  privileges,  therein  specified  or  aU 
'  Ittded  to.     This  treaty  was  signed  by. his  majes- 
ty's commander  of  the  army,  andtlie  lords  Jus- 
tices of  Ireland;    confirmed  by  the  king  and 
queen,   under  the  great  seal  of  England;   so- 
lemnly ratified   afterwards  by  an  act  of  parlia* 
ment;    and  continued  inviolate  for   thirty- six. 
years.     During  this  period,    they  enjoyed  the 
privileges,  and  exercised  the  rights  guaranteed 
to  them;  those  of  serving  on  juries,  and  vot- 
ing for  membefsf  of  parliapient,  not  excepted ; 

nor 
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nor  did  they  incur  the  slightest  irnputation  of 
disloyalty,  or  disaffection  to  gqrernment,  froin 
their  bitterest  enemies,  though  alarms  of  inva- 
sion were  repeatedly  spread,  aqd  a  neighbour- 
ing^ nation  convulsed  by  rebellion. 

Yet  in  the  year  17^7,  without  lault  or  pro- 
vocation  on  their  part,  the  parliament  chosen 
by  them,  in  comoum  with  their  protestaht  br^ 
thren,  stripped  them  of  every  power  ^and  privi- 
lege of  freemen,  and  in  pariieular,  left  them  ii|- 
capable  of  joining  in  the  election  of  another* 
Under  ail  the  incapacities  which  this  and  sue- 
ceeding  parliaments  created,  they  contiouei 
till  within  these  few  yqars ;  and  even  now,  the 
greatest  and  mpst  opprobrious  lie  b^avy  upoi^ 
tliem. 

Yet  still  it  is  remarkable,  that,  dumig  these 
sixty-five  years  of  worse  than  Egyptian  tAdjfoty, 
in  which  insult  and  ignominy  kave  fpequently 
added  to  oppression,  they  have  never  forfeitei^ 
by  act  or  declaration,  their  character  ef  unshar- 
keii  loyalty  to  their  king,  and  respectful  obo* 
dience  to  government«-«that  very  goveromeot 
which  reduced  them'  to  slavery,  poverty,  %ad 
wretchedness,  and  out-transubstantiating  tmw- 
substantiation,  continues  to  convert  their  flwh 
^nto  bread,  and  their  blood  into  wioe,  for  Qom* 
rounicants  in  iniquity.  Nay,  though  reb^UUNi 
again  raised  her  head  in  a  sister  kipgduip  ()4|- 
ring  that  periods  «ad  v^e  have  hafl  r«pea4td 

WUfa 


TTars  w;ith  Xlie  jna^t^^  to  whose  .liwanity  tl^ey 
owis  Wjhat  their  l^e^rts  hold  ^f^restj  they  havc^ 
fou^t  Ijt^e  h^t^tlep  of  their  country  against  her, 
Vo^h  by  ^fi  apd  J^nd  1  And  on  ^  IjUe  occasion, 
^Jhen  Jthe  .ki^doi;a  was  robbe^  of  the  defenc^ 
|pr  yfh\c\k  it  jiberftlly  p^id,  for  a  purpose  which 
P9Ucy  .disclaimed,  humanity  reprobated/  ancl 
Heaven  has  defeated-— when  the  fleets  p^  th^t 

>^ nation  rode  triumphant  on  our  coasts,  and  go* 
i^ernment  declared  that  protection  rested  with 
aurselves;  iaatead  of  resentment,  or  cold  ioidif* 
ference,  they  caught  the  patriotic  flame  which 
animated  the  kingdom,  and  gave  birth  to  an 
aroiy  of  citizen-soldiers  unequalled  inU^e  records 
of  (he  work!.  And  though  ye,  ia  the  hour  of 
your  darkness,  rejected  tt^em  from  your  ranks ; 
be  it  .known  unio  you,  that  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  .kingdom,  they  formed  an  important  part 
of  that  illustrious  body,  who  generously  stood 

'  ^rward  for  the  defence  of  their  brethren--** who 
received  the  united  and  well-earned  thanks  of 
lords,  and  commons,  for  the  salvation  of  their 
country «««aafl  who  sh^ll  \\ne  in  the  gratefpl 
remembranee  of  posterity,  and. admiration  of 
the  world,  in  spite  of  pithless  proclamations, 
ti4I  the  angel  of  God  shall  pr5clain) ;  '^  arise  ye 
dead,  and  come  to  judgment."  -Nay, .  at  this 
very  moment,  tijaugh  the  last  voice  which  the 
patient,  though  oppressed,  people  heard,  from 
the  abettors  of  tlieir  oppressions,  was  fraught 
with  the  provoking  accents:  *^  your  claims  are 

p  seditious; 
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seditious ;  your  hopes  groundless^  and  your  pe- 
titions vain— ye  shall  bear  our  chains  for  ever ; 
and  our  yoke  shall  gall  the  necks  of  your  poste* 
rity,  to  the  end  of  the  world"— At  this  moment 
I  say,  they  are  humbly  supplicating  a  reversal 
of  the  stern  decree,  and  praying  from  man,  a 
restoration  of  the  rights,  v^hich  they  received 
from  God. 

This  is  not  a  picture,  but  a  faint  sketchy  of 
their  grievances,  their  patience,  and  their  patri* 
otism.  And  v^hen  ye  consider  their  degraded 
situation;  the  injustice  and  perfidy  which  re- 
duced them  to  it;  the  length  of  time,  through 
which  it  has  been  continued  from  father  to  son; 
the  dutiful  and  loyal  part  which  they  have  uni- 
formly acted ;  and  th^  offers  of  lives  and  fortunes 
which  have  lately  been  made  to  keep  them  in 
eternal  degradation  and  wretchedness;  I  trust 
you  virill  feel  yourselves  called  upon — irresistibly  ^ 
called  iipon— by  the  united  voice  of  religionj 
justice,  and  humanity,  to  join  your  intercessory 

'  voice  with  the  language  of  their  petitions  ^^  to 
plead  the  cause  of  the  oppressed ;  to  deliver  the 
spoiled  from  the  hand  of  the  oppressor;  and 
shew  mercy  and^^compassion,  every  man  to  bis 

.  brother ;  lest  the  fury  of  the  Lord  go  out  like 
fire,  and  burn,  that  none  can  quench  it,  because 
of  the  evil^f  your  doings/' 

'  Thui; 
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Thqs,  I  bope,  I  have  fully  established  the 
assertion  with  which  I  set  out  in  a]l  its  parts^ 
both  as  it  respects  religion  and  her  teachers.  I 
hav,e  shewn  that  her  controul,  and  their  duty, 
extends  to  every  rank  of  men ;  and  their  exhor- 
tations^ reproofs,  and  corrections,  to  every  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  God. 

As  this  is  denied,  principally  in  respect  to 
governors  and  states,  I  have  produced  a  regular 
chain  of  evidence,  in  direct  opposition  to  such 
denial.— Evidence,  which  clearly  proves,  that 
the  sins' of  kings  and  people,  governors  and 
governed,  states  and  individuals  come  equally 
under  their  reproofs  and  corrections— nay, 
proves  that,  if  politics,  in  the  only  proper  sense 
of  the  word,  are  to  be  excluded  from  tiie  pulpit, 
the  greater  part  of  the  bible  must  be  excluded 
with  them, 

I  have  likewise  pointed  out,  by  the  passages 
quoted,  those  political  sins,  which  religion 
most  expressly  condemns,  and  commands  her 
teachers  to  expose,  reprove,  and  endeavour  to 
correct ;  together  with  the  means  which  they 
used  for  effecting  their  reform. 

I  have  farther  considered  the  lessons,  which 
we  ought  to  learn  and  practise,  from  these  pas- 
sages of  holy  writ;  and  applied  them  to  our  own 
affecting  situation. 

p  2  '  And 


,  « 

And  ydn  i^ill  obsetve,  that  {  tlar e  tiot, 
tfirough  the  whole,  adoiitted  one  cbiisiderktidii: 
of  human  policy,  of  one  pfincifilfe  6t  worldf^ 
wisdocn,  into  what  1  have  laid  before  ybix.  I  hal^^ 
Only  represented  the  princfpl^  laid  down,  ailil 
the  dnty  arising  from  it,  sis  they  are  founded  iii 
and  supported  by,  the  Word  of  Gbd.  HqW  fit 
the  adoption  of  the  one,  and  the  performance  of 
the  other,  may  affect  the  petty  interests  of  thiy 
or  the  other,  political  party,  or  ^the  views  of 
scheming  monopolists,  in  politics,  state-religion^ 
manufactures,  or  commerce,  I  hav^e  left  to  the 
plodding,  statesman,  the  mercenary  worldlings 
and  the  interested  partizan,  to  determine.  That 
(he  principle  is  true»  the  lessons  just,  and  the 
duiies  real,  is  enough  for  me.  And  that  they 
are  so,  cannot  be  den  ied>  if  the  bible  speaks  truth.  ^ 

■ 

In  the  full  conviction  of  this,  I  have  MaA  the 
whole  freely  before  you.  What  may  be  the 
effect,  I  leave  with  you,  anci  Him  who  search* 
eth  the  heart,  whose  eye  is  upon  you. 

That  some  may  be  offended  with  me  I  cahn6€ 
doubt.  The  oppressors  of  the  earth,  and  th6 
abettors  of  opi>ression,  partiality  and  rapihi^^ 
with  the  whole  train  of  the  bigotted,  the  illibe- 
ral, and  the  corrupt^  were  offended  with  those^ 
who  first  spoke  the  words,  by  the  command  and 
inspiration  of  God,  which  I  have  now  repeated. 
Micaiah  was  insulted,  and  imprisoned  3  Jere- 
miah 


iiukh  ihtekieii^t  i^ith  d^aiii'  far  atikihptitig  M 
retdtm  drid  Sk^e  His  couHhvy ;  the  ft|k)6tt^jf  p^i^ 
set^uted  for  spesikitig  tbo  iruih ;  atid^  wbdt  sHdiild 
Mreigh  more  than  tea  thousand  examples,  fh<^ 
blessed  Jesus  was  accursed  of  rebellion,  by  a 
blind-led  seditious,  and  headstrong  multitude, 
and  crucified  as  a  blasphemer.  Why,  tlien» 
should  I  be  surprised,  if  all  such  be  offended 
with  me?  I  will  not  be  surprised^  neither  will  I 
be  afraid.  Firm,  '^  as  an  iron  pillar,  or  wall 
of  brass/'  I'll  statid  erect,  to  decIare^  the  truth 
of  the  bible,  and  enforce  your  duty,  while  God 
vouchsafes  me  uuderstanding  to  know,  an  heart 
to  feel,  and  a  tongue  to  express  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  know  many  will  be 
pleased  and  gratified.  Let  me  only  entreat  such, 
that  tbeir  pleasure  may  not  te^rminate,  like  that 
of  the  people  of  Israel,  as  described  by  the 
Lord,  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel.  * "  Son  of  man, 
the  children  of  thy  people  speak  one  to  another, 
every  one  to  his  brother,  saying,  come,  I  pray 
you,  and  hear  what  is  the  word  that  cometh 
forth  from  the  Lord.  They  come  unto  thee,  as 
the  people  cometh ;  and  they  sit  before  thee, .  as 
my  people ;  and  they  hear  thy  words,  but  they 
will  not  do  thems  for  with  their  mouth  they  * 
shew  much  love;  but  their  heart  goeth  after 
their  cqvetousness. .    And  lo !    thou  art  unto 

them 
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them  as  a  ver^  lovely  song»  of  one  that  hatha 
pleasant  voice>  and  can  play  well  on  an  instru- 
ment: for  they  hear  thy  words,  but  they  do 
them  not." 

Preached  to  the  Presbyterian  congregation  of 
Portaferry,  January  Ji 3,  1793. 
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